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DESCRIPTION

LOCATION AND SITING OF THE SCHOOL

The Tuttle Square School sandsin the center village of the town of Auburn, Massachusetts. With a population of
approximately 15,000, Auburn is Stuated in Worceser County neer the center of the date. To the town's immediate
north isthe city of Worcester, the ssoond largest city in New England.

S a an angle on itslot a the comer of South and School streets, the school hes a strong presence on both South and
School dreets(lllustration # 3). Large treesrise from alot behind it (Photos # 1 & 2), creating atall, |eafy backdrop that
lends additional satusto the building and distinguishes it from its surroundings.  The building dands dose to the rear
property line. At either Sde are smal aressof lawn. The magjor portion of open land around the building is a thefront,
with South and School dregtséa its perimeter. Thisareais now occupied by an expansve asphat parking ot (Photo # 1)
with anarrow strip of grassaong the dreet frontage. Former students both in the 1920sand 1950sremember that the
playground wes at the reer of the building or a the rear and the south Sde of the building. The present parking lot would
gopeer originaly to have been maintained al or mogtly as alawn. With alawninfront, the building would have offered
much more of apublic amenity to the neighborhood than it now does without it.

NEIGHBORHOOD SURROUNDING THE SCHOOL

The Tuttle Square School is located inaneighborhood of mostly early 20*-century, middle-class resdences. Sheded by
large trees and provided with mature landscaping, this neighborhood hes awell-established and comfortable look about it.
Oppodte the schoal to the north isamemoria dedicated to Chester P. Tuttle, for whom Tuttle Squareis named. A pink
granite monument dedicated to Tuttleis st on asmall, grassy trafficidand landscaped with meple treesand ornamental
shrubbery. The park-like gppearance of this green goace makesan important contribution to the character of the
neighborhood. Both the school and the memoria are major features of the neighborhood, complementing one another by
their placement and by their mutua high visibility a the intersection.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING

The Tuttle Square School isaone-gory, center-entry, single-pile, hip-roofed building desgned in the Artsand Crafts
syle. Onthe mainfeBade, astrip of Sx 6/1 windowsis arayed on either Sde of aprojecting gable-roofed center pavilion
with aColonia Reviva syle doorframeat its center. The north and south endsof the building have no windows or other
openings. Eavesare broadly projecting with exposad rafters & the eaves The center gable on the main faBade is trimmed
with aplain bargeboard supported by pairs of stick brackets. The foundation is of roundedfiel dstoneand the exterior
walls are of wood shingle.

The mog daborate decorative fegture of the building isthe Federd Classical-style doorframe a the main entrance

(Phaoto # 3). Hanking the door are pilasters with narrow, groove-likefluting. They each support a strongly projecting

scroll bracket, trimmed with acarved anthemion motif Above them risesalabeed, round-arched overdoor. Within the

doorframe, and immediately abovethe door, isafanlight treeted as a peacock-tail design trimmed with an oval sunburst
(continued)



NFSF««l10.»0«.. OMBADPpp«v.IN..10J44»1|

United States Department of thelnterior
National Park Service

National Regider of Hidoric Places
Continuation Shet

. , 7 9 Tuttle Square School
Section number 7 Page_"_ (Worcester), MA

patera a the center of the radius. The door hes a nine-pane glazed top and apair of vertical pandsa the bottom.

Alterations have occurred aong the rear faBade of the building to adapt the building to non-school use For convenience,
alow, one-gory endosure hes been built around the exterior stairway to the basament (s llludtrations# 1 and 2). To
adapt the building to the practicalities of office use, three of the four original rear doors in this faBade have been converted
towindows. Asit was originaly aranged, the reer feBade had apair of doors a the center (Illustration # 1), which gave
aooess to the two restrooms from the rear of the building. There was also adoor on the north end of the faBade mirroring
the position as the surviving door & the south end. Thesetwo doors provided direct accessto each classsoom from the
rear of the building. The rear entrances were particularly convenient Snce play aresswere located a the rear and the
south dde of the building. The locations of the former doors can be idenfified as the lower windows (the tops of those
windows are lower than other windows) (Photo #4). The rear dterations haveturned what was alargely symmetrical reer
faBade into adistinctly asymmetrical one. Since the rear of the building is not visible from the street (s2e Photos# 1 and
2), these dterations havelittle effect on the overal historic gopearance of the building.

The 1922 architect's plans for the schodl indicate that the exterior walls of thewood frame building were originally
finished in gucco. The succo finish was removed and replaced by the present wood shingle in 1953. Failure of the
ducco had causad moigture to enter the walls, caudng rot. The present wood shingle, despite its 1950s date of
application, isan gppropriate exterior finish for the Artsand Crafts yle of the building and for its 1920s date of
congtruction (see Illustration # 6 showing aresidentia building of the same period and style and Illustration # 5 of the
West Auburn School addition of the same period). Small windows that originallyflankedthe main entrance were covered
up when the new shingle siding wes added. Their former exigence is documented in the architect's plans and by the
surviva of their interior trim on the west walls of thetwo dosetsin the entry hall. A pair of lantern-like lighting fixtures
that are dso shown in the architect's plans, may dso have been removed a the same time. Further invedtigation is
necessary to determine whether or not these lightingfixturesever actually exised here.

