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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Saco-Lowdl Shaps Hidaric Didriat possesses inteyity d location, desgn, sdting,
materids warkmanghip, feding and assogation. It is dgnificani asthe only endave d
20th century workers  hausng in Nentan, located gppropriatdy in the indudria village
d Nemon Uppe Falls Additiondly the houses themsdves possess architedturd interest
as bridk variants an the Cdaonid style in gabled, gambrd, and iean-lo rod shagpes The
digria megs aiteiaA & C o the NRHP.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of

MAFh¥ 8lco-iowd 1™ opsT 2ousi™ Hidaric Didridt isa andl endave d workers hausng
located jus beyond the southearn tip d the Neantan Upper Falls Hidaric Didrids (LHD:
12/17/75; NR 9/4/86). It indudes the two blodks farmed by Ok Strest (N), Sao Sret
(W), apraoosd dredt (9 and Wilhams Sret (E). The interior d the northern bladk,
with the exogation d hauses fronting on Ok Sred, is devdgpad with sx dde (d8 O
woodHrame geble end houses The pariméder, honveve, isdidinguished by @ght amall
ale brik houses in avariety d Cdonid dhapes and fams—geble gambrd ad leento
roofs They are unified by thar brick condrudion, thar scde and conggent use o

d windowv gpenings Thewideoread use o Cdonid detail in worker housng
built & thetime d thefirs Wald Wa "hdpad to demoardize the gyle and contributed
to its popularity in later suburban desdagomant.*” g2 aont. shest)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE  Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

In 1831, Otis Patee (1795-1853). vhose name is synonymous with the industrial growth of Neamon
Uppea Falls esablished the Pettee Machine Warks wiliich supplied the burgeoning northeas textile
market, aswell asanational market, with cotton machinery. Pettee died in 1853, but the company
continued to prosper, becoming Nemton slargest employer by the 1831s The company expand in
1897, merging with the Saoo Water Pover Machine Shaops of Biddeford, iMaineto beoomethe Saoo and
Pettee M achine Shopsand by 1912 had merged with the L owel M achine Shops to become the Saco-
Lowdl Shaps Although the changing economy forced the dosing ofthe companies local operations
in 1927, the Saco-L owdl factory buildings still remain on Oek Stredt in Upper falls.  i*-e0

Aspart of areform movement in workershousing, begun in the nineteenth century by Ebenezer
Howard (Whose " garden-aity " philasophy taclled the problems of poverty, public health and
overcrovding in indudgrial areas) the Saco-L owdl Shops proposed a small devdopment of worker
houses near the factory on Ok Strest in 1919 A plan drawn by Maurice Roscoe managing ar chitect
for The Housng Company, which syled itsdf as "Toan Builders" detailsagroup of eight houses and
appropriate plantings to befitted in with the exiging houses on Williamsfiuttsand Saco Stregts off
Ok Stregt. Abaut the same time, aplan for company housing for the Saxony Millson Chapd Stregt in
Nonantum vas outlined in the Neamton Times January 22.1919. However, further detailswere nat
forthcoming and the project appearsnat to have materialized. The Saco-L ovell project isthe only
knovn enclave of tventieth century vorkershousing in Nevton.
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ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE (cont.)

The anglefamily house a4l Butts Street (1920) istypicd. Itis atwo gory, three bay
house endosad by agabled leantto rodf. Its symmetricd facade is catered on a
pedmented entry. Hanking windows are st in ssgmentd arch opanings and ssood sory
windows are framed into the comice Windows on the Sdedevations ae st in ssgmanta
opanings ad dl contain 6/6 saah. The other five houses dudtered a the comer o Buits
and Williams Stret are dl amilar, varying only inther roof configuration. Theiarger
dwdlingsa 4-6 Saoo Street(1919) ad 135-139 Ok Street (1920) ae amilar, but
were desgned for two or threefamily use They st gabled sadtions a right anges to
each other ad incorporate Grask Revivd type entr>' surrounds with sddights and heawy-
cadt 5jpre lintels. They continue to feature ssgmenta arch window gpenings

Verbin Boundary Description and Jugtification:

The Saoo-Lowdl Higtoric Didtrict is confined to the fourteen houses contained v, ithm the
two smdl daavS bounded by Ok Stret (N), Saoo Stret (W), a proposad dret (S ad
Williams Street (E), Only ot 51-46-7 A. a the comer of Saoo Street and the proposd
dret, isexduded. Boundaies are the lot hnes of these fourteen houses as fown on the
atached Enginearing Map. Boundaties have bean drawvn to correspond  to the origind
1919 subdivison by Maurce Rosxoe of the Housng Compary. The unique architectural
qualiies of the eight brick Cdonid Revivd style workers houses built by that company
clearly dominate the character of the district. Exduded from the digtrict is the
surrounding mix of mid-19th century workers housng, turn-of-the-century two family
houses and recent angle family housss

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES

Engneaing Depatmant Recods N-53, 16423 (1919)

Building Department Recards Williams Street. Butts Street, Saoo Street

City Directories and Atlases Newton Times 1/22/19

Newion s Nineteenth Century Architecture: Newton Upper and Lower Falls

Newton Massachusetts 1688-1988

1 Cadee and Hawicke, "Ealy Twentieth-Century Reform Housing by Kilham and Hopkins,
Architects of Bagon ', WinterthurPortfordo, Vdume 22, Saring 1987
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SUcet Address SBL Ar ea(sf)
51-47-9 2050
+.JO B>j\"s St, 51-46-7 6185
B'JHS St. 51-47-3 4825
'10
B<jHs St. 51'46-3 13367
41

Butts St. 51-47-7 4800
A4 Butts St. 51-46-9 14050
48 Butt? St. 51-47-6 4273
135 Oak St. 51-47-2 7524

137 Oik st. 51-47-2A

139 Oak St. 51-47-2B
4 Saco St. 51-47-1 641 7
7 Vi'iDiarviJ St 51-47-3 2487
9 Villi 3ms St 51-47-4 3322
15 Vi'illisrriS St 51-47-5 3000
21 Vrillisrns St 51-46-10 4753
\V'il|i?iri-is St 51-46-11 4865
31 Villiams St 51-46-12 10295
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