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1. Name of Property

historic name Levi Wetherbee Farm

other names/site number Wetherbee-Cobleigh-Steele Farm

2. Location

street & number 484 Middle Road N/A not for publication

city or town Boxborough N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  county Middlesex code 017 zipcode 01719

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination
» request for detemination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
S"meets * does not meettjje National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide EHocaWy. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Depty SHPO, MHC Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
heyfeby certify that this property is;
| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Levi Wetherbee Farm
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private X building(s)
X public-local _ district
__ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
AGRICULTURE: agricultural fields

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non-contributing
3 0 buildings
0 sites
, structures
objects
12 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed
In the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT (house)
RECREATION
AGRICULTURE: agricultural field

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: fieldstone

walls WOOD: weatherboard
roof ASPHALT shingle
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Genera sitelayout

The Levi Wetherbee (Wetherbee-Cobleigh-Stede) Faarm (MHC Area A) is located in an area eet and
southesst of Boxborough's old town center composad of residential and agricultural properties dating
from the late 18* through the 20* centuries. Devedopment inthe immediatevicinity of the farm condsts
of 19* and 20* century houseson large lots, with large stretches of woods and wetlands interspersed.

The nominated property (MHC Area A) comprises a single 36-acre parcd of land which gradudly
desoends south from Middle Road through an evolved agricultural landscgpe (MHC #902) of hay
meedows and the remains of a mid-20* century Chrigmas tree farm to a wooded wetland in the south
portion. A narrow sreambed with high banks courses south through the west part of the property from a
andl round farm pond just below the road (Map #5; Photo #1). Outflow of water from the pond is
channded through a corrugated metd culvert under a stone-reinforced causeway or "run" across the
pond's south edge. (Map #10; Photo ). The grassed surface of the run shows the ruts of generations of
wheds of farm vehicles.

On higher ground along the west edge of the property, roughly paraleling the sream, is a heavily rutted
cat path (Map #6; Photo 8). The path isintersected a two points by fieldstonewalls that may once have
formed part an enclosure, dthough currently openings in the walls, once perhgps fitted with wooden

gates, sand open.

Most of the eest and west property boundaries of the farm are lined withfieldstonewalls (Map#7). A
line of deciduous treesfollowsthe east boundary wall, and scattered bushes and trees, including afew old
or wild gople trees, are present on the west part of the property in the area of the pond and cartpath.
Clumps of balsam and other nursery evergreen trees remaining from a 20th-century tree farm occupy part
of the center portion of thefarm.

The Levi Wetherbee House dands dose to the south edge of Middle Road. Just eest of the house, aghort
agphdt drive, lined on the east with mgple trees, leadsto the early 1940s barn. A few feet north of the
bam isthe 9 /4 ' x 11 Vi" rubble-based concrete dab remaining from the gable-roofed, cgpboarded
milkhouse of about 1950, which was torn downin the 1990s A few 20*-century shedswere taken down
after the town of Boxborough bought the farm in 1994, but a smdl icehouse of ca. 1904 relocated from
another Boxborough farm in 1999, dands on a smal knoll south of the bam. The remains of a done
gructure, reported to have been atunnd leading from the house cdllar to the bank of the pond (also likely
to have been usad as aroot cdllar), are till in place underground just southwest of the house

Prior to 1856, the line of Middle Road passaed just south of the farmhouse, rather than north. Through
World War |1, apple orchards and meadows occupied mogt of the property on both sdes of the stream,
leaving only a small deared area around the house and outbuildings a the north-northeest edge of the

property.