Ilustration # 2 shows the plan of the building as it gopears today. Illustration # 1 shows the original plan. The current
plan consgsts of acentra section composad of an entry hall with akitchen and two restrooms behind it. On either dde isa
former dassroom. Although the dassrooms are now subdivided into severd smdler arees(later partitions are indicated
on lllugtration # 2 with abroken line), the original door and window frames, doors, window sash, bookcases, cloak
dosats, and pressed metd ceilingsall survive in good condition. Hardwoodfl oors,presumably ingood condition, are
covered with wall-to-wall carpet. Plager, probably original, survives on the upper portions of the walls of the rooms,
while modern pandling hes bean applied over the lower section of the walls. It ispossble that the newer panding covers
tongue and groove wood wainscoat. The possibility of finding such awainscoat is suggested by its survival inthe entry
hall dosets. The interior subdivisons described above gppeear to be removable with relatively little dameageto the
surviving origina materials.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Sites are recorded on the school property, Stes may be present. Two dtes are recorded
in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characterigtics of the property indicate the presence of locationd
criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators for some types of prehistoric Stes. The
schodl islocated on well-drained level to moderately doping topography within 1000 feet of an unnamed pond and
tributary sream of Stone Brook. The arealieswithin the Blackstone River drainage. Ingenerd, however, the potentia
for locating ancient Native American resources on the nominated property islow. Construction impacts related to the

schodl and agphdt parking areaon the relatively small lot (lessthan one-half acre) have adversdy impacted any
prehistoric resourcesthat were originally present.

A low potential aso exigts for locating historic archaeological resources on the Tuttle Square School property. Current
historical and cartographic sources indicate the school parcd was undevdoped prior to congtruction of the present school
in 1922. Although a school haes been present in the generd locale snce the mid-IS™ century, the previous school, a one-

room school, originally stood acrossfrom the Tuttle School on alandscgped trafficidand a the intersection of South and
School Streets.

(END)

8. HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Tuttle Square School is significant in the history of the Town of Auburn for itsrole in public education and public
hedth and medicine. Itstwo-room szeisrepresantative of the samal early 20™ century schools built in Auburn
neighborhoods before the consolidation of the town's many geographically scattered schools into fewer more centralized
multi-classroom buildings. Although severd other two-room schools once exigted in the town, this isthe only one to
survivetoday. Unlike the severa other surviving former one-room Auburn schools, the Tuttle Square School still gands
onitsorigina dte, with mogt of itsorigina features and its dassooms intact. The existing former one-room schools,

(continued)
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including the one that the Tuttle Square Schoal replaced, have been converted to residential use as parts of larger
dwellings. Architecturally, the building is significant as awell-preserved example of the Artsand Crafts Syle that wes
widely popular in the United Statesduring the early 20 century. Itisaso of interest as an example of the early work of
the Worceder architect, Harry L. Meacham.

Early History of Public Education in Auburn

The Town of Auburn (originally known as Ward) was incorporated in 1778. The following year, 200 poundswere st
addefor schooling and the town was divided into five schodl digtricts, or squadrons. The first mention of the names of
the squadronswes in 1789 when they were listed as Sutton Squadron, Leicester Squadron, North and South Squadron on
Progpect Hill, Pakachoag, and Descon Stone's Squadron. The Center Schoal (the 18th century predecessor to the Tuttle
Square Schoal) was included in the Sutton Squadron. A new sguadron in the southeedt section of town was formed in
1790. The Stesof sx schools can be saan onthe 1870 atlas map of Auburn.

Higtory of the Site of Tuttle Square School

A school building is sad to have good in the generd locality of the present Tuttle Square School for 150 years or longer.
The first school to have been built a this location sarved the northwest portion of thetown of Sutton before that sector
became part of Auburn. Its date of congtruction is not presently known, however, it may not have been built any earlier
than the mid-18" century. The Town of Sutton did not teke action to establish its schools until 1730. Eventhen, it did
not build any schoolhouses immediately, but indead, the town's schools were held in private homesfor some time. This
early school, or possibly alater school building on the same site, was included in the territory that was incorporated as the
Town of Ward in 1778. That school became the new town's Center School.

