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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Allen House and its dependencies are located on a hilly farm in north central 
Montgomery County. The two-story, rectangular residence was built of hand-made brick 
in 1858 in the popular Tennessee Federal style. It rests on a brick foundation with 
seventeen-inch thick walls. The gable roof is covered with standing seam metal roofing, 
topped with two brick chimneys in the end walls which are trimmed at each side with a 
simple boxed cornice with returns. Common bond brickwork was used in the facade (south 
elevation) and in the remaining three walls. Stone lintels and sills and louvered 
shutters accentuate the evenly spaced, rectangular shape, six-over-six light, sash 
type windows. A simple portico with hip-roof, square columns and pilasters projects 
from the center bay at the entrance. The wooden porch floor was replaced in recent 
years with concrete and the entry platform extends east and west almost completely 
across the facade. Engaged columns, transom and sidelights fleink the front door, 
completing the entrance treatment. Except for cellar vents, the east and west elevations 
are quite plain. The rear (north) wall resembles the facade; the second story lacks 
the center window. Attached to the center of the first story is a frame ell of recent 
construction which connects the main building to the south wall of a two-story log 
building, an early Allen family house.

A member of the Allen family built the log house in ca. 1800, soon after Abraham Allen 
had purchased the farm. His descendants erected a new house in 1858, rather than 
enlarging the ecurlier homestead; later the two buildings were joined. According to the 
present owners, the poplar logs were weatherboarded in ca. 1842, and this was replaced 
with the present board and batten siding about thirty years ago. A massive stone chimney 
is attached to the east wall. Concrete blocks have replaced the original stone pilings 
and roll roofing material was installed in place of the original wood shingles. All 
door and window Openings appear to be original iii size and location.

The interior of the brick house retains its original floor plan. Sixteen by sixteen 
foot rooms flank the large central hall. A single-rvui staircase provides access to 
the second floor, the plain of which duplicates the lower level. Each room has an 
attractive wooden mantle which has been enclosed to provide for a coal grate. Evidence 
in the full bas^ent reveals that the walls have rived lath and that the joists are 
sash sawn. The reverse side of the basement door retains its wood graining. The 
rafters and sheathing in the attic cure also sash sawn. Although the roof structure 
lacks a ridge pole, the rafters are nailed, not pegged.

The log building has a single room on each floor, and these are connected by a narrow, 
steep quarter-turn staircase with winders; this element is in its original location. 
Random width poplar flooring and paneling and exposed beaded joists are found in 
the first floor room. Sash sawn, half-lapped and pinned rafters conprise the roof 
structure; there is no ridge pole. The plaster on the second floor walls and ceiling 
was applied to rived lath.

A few yards northeast of the Allen House is a clapboard frame building which originally 
served as a kitchen; it has two doors in the south elevation and a single window in 
the north wall. A story-and*a-half, frame tenant house stands east of the kitchen; 
this was built in ca. 1900, and like the kitchen, is in poor condition. To the 
northeast and west of the kitchen, respectively, are located a new implement shed and
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The Allen House and its dependencies are located on a hilly farm in north central 
Montgomery County. The two-story, rectangular residence was built of hand-made brick 
in 1858 in the popular Tennessee Federal style. It rests on a brick foundation with 
seventeen-inch thick walls. The gable roof is covered with standing seam metal roofing, 
topped with two brick chimneys in the end walls which are trinmed at each side with a 
simple boxed cornice with returns. Common bond brickwork was used in the facade (south 
elevation) and in the remaining three walls. Stone lintels and sills and louvered 
shutters accentuate the evenly spaced, rectangular shape, six-over-six light, sash 
type windows. A simple portico with hip-roof, square columns and pilasters projects 
from the center bay at the entrance. The wooden porch floor was replaced in recent 
years with concrete and the entry platform extends east and west almost completely 
across the facade. Engaged columns, transom and sidelights flank the front door, 
completing the entrance treatment. Except for cellar vents, the east and west elevations 
are quite plain. The rear (north) wall ~esernbles the facade; the second story lacks 
the center window: - Attached to the center of the first story is a frame ell of recent 
construction which connects the main .building to the south wall of a two-story log 
building, an early Allen family house. 