(continued)
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Levi Wetherbee House (Wetherbee Farmhouse), mid-18th C/enlarged ca. 1800-1815 (MHC.3;

Map #1, Photos 1-5)
The farmhouse inits present form is a 34 x 28-foot south-facing, Sde-gabled, 3 x 2-bay, 2/2-gory, center-
chimney house. Due to the relocation of Middle Road, the building sands with its back to the street.
Clad in wood clapboard, with an asphdt-shingle roof, it rests on afi el dstonefoundation topped with split
granite blocks. Its south facadeis symmetrically arranged. The center entry has amid 19th-century door
with what were gpparently six recessed pandstrimmed with gpplied moldings. The top two pands have
been replaced with aline of three glass lights. The door surround consgs of a Smple enframement of
wide, unadorned boards. Similarly, the windows haveflat-boardsurrounds flush with the siding. The
eed and west gableend devations, which gopeaer to have formerly had a symmetrica two-bay
arangement of openings digned a first and ssoond gtories and a single 66 window in the geble peek,
each have been dightly dtered. The esst wall hes awooden 20th-century, 6-light-over 2-pand door in
the north portion, and the west gable end has two smal mid 20th-century two-pane kitchen windows on
the south part, rather than asingle window. Onthe rear (north) wall, two 6/6's are digned a eech story,
= somewhat off-center toward the eedt part of the wall.

Except for the two modem windows on the west geble end, all the windows are double-hung 6-over-6

seh. Some seeh is of the mid 19%century type with narow ogee muntins, others are laer 6/6

replacements.  The exterior trim includes a molded, boxed cornice with retums on the gable ends and

narrow comerboards. Below the eaves on the north and south walls is a prominent bed molding above a
narrow friezeboard adomed with a narrow architrave molding. A molding with asimilar profiletrimsthe
lower edge of the crown along the eaves and a the gable endsof the roof.

The large brick center chimney rises through the roof ridge. Three small box ventilators on the south
front roof dope are aminor dteration of the late 20* century.

Interior, first sory. The house isaranged on a conventiona two-room-deep, center-chimney plan, with a
lobby entrance with three-run gtair infront of the chimney, aroom to either 9de at eech gory, and, across
the back, abroad center room with specidized goaces partitioned a either end. An endosed reer dairway
a the northeast comer ascends to the main rear second-gory room. Between the stairway and the rear

wall of thefirst-story southeaest room is a vestibule leading to the northeast dde entry. A amdl room in
the northwest comer of the first story, now a combination pantry and lavatory, probably begen &s a
bedroom, as did the smal room above it a the sscond story, which was converted to a bathroom in the
1920s or 1930s . T

The house s taxed in 1798 was one story and had nine windows containing 73 square feet of dass—a
description that suggeds it may have been athree- orfive-bayCape-Cod house a that time.  Features of
the building frame provide evidence that the building was raised from one story shortly after 1800. One-
gtory-high pogswith flared ("gunstock™) shoulders are detectable under later casngs a both reer comers.

(continued)
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While the flare is not readily obvious in the front pogts, they project deeply into the rooms, suggesting
that agunstock post may be hidden insdethe straight vertical casing a each front corner. In addition, the
front and reex first-story girts (formerly the plates) are planed and carved with a fine bevded chamfer
with lamb'stongue sgp—a finish detail that is characteristic of First Period-style framing that hed gone
out of fashion well before 1750. Such decorative features raise the question of whether the first sory of
this house, which isreferredto as late as 1784 as "L evi Wetherbeg's new house" was actudly standing in
the second quarter of the 18* century, and if o, whether "new" may mean that it was moved to the farm
from another location.

Contrary to the First Period character of the lower frame, mogt of the surviving first-story finish of the

house is of atype condgent with the latter part of the 18*- and early part of the 19* centuries. With the

exception of the front and rear girts, the pods, end girts, and the east-west summer beams in the front

rooms ae covered by caangs—some beaded, some plain. The walls and the ret of the ceilings are

plagtered. The southwest room haes been dtered by its 20th-century conversion to a kitchen employing
the reuse of some earlier material (such as the cabinet door mede from the lower half of an 18*-century

panded door), and its eedt fireplace wall is covered with mid 20th-century imitation brick. Inthe

southeest and north rooms, however, fireplacesremain relatively intact.