The 1898 Worcester County atlas indicates that the earlier schoal & this location good in the middle of the intersection of
South and School streets. 1t gppears that it was located on the, then dlightly larger, landscaped triangle where the
monument to Chegter P. Tuttle now dands (sse sketch mgp and Illustration # 3). Lillian Koehler, aformer sudent who
atended dassesin both the earlier school building and in the present building, hes confirmed this fact. She remembers
the schoolyard's being surrounded on three Sdesby dirt roads The small Sze of that original 1ot is probably attributable
to itsearly date. 18™ century school lots were notorioudy small, often consisting of nothing more than inconvenient
corner lots or otherwise usdesspieces of land. The old one-room school building wes left ganding initsoriginal location
until after the completion of the new school. Mrs. Koehler remembarstaking her schoolbooks and supplies with her from
the old building to the new one. She says that the teacher told the children to take their coat hooks as souvenirs. The old
one-room school was then moved awvay to anew dte and adgpted for use as part of adwelling (Illustration # 4, MHC #
80). Itstill gandsa 12 Coolidge Street in Aubum.

The lot upon which the present building sands weas given to the town by the Stonefamily, specifically for the construction
of the new District # 1 School. The 1898 atlas magp shows that the land that was to becomethe lot for the new school wes
the northernmogt part of alarger parcd owned by J. B. Stone. At that time, except for severd buildingsfacing on Stone

(continued)
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Street, the rest of the parca northward to School Strest was completdy undeveloped. Further research is necessary to
undersand the sequence of the deveopment of the Stone property and whether the school was built beforeor after
deveopment of the previoudy undeveoped parcd had begun.

The Tuttle Square School and Auburn in the Early 20" Century

The Tuttle Square School was built in 1922 as the District # 1 School or the Auburn Center School. After the opening of
the Mary D. Stone Schoal in the town center in 1929, it was known as the South Street School. Since it was used a times
to housethe overflow from overcrowded dassooms in other buildings, it was so known as the South Street Annex. It
was aso known popularly as the Tuttle Square School because of its location on Tuttle Square

Tuttle Squarewas named in honor of Chedter P. Tuttle, aWorld Wer | field artilleryman, who died in France in 1918.
Tuttle was the only soldier from Auburn to dieinWorld Warl. His memorid sandsacrassfrom the school on a
landscapad trafficidand a the intersection of South and School gtreets (lHustration #3). Theloca Veterans of Foreign
Wars post isdso named for him. The one-room public school that was replaced by the Tuttle Square School stood on the
same triangle of land (apparently somewhat larger than it istoday) where the Tuttle monument now sands.

The Tuttle Square School was built during a period when the inhabitants of Auburn were struggling to accept the long-
esablished fact that their town was no longer asmall rural community. Thetown wasrunasif it were still rural; yet, in
reality, over 80% of the population had dready become "non-agrarian” by 1895. At the beginning of the 20" century, the
magjority of the population of the town condged of first, second, or third generation Americans who worked in thetown's
two largetextile mills or who worked in nearby Worcester. They were mostly French-Canadian or Irish in ethnic origin
and Roman Catholicin religion. Although maog of this group wes fully integrated into the town's economy, some having
lived here as long asfiflty years, few were registered voters and few participated inloca politics. Anglo-Saxon, Protestant
families, who hed lived herefor generations, held the political power. Either working farmersor emotionally attached to
their agrarian pagt, they were both fiscally conservative and less affected i |n many ways by the changing needsof the town
than were the newer arrivals. , ) )

At the beginning of the 20* century the town had no police department, no fire department, no public water supply, ad
few paved roads. Only one of the town schools had more than one room and there was no high school. Yet the opening
of Worceder trolley linesthrough Aubum in 1901 and 1902 encouraged rapid suburban growth of the town. The early
20* century growth of Aubum reflected that of the adjoining city of Worcester during the same period. Undergoing
industrial prosperity between 1891 and 1917, Worcester experienced adoubling of its population and an accompanying
resdential building boom. The city's population growth quickly put development pressure on outlying towns like
Aubum.

(continued)
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The town's population grew from 1,621 in 1900 to 3281 in 1915. During this period, a series of new subdivisions began
to gppear in the northern section of town, nearest Worcester. People who bought housssin these subdivisons mostly
worked in Worcester and had a more urban outlook than did the longtime resdents of the town. Most of their sociad and
economic connections were d<0 in the city. Havinglived previoudy in Worcester or in other urban communities, they
expected the modern conveniences and urban municipal servicesthat were typical of the day. The growth of this sector of
the population brought about ademand for public servicesand municipd infrastructure that reeched acrisis point in the
very year the Tuttle Square School was being built.

At the same timethat Auburn's services and school sygem were under pressureto expand, the region was dso
experiencing growing pains. In the adjoining city of Worcester the public schools were feeling population pressures.
During a period of only ten years, batween 1920 and 1930, twelve new schools were built in Worcester while thirteen
additions were meade to existing schools.

Early 20* Century Efforts a the Modernization of the Auburn Public Schools

During the 19* century the Town of Aubum had been extremey parsmonious in the construction and maintenance of its
schools. This habit of frugality ssams to have been politically even-handed and gpparently did not unfairly shortchange
somedistricts while providing otherswith more up-to-date, better-equipped, and better-maintained buildings. There isno
evidence that the school buildingsin the predominantly "old settler” neighborhoods in the town center, West Auburn, and
Pakachoag were any better than the others. Infact, overcrowding in the mill villages of Stoneville and Pondville hed
begun to cause greater expenditure there while attention to the Center School lagged.

