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[7 DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(C/iec/c OneJ 

[X] E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L f / f k n o w n , ) P H Y SI C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Naval Hospital Boston Historic District is comprised of five build­
ings erected prior to 1858 and a niomber of other buildings erected prior to 
1920. The original five and many of those b u i l t subsequently are s t i l l in 
use though not necessarily for the original purpose. Although the original 
site was 115 acres, according to Dr. Dexter's deed, the act of February 20, 
1828 by the Massachusetts Legislature ceding jurisdiction to the United Stat€ 
over a tract of land purchased by them in Chelsea for the erection of a 
naval hospital thereon cited "74 acres of land, be the same more or less." 
The Naval Facilities Engineering Command General Development Map of April 3, 
1969 shows Navy owned land of 87.85 acres. On December 1, 1972, the Public 
Works Department of the Naval Hospital cited 87.99 acres. The site "begin­
ning at a point of low water mark on the north side of the northern channel 
of Mystic River, where i t touches Chelsea Bridge, thence northeasterly along 
the north side of Salem Turnpike road 15 rods, thence northerly 8 rods and 3 
links, from thence northeasterly 15 rods and 6 links, from thence southerly 
to the Salem Turnpike, from thence northeasterly to Island End River from 
thence by a line due westerly to M i l l River, from thence southwesterly along 
low water line of said river to i t s junction with Mystic River, thence 
southeasterly along the northwesterly low water line of the north channel of 
Mystic River to the place of beginning." 

Quarters A, occupied by the Commanding Officer of the Naval Hospital 
Boston, has sometimes been reputed to be the oldest building in the District. 
A map by S. P. Fuller of 1827 shows "house" at the specific s i t e , but records 
in the Public Works f i l e s of the Hospital indicate that the house was actu­
all y b u i l t in 1856. Through the years numerous repairs have been effected; 
during a major renovation of 1917 a f i r e did considerable damage. As i t 
stands today, i t is a brick, two-story square building with mansard roof 
forming a third floor or a t t i c . Two interior chimneys rise high from the 
slate roof which has one rounded dormer window on each side and a pair on 
front. A dentil molding enriches the comice around the eaves. A two-story 
attachment with pitched roof is to the rear. This attachment apparently 
housed the u t i l i t y areas, including kitchen and subsidiary li v i n g spaces on 
second floor. The same dentil treatment is continued around this attach­
ment. Of the main portion of the building, a columned veranda encompasses 
the front and two sides, one of which has been enclosed by windows. There 
is one entry in the center of the front leading into a central h a l l ; another 
entry is from the front veranda into the enclosed portion. 

The chimney on the right side of the building originally served back-to-
back fireplaces, one of which has been bricked up. The fireback is of cast 
iron, the mantel, possibly of marble, painted over. 

See Attached Picture of Quarters A. 

Building 1 of the Naval Hospital Boston encompasses the original Naval 
Hospital, commissioned and occupied on January 7, 1836; a westerly wing 
added in 1865 and an addition to the North end in 1903. The wing was added 
so s k i l l f u l l y that the dividing line is not readily apparent. Records indi­
cate that the original building was 149' x 71' and made of Vermont granite. 
There are three floors, a cellar and an att i c with pyramidal roof. Ventila­
tion i n i t i a l l y was by flues in partition walls which were continued 4' above 
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Naval Hospital Boston 

the roof. The roof is pyramidal with 5 dormers in front, apparently added 
after 1836, the center one being three narrow windows wide; the others being 
standard width windows. There is a skylight on the Eastern roof, reputed to 
be over the old surgical ward. There are ventilation flues on western end of 
main building, 2 closely spaced dormer windows on west end. The 1903 attach­
ment to the north has a pitched roof with no dormer. 

Facade: gable end on West 
relatively f l a t facade with center double-window bay on three 

floors as shallow octagonal inset. 
Windows: on Western half of main building, 2 bays across 
Northern addition has pitched roof, interior chimney, 3 narrow bays wide, 

4 bays deep 
Coursing: granite 
Fronts on river and is on southern exposure of the h i l l . Built to accom­
modate 100 patients. 

Since 1915 has housed personnel assigned to the hospital; now serves o f f i ­
c i a l l y as Bachelor Officer Quarters. 

