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1 Broadway
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U. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Department of the Navy
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[7 DESCRIPTION
(Cliec/lc Oneld

[X] Excellent . Good . Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered . Unaltered n  Moved Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL f/f known,) PHY SICAL APPEARANCE

The Naval Hospital Boston Historic District is conprised of five build-
ings erected prior to1858 and a nionber of other buildings erected priorto
1920. The original five and many of those built subsequently arestill i n
use though not necessarilyfor the original purpose. Although the origina
site was 115 acres, according t oDr. Dexter's deed, theact of February 20,
1828 by the Massachusetts Legislature ceding jurisdiction tothe United Stat€
over atract of land purchased by themin Chelsea for the erection of a
naval hospital thereon cited "74 acres of land, be t he sane nore or |ess.”
The Naval Facilities Engineering Gonmand General Devel opment Mp of April 3,
1969 shows Navy owned | and of 87.85 acres. On Decenber 1, 1972, t he Public
VWrks Departnent of the Naval Hospital cited 87.99 acres. The site "begin-
ning at a point of lowwater mark on the north side of the northern channe
of Mystic River, where i t touches Chel sea Bridge, thence northeasterly along
the north side of Salem Turnpike road 15 rods, thence northerly 8 rods and 3
links, from thence northeasterly 15 rods and 6 |inks, from thence southerly
to t he Sal emTurnpike, from thence northeasterly tolsland End River from
thence by a line due westerly toM Il River, fromthence southwesterly along
low water line of said river toits junction with Mystic River, thence
sout heasterly along the northwesterly |l owwater |ine of the north channel of
Mystic River tothe place of beginning."

Quarters A occupied by the Cormanding Officer of the Naval Hospita
Boston, has sonetimes been reputed t obe t heol dest building intheDistrict
Anmap by S P Fuller of 1827 shows "house" at t hespecific site, but records
in the Public Wrks files of the Hospital indicate that the house was act u-
ally built 1 n185. Through the years nunerous repairs have been effected
during amajor renovationof 1917 a fire did considerable damage. As it
stands today, i tis abrick, two-story square building with mansard roof
formng athird floor or attic. Two interior chimeys rise high fromt he
slate roof which has one rounded dormnmer w ndow on each side and a pair on
front. Adentil nolding enriches thecom ce around the eaves. Atwo-story
attachment with pitchedroof istothe rear. This attachnent apparently
housed the utility areas, including kitchen and subsidiaryliving spaces on
second floor. The sane dentil treatment i s continued around this attach-
ment. C the main portion of the building, a columed veranda enconpasses
the front and two si des, one of which has been enclosed by w ndows. There
is one entry inthe center of the front leading into a central hall; another
entry is fromthe front veranda into the enclosed portion.

The chimmey on t he right side of the building originally served back-to-
back fireplaces, one of which has been bricked up. The fireback is of cast
iron, the mantel, possibly of marble, painted over

See Attached Picture of Quarters A

Building 1 of the Naval Hospital Boston enconpasses t he original Nava
Hospital, conm ssioned and occupied on January 7, 1836; a westerly w ng
added i n 1865 and an additionto the North endin 1903. The wing was added
so skillfully that the dividing line i s notreadily apparent. Records indi-
cate that the original building was 149" x 71' and nade of Vernont granite.
There arethree floors, acellar and an attic with pyramdal roof. Ventila-
tion initially was by flues inpartition walls which were continued 4 above

' (cent.)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
' + NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts

ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  coVNTY

Suffolk
JIN 15193 A INVENTORY « INATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL (Continuation  Sheet) ENTRY NUMBER

Naval Hospital Boston AG 1

I "TION  (cent.)

the roof. The roof ispyramdal with 5 dormers infront, apparentlyadded
after 1836, t hecenter one being three narrow wi ndows w de; the others being
standard width w ndows. There is a skylight onthe Eastern roof, reputed to
be over the ol dsurgical ward. There areventilation flues on western end of
mai n building, 2 closely spaced dornmer w ndows on west end. The 1903 attach-
ment tothe north has a pitched roof with no dormer.

Facade: gable end on Vést

relatively flat facade with center doubl e-w ndow bay on three
floors as shall ow octagonal inset.
Wndows: on Wstern half of main building, 2 bays across
Northern addition has pitched roof, interior chimey, 3 narrow bays wi de,

4 bays deep
Coursing: granite
Fronts onriver and i s on southern exposure of the hill. Built to accom

nodat e 100 patients.

Since 1915 has housed personnel assigned t othe hospital; now serves offi-
cially as Bachelor Officer Quarters.