The rapid growth of the town's population during the early 20* century soon dashed with the traditional manner in which
Auburn's public schools were operated. By 1900 there was talk of modernizing the town's school sysem and
consolidating its one-room neighborhood schoals into two larger, multi-classroom schools Building a high school was
aso discussed. Consolidation was being promoted nationwide during the early yearsof the 20* century as a better
education policy. Yet, the old sygem of neighborhood schools won out in Auburn. 1t was decided to build a series of
new two- and three-room schools. This plan was chosen even though there were those who argued that thiswas a
shortsighted expenditure that unwisdaly duplicated facilitieswithout adequately providing for the educational nesdsof the
children. Incarrying out this effort, new schoolhouseswere built during the first twenty years of the century on Rochdde
Street; Burnett Street; Cedar Street; in Pondville; on Mavern Road a Jerome Avenue, and on Southbridge Street. In

1919 the Crow! Hill School was closed after the poorly maintained building failed to pass a date ingpection. Thet |eft
only the Center, West Aubum, and Pekachoag schools unimproved by that date.

Despite the recommendation for school consolidation that had been mede repeatedly over the years by the Auburn School

Committee, popular preference for neighborhood schools created strong resistance to such achange. The Town of

Aubum was operating twelve neighborhood schoodls in 1919. Mogt of them provided only one or two rooms. Two

schools in more populous sections of the town were exceptions. The Boyce Street School had three rooms and the

Stoneville School hed five. Despite the gradua addition of new school buildings over the previous years, the schools
(continued)
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were still severdy overburdened. For example, 114 dudents in grades five though eight were taught in two dassoomsin
the town hall. The one-room Center School on South Street accommodated 46 pupilsin grades one though four. Other
neighborhoods aso had large numbers of children of mixed grade levds (grades one through six) in one-room
schoolhouses. Outside the town center, the number of pupilsin other one-room schools ranged from alow of 19 a Crowl
Hill School to highsof 36 a Pakachoag, 44 & Wes Auburn, and 52 a Elm Hill. Inschoals incertain of the most
overcrowded neighborhoods, such as Stoneville, it was necessary to runtwo Separate sessons per day in order to
accommodate al of the gudents. Although al of these dassooms held sudents of more than one grade, and double
Fs50ns were necessary in soime, mogt children were kept in their own  home neighborhood districts.

Tuttle Square School Caught in the Midst of a Policy Change

The Tuttle Square School wes built in 1922 to replace the old one-room Center Schooal (1llustration #4). At the same time
the West Auburn School wes enlarged with two additional rooms (Illustration #5). Thesetwo school congruction
projectswere the final efforts in what has been caled by Auburn historian, John Hartwell, "a sncere but shortsighted and
ultimately futile program to address problems related to Auburn'srapid growth a thetum of the 20* century.”

In February of 1923, citizens exagperated with the inedequadies of the town's services and infrastructure voted "that the
town of Auburn as awhole be annexed to the City of Worcedter." Shocked by the vote, the power structure of the town
acted quickly. Reforms were passad to make up for the municipa shortcomings. Aspart of thiseffort, decisonswere
mede to build large, modern, multi-room brick schools and to phase out mogt of the small wood frame neighborhood
schoolhouses despite their relatively recent datesof congtruction.

Changes could not be made quickly enough to avoid continued overcrowding of thetown's dassrooms for sometime. In
1925 conditions were still smilar to those reported inl919. Overcrowding of Auburn's schools was exacerbated by the
fact that during the same period that the town was beginning to take remedies to its inadequate school facilities, the
population continued to grow rapidly. Between 1915 and 1940 it more than doubled, climbing from 3,281 to 6,629.

Yet, therise inpopulation kept the pressure on for improved schoal facilities, 0 that by 1929 three new schools hed been
completed and put into service. All were subgtantid, architect-designed, brick buildings built in the Classcal Reviva ad
Colonia Reviva syles that were popularly ussd for school buildings & thetime dl across the United States. The Julia
Bancroft School on Oxford Strest and the Mary D. Stone Schoadl in the town center both hed eight dassrooms. The four-
dasyoom Pakachoag School was built with the possibility of expanson by the addition of four more rooms on an
eventua second floor. Inaddition to the regular dassooms includedinal of thesethree schools there were dso meeting
halls and rooms for manud training dasses. Both of those festures were typical of up-to-date schools of the day. A
newspaper article covering the dedication of the Mary D. Stone School proudly proclaimed the advancesthat had bean
mede in the town's school facilities: "With three new up-to-date school buildings Auburn ranks high in the date and
nation when compared with townsof her 9ze asfar as graded schools are concerned.”

