FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 116-L-32
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester
Address 18-20 West Street
Name Merrill Double House

Present use residential
2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number David Limric
Present owner ~"O Grove Street
Wellesley, Ma. U2i8lI
3. Description:

Date ca. 1879

Source city atlases & directories

- e - - -Roll 29- Style Victoriain Gothic
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect  unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and )
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wail fabric brick

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features sy*"~rical”~plan.~decor”

of cast concrete, porch columns with
foliate capitals, Ihx-ee storey high bay
windows with jurkin-head roofs, original

Slate work
Altered "° Date ~
Moved ' ' Date '
Assessors' Book 3i P« 27?.
OTH- 5. Lot size-Mn~ ~N2 7,578 sq. ft.

One acre or less Over one acre
Approximate frontage 61’

Approximate distance of building from street
10
C. DeMallie
6. Recorded by . RR. Pfeiffer
Organization t™nm. Heritage Pres. Soc.

Date Fphniary 1Q78

(over)

M-7-77



1.

10.

Ori gi nal owner (if known) _

Enoch Morrill, heirs

Original use

doubl e residence.

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates ga'f

Thenes (check as many as applicable)

Abor i gi nal Conservation Recreation
Agricul tural Educat i on Religion
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts settl enent i nvention
Conmmer ce | ndust ry Soci al /
Cormmuni cat i on Mlitary hurmani t ari an
Conmuni ty devel oprment Political Transportation

Hi storical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
In analtered condition, the Merrill Double House is an excellent |ocal exanple

of Victorian Gothic architecture. The house is two and one-half stories high, of

brick construction, and is arranged symmetrically about a center party wall. The

building's facade (east) has paired entries at itscenter, an entry porch supported

by columms with stylized foliate capitals, bay wi ndows flankingthe entries, steep

gables with barge boards and jurkin-head dorners. O bhoth side elevations (north

and south) are rectangular plan bays which rise to a wood-sheathed third storey

and steeply pitched roofs with jurkin-head gables. An extremely unusual detail

of the.house is its "cast-stone" trimwhich consists of windowlintels, sills and

foundation facings. Although Wrcester nanufacturers are known to have been nmaki ng

"cast-stone" (concrete) triminthe 1870s, the Merrill House i s the earliest building

with concrete trimto have been identified.

The house was first occupied in 1879 by WIlliam A DenhoLn (#18), a dry-goods
mer chant, who founded the Boston Store in 1879, a business which |ater becane the
city's largest department store. |In 1881, #20 Wést Street was occupied by Frederick
Clark, a provisioner. #d8-20 Vst Street was apparently built as an investment by
the heirs of Enoch Merrill, a variety-store owner who had built his om hone on
this site inthe 1840s. In plan and detail the Merrill Double House resenbl es
several - other double houses (of frame construction - now altered)built on the
Vst Side during the early 1880s, although no architect has yet been identified
for any of them

Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

City atlases and directories <,
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Please refer to the map Iin the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