See Attached Picture

Buil dings 2 and 3 of Naval Hospital Boston date back t o about 1836; i n 1835
a Naval Appropriation Act had transferred t othe Bureau of O dnance an area of
land for a Magazine Site. Building 2 of huge granite, rough ashlars, was
divided by two |ongitudinal brick walls and t heoriginal roof, still intact,is
of brick, 1 nlong arches toward the center, except thecentral area which i s of
brick, but of the "done" type, numerous smal| dones of about 1 foot i ndiameter
A slate roof of the 2-way sl ope supported by structural steel has evidently
been added i n conparativelyrecent times and the building i s now so designed
that explosionwill be directed upward through the roof, rather than outward
through the walls.

Building 3 was of sane construction and was used during the periodthe
Radio Station was used at this site; it was converted and used as quarters for
Chief Radio Operator.

These were transferred back t othe Naval Hospital i n February 1931 and are
now used as storeroons.

Buil ding 59 of Naval Hospital Boston, now i n use as Bachel or Enlisted
Quarters and undergoing interior nodernization, was conpleted i n Decenber 1857
as a Marine Hospital, for which Congress sold 10 acres of the Naval Hospital
site totheTreasury Department for $50,000. The brick building cost was
$393,452.48. There were originally three stories above a basenent, but after
1866, a fourth story was added by the adoption of a "French" or mansard roof,
allowing the use of the attic. 1n1939, a severe hurricanetore theslate
roof of f and uprooted 69 trees. The dorners have subsequently been altered
to shed-type.

The original design provided for acentral building 80 long, 50" widewit!
wings on each end 100" long and 30' wide. n both the facade and t herear

(cent.) GPO 9217 24
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elevation thefirst, second and third floors with 8 rounded arches i n each had
arcades extendi ngbetween the twoprotruding wings. The facade arches are now
glassed in. There appears tobe a single exterior chimey extending through
the roof onthe left wing. Although nuch of the original iron work is still
in e ”ence, around the entries, it was discoveredat an early date that flaws
in the windows and cast iron roof permtted seepage and a new roof was pro-
posed. The storeroomand |aundry tothe rear arebrick; thestable, isolation
ward and gate house were franme. Subsequently, thestable and storeoom have
been convertedt oother uses. The building even as it now stands reflectsthe
19th Century's experimentation with iron colums; andt hearcades and curved
dorm‘;‘zj wi ndows of the mansard roof reflected the French influence of that
period.

In June 1940, the building was released t othe Navy Departnent once nore.
There area nunber of other buildings i nthe Naval Hospital Boston Historic
District over 50 years of age but it isbelieved that thefive discussed above
are of primaryhistorical inportance. As a matter of general interest, how
ever, sone of the other buildings and their dates are:

The Red OGross Building 1918
The Enlisted Men's Qub 1920
The Maintenance Garage 1900

The Paint Shop 1918
The Vdves Quarters 1900
Quarters B§C 1907
Quarters O 8 P 1900
Quarters T 8§ U . 1900
Quarters H 1910
Quarters D 1927

GPO 92 1.724
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1 | Communications A Military Theater
I 1 Conservation Music rn  Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Naval Hospital Boston i sthe ol”st Naval Hospital i ncontinuous active
service inthe United States. Historically, apparently referred to as
"Naval Hospital at Charlestown (Chelseasite)," then as Naval Hospital,

Chel sea, and currently as Naval Hospital Boston, Chelsea. The current
designation was effected i norder toindicate the proximty of the Naval
Hospital facilities andtraining progranms t othe acknow edged outstanding
medi cal environnent of Boston and thus attract potential Navy doctorst o
the Chelsea duty station.

Currently, Naval Hospital Boston conprises numerous buildings. Building

is known t ohave been commissioned and opened January 7, 1836, one of the
first three hospitals authorized specifically t oacconmodate Naval personnel)
who until that time had been treated at Marine hospitals, supported i nlarge
part by personal taxes |evied on Naval personnel (twenty cents a nonth from
pay of every officer, seanman and marine i nthe naval service). Naval
personnel were dissatisfied with what they considered neager facilities of
the Marine Hospital and often desertedrather than use thefacilities.

The acreage of the district isdirectly traceable t o Sanuel Maverick
and was thesite of the first permanent settlement i nthe Massachusetts Bay
Colony i n Boston Harbor; i.e., Sanuel Maverick's Palisades House, which
records showhe fortified i n 1625 against thelndian attacks. The hospital
site was the termnus of the first county road i nthe Colony - t he Salem
Turnpi ke, now Broadway i n Chel sea; also, it was thesite of the |anding of
the first ferry between Wnnisiranet (nowChel sea), Charl estown and Boston,
My 8, 1631. The toll gate was at t heentrancet othe hospital grounds and
records indicate sone disagreenent as totheright of way. | tis believed
that thesite was occupied i n1775 by the left wptg of Washington's arny;
l'ikewi se, the people of Chelsea arereputed t ohave gathered on the siteto
vatch the Battle of Bunker Hill i nprogress across the Mystic River on June
17, 1775; nany of t he wounded were brought back t othe hillside by boat.