(continued)
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Thesethree new, larger schools essad the situation, athough they still did not provide enough rooms to allow the idedl of
asgpaae dassoom for every grade in every school. 1n 1929 twenty-one dassrooms were devoted to asingle grade,
while five rooms had two grades, and the one-room Maywood School hed three gradesin asingleroom. In that same
year it was dso possble to abandon double sessonsin Auburn schools. Thetown was finally able once again to provide
a s for evary child inits schodls for the full day. Gradudly, the small neighborhood schools were dosed as additional
appropriate facilities were provided for the dementary grades A town high school was longer incoming. Aubum
continued to pay tuition to the City of Worceder, 0 its dudents could attend high school there, until the opening of
Aubum High School, buih in 1935.

Tuttle Square School as an Auburn Public School

Thetota cogt to build and furnish the Tuttle Square School was $12,499.86, fourteen cents under the gppropriated amount
of $12,500. According to the 1923 Building Committee final report, the fee paid to the architect, Harry L. Meacham, was
$573.01. L.O. Irish, was paid $4,009.00 for carpentry work. During the same erg, Irish is said to have been respongible
for building many of the housesin the surrounding Tuttle Square residentid neighborhood. School Department reports
aso show that he was respongble for carpentry work on severd other town schoadls during the early 20* century.

The Tuttle Square School was equipped with two dassrooms, an entry vestibule, separate restrooms for both boysand
girls, awater fountain; electric lights, and coal-fired, hot air hesting. Each dassoom haed a"wardrobe’ (materids sorage
goace?) and abuilt-in abookcase  1tisundear whether the entry vestibule served as a cloakroom or whether the closetin
each dassoom, called a"wardrobe” in the architect's plans, sarved as the cloakroom.

Thelife of thisbuilding as aregular public school was relatively brief, 9nce the town changed its policy toward
neighborhood schools dmogt as soon &s its congruction was completed. The school ssas to have opened in the fall of
1923 and to have continued in operation until about 1933. The recollections of sudents who attended the school during
that period indicatethat, during the early years of its operation, grades one through three were held in the southern room
and gradesfour and five in the northern room. Grades six through eight were held in the Town Hall until 1929. By about
1927-1928 the fifth grade had apparently dso besn moved dsawhere, Snce there were only two grades in eech classsoom
a Tuttle Square ~ grades one and two in the south room and grades three and four in the north room.  School Department
reports list LuciaM. Field and Egtelle Miller as teechersin the school from the fall of 1923 through the spring of 1928.
From the fall of 1928 though 1932 it gppears that there was only asingle teaecher in the building. Gertrude Loring
apparently taught amixed first and sscond grede dass, presumably in asingle room of thetwo-room school. During
1932-1933, the final year of the school's operation, there were individual teechersfor each of the two grades Miss
Loring taught the first grade and IdaY offee taught sscond grade With two teachers on staff, both rooms were certainly in
use that year. By about 1934 dassooms in the town's newly built schools had gpparently provided enough gpace o that
the Tuttle Square School could be dosad down permanently as part of the effort to consolidate the town's dementary
schools

(continued)
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Consolidation and the Disposition of the Town's Decommissioned Schools

By 1940, the lagt of the town's one- and two-room schools had bean closed. Severd of them were still owned by the town
and vacant.  The school report for the year ending 1936 noted that the windows of the Tuttle Square School had been
boarded up. However, the town clearly continued to maintain the building, snce the following year it was " painted
outsde two coats” The 1941 schodl report included arecommendation to sall three old schoolhousesthat had not been
used for nearly six years. Ressonsgiven for recommending the sslewere the cogt of insurance and upkegp and the fact
that they were outmoded. 1t was noted: "...the day of amdl one-room school houses hes gone by. No parent wishes his
or her child to attend such aschool...." Yet the report conduded that the Tuttle Square School ws still useful to the
town, dnce it provided two vacant schoolrooms that could be used as backup dassrooms for the larger Mary D. Stone
School nearby on Church Street.

Further research is necessary to undergand how many other neighborhood schools were retained and exactly what role
they played in the overall operation of the town's schools. It isassumed that not only the Tuttle Square School but aso
others sarved as safety vaves for the eventud future overcrowding of the new consolidated schools. A ca 1971
newspgper article notesthe upcoming closing of the three-room Boyce Street School (now no longer standing) builtin
1908 and enlarged about 1918. The fact that it wes still in operation a such late adate, indicates that the Tuttle Square
School was not the only one of the old neighborhood schoals to have found ongoing usefulness many years after the
opening of the larger consolidated schools.