A member of the Allen family built the log house in ca. 1800, soon after Abraham Allen 
had purchased the farm. His descendents erected a new house in 1858, rather than 
enlarging the earlier homestead; later the two buildings were joined. According to the 
present owners, the poplar logs were weatherboarded in ca. 1842, and this was replaced 
with the present board and batten siding about thirty years ago. A massive stone chimney 
is attached to the east wall. Concrete blocks have replaced the original stone pilings 
and roll roofing material was installed in place of the original wood shingles. All 
door and window openings appear to· be : original in size and location. 

The interior of the brick house retains its original floor plan. Sixteen by sixteen 
foot rooms flank the large central hall. A single-run staircase provides access to 
the second-floor, the "plan of 'which duplicates the lower levei. Ea~li ro6m has an 
attractive wooden mantle which has been enclosed to provide for a coal grate. Evidence 
in the full basement reveals that the walls have rived lath ano that the joists are 
sash sawn. The reverse side of the basement door retains its wood graining. The 
rafters and sheathing in the attic are also sash sawn. Although the roof structure 
lacks a ridge pole, the rafters are nailed, not pegged. 

The log building has a single room on each floor, and these are connected by a narrow, 
steep quarter-turn staircase with winders; this element is in its original location. 
Random width poplar flooring and paneling and exposed beaded joists are found in 
the first floor room. Sash sawn, half-lapped and pinned rafters comprise the roof 
structure; there is no ridge pole. The plaster on the second floor walls and ceiling 
was applied to rived lath. 

A few yards northeast of the Allen House is a clapboard frame building which originally 
served as a kitchen; it has two doors in the south elevation and a single window in 
the north wall. A story-and•a-half, frame tenant house stands east of the kitchen; 
this was built in ca. 1900, and like the kitchen, is in poor condition. To the 
northeast and west of the kitchen, respectively, are located a new implement shed and 
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a modern garage. Approximately thirty yards west of the Allen House is a story-and- 
a-half log house wi-th a one-story board and batten addition attached to the north 
wall. This building originally stood about one half mile to the northeast on another 
part of the Allen farm but was moved to its present site two or three years ago and 
renovated. The house, which was built in ca. 1800, had two stone chimneys, however, 
the present design includes only one chimney, and this is conten^jorary in design.
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a modern garage. Approximately thirty yards west of the Allen House is a story-and
a-half log house with a one-story board and batten addition attached to the north 
wall. This building originally stood about one half mile to the northeast on another 
part of the Allen fann but was moved to its present site two or three years ago and 
renovated. The house, which was built in ca. 1800, had two stone chimneys, however, 
the present design includes only one chimney, and this is contemporary in design • 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Captain Abraham Allen of Orange County, North Carolina, a Revolutionary War veteran, 
purchased approximately 1,275 acres in the new state of Tennessee on July 11, 1796.
The land Allen acquired was first awarded to James Campbell by North Ccirolina land 
grant No. 65; Campbell sold his grant to Philemon Hodges, who in turn sold the property 
to Allen for 637 10 . Shortly after completing the transaction, Allen relocated his
family and his sons' families to Montgomery County, some five or six miles north- 
northwest of the burgeoning town of Clarksville, the county seat. The Allen family 
has owned the farm since 1796 and over the years has cultivated corn, tobacco, and 
possibly hemp, and raised livestock there. Seven generations of Allens have lived on 
the farm; the family still owns 300 acres of the original tract.

The log Allen House is one of the older dwellings in Montgomery County. Since the logs 
have been covered for more than 135 years, they are probably in remarkably good 
condition, and the building appears to be structurally sound; most of the changes made 
in the building are largely superficial. The brick Allen House is still occupied, in 
a good state of preservation, and remains in nearly original condition. It stands as 
a fine exanple of the Federal style of architecture as interpret^ by Tennesseans 
during the late antebellum period. Both buildings contain Allen furniture cind heirlooms 
which have been passed from generation to generatipn.