See Attached Picture 

Buildings 2 and 3 of Naval Hospital Boston date back to about 1836; in 1835 
a Naval Appropriation Act had transferred to the Bureau of Ordnance an area of 
land for a Magazine Site. Building 2 of huge granite, rough ashlars, was 
divided by two longitudinal brick walls and the original roof, s t i l l intact, is 
of brick, in long arches toward the center, except the central area which is of 
brick, but of the "dome" type, numerous small domes of about 1 foot in diameter 
A slate roof of the 2-way slope supported by structural steel has evidently 
been added in comparatively recent times and the building is now so designed 
that explosion w i l l be directed upward through the roof, rather than outward 
through the walls. 

Building 3 was of same construction and was used during the period the 
Radio Station was used at this site; i t was converted and used as quarters for 
Chief Radio Operator. 

These were transferred back to the Naval Hospital in February 1931 and are 
now used as storerooms. 

Building 59 of Naval Hospital Boston, now in use as Bachelor Enlisted 
Quarters and undergoing interior modernization, was completed in December 1857 
as a Marine Hospital, for which Congress sold 10 acres of the Naval Hospital 
site to the Treasury Department for $50,000. The brick building cost was 
$393,452.48. There were originally three stories above a basement, but after 
1866, a fourth story was added by the adoption of a "French" or mansard roof, 
allowing the use of the a t t i c . In 1939, a severe hurricane tore the slate 
roof off and uprooted 69 trees. The dormers have subsequently been altered 
to shed-type. 

The original design provided for a central building 80' long, 50' wide wit! 
wings on each end 100' long and 30' wide. On both the facade and the rear 
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7. DESCRIPTION (cent.) 

1 im 
Naval Hospital Boston 

elevation the f i r s t , second and third floors with 8 rounded arches in each had 
arcades extending between the two protruding wings. The facade arches are now 
glassed in. There appears to be a single exterior chimney extending through 
the roof on the l e f t wing. Although much of the original iron work is s t i l l 
in e^/^ence, around the entries, i t was discovered at an early date that flaws 
in the windows and cast iron roof permitted seepage and a new roof was pro­
posed. The storeroom and laundry to the rear are brick; the stable, isolation 
ward and gate house were frame. Subsequently, the stable and storeoom have 
been converted to other uses. The building even as i t now stands reflects the 
19th Century's experimentation with iron columns; and the arcades and curved 
dormer windows of the mansard roof reflected the French influence of that 
period. 

In June 1940, the building was released to the Navy Department once more. 
There are a number of other buildings in the Naval Hospital Boston Historic 
District over 50 years of age but i t is believed that the five discussed above 
are of primary historical importance. As a matter of general interest, how­
ever, some of the other buildings and their dates are: 

The Red Cross Building 
The Enlisted Men's Club 
The Maintenance Garage 
The Paint Shop 
The Waves Quarters 
Quarters B § C 

§ P 
§ U , , 

Quarters 0 
Quarters T 
Quarters H 
Quarters D 

1918 
1920 
1900 
1918 
1900 
1907 
1900 
1900 
1910 
1927 

GPO 92 1.724 



fe: SIGNlFlCAt^CE 
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P re -Co lumb ian I • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

H 19th Century 

20th Century ' 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 

u 

1/1 

Z 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

1 I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 1 Educa t i on 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t ry 

I I I nven t i on 

[ I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

^ M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

r n T ranspo r t a t i on 

I 1 Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

Medical 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Naval Hospital Boston is the o l ^ s t Naval Hospital in continuous active 
service in the United States. Historically, apparently referred to as 
"Naval Hospital at Charlestown (Chelsea s i t e ) , " then as Naval Hospital, 
Chelsea, and currently as Naval Hospital Boston, Chelsea. The current 
designation was effected in order to indicate the proximity of the Naval 
Hospital f a c i l i t i e s and training programs to the acknowledged outstanding 
medical environment of Boston and thus attract potential Navy doctors to 
the Chelsea duty station. 

Currently, Naval Hospital Boston comprises numerous buildings. Building 
is known to have been commissioned and opened January 7, 1836, one of the 

f i r s t three hospitals authorized specifically to accommodate Naval personnel) 
who u n t i l that time had been treated at Marine hospitals, supported in large 
part by personal taxes levied on Naval personnel (twenty cents a month from 
pay of every officer, seaman and marine in the naval service). Naval 
personnel were dissatisfied with what they considered meager f a c i l i t i e s of 
the Marine Hospital and often deserted rather than use the f a c i l i t i e s . 