Later Usesof the Building

After itsorigina closing as aneighborhood schoal in the 1930s the Tuttle Square School building was usefully occupied
for many years, either by the Auburn School Department or by interests supported by the Town of Auburn. During World
War || the town set up a"Base Hospita" in the Tuttle Square School to be used in caseof ssbotage or air raids. [t wes
described as being "equipped with complete hospital supplies, an operating room, and twenty hospital beds™ After the
war, in 1947, the building was adgpted to housethe offices of the Auburn School Department. However, one room in the
building was still kept available for eventua dasroom use From 1948 to 1953, during arenewed period of school
overcrowding after World Wer I1, that room was usd for first grade dasses It is undear whether the school department
offices continued to be housed in the building during this period Snce a 1949 dudent recdls that two dassooms were
occupied in that year, with the first grade in the south room and the second grade in the north room.  After an addition was
completed for the Mary D. Stone Schoal in about 1954, the building was no longer nesded for overflow dasses Whileit
continued to be usad as school department offices during this period, part of the goacewas still reserved for a classroom.
Specid education dasses were held here gpparently s recently asthe 1970s The school department vacated the building
in 1981, when its offices were moved to larger quarters in the former Randall Schooal.

From 1983 through mogt of the 1990s the Tuttle Square School sarved as offices for the Auburn District Nursing
Association. Egtablished in 1919 and partially supported by the town from its beginning, this organization provides local
families with low-cost hedth sarvices, home hedth care, and visiting nurses. From 1919 until 1979 the nursing
associaion hed itsofficesin the Auburn Town Hall. 1n 1983, after afew years of renting office goacefrom the

(continued)
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Pakachoag Community Church, the organization came to an agresment with the town to rent the Tuttle Square School for
its offices & acog of one dollar per year. The association was respondble for the cog of hedt, electricity, water, and
reimbursement to the town for insurance. After the goacein the schoadl building became too smdll for its operations, the
nursng association moved to larger facilitiesthat it purchased a another location.

Recent History of the Building
In the late 1990's, the building sood vacant for saverd years Then, in 1999, a unanimous vote a town meeting gpproved
its leese to the Auburn Historical Society for use a an Auburn history museum. The society is currently making plans to
restore and adgpt the building for itsnew use  Like the nursing association, the historical society hes agreed to pay rent to
the town of onedollar per year.

Architect '

Harry L. Meacham (ca 1884-1957), aWorcester architect, desgned the Tuttle Square School. Born in Worcester, the son
of Charles and Ella (Kelly) Meacham, he married Elizabeth Mountjoy. Hewas amember of the Massachusetts State
Association of Registered Architects and was presdent of the Worcester Society of Architects and Engineers. Hewas
treasurer of the Millbury Kiwanis Club, Magter of the Millbury Grange, amember of the Worcester Central Pomona
Grange, the Worcester Grange and the date and national Granges.

Relatively little is known about Meacham's career. According to his obituary, he was the architect for S. Josgph's
Abbey, a picturesque monagery complex buih in 1951 for Trappist monks neer Worcester, in Spencer, Massachusatts

It d=0 credits him with having "designed and supervised congtruction of many schools, churches, manufacturing plants
and offices throughout New England.” The Massachusatts Public Safety Records Index lists Meacham as the designer of
three projectsin Auburn, all done a about the same time. In 1922 and 1923 he designed not only the Tuttle Squeare
Schooal, but dso the West Auburn School addition and the parish housefor the First Congregationd Church. Also in
1922, he designed the original section (now atered) of Chaffins School in Holden, Massachusetts.  The Massachusetts
Historical Commisson MACRIS database listing credits him as the architect of the Federated Church of Charlton,
Massachusstts of 1940.

Nothing isknown of Meacham's architectural or engineering training. Since his obituary does not mention degrees from
any indtitutions of higher learning, he may have gotten much of histraining onthejob. ListingsinWorcester city
directories suggest that Meacham darted as adraftaman for the New England Power Company and Connecticut River
Power Company a 35 Harvard Stret in Worcester around 1920. The following year he was employed as adraftsman for
the engineering firm of Samud H. Fitcher Company a 44 Front Stireet inWorcester. 1n 1922 the city directory listed him
as an architect for the first time. In that year his business address was the same as that of the Pitcher Company and Fitcher
ligted itself not smply as "engineers” as it had previoudy, but, indead, as "engineersand architects” Presumably
Meacham wes the architect in the firm, however it isnot dear what the relationship was. Plansfor the Tuttle Square
Schoal drawn by Meacham during the period that he would ssam to have been assodiated with Pitcher are credited

(continued)
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entirely to him, with no reference to Pitcher. The dliance with Fitcher, if it ever existed, was short-lived. By 1924
Meacham was working on his own, listed as an architect a& 571 Main Street. The 1929 city directory lissshimas an
architect and engineer. By 1940 his firm was known as Harry L. Meecham Assodiates, architects and engineers. About
196 Meacham moved his office to his home in Millbury, Massachusetts, where he had lived for mog of his career.

Further research is necessary to develop alarger sampling of Meacham's work. Since 0 few of his buildings have yet
be identified, it isnot possble a the present timeto make judgments as to the characterigtics, quality, or deveopment
of hiswork. The Tuttle Square School and the West Auburn School addition completed a short time later were clearly
among his earliest designs, snce he only began advertisng himself as an architect in 1922.

