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2, Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 
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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

OTH-

1. Town 

In Area no. Form no. 

116-L-32 

Wo rcester 

Address 18-20 West Street 

Name M e r r i l l Double House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

David Limric 
Present owner ^0 Grove Street 

Wellesley, Ma. U2i8l 
3. Description: 

Date ca. 1879 

Source c i t y atlases & d i rec to r ies 

Style Victoriain Gothic 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wail fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features sy^^^rical^plan.^decor^ 

o f cast concrete, porch columns wi th 
f o l i a t e cap i t a l s , Ihx-ee storey high bay 
windows w i t h jurkin-head roof s , o r i g i n a l 
Slate work 

Altered " ° Date__^ 

Moved ' ' Date ' 

Assessors' Book 3i P« 2?. 
5. Lot size-^^^ ^2 7,578 sq. f t . 

One acre or less Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 6 1 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

10 ' 

6. Recorded by 
C. DeMallie 
^r\. R.R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization t^^nm. Heritage Pres. Soc. 

Date Fphnia ry 1Q78 

(over) 

M-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 

Original use 

Enoch M o r r i l l , heirs 

double residence. 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates ga^f 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

In analtered condition, the M e r r i l l Double House is an excellent local example 
of Victorian Gothic architecture. The house is two and one-half stories high, of 
brick construction, and is arranged symmetrically about a center party wall. The 
building's facade (east) has paired entries at i t s center, an entry porch supported 
by columns with stylized foliate capitals, bay windows flanking the entries, steep 
gables with barge boards and jurkin-head dormers. On both side elevations (north 
and south) are rectangular plan bays which rise to a wood-sheathed t h i r d storey 
and steeply pitched roofs with jurkin-head gables. An extremely unusual detail 
of the.house is i t s "cast-stone" trim which consists of window l i n t e l s , s i l l s and 
foundation facings. Although Worcester manufacturers are known to have been making 
"cast-stone" (concrete) trim i n the 1870s, the M e r r i l l House is the earliest building 
with concrete trim to have been identified. 

The house was f i r s t occupied i n 1879 by William A. DenhoLn (#18), a dry-goods 
merchant, who founded the Boston Store i n 1879, a business which later became the 
city's largest department store. In 1881, #20 West Street was occupied by Frederick 
Clark, a provisioner. #d8-20 West Street was apparently b u i l t as an investment by 
the heirs of Enoch M e r r i l l , a variety-store owner who had b u i l t his own home on 
this site i n the I840s. In plan and detail the M e r r i l l Double House resembles 
several- other double houses (of frame construction - now altered)built on the 
West Side during the early I880s, although no architect has yet been identified 
for any of them. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

City atlases and directories < . 
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^ /i/€r Âce A ŝAiĴ  C^^^i fii^j^4^^ ̂ fJJ'/HL/(fi./ra^eJi,e uŷ s/y-x/yAĵ  HAER /fiCf&tn̂ X AX A// A t̂̂  luct-^^ AfrBA-' W 2//'/<«?;ee-f̂ /̂ >dr. 

AeoPai^^ r i i ^ I DO P ^ ^ A ^ J ^ ^ f f ^ ^ A t ^ inventory 
1 ^ //c^-^CM-/}- l>^f9i^i^A^^^ , / M — l l ^ C b b ' H Review 

^ ^ ^ " l i r r r T " / " ^ 
^i^ei/^ mi ^ 

rr^-v- .uu-^bu J • UMjuL..,̂  • , i • • ^ BRANCH CHIEF ^s/g 
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