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Barnstable Village, Barnstable
M assachusetts 25 Barnstable
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY
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Site . Structure Private I I In Process A Unoccupied-
Object Both [ 1 Being Considered |_JVI\:I’-rg(sjleOrl\\//t\nion work
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Z Yy, OWNER OF PROPSRTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Town of Barnstable
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U Town Hall
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
HvanniR M assachusetts
S. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
STREE?’%Q%%I EeFi:County Registry of Deeds
CITY OR TOWN:
Barnstable M assachusetts
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of Historic Assets
DATE OF SURVEY: 1970 Federal State . County
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
Archives Museum, State House
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston M assachusetts
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|7. bESCRtPTION
(Chec*  One)
Excellent . Good . Fair Deteriorated . Ru
CONDITION ns Q Unexposed
(Check  One) CCfteck One)
S Altered . Unoltered n Moved A Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Uknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Architectural evidence confirms the tradition associated with the Old Barn-
stable Jail, that atypical 17th century style building was constructed to house a
jail. The addition of amlSth century, 2 story, 5bay building created an "L" shaped
structure of which the early building formed the wing. Later, the eastern 2 bays of
the 18th century structure were removed, leaving the present rectangular shaped bui ding.

The Jail is located about 120 feet south of Route 6A, about 60 feet west of Old Jai
Lane. There is noreason to doubt that this is the original location.

The building is shingle covered. The 17th century structure is 2 stories high witi
aridge roof. The gable endsface north and south; the gable ends of the 18th century
addition face east and west. Although this section was originally 2 stories high, the
second floor has been removed.

On the east facade of the early building is the main entrance. One window to the
right of the door and two windowson the upper floor are apparent from the interior.

The south facade contains a window inthe |oft which appeals to have been cut at a

later date and is shingled over. Onthe west facade ttjere are four symmetrically

placed window openings (2 on each floor). Two of these are visible from the exterioi
Only the framing of the north facade remains, since the wall was removed whenthe |hte?
portion of the building was added. The shingles onthe three exposed sides and the

roof, though not original, are so oldthat many have rotted off.

The early section of the Jail measures roughly 16'4" by 21'5'in plan; the facades
are about TS*Mgh, with an additional 5'11" to the roof pesk;'

The construction of the Old Jail is typical of the seventeenth century. A contin-
uous base sill rests on a stone foundation and, from the sill, gunstock posts rise the Tt of
height of the facade. The primary sheathing is 4" vertical planking, each plank TO
running the height of the building. Outside thisis a 1" layer of horizontal sheathing.
In addition, the inside surface of the first floor has 2" thick horizontal sheathing.

The structural condition of the building is generally fair, although some portions
either have deteriorated or have completely rotted away.

At present the Jail has three rooms on each floor. The twolargest, one aove
the other, form the northen half of the building. The other two rooms on each floor
form the southern part of the building. They are approximately equal in size and
have doors opening into the large room. There is evidence that the southwest room
on the first floor was once two rooms.

Iti the interior agreat deal of the original material remains. The south, east,
and west walls on both floors are, forthe most part, original. The materials used
to make the partitions which create the rooms have been reused as the partitioning
was rearranged.
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PERIOD (check  One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Pre-Columbion 1 . 16th Century la [ISth Century . 20th Century
15th Century (3 17th Century . 19lh Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) gi Applicable andKnown) hp.tween 1890 and 1700

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChecfc One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol 1t Education . Political [ 1 Urban Plotmirig
I | Prehistoric I 1 Engineering n Religion/Phi- H  Other (Specify)
. Historic . Industry losophy govanmer]t

I 1 Agriculturv ' I 1 Invention | 1 Science

A Architecture I | Landscope [ 1 Sculpture

Art Architecture I 1 Socio I/Humon-

I i Commerce rr Literature itorian

I I Communications Militory . Theoter

I 1 Conservation Music I | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Jail in Barnstable is the earliest known jail of Plymouth Colony and
one of the oldest wooden structures of its kind extant in New England. Though no
exact date can be given, itis believed that the Jail was constructed between 1690
and 1700. In 1686, the building of ajail for the newly formed Barnstable County
was ordered. By 1702 prisoners were being held inthe -I'all while awaiting trial at
the Court Sessions held in Barnstable, the shire town of the Plymouth Colony.