The acreage of the d i s t r i c t is directly traceable to Samuel Maverick 
and was the site of the f i r s t permanent settlement in the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony in Boston Harbor; i.e., Samuel Maverick's Palisades House, which 
records show he f o r t i f i e d in 1625 against the Indian attacks. The hospital 
site was the terminus of the f i r s t county road in the Colony - the Salem 
Turnpike, now Broadway in Chelsea; also, i t was the site of the landing of 
the f i r s t ferry between Winnisiramet (now Chelsea), Charlestown and Boston, 
May 8, 1631. The t o l l gate was at the entrance to the hospital grounds and 
records indicate some disagreement as to the right of way. I t is believed 
that the site was occupied in 1775 by the l e f t wiptg of Washington's army; 
likewise, the people of Chelsea are reputed to have gathered on the site to 
vatch the Battle of Bunker H i l l i n progress across the Mystic River on June 
17, 1775; many of the wounded were brought back to the h i l l s i d e by boat. 

In 1811, Congress authorized withdrawal of the Naval Portion of the tax 
laonies collected from sea-going personnel ($50,000) and transferred i t to a 
Naval Hospital Fund. The Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy and 
the Secretary of the Treasury were directed to administer the fund as a 
Board of Commissioners. On July 10, 1832, Congress made the Secretary of 
the Navy the sole trustee and also provided for the construction of Naval 
hospitals at Charlestown, Mass. (Chelsea s i t e ) , Brooklyn, N.Y., and Pensa-
cola, Florida. 

On September 23, 182S, Dr. Aaron Dexter, a Boston physician, sold 
ipproximately 115 acres for $18,000 to the Commissioners of Naval Hospitals; 
jecause of uncertainty as to the legality of the transaction, on 4 

(cent.) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

December 1826, Dr. Dexter again deeded the same site to "The United States of 
America." The Massachusetts Legislature ceded to the United States jurisdic­
tion over the site on 20 February 1828, reserving the right to serve i t s c i v i l 
and criminal processes. 

In 1832, $26,000 was appropriated out of U. S. Treasury for construction 
at Charlestown, Mass. (Chelsea site) because in the War of 1812 money of the 
Naval Hospital Fund had been used for other purposes; and the Treasury appro­
priation was a form of retribution with no exact accounting. Other sums were 
appropriated in 1835 and 1836 and 1837, at which time $2750 was included for 
the Magazine. 

The physical features of Dr. Dexter's land were of great value in estab­
lishing the hospital there. I t was high (112' above sea level) and accessible 
to good water transportation, being right on the Mystic River and one terminus 
of a ferry, and to good land transportation, being at the end of the Salem 
Turnpike. The site was ideal and in selection of the appropriate site for 
the Marine Hospital to be b u i l t , the Collector and Hospital Agent of the Marine 
Hospital wrote to the Secretary of Treasury in December 1854, "As regards 
accessibility, airiness, salubrity, and isolation, they (the grounds owned by 
Naval Hospital in Chelsea) are a l l that could be wished." Westerly breezes 
from the river and the hospital is protected by the h i l l from the NE storms 
which prevail for six months of the year. Water is supplied from the Mystic 
reservoir and is abundant in quantity and very good in quality. The atmos­
phere was thus considered clean and healthy, and the instit u t i o n later proved 
to be the only naval hospital on the entire Atlantic coast absolutely free 
from malarial poison. > 

In 1836 ground was tumed over to the Bureau of Ordnance for a Mag^ine. 
The Buildings 2 and 3 were b u i l t as magazines and also subsequently used in 
connection with a radio station established on the hospital site and subse­
quently discontinued and now used as storerooms. I t is believed that the 
Constitution was loaded with ammunition directly from these magazines. The 
Bureau of Ordnance returned the property to hospital cognizance in 1911. 

In the middle of the 19th Century, 10 acres were sold to the Treasury 
Department as the site of a new Marine Hospital Building (the forerunner of 
the Public Health Hospital) which was completed in December 1857. The building; 
has had some alterations through the years, e.g., a fourth story added in 1866 
and a new roof after the 1938 hurricane, but the basic design is reasonably 
intact. The building, which in time of need also served the overload from the 
Navy Hospital, was returned o f f i c i a l l y to the Navy Department and has since 
been used as Bachelor Enlisted Quarters. 

Many other buildings (both temporary and permanent in structure) have been 
erected on the site; the current main hospital building - Building #22 - was 
completed in 1915, just in time to struggle with the very severe f l u epidemic 
of 1917. 