The changing fortunes of this middle-class farming family can be traced ^ the buildings 
standing on the Allen farm. The log house was built primarily for shelter and materials 
readily available and easily worked—logs, rocks, and wooden shingles were used in its 
construction; this building served the family's needs for about sixty years. During 
the relatively prosperous years before the Civil War, the family erected the stately 
brick house using slave labor. That few improvements were made in the building after 
the war testifies to economic Tincertainties of Reconstruction and the instability of 
Tennessee's agricultural economy in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
The second log house on the property represents still another developmental stage. One 
branch of the sixth generation of the family relocated and rehabilitated the old 
building. This act indicates both an appreciation of the family heritage and a willing
ness to renovate the old building rather than erect a new one.
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northwest of the burgeoning town of Clarksville, the county seat. The Allen fanu.ly 
has owned the farm since 1796 and over the years has cultivated corn, tobacco, and 
possibly hemp, and raised livestock there. Seven generations of Allens have lived on 
the farm; the family still owns 300 acres of the original tract. 

The log Allen House is one of the older dwellings in Montgomery County. Since the. logs 
have been covered for more than 135 years, they are probably in remarkably good 
condition, and the building appears to be structurally sound; most of the changes made 
in the building are largely superficial. The brick Allen House is still occupied, in 
a good state of preservation, and remains in nearly original condition. rt stands as 
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The changing fo~t1}Ile~ 9f thi~ middle-class farming family ccµi be -t;:r~c~d ~n the buildings 
standing on the Allen farm. The log house was built primarily for shelter and materials 
readily available ang ~~sily worked--logs, rocks, and wooden shingles were used in its 
construction; this building served the family's needs for about sixty years. During 
the relatively prosperous years before the Civil War, the family erected the stately 
brick house using slave labor. That few improvements were made in the building after 
the war testifies to economic uncertainties of Reconstruction and the instability of 
Tennessee's agricultural economy in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
The second log house on the property represents still another developmental stage. One 
branch of the sixth generation of the family relocated and rehabilitated the old 
building. This act indicates both an appreciation of the family heritage and a willing
ness to renovate the old building rather than erect a new one. 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 78002619 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: N 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

REJECT 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 

DATE 

Additional Documentation Approved 

RECOM. /CRI~ R · 

REVIEWER L t&. 

TELEPHONE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 

N 
N 
N 



NPS Form 10-900-a 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 1 
---'--- Page 1 

0MB No. 1024-0018 

Allendale Farm 
Name of Property 
Montgomery County Tennessee 
County and State 

Historic Family Farms in Middle TN 
Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

The Allen House was listed in the National Register in 1978 and a revised nomination for the property was listed 
on 3/27/2013 (4/05/2013 weekly list). This revised nomination was listed as Allen House (Boundary Increase). 
Since the farm has been known as the Allendale Farm since 1928, which is within the period of significance, the 
revised nomination should be known as Allendale Farm (Boundary Increase). The original nomination name for 
the Allen House should also be changed to reflect the revised nomination. 

L( !l 13 
Date 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE mKESSEE

Date Entered QCT 3 1978

Allen House

(■

Also Notified

Honorable James R. Sasser
Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Honorable Robin L. Beard, Jr.

I NR Byers/bjr 10/6/78

Location

Clarksville vicinity 
Uontgoi&ary County

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Herbert Harper 
EKecutlve Director 
Tennessee Historical Commission 
170 Second Avenue North, Suite 100 
Nashville, Tennessee 37201
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ENTRIES IN '1'HE NATJ:CNU. REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Halle 

Allen House 

T&rnESSEE 

OCT 3 1978 

Location 

Clarksville vicinity 
Montgomery County 

Also Notified 

Honorable James R. Sasser 
Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Honorable Robin L. Beard, Jr. 

~ Byers/bjr 10/6/78 

State Historic PrGservation Officer 
Mr. Herbert Harper 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Rietorical Commission 
170 Second Avenue North, Suite 100 
Nashville , Tennessee 37201 
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STATE OF TENNESEE

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371

HERBERT L. HARPER, Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register 
Office of Archeology and 

Historic Preservation 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh;

M^^ie, 1978

RECEIVED

MAR 2 2 1978
NATIONAL
REGISTER

Enclosed please find the forms necessary to nominate the Allen House 
to the National Register of Historic Places.

If additional information is needed, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Enc.

RAY BLANTON, Governor B. R. ALLISON, Commissioner of Conservation

HARRY W. WELLFORD, Memphis Vice-Chairman RICHARD WEESNER, Nashville Chairman FRANK WINSTON, Bristol Vice-Chairman

STATE OF TENNESEE 

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
170 SECOND AVENUE, NORTH 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37201 
TELEPHONE (615) 741-2371 

HERBERT L. HARPER, Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
National Register 
Office of Archeology and 

Historic Preservation 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

RECEIVED 

MAR 2 21978 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

1978 

Enclosed please find the forms necessary to nominate the Allen House 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 

If additional information is needed, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~ !~~ 
HLH:11 
Enc. 