In 1811, Congress authorized withdrawal of the Naval Portion of the tax
laonies col l ected fromsea-going personnel ($50,000) and transferred itto a
Naval Hospital Fund. The Secretary of Vr, t he Secretary of the Navy and
the Secretary of the Treasury were directed t oadmnister the fund as a
Board of Commissioners. @ July 10, 1832, Congress nade the Secretary of
the Navy the sole trustee and al so provided for the construction of Naval
hospitals at Charl estown, Mass. (Chelsea site), Brooklyn, NY., and Pensa-
cola, Florida.

On Septenber 23, 182S, Dr. Aaron Dexter, a Boston physician, sold
i pproxi mately 115 acres for $18,000 t ot he Conmi ssioners of Naval Hospitals;
jecause of uncertainty astothelegality of the transaction, on4

(cent.)



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

For the Relief of the Sick and Disabled. A History of the First U. S.
Public Health Service Hospital, Richard H. Thurm, 1970

Oé‘g;ial records, correspondence and documents on file at Naval Hospital

on.

10. OEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

w42 ¢ 23 38" 71 ° 02' 58"
ne 42 : 23 252 71 ° 02' 31"
SE 42 23+ 04 71 ° 02' 48"
sw 42 0 23- 17- 71 o 03- 16

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OFNOMINATED

Degrees Minutes Seconds

PROPERTY: 87.

LATITUPE ANC LONJGI +'«sJDE COORDINATES

ILIST ALL STATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY"

B

11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE:

Captain Janes M Sanders. Jr..

Naval Hospital Boston

STREET AND NUMBER:

1 Broadway

CITY OR TOWN:

Chelsea, Massachusetts
[12.  STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICA IION

As the designated State Liaison Officer fortheNa-

tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

eevaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

ational State Q Local .

Name

0 DEFINING THti CtiNiTiLR POINI OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
° ® o » >
85 aCrcCs
COUNTY:
COUNTY:
counTY: REGISThR

JOH”V.X. DA”OREN, Secretary of th”

Comlnolwealth; Chairman of the
TitiMasSi./Historical Coitiinission

Date

MBS WBN Administrative Officer

DATE

March 1, 1973

M assachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included inthe
National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Histor®  Preservation
Ddte
ATTEST
Keeper of Tti"National Registi
Date

GPO 931.894
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Decenber 1826, Dr. Dexter again deeded the sane site t o "The United States of
Anerica." The Massachusetts Legislature ceded t othe United States jurisdic-
tion over the site on 20 February 1828, reservingthe right toserve its civil
and crimnal processes.

In 1832, $26,000 was appropriated out of U S Treasury for construction
at Charlestown, Mss. (Chelsea site) because inthe Vdr of 1812 noney of t he
Naval Hospital Fund had been used for other purposes; and the Treasury appro-
priation was a form of retribution with no exact accounting. Qher suns were
appropriated i n 1835 and 1836 and 1837, at which time $2750 was incl uded f or
the Magazi ne.

The physical features of Dr. Dexter's land were of great value in estab-
lishing the hospital there. | twas high (112' above sea |l evel) and accessible
to good water transportation, being right onthe Mystic River and one term nus
of aferry, andtogood |and transportation, being at theend of the Sal em
Turnpike. The site was ideal and i n selection of the appropriatesite for
the Marine Hospital tobe built, theCollector and Hospital Agent of the Marine
Hospital wote tothe Secretary of Treasury i n Decenber 1854, "As regards
accessibility, airiness, salubrity, andisolation, they (the grounds owned by
Naval Hospital in Chelsea) areall that could be wished." Westerly breezes
fromthe river and the hospital is protected by the hill fromthe NE storns
which prevail for six nonths of the year. Water is supplied fromthe Mystic
reservoir and i s abundant in quantity and very good i nquality. The atnos-
phere was thus considered clean and healthy, and t heinstitution later proved
to be theonly naval hospital on the entire Atlantic coast absolutelyfree
frommalarial poison. >

In 1836 ground was tumed over tothe Bureau of Odnance for a Mag”i ne.
The Buildings 2 and 3 were built as magazines and al so subsequently usedi n
connection with aradio station establishedon the hospital site and subse-
quently discontinued and now used as storerooms. |t is believedthatthe
Constitution was loaded with amunition directly from these magazi nes. The
Bureau of Ordnance returned the property t ohospital cognizance i n 1911.