GPO 921.7 24 
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 V JUN 1973 

IR 
INSTALLATIONS AND LOGISTICS 

D r . Ernes t A l l a n Connally 
D i r e c t o r , Of f i ce of Archeology and 

H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion 
Nat ional P a r k Service 
U . S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D . C. 20240 

Dear D r . Connally: 

I n compliance w i t h the provis ions of Executive Order 11593, May 10, 

1971, we are pleased to f o r w a r d f o r your considerat ion the nominat ion 

of the U , S. Naval Hospi ta l , Chelsea, Massachusetts, as a Nat ional 

H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places , 

Sincerely yours , 

Edward l J j /She r idan 
Deputy Ass is tant Secretary of Defense 

(Installations and Housing) 

Enc losure 



C E R T I F I C A T I O N OF N O M I N A T I O N 
(Block 12) 

I n compliance w i t h Executive Order 11593, I hereby nominate the 
p r o p e r t y at 1 Broadway, Chelsea, Massachusetts, (Naval Hospi ta l , 
Chelsea) to the National Regis ter , c e r t i f y i n g that the State H i s to r i c 
P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r has been al lowed the r equ i red t ime i n which 
to evaluate i ts s ignif icance and a f f i x his signature i n Block No. 12 
of Department of I n t e r i o r F o r m 10-300 (since replaced). The 
recommended leve l of s ignif icance is N A T I O N A L . 

i l l a n S. K e r r 
Federa l Representative Signature 

D i r e c t o r Base Requirements , OASD(IfaL) 
T i t l e 

u^^( 7 m) 
Date ' 

\.'L- '. 
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Advisory 
Council On $Of¥0L16 Cd. ' 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005 

NOV 7 1978 

Mr. L. F. Bretta 
Regional Administrator 
General Services Administration 
Region I 
John W. McCoirmack Post Office and Courthouse 
Boston, Massachusetts 02109 

Dear Mr. Bretta: 

On October 4, 1978, the Council received your determination that 
disposition of the former U.S. Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Massachusetts 
to the City of Chelsea, would have no adverse effect on that Na­
ti o n a l Register property. The basis for that determination is 
that: 

1) The redevelopment w i l l be inaccordance with the City of 
Chelsea's "Development Master Plan and Rea s i b i l i t y Analysis" as 
prepared by Anderson-Nichols and Company, INC., et. a l . ; and, 

2) General Services Administration w i l l make the sale and 
conveyance of the property subject to conditions that ensure 

s the continued preservation and maintainence of buildings A, 1, 2, 
w 3, 4, and 59. The specific terms are contained i n page 2 of your 
y l e t t e r of October 14, 1976, to Mr. John D. McDermott (attached). 

o . . . . 
u Based on the above conditions the Executive Director w i l l not 

object to your determination of no adverse effec t i f GSA makes 
the sale and conveyance of the property subject to the following 
additional condition: 

The Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 
w i l l be offered an opportunity to review and coiranent on the f i n a l 
plans and specifications for r e h a b i l i t a t i o n or a l t e r a t i o n projects 
effecting the buildings mentioned i n Chapter 4 of the Master Plan. 
I f , a f t e r review of the plans and specifications, the SHPO is of 
the opinion that the project as proposed w i l l have an adverse 
effect on the h i s t o r i c properties, the purchaser w i l l request the 
comments of the Council pursuant to Section 800.4(e) of the 
Councils Procedures. 



I f you agree to this condition, please sign on the concurrence l i n e 
below and return t h i s l e t t e r to us. Upon receipt we w i l l ac­
knowledge that the Executive Director does not object to your de­
termination of no adverse e f f e c t . This w i l l s a t i s f y your respon­
s i b i l i t y pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preser­
vation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470F, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320) and 
the Council's "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and 
Cultural Properties" (36 C.F.R. Part 800). 

As you know, compliance with the Councils Procedures is a separate 
process from obtaining " c e r t i f i e d " r e h a b i l i t a t i o n status from the 
Secretary of the I n t e r i o r for purposes of the Tax Reform Act of 
1976. I r the project developer wishes to determine i f his project 
q u a l i f i e s as a c e r t i f i e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , the plans and specifica­
tions for the project must be submitted to the Heritage Conserva­
t i o n and Recreation Service d i r e c t l y for review. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

SIGNED 
Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review and Compliance 

I Concur 