Construction methods also date the Old Jail to the late seventeenth century. The
heavy oak post and plank construction of the building is typical of seventeenth cen-
tury colonial architecture. Interior walls bear the designs of ships and schooners a
broad arrow markings scratched there by prisoners.
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OFNOMINATED PROPERTY;

ILIST ALL STATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNJY

FORM PREPARED BY

N AME AND TITLE:

Richard W. Hale, Jr.

ORG ANI ZATION

M assachuseatts Historical Commission

STREET AND NUMBER:

Archives Musaum. Sate House

CITY OR TOWN:

Bogton
STATE LIAJSON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

Acting Chairman

As the designated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that ithasbeen
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis;
National State ~ Local .

Name

‘"Sraretary of the Commonwedlth,
lirman, Massachusetts

"'® " Hislorical Commission

Dete April 6, 1971

D.G. Three Centuries of aCape Cod Town. 1933

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OFA PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

41 ° 42' 13 " 70 o 18 ] 48 "
less than one

e0UNDAKIES
COUNTY -
COUNTY:
u
COUNTY:
April 6, 1971
M assachusetts 2

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property isincluded inthe
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic PresJetvation

m 2 XXl

Date

ATTEST:
Keeper of Thf*National Regi/fer
MY 12 1971
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‘Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
comMon: Old Jail (Barnstable)
AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Main Street and OldJail |.ane (Route 6A)

CITY OR TOWN:

Barnstable

COUNTY:

Mass
3, MAP REFERENCE

U.S.G.S. TTyany. Mass.
1-24,000
DATE: 1961
k REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

Mass.

COUNTY

Barnstable
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Hon. John P. X. Davoren

r.?2cre(-"~ry of tl-.j Co-Nor\v~dth

Ch-iirman, Jiassachwsotts Hictorical CoRalssion
Office of tha Secretary :

Gtat© t'ouBG . ®
Bost on, MNasfc-achaséts 02133

Dear I'tr, Davo”: cn: e o
Re arepleisaed t oinfA"*mycmthat thahiiitJDric properties [isted on
th» enclosure have bteii pieced onth©"Jlationa® Rcgl stsr of Historic
Places. Senators Edward H Kennedy and Edvard V. Brooke and t ha
Rpproprittte Reprssentativo?? uro bdirs'j laforircd. Aleaflet explaining
tho National HSi.tsty: i sevcloscd for each of thoproperty owerB,
Please witWold &3yiroJblicity onthin until youlviVQreceived a carbon
copy of t he Gagfr&ssi ol nh corresrpondsnQ

Cineerely youra,

Director e
JL 2 1971
Eritered in thS National RcpTrirter
cci
HR

PDHer ri ckr mm 6/ 28/ 71 BASI C FILE RETAIKED I N IIR
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Mr. Richard Mehring

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

801 Nineteenth Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20006
Dear Richard:

This is to confirm our telephone call of toda; nstable
Jail.

The Barnstable Historical Commissionis ready to go to work, but
wants information on two points.

1: Has it met the "special conditions” inthe agreement between the
Massachusetts Historical Commission and the Office of Archeology and
Historic Preservation. These are. "As soon as they are available, send
this office one sat of plans or shop drawings if any work other than relocation.

2. Can an advance be secured, since bids are about to go out, and
they will amount to more than the town of Barnstable has appropriated.

Your answer weas that it gppeared that no work other than relocation
would be done and that therefore no plans were needed, and that as we hed
the proper formsfor securing an advance, all that is necessary is to fill
orne out, and have Secretary Davoren signitand send itin.

Would you send me a line confirming this? Or you might use a
device my friend the Archivist of Colorado uses. She simply writesin
longhand her answer on my letter, and then sends me a xerox of the letter
and its anwer.

Thanks for answering me so promptly.

Sincerely,

'"Richard W. Hale, Jr. /
Acting Chairman
Massachusetts Historical Commission

RWH/akc

Al a
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Mr. Richard W. Hale, Jr.

Acting Chairaan

M assachusetts Historical Comilseion
State House

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. Hale:

In response to your letter of Octt™er S, 1971, we Sidntit the
following:
1. You have indicated thwre is no work to be perforaed on

the Old Barnetatole Jail other than to relocate. Therefore, no
dhrawinfus need be miMiit'ted for t~jproval.