RAY BLANTON, Governor 

HARRY W. WELLFORD, Memphis 
Vice-Cha irman 

RICHARD WEESNER, Nashville 
Chairman 

B. R. ALLISON, Commissioner of Conservation 

FRANK WINSTON, Bristol 
Vice-Chairman 



FHUbb3401

^NAME as it appears on federal register: 
Allen House

NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET
“ : 71    *• I<1/S\OTHER MAMF^-. (^date of entry ■

(g) LOCATION street & number city / town
N of Clarksville on Allen-Griffey Rd.

^OTHER NAMES;

Allendale
^^date of entry;

vna
vicinity of 

Clarksville
©OWNER IgpRivuTE OSTATE DMUNICIPiL gc^NTY □»tULTIrl£ DFiDtRAKainiCY name)

(^CONDITION
□ excellent
□ good
□ fair

county code
1

state ------------------------------- 7--------county ^NPS REGION.

TN Monteomerv SE

OWNfcR la^PKIViU USTAIL UwUNIUKAL UtUUWlT UWULHrit LJuatiic^_ __ , . — . -........
©EXISTING SURVEYS GHiBS GHiER GHHlI^i^FUNPED? DYES ONo|®CONGRESS. DISTRICT [@SOURCE of NOMINATION

^ADMINISTRATOR:

□ FEDERAL

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
Gunexposed
□ unexcavated

□ altered
□ unaltered
□ reconstructed
□ excavated

□ original site
□ moved 
□unknown

lp%^M':^^:'^S3U”t'"on
□ local □private ORGA'LIZRTION

@features; ^
2DN0T INTACT-O
^□unknown-4

□ SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 a-GSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 « asUBSTANTIALLV INTACT• 3
NOT INTACT-O OQNOT INTACT ■ O

^i_,unanyna--« “ □ U N KNOWN - 5 S^UNKMOWN-6
2GM0T APPLICABLE-7 SONOT APRLICABlE-8 5 □ NOT APPLICABLE - 9

(^ACCESS GVES-Restricted □ YES-Unrestricted □ No Access □ Unknown |@ADAPTIVE USE □YES^N0|@ SAVED’ DYES IS PRO PERTY A HISTOR 1C DISTRICT? □ yes Gno

@ AREAS OF significance :
□ ARCHEOLOGY-pretiistoric-2 □ COMMERCE-6
□ ARCHEOLOCY-histonc-l
□ AGRICUlT|jRE-3
□ ARCHITECIURE-4
□ ART-5

□ COMMUNICATIONS-?
□ CONSERVATION-8
□ ECONOMICS-9
□ EOUCATION-IO

□ ENGINEERING-11
□ ENTERTAINMENT-26
□ EXPLORATION -12
□ HEALTH-27 
O INDUSTRY-T3
□ INVENTION-14

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH - 15
□ LAW-16
□ LITERATURE-17
□ MILITARY- 18
□ MUSIC- 19
□ PHILOSOPHY-20

□ POLITICS / GOVT21 □ RECREATION -28
□ RELIGION-22 □ SETTLEMENT-29
□ SCIENCE- 23 □ URBAN PLANNING-31
□ SOCIAl/HUMANlTARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)

□ SOCIAL /CULTURAl-30 ______________
□ TRANSPORTATION-25 ________

LAIMS; explain 
first’□

‘oldest’□

‘only’ □

^functions
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT:
CURRENTLY:

^dates of initial ctnstructitn: 
ma|or alterations;
historic oeents:

ETHNIC GROUP 
^ ASSOCIATION

^architectural style(s); ^architect: ^master builder: ^engineer:

^ landscape arohlteot / garden designer: ^interior decorator; ^ artist: partisan: ^builder/oontractor:

NAMES give role A date
^personal:

EVENTS’.

institutional:

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

raviewpers initials. IIF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSEI

PHUbb.'.>401 

NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
1 NAME as it appears on federal register: 