In the southeest parlor, the fireplace was blocked in for a sovepipe and the trim updated toward the
middle of the 19 century. (Photo 10.) Its mantepiece is a Smple composition of very wide boards,
including a broad frieze and a thick mantd shelf backed by a low board with a raised center section,
which probably indicates aremodeling date between 1830 and 1860. A wide doorway with apair of 33
panded doors in the northwall of the parlor gopearsbe an dteration of the early 20th century.

The largefireplacein the rear origina kitchen hes angled sdewalls (Photo 11 and 12.) Its beke ovenis
located just west and outside of the main firebox. The mantel, which has a pesked board above a smple
mantd shelf similar to that in the southeest parlor, probably represents another mid 19*-century
renovation. The kitchenfireplacewall isfinishedwith horizontal planed boards, which are dso usd in a
pair of doors to acabinet above the fireplace. Other walls of the rear section of the house-the eest end
wall, and portions of the rear wall indde a large L-shaped comer cupboard, are covered with horizontal
panding embdlished with a very narrow bead. Vertical beeded board of the same type formsthe eest
wall of the little northwest room, and dso endosesthe back stairway in the northeest comer.

Doorsto the front lobby entrance from the rooms on ether Sde are a4-pand late 18*-century type, with
the pand raised on one Sde and recessad on the other, and hung on H-and-L hinges. The closed-string,
three-run dair hes atypical Federd-period bdudrade of square dowes placed on the diagond, a heavy
molded railing, and 3 Vi" square newd podts.

Second story. The character of much of the second story is more aborate and formal than the first, and
includes many dements of the fully developed Federd style—a decorative vocabulary condgent with the
raising of the building to two gories inthe early years of the 19* century. The ceilingsa this sory are
fully plastered, with no summer beamsvisible in the rooms; the comer posts have beeded casings.

(continued)
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The finely executed woodwork inthe two front upgairs rooms indicates the important satus of the early
19*-century owners, and suggesdsthe presence in the Boxborough area of a highly skilled carpenter and
joiner. Here the doors are 6-pand, with the rased-pand dde facing the rooms. They are hung on H-
hinges, and have broad, molded casings. The woodwork in the southwest chamber includes a large ogee
crown molding The smallfireplacein that room (closed over for a sovepipe) hes a low Federd mantd

with aline of diamond cut-outs adoming thefrieze.

The southeast chamber is the mogt stylish room in the house, with an even larger and more daborate

comice than that in the southwest chamber. (Photo 5.) The walls are ringed with a beeded-board dado

trimmed with a molded bassboard a the bottom and a line offinely-carvedvertical reeding under a
molded chair rail a the top. The mantdpiece of the amdl brick fireplaceis an outsanding example of

Federd-gyle carving. The frieze is decorated with squeres of dtemating vertical and horizontal reeding,

and above it is a line of vertical reeding under a smple mantd shelf. The molding of the fireplace
aurround metches that a the doorways.

The presence of auch stylish Federd woodwork condstent with detailing ssen in housssof ca 1800-1815
in the Boxborough area raises the quedion of whether Levi and Dorothy Wetherbeds son-in-law,
cabinetmeker Samud Stevens, may have executed some of it after his marriage to their daughter Lucy in
1814. Future comparisons with woodwork in other buildings inthe vicinity may help to determinewho
the carpenter may have been.

The south wall of the large rear second-gtory room hes atiny fireplacewith a molded surround, and a
door to anarrow closet besde it hung on H-and-L hinges. (Photo 13.)

Hardware throughout the building includes H- and H-and-L hinges, Suffolk latches, and 19*-century cast-
iron latches and ceramic knobs. Iron cranesremain in the rear kitchen fireplace.

