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Area Letter Forni numbers 1n this Area 

NUF-B 

Town Nev.'tor (Newton Upper Falls) 

Name of Area (if any) Saco-Lowell Shops 

Hnnsing Historic District 

Present Use residential 

General Date or Period 1919-1920 

General Condition 

SRetch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area indicating properties within it. 
Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet if space here is not sufficient). 

Acreage 92.218 gq.ft./ 2.12 acres 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan Abele 

Organization Newton Historical Comm. 

Date 6/19S7: rev. 5/1988 

see attached map 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f appl icable) 

The Saco-Lowell Shops Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeiing and association. It is significani as the only enclave of 
20th century workers' housing in Newton, located appropriately in the industrial village 
of Newton Upper Falls. Additionally the houses themselves possess architectural interest 
as brick variants on the Colonial style in gabled, gambrel, and iean-lo roof shapes. The 
district meets criteria A & C of the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important arch i tec tura l features and evaluate in terms of 

°̂ ^̂ f h¥'§lco-iowell^opsT?ousi^ Historic District is a small enclave of workers' housing 
located just beyond the southern tip of the Newton Upper Falls Historic Districts (LHD: 
12/17/75; NR: 9/4/86). It includes the two blocks formed by Oak Street (N), Saco Street 
(W), a proposed street (S) and Wilhams Street (E). The interior of the northern block, 
with the exception of houses fronting on Oak Street, is developed with six older (cl8 Os) 
wood-frame gable end houses. The perimeter, however, is distinguished by eight small 
scale brick houses in a variety of Colonial shapes and forms—gable, gambrel and lean-to 
roofs. They are unified by their brick construction, their scale and consistent use of 
segmental window openings. The widespread use of Colonial detail in worker housing 
built at the time of the first World War "helped to democratize the style and contributed 
to its popularity in later suburban development."̂  ŝee cont. sheet) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain h i s to r i ca l importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

In 1831, Otis Peitee (1795-1853). vhose name is synonymous with the industrial growth of Newton 
Upper Falls established the Pettee Machine Works, wliich supplied the burgeoning northeast textile 
market, as well as a national market, with cotton machinery. Pettee died in 1853, but the company 
continued to prosper, becoming Newton s largest employer by the !89(1s The company expand in 
1897, merging with the Saco Water Power Machine Shops of Biddeford, iMaine to become the Saco and 
Pettee Machine Shops and by 1912. had merged with the Lowell Machine Shops to become the Saco-
Lowell Shops. Although the changing economy forced the closing ofthe companies local operations 
in 1927, the Saco-Lowell factory buildings still remain on Oak Street in Upper falls. î -̂ -̂eO 

As part of a reform movement in workers housing, begun in the nineteenth century by Ebenezer 
Howard (whose "garden-city " philosophy taclled the problems of poverty, public health and 
overcrovding in industrial areas) the Saco-Lowell Shops proposed a small development of worker 
houses near the factory on Oak Street in 1919 A plan drawn by Maurice Roscoe. managing architect 
for The Housing Company, which styled itself as "Town Builders," details a group of eight houses and 
appropriate plantings to be fitted in with the existing houses on Williams, fiutts and Saco Streets off 
Oak Street. About the same time, a plan for company housing for the Saxony Mills on Chapel Street in 
Nonantum vas outlined in the Newton Times, January 22.1919. However, further details were not 
forthcoming and the project appears not to have materialized. The Saco-Lovell project is the only 
knovn enclave of tventieth century vorkers housing in Nevton. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
(see continuation sheet) 
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IN\^NTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

CcransLinity: Newton 

(Upper Falls) 

Form No: 

NUF-B 

Property Nane: Saco-Lowell Shops 
Hnii.'̂ inp Historic District 

Indicate each item on inventory foim whidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

The single family house a 41 Butts Street (1920) is typical. It is a two story, three bay 
house enclosed by a gabled lean-to roof. Its symmetrical facade is centered on a 
pedimented entry. Flanking windows are set in segmental arch openings and second story 
windows are framed into the cornice. Windows on the side elevations are set in segmental 
openings and all contain 6/6 sash. The other five houses clustered at the corner of Butts 
and Williams Street are all similar, varying only in their roof configuration. The iarger 
dwellings at 4-6 Saco Street(1919) and 135-139 Oak Street (1920) are similar, but 
were designed for two or three family use. They set gabled sections at right angles to 
each other and incorporate Greek Revival type entr>' surrounds with sidelights and heavy-
cast 5'jpne lintels. They continue to feature segmental arch window openings. 

Verbin Boundary Description and Justification: 
The Saco-Lowell Historic District is confined to the fourteen houses contained v, ithm the 
two small blocivS bounded by Oak Street (N), Saco Street (W), a proposed street (S) and 
Williams Street (E), Only lot 51-46-7 A. at the corner of Saco Street and the proposed 
street, is excluded. Boundaries are the lot hnes of these fourteen houses as shown on the 
attached Engineering Map. Boundaries have been drawn to correspond to the original 
1919 subdivision by Maurice Roscoe of the Housing Company. The unique architectural 
quaLiies of the eight brick Colonial Revival style workers' houses built by that company 
clearly dominate the character of the district. Excluded from the district is the 
surrounding mix of mid-19th century workers' housing, turn-of-the-century two family 
houses, and recent single family houses. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES 

Engineering Department Reccds: N-53, 16423 (1919) 
Building Department Records: Williams Street. Butts Street, Saco Street 
City Directories and Atlases, Newton Times 1 /22/19 
Newion s Nineteenth Century Architecture: Newton Upper and Lower Falls 
Newton Massachusetts 1688-1988 
1 Candee and Harwicke, "Early Twentieth-Century Reform Housing by Kilham and Hopkins, 
Architects of Boston ", WinterthurPortforJio, Volume 22, Spring 1987 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Saco-Lowell Shops Housing H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Newton MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/01/90 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000016 
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