The Artsand Crafts Style

The Tuttle Square School isawdl-preserved example of the Artsand Crafts style, astyle that was widely popular in the
United States during the first three decadesof the 20* century. The Arts and Crafts style evolved from the Gothic Revival
dyle in England during the mid- and late-19* century. With itsoriginsin the work of desgner William Morris and
architect Philip Webb, it was basad on an aesthetic of Smple desgn cdebrating the merits and originality of the
handcrafted architecture and decorative arts of the pre-indugtrial period.

In the United States, the Artsand Crafts style was maedewidely popular by The Craftsman, amagazine published by
furniture maker, Gugave Stickley, between 1900 and 1916. Almogt gark inits smplicity, the American version of the
dyle was characterized by low geble or hip roofs, bargeboards, with exposed rafters projecting under broad eaves More
often than not, early 20th century American examples of the style forsook handcrafted dementsfor machine-made and
sometimes even pre-fabricated, machinemade components.

A digtinctive fegture of the style was afocus on architecturd texture. Characterigtic of the Arts and Crafts style isthe
ornamenta use of highly textured stonework, the contrasting textures of plain board trim or dgpboards againg wood
shingle, and aso the textural effect of Succo exterior finish. Thesetexturd effectsare part of the Tuttle Square School.
Here highly textured stonework is ssen in the foundation. Smooth bargeboards and window trim contrast with the rough
siding (now wood shingle but originally succo ~ both popular Arts and Crafts exteriorfinishes).

Tuttle Square School, Stucco and Wood Shingle Finish and the Artsand Crafts Style

The sdlection of masonry-like stucco as the original finish of the Tuttle Square School may have been intended to reflect
the cultural substance of the town center and the symbolic role that it holds in the life of the community. Stucco wasa
popular choice for Arts and Crafts style buildings. Derived from the succo parging that was often ussd in England on
buildings of the medieva period, it was widely used for this syle both in England and in the United States. Therough
texture of stucco-finished exterior walls was chasen both for its" natural” gppearance and for its substantiad masonry-like
quality. Large succo houses, many with Classca gyletrim of the sort used for the main entrance of the Tuttle Square
School, can be seentoday in the most degant early 20* century residential neighborhoods in city of \Worcester.
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By the early 20* century. Classica style and other more exotic dementswere often combined with the highly stylized
medievd formsand details that were typica of the Artsand Craftsstyle. Aswas characterigtic of much of the 1920s
period residential architecture in the New England region, the Tuttle Square School combines seemingly conflicting rustic
and Classicd dementsto create a comfortable look with atwist of traditional eegance Herethe refined Classcd syle
doorframe contrasts with the Gothic-inspired rugtic exposed rafters and stick brackets, and with the rough finish of the
origina stucco exterior (now rough wood shingle siding).

Stucco was popular during the early 20* century period for other styles as well, including Tudor, Mediterranean, Northem
European Picturesque, and English Cottage. Not only was this material widely usad for dwellings during this period, but
it wes aso often usad for schoals (Ilustration # 7). Severd stucco-finished school buildingswere built in Worcester
during the early 20* century. Two examples are the Thorndyke Road School, 1927 and Becker College, ca. 1920s, both
in the Arts and Crafts style.

The wood shingle that later replaced the origina stucco finish of the Tuttle Square School was aso widely usd in the
United Statesfor buildingsin the Artsand Craftsstyle. Wood shingle was chosen for use with the Artsand Crafts style
for its"honest" and unassuming character and itsinherently American derivation. Wood shingle is anative material that
was used in early American dwellings, especidly aong the New England coadt. The use of wood shingle for the Arts and
Crafts gyle ssams to have flowed naturaly from its use for the earlier Queen Anne and Shingle styles that were popular in
New England during the late 19* century. The dmaost Bunga ow-like gpopearance and the rustic Artsand Craftstrim of
the Tuttle Square School are as well suited to the present wood shingle finish as they were to itsoriginal stucco finish.

Design of Tuttle Square Schoadl in the Context of American School Architectureof the Day

The style, design dements, and interior features of the Tuttle Square Schoadl are representative of public schools of its day.
Like desgnsfor smdl schools ssen in architectural plan books of the period, the Tuttle Square School is built on asmple
rectangular plan with ahip roof to give it en imposing form and with an daborate Classcd trestment of themain
entrance. Flan books a0 show that the amost residential gppearance of the Tuttle Square School was aso common to
amal schools (see Illustration # 7). Both itsresdential character and the affinity of its form to popular American
examples of the Arts and Craftshouse can be seen by comparing it to dwellings of the period, such as the one ssen in
Iustration # 6 built from a Sears, Roebuck ready-to-build Artsand Craftshousekit.  Early 20* century school plan
books ds0 called for practical features that are found as major dementsof this building. They include a bank of large
windows on one dde of the dassoom (Photos # 1 and 2), oriented either to the eadt or the west and equipped with
window shedes; built-in bookcases (Photo # 5); doakrooms (lllustration # 1); and water fountains (lllustration # 1). The
pressed metd cellings seen here (partially visible in Photo # 5) are another feature often used for school buildings during
the late 19* and early 20* centuries.