In the mddle of the 19th Century, 10 acres were sold t othe Treasury
Departnent as thesite of a new Marine Hospital Building (the forerunner of
the Public Health Hospital) which was conpleted in Decenber 1857. The buil ding;
has had sone alterations through the years, e.g., afourth story added i n 1866
and a new roof after the 1938 hurricane, but the basic design i s reasonably
intact. The building, which intime of need also served t heoverload fromt he
Navy Hospital, was returned officially t othe Navy Department and has since
been used as Bachelor Enlisted Quarters.

Many ot her buildings (both tenporary and permanent i n structure) have been
erected on thesite; thecurrent main hospital building - Building #22 - was
conpleted i n1915 just intime tostruggle with the very severe flu epidemc
of 1917.

GPO 921.7 24
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1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aoolgned by NPS
Naval Hospital Boston Naval Hospital i~ 14198 ;
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
M assachusetts Suffolk Chelsea
STREET AND NUMBER

1 Broadv/ay

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCET.S.Seologial Survey

*Boston North N4222.5 1956 1:24000
AMT7100/7.5

REQUIREMENTS: PROtP"aTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW

See Pertinent:, rectangle on nap
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHNGTON, D. C. 20301 V JUN 1973

IR

INSTALLATIONS AND LOGISTICS

Dr. Ernest Allan Connally
Director, Office of Archeology and
Historic Preservation
National Park Service
U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240
Dear Dr. Connally:
In compliance with the provisions of Executive Order 11593, May 10,
1971, we are pleased to forwardfor your consideration the nomination
of the U, S. Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Massachusetts, as a National

Historic District to the National Register of Historic Places,

Sincerely yours,

Edwardl Jj/Sheridan
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Installations and Housing)

Enclosure



CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
(Block 12)

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate the
property at 1 Broadway, Chelsea, Massachusetts, (Naval Hospital,
Chelsea) to the National Register, certifying that the State Historic
Preservation Officer has been allowed the required time in which
to evaluate its significance and affix his signature in Block No. 12
of Department of Interior Form 10-300 (since replaced). The
recommended level of significanceis NATIONAL.

illan S. Kerr uM( 7 m)

Federal Representative Signature Date '

Director Base Requirements, OASD(IfalL)
Title

\'L-".
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Advisory

Council On $OMNMOL 16 Cd. '
Higoric

Preservation

1522 K Street NW.

Washington D.C.
20005
N 7 198

M. L. F. Bretta

Regi onal Admi nistrator

General Services Administration

Regi on |

John W MCoirnmack Post Office and Courthouse
Bost on, Massachusetts 02109

Dear M. Bretta:

h October 4, 1978, t heCouncil received your determ nation that

disposition of theformer US Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Massachusetts

to theCity of Chelsea, would have no adverse effect onthat Na-
tional Register property. Thebasis for that determnation i s
that:

1) The redevel opment will be inaccordance with the City of
Chel sea's "Devel opnent Master Plan and Reasibility Analysis" as
prepared by Anderson-Nichols and Gonpany, INC., et. al.; and,

2) General Services Adm nistration will nake t hesaleand
conveyance of t heproperty subject toconditions that ensure
t hecontinued preservation andmaintainence of buildings A 1, 2,
3, 4, and 59. The specific terms arecontained i n page 2 of your
letter of Cctober 14, 1976, t oM. John D MDernott (attached).

Based on t heabove conditions t heExecutiveDirector will not
object toyour determ nation of no adverse effect i f GBA makes
the sale and conveyance of t heproperty subject tothefollowing
additional condition:

The Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO
will be offered an opportunity t oreviewandcoiranent on t he final
plans and specifications for rehabilitation or alteration projects
effecting thebuildings mentioned i n Chapter 4 of the Master Pl an.
[f, after reviewof theplans andspecifications, theSHOis of
the opinion that theproject as proposed will have an adverse
effect onthe historic properties, thepurchaser will request the
comments of t heCouncil pursuant t oSection 800.4(e) of the
Councils Procedures.



If you agree to this condition, please sign onthe concurrence line
bel ow and return this letter tous. Upon receipt wewll ac-

knowl edge that the Executive Director does not object to your de-
termnation of noadverse effect. This will satisfy your respon-
sibility pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preser-
vation Act of 1966 (16 US C 470F, as anended, 90 Stat. 1320) and
the Council's "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and
Cultural Properties" (36 CF R Part 800).

As you know, conpliance with the Councils Procedures i s a separate
process from obtaining "certified" rehabilitation status fromthe
Secretary of the Interior for purposes of the Tax ReformAct of
1976. I rthe project developer wishes todetermine i fhis project
qualifies asacertified rehabilitation, the plans andspecifica-
tions forthe project nmust be submtted tothe Heritage Conserva-
tion and Recreation Service directly for review

Thank you f or your cooperation.
Sincerely,

SGN\ED

Myra F. Harrison
Assistant Director
Office of Review and Conpliance

| Concur