Attic and cdllar structure. The attic and cdlar reved much about the pogt-and-beam, stud-framed
building. The roof is a rafter-and-purlin type, with heavy hewn rafters, 6 x 6" intheir upper sections,
tenoned into afive-sidedridge purlin. Five sats of hewn purlins, continuous from one end of the roof to
the other, are st into trenches on the outside of the rafters, and support vertically-oriented roof boards.
From each tie-beam, a short brace rises a an angle to the rafter above it, where it is tenoned into the
timber. The rear plate, except for a gplice near the center, meesures 9" x 9". There are indications that
the area around the chimney was dtered a an early date, and that the chimney, though still substantid in
Sze, may have been reduced somewhat in circumference. A short purlin in front of the chimney hes a
rough, concave reer dde, suggedting that the chimney once rested againg it—raising the question of
whether the front of the building may have been raised before the rear section.

A cdlar with an unmortaredfiel dstonefoundation exists under the entire building except for the center
aea from the fieldstone chimney bese to the rear wall. One notable festure is the rectangular niche
located in the eest Sde of the chimney base. The niche meeaures about a foot high, and hes a dressed-
granite lintel and alarge sonefor a besa

(continued)
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The eedt part of the cdllar floor is paved with large flat gones. Thefirst-floor joistsin the front part of the
house are primarily heavy degpers mnning in an ees-west direction, approximately 6 by 6 inchesin
dimension, placed about 28" on center. The under ddes of the subfloor boards visible benegth the
southwest room are planed. Benegth the rear room thejoists run north to south, and the sub-flooring there
isvertical-sawn.

In the 20* century, Stede family members literally left their mark on the cellar. In the cement of the
concrete bulkhead, which projects south from the west part of the front foundationwall, Russdl and
Thomas Stede inscribed the following: "1946 RBS-TAS." Occasond repairs were mede to the cdllar
framing, and on one replaced section of agirt, "1940-Russeir' isbumed into the wood.

StedeBarn 1941 (MHC #4; Map #2, Photos 1, 3,6.) Thomas A. Stede, builder.

The 36" X 42' barn, originaly built a an gpple barn, gandswith its main gable facing the short driveway
which runs ped the east end of the house from Middle Road. The building is of sud construction
utilizing modern dimensioned lumber, and is Sded with clgpboard. The gabled roof is agphdt shingle;
the foundation is largely concrete and fieldstone.

Theeagt wall of the foundation incorporates the upper portion of two smal date 18th-century gravestones
(Map #11; Photos 14 and 15) reported to be from two Wetherbee family graves in the North Burying
Ground. According to loca resdents, the two markers were among the stones displaced by the 1938
hurricane, and were brought onto the property by the Stedes. Both are smdl shouldered stones, about 9
inches wide. The northemmost is decorated with a schemaic sunflower motif, st into acircle, inthe
tympanum and on each shoulder. The other stone, located south of the doorway, has an expertly carved
chemb or angd's heedflankedby wings. No inscriptions are visible on either sone.

The bam gands on part of the ste and foundation of adightly larger bam that bumed down. The north
dde of that earlier bam was built into the hillside, and it had acdlar that was open to the south, wherethe
present bam now has a full foundation wall. Some parts of the ol dfiel dstonefoundation- or barnyard
walls extend south of the building, where they sarveto fencein the manure area, which presently is paved
with deteriorating concrete.

The fenestration of the bam includes five stanchion windows dong the lower part of the south wall (two
6-pane windows and three with two panes divided horizontally), two more 6-pane windows on the north
wall, and one 2/2 inthe center of the west dlevation. A &6 window occupies each gable pesk. The main
vehicle entry, centered in the eest gable end, hes a large two-part diding, exterior-mounted door of
tongue-and-groove vertical boards. A 3/3-saeh window is located south of the doorway, and afixed 6-
panewindow occupies the wall north of the door. Two walk-in doors are located a each end of the

(continued)
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north eevation. The one a the west hes 8 panes over pands, the door & the eest, which formerly opened
onto a short passage to the demolished milkhouse, is a batten door of tongue-and-groove vertical boards.
Anaother narrow entry with a wooden door located just west of center in the south wall was used for
menure digposal.