2« Youway af*ly for an advance of the full aaotmt of the
grant-in-aid if you so wl”~. Several requests are encloei”™
herein.

If we can be of any further assistance, please let us know.

Slnewely yours.

S. Sydney Bradford
Assistant Keeper of the
National Register
Bncl osxures

ccC:

Km

SLO Hon. John F. X Davoren, Secretary of the GCommonweal th, Chairman
Massachusetts Historical Commssion, Office of the Secretary, State

House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133
Director, Northeast Region

l-M. Wnge

HR

RCMehri ngrmb: 10- 26- 71 Basic File Retained i nHR



Naiiar/iiisett.) -'/ftj/ci't'cal *onunijiicn |P.

Oct ober 30, 1972

M. Jerry Rogers, Director of Registration
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

1100 L Street, NW

Washi ngton, DC 20005

Dear Jerry,

Re: Moval and demolition and changes to be made of
National Register propertiesin Massachusetts

The Loamm Bal dwin Mansion, Wburn, Mddlesex County, has
been noved with an OMP grant to Alfred Street, Wburn. A nap
indicating coordinates and newlocation i s enclosed.

The Barnstable Od Jail, Barnstable, Barnstable County,
was moved with and OMP grant to Route 6A Barnstable (next east
to the Trayser Museurm). A nmap indicating coordinates and new
[ ocation i s enclosed. , N

Foster's Block, 404-406 Main Street, Worcester, Wbrcester
County, has been denolished. Your office is already aware that
the Rotch Counting House, 123 Front Street, NewBedford, Bristol
Counry, has also been denolished.

Encl osed,too, is anadditional photograph of the North Easton
Historic District, Easton, Bristol County, which National Register
formis inyour emergency or "quick" processing file.

Finally, arepresentativeof the owner of the First Universalist
Church, Provincetown, Barnstable County, has notified usthat the
condition of this building has changed from "good" to "fair'.’

Sincerely yours,

QYJJjJl
Anne War dwel |
Survey Director

AW pl w
ends.



OLD JAIL (25-71-00004-00). Barngtable,
Barnstable Co. Municipal ownership (Historical
Commission). Earhest knownjail of the Ply-
mouth Colony and one of the oldest wooden
structures of its kind in New England. Reoca
tion to insure preservation, structural stabihzation,
and siding and roof restoration. $10,000.00.
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Eoft. Coward *t. r*nnedy

Cnit«d states Serjste e
b*ashiagtoa, D. C«

Ditar Senator Eengai}? e

r& &r4 ploaaevl to iafom you thut ths histx>xic rro*-<«rti«s listed OB
tha ogciosrure havfi htaun uossEua™d >y tM> etiste LiaiaroA Officer
PixjigGd by th& Ciiveracr for tJia In;-*l«stieRtatioa 02 t»* Uatiocal
IlUstoric Pr»««rvation Prcirfaa in fiasy”shu”itts anil fcav* teen eac&red
lato the iJationsi lii?giBt«r of vietxysio riacMis. Senator Edvsrd K.
Broo>0 B&) the aprxtF.r-riste rsspreentfttivia hjva ftleo b*9n provided
vith this infcrKitisa. By co-y of this letter* the State X"ialcon
Ottlcarf l'ca Jbd r. y, ©avoreo, S«rret«rf of the Coesatwuwealth»
Chalr5*ca, Kassachtisetts Historical CO3nl?,d<>n, Cfflca of t?«8 Secretary,
State i:0aed, ?.0£t0a, >"sB8achuf<itts 031”3, M « likeviae ksea xtotlfle™;.

A leaflet tfxplAinia® the Katlonal ?f*"i«ter ie «fie>lose<!.

ooy Sific«rely T srff,

JUL 2 Tin

CCS Hon. John F. X. Davoren, fecret.=iry of tho CoEMRonvcath, Chairmn,

Mso notified: 1Jcn, rdtr-rd I'T. I*rooka Ko:i. lhoutus P. 0';;v-:iii, Jr.
United States Scnata Uoa tiastings Keith
lion. Uacgal rct heckler