Allen House 
@LOCATION street & numbe1· 

N of Clarksville on Allen-Griffey Rd. 
city, town 

PRIVATE □STATE □ MUNICIPAL □COUNTY 01,WLTirlf 

@OTHER NAMES: 

Allendale 
vicinity of 

Clarksville 
state 
TN SE 

VEYS OHABS D FUNDED? DYES ONO STATE OfEDERAL --
n..::~~-.,._:..,.,.;;.;..:..;,.:.;~:...:::;.:;.::::;;:.,.::;:.:.=::,......:::.;;.:.:.;:,1.~:....,,...,,,,,...,,,..,,...,..;;;;.,;.;;.;,,,.,..;;,;.;,.,..i...;::::: _ _,..,,......-.....,.....,..---"'-.L..U--,&,:,,,~--=--~-Tl:a~----A.- 7 .I.! ate wh e ,aD, d m 

@>•tTHI Ro ert . a ton 

lli.-....!::i~.:nl!!L=mlimlo======-=============;ioilltimi=m,m ... o!:!,!lo::_•.J....,....=Own~J2.!l.lio~· ===--... -----------=~.L..-----...,_-□.;::_ 01 A E G ~-TI-ON ___ -f'J 

@CONDITION 
□excellent 
□good 

□fair 

D deteriorated 
□ ruins 
□unexposed 

D unexcavated 

□ altered □original site @features: o:: □ SUBSTANTIALtY INTACT-I 11eDSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 (/)0SUBSTAN11ALLY INTAC1·3 
0 z . 

□unaltered □moved 20N0T INTACT-0 -0 NOT INllCT-0 !:! □ NOT INTACT· O 
11C IIC ~ 

0 reconstructed □unknown ~0 UNKNOWN-4 ~0 UNKNOWN-5 ';OUHKN0WN ·6 

0 excavated ~0 NOT APPLICABLE-7 ~0 NOT APPLICABLE-8 ~ 0 NOT APPLICABLE· 9 

L..,=-A-C_C_E_S_S __ O_v_E_S __ -~-':...-5'_:_ic_t_ed--□-YE_S ___ Unr;s; ric,;d - ON __ o_A_c_c_es-s--□-U_n_k_n_o_w_n~-A.!..0-A-PT_I_Y [-US_E_□_YE_S_□-No~@~--s~-Y-[0-7-□-YE-S F PROPERTY A HISTORIC ~I ~T~ I~ g_ves Ono 

@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 0ENGINEERIN6•11 
0 ARCH E0LOG,Y- preh1storic-2 0 C0MMERCE-6 0 EHTERTAINMENT·26 

0 ARCHEOL0GY· h1storic· I :J C0MMUNICATI0NS-7 0 EXPLORATION ·12 

0 AGRICULTURE-3 0 CONSERVATION - 8 0 HEALTH• 27 

0 ARCHITECTURE-4 0 EC0N0MICS-9 0 INDUSUY-13 

0 ART-5 0 EOUCATION· 10 0 INVENTION· 14 

8functions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: 

0 LANO SCAPE ARCH.- 15 OP0LITICStG0YT.·21 ORECREATION·28 CLAIMS: expl in 

0 LAW-16 0 mlGI0N-22 8 SETlLEMENf-29 
first' □ 

0 SCIENCE· 23 DURBAN PLANIIING-31 'oldest' □ 
0 S0CIAL/HUIIUITARIAN-24 0 0lHER (SPECIFY) 

0 LITERATURE-17 

0 MILITARY· 18 

0 MUSIC· 19 

0 PHILOSOPHY - 20 
0 SOCIAL I CULTURAL· 30 
0 TUNSP0R1ATION·25 

'only' O 

~dates of 1n1t1al construct1on: 
1111101 alteratius : 

h1stom ,vents: 

Q. ETHNIC GROUP 
'eJ ASSOCIATION 

@architectural style(s): --------------,,=-~-.._..._..----------,..-;=.----:----;--;-;;-:-------,-=-'--..-----------a 
@arc 1tect: master builder: @Je 

@landscape architect/ garden designer: @interior decorator: 

@ NAMES give r o le & date 
PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

IN STITUTIONAL: 

@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE -UP 

neer: 

@artist: @artisan: @builder/contractor: 

revi•w •rs initials ____ date, ____ _. _______________ IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSE 