Comparisons Between the Tuttle Square and West Auburn Schools
Almost smultaneoudy with the congtruction of the Tuttle Square Schooal, an addition to the West Auburn School (no

(continued)
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longer ganding. Illustration # 5, MHC # 137) was mede Desgned by the same architect, Harry L. Meacham, the addition
gavethe one hundred West Aubum School anew main faBade (1llustration # 5) that was smilar to that of the recently
completed Tuttle Square School. The new front section was aone-gory, center-entry, single-pile, hip-roofed building
with a projecting, gable-roofed center pavilion. It gopears to havefollowed the same plan as Tuttle Square, with one
cdasroom on ether 9de of acentral entry vestibule. Trimmed with Classical features, including corner pilasters, friezes,
and gable returns, it hed as itsmgjor decorétive feature a Classica-gyle pedimented doorframeat the main entrance.
Although different in desgn from the one a Tuttle Square, the doorframe had the same ennobling effect on the overal
gopearance of the otherwise very smple design of the building. Unlike the original stucco exterior finish of the Tuttle

Square School, the West Aubum School gppears to have been sheathed in wood, either dgpboard or, possibly, wood
shingle.

(END)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundaries of this property coincide with the boundaries of lot identified by the Aubum Assesor as Lot 35, Map 49.
This lot is shown on Aubum Assessor's Megps# 49 and # 57 (sse attached Assessor's Mgps49 and 57).

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

These boundaries were sdected because they ae the historic boundaries of the ot on which the building hes good since
its congtruction in 1922.
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Photographer: Qusan Ceccecc Date: June 2000 Negative a: Aubum Historical Commission

Looking SE near intersection of South and School Streets
Looking NE from South Street

Main entrance, looking E

Rear fabade, looking N

Interior, west wall of south dassroom
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Illustration, sketch plan , origina

Ilustration, sketch plan, 2000

Illustration, view looking south from Tuttle Square, with Chester Tuttle memorid
Ilustration, Old Center School

Ilustration, West Aubum School

Illustration, Arts and Crafts house smilar to Tuttle School

Illustration, Arts and Crafts style one-room school
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ILLUSTRATION #3 View lookiiig southfromTuttle Square Mainfe™adeof the Tuttle Souere Schod is san in the digance witii the Chester P.Tuttle
monumat in the foreground. The old aneroom Aubum Canter Schod that wes relaced by the presant Tuttle Square Schod good on the Site of the
presant hixdscgped traffic idand a Tuttle Souare whare the monumat is now located.



ILLUSTRATION #4 Old Cater Schod Now part of adwdling a 12 Codidge Stredt, the former schod is the onestary, gableroofed sstion inthe
foreground. This schodhouse good on atriangular lot a the comer of South and Schod dredts imtil after the congmction of the presant Tuttle Souare
Schod wes completed.



ILLUSTRATION #5 West Aubum Schod (no longer ganding), m ” fefade added 1922-1923, Harry U Meedham, architest. Its Sding iswoad
shingle itsorigind 1920's exterior maeid. This view dhows the building after the origind batiks of windows on gther 9de of the man entrance hed
bean dosd up.



ILLUSTRATION #6 Artsad Crafts gyle house amilar in form to the Tuttle Soquaere Schodl, sold as akit by Sears Rodoudk and Campary



Elevation drawling for astandardized

Wisconsin rural school, 1917. (S. A.
Challman, The Rural School Plant)

ILLUSTRATION #7  Artsad Crafts gyle oneroom sthod finishedwith a duoco exterior. Thisis an exarpe of a
ylish plan book desgn. Because of its amdl 9ze and Artsand Crafts syle, it hes much the sare goperace ss a
dwdling. The bark of windows on ane wall is characteridtic of recommanded schod desgn of the eally 20¢ century

period.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 02000129 Date Listed: 3/8/2002

Property Name: Tuttle SquareSchool < v'",  Coimty: Worcester State MA

Multiple Name

This property islisted in the National Register of Historic Flacesin accordance with the attached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusons, or anendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.

Sgnature of the Kegper Date of Action

Amended Itemsin Nomination: This SLR mekes atechnica correction to the registration form.
In Section 10 of the form the acreege of the nominated arealis given in squarefeet: the State hes
confirmed that the acreegefigureis less than one acre. The form is amended to note the new

aorespe figure.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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NAME:
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The Commonweslth of Massachuseits AT PRTSBf
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

December 26, 2001 Massachusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull , o !
National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior '

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240 > . -

Dear Ms. Shull: [~
Enclosad please find the following nomination form: '
Tuttle Square School, Aubum (Worcester), MA *~

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: Susan Weagle, AubumHistorical Commission
Robert Grossman, Chair, Board of Selectmen
Susan Ceccacci, Preservation Consultant
David Del oUis, Planning Board Chair

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470.Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



