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The Grange Hall is one of the few remaining buildings of this type in the
State of Minnesota.

The building is a simple one-story structure (26 ft. x 50 ft.) with a full
basement and small balcony (26 ft. x 12 ft.) at the end of the hall.

The original building was one-story with a crawl space. In 1935 the building
was moved to a location on Normandale Road (Highway #100) and Eden Avenue.

The foundation of the building on its original site at the southeast corner

was also used as a facing on the foundation at the Normandale site.

The exterior of the building is lap siding painted white. The front gable of]
the hall is embellished with a lattice work of wood supported on three wood
brackets over the central window. A carved wood moulding flanks the brackets|
on either side below the lattice work. Unfortunately, much of this work is
now covered by a large wood sign on the front of the building. Wood car sid-
ing is used diagonally in panels below the balcony windows. This same treat-

by a later five-panel wood door.

The original front entry shed was removed in 1935 and replaced by a gabled en
try porch. The millstones from the old Edina Mill were embedded in the stone
sidewalls of this entry porch.

The white wood shutters covering the windows were replaced in 1935 by the
present green wood shutters. A wood flagpole extending approximately 12 ft.
above the ridge of the roof over the main entrance was removed in 1935, A
ground mounted swaged steel pole was installed in front of the building. The
base of this pole was cast from concrete using the same forms as used for the
balusters of the Third Avenue Bridge in Minneapolis.

The brick chimney was replaced in 1935. The original wood shingle roof has
been covered by successive layers of an asphalt roll roofing and asphalt
shingles.

The interior walls and ceiling of the main meeting room are of matched pine
car siding that has been left unfinished. A low platform extends along both
sides of this room and there is a stage across the east end of the hall,

Heating of the Grange Hall was originally by means of two wood-burning.stoves
in the main meeting room. These are still in place. A warm air £}
installed in 1935. )

Electric lights were installed in 1926. The kerosene chandg/l
meeting room were electrified at that time and remain.

of West 50th Street and Wooddale Avenue was Minnesota limerock. This materiafl

ment was also used on the original front entrance door which has been replaced

A basement was constructed at that time along with the side and rear entrancTS.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Minnehaha Grange No. 398 is the oldest subordinate Grange in the State of
Minnesota. Organized on December 12, 1873, it is the only subordinate
Grange in the State, and one of the few in the United States, to continue
actively from the date of its organization to the present,

During the pioneer days of the Village of Edina when the area was wholly
agricultural, the Minnehaha Grange was the center of much of the social—"
and civic activity _in the community. D I

The Grange Hall was one of four pioneer buildings erected in the settlement
of Edina Mills in the vicinity of Wooddale Avenue and West 50th Street. The

A wagon and blacksmith shop, a country store and the Grange Hall completed
the settlement. Of these four buildings only the Grange Hall remains today.

The formative meetings leading to the incorporation of the Village of Edina
were held in the Grange Hall. Following incorporation in 1888, the Village
of "Fdina rented the Crange Hall for its Council Meetings, elections and
general Village purposes until the first village hall was built,

Members of the Minnehaha Grange were active in State affairs. In 1895 they
offered a resolution to the State Legislature "to permit the facilities of
the School of Agriculture (University of Minnesota) to be extended for the
use of Female students," Other members exerted influence with the National
Grange to purchase the farm house of Oliver Hudson Kelley, founder of the
Grange, and to restore and refurnish it. In 1962 the home and farm near
Elk River were turned over to the Minnesota Historical Society.

In 1935 the ground lease for the preperty on which the Grange Hall was built
expired. The building wa§~moved‘f§zvillage property on Normandale Road
(Highway #100) and Eden Avenis.~ Highway construction forced relocation of
the building again in 1969 when the Grange Hall was moved several hundred
feet east to the present site in the Edina Historical Park. Restoration is
planned so that the rich heritage of this building and its gontents can be
preserved and interpreted to future generations. 24 i@

Edina Mill or Waterville Mill erected in 1857 was the center of this community.




A History of Minnehaha Grange No. 398, 1963

The Grange Hall, Mrs. Flvira H. Vinson

Excerpts from Minutes of Minnehaha Grange, 1873-1927, Mrs. Elvira H. Vinson

"The Edina Grange and its History", H. W, Heller, The Crier,August 1930,p.8

"Settler Fleeing Indians Used Building on Grange’Hall Site“,Mrg.E.H.%gn;gn,
The Crier, December 193L, p. L.

"Grange Hall to be Historic Spot", The Crier, May 1935, p. 1.

"0ld Edina Landmark Moved to New Site, The Crier, March 1935, p. 5.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance. of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preserfation
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Keeper of The National Redister
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