Thefirst story of the bam interior isarranged in three equd aides, with two setsof 8-inch-square wooden

posts carrying heavy front-to-back beams on dther 9de of the broad center aide. Mot of the goece
retains its deteriorating coat of paint or whitewash. The south aide was ussd as the cow tie-up after

Burpee F. Stede bought his brother's cows in about 1946. The manure gutter inthe concrete floor there
hes recently been filled in with concrete, but the framework of the cow stanchions remains. The loft

flooring on exposed joists formsaceiling over all of the first floor goace except the front portion of the
center aide. Fromthere, the roof stmcture of two sets of 2 x 4" rafters, one ebove the other, isvisible.

The lower and upper rafters mest a a single purlin, where thejoint is reinforced with a triangular-board
brace & eech st of rafters. A short collar tie goans each upper rafter pair just below the roof ridge. There
is no ridge pole, but the metal ridgetrack for hoisting hey or gpple boxes isstill in place.

Richardson Icehouse, ca 1904 (MHC #5, Map #3, Phatos 1 and 7.)

In the late 1990s, volunteers from the Boxborough Historical Society dismantled asmall ca 1904 gable-
roofed icehouse on the George Richardson Farm on Stow Road, and reessembled it on this property. It
dands now inthe position where a shed of about the same 5ze sood in the 1940s and '50s. During the
process of reconstruction, about two feet of the lower pods and walls had to be removed due to
deterioration. The outer walls are clad inwood shingles, some of which still beer their red paint. After
the building was moved the roofing was replaced with wood shingles, and the west Sde wall was rebuilt.
Typica of an icehouse, the little building hed inner walls of chestnut boards nailed to the ingde of the
duds. Those boards are presently gtored in the barn, awaiting reinstallation.  Also typical of a tum-of-
the-century icehouse, the building hes no windows, and there are three narrow, vertical-board doors, one
above the other, inthe center of the north gableeend wall. Projecting above them a the gable pesk isa
horizontal bracket attached to the ridge pole, where the hoist for the ice blocks was mounted. Despite
being recently moved, the icehouse retains its integrity and contributes to the nomination as an example
of atypeof building that was once found on this property.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are currently located on the Levi Wetherbee Farm, Stes may be

present. Three Stes are recorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmental characteritics of

the property represent locationa criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable

for the presence of ancient sites. Well-drained, level to moderately doping terraces, and other landforms

are located throughout the farm in dose proximity to sreams, ponds, and swamplands. An unnamed

dream with connected farm ponds drain southerly through the central portion of the property to wetlands
(continued)



OMB Appmal No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet X un

L evi Wetherbee Farm

, Boxborough (Middlesex), MA
Section number | Page—Z

in the southern part of the farm. The unnamed dream is atributary of Beaver Brook and the Merrimack
River. Given the information presanted above, the Sze of the farm, and known Native settlement
information for the Merrimack River drainage and the uplands of north central Massachuseits a high
potentia exigts for locating ancient Native American Stes on the nominated property. Smaler campdtes
and gpecid purpose type sites may characterize mogt potentia dtes in thearea

A high potential also exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources on the Levi Wetherbee Farm.

Structural evidence and construction features may exist from building the Wetherbee Housg, its partia

movement to the property in ca 1750 and/or renovations mede after the house was built. Stmctura

evidence may dso survivefrom a leest two bams aca 1950 milk house, a number of 18* through 20*
century outbuildings, and a sone structure southwest of the house. The existing Slede Bam islocated on
the gte of an earlier and larger bam. Portions of the earlier bam's foundation wall may exist in the area
today. The eest wall of the Stede Barn's foundation aso incorporates two gravestones originaly located

on Wetherbee Family graves in the North Burial Ground. Most early outbuilding locations are unknown;

however, a number of 20* century sheds were reportedly taken down when the Town of Boxborough

purchased the farm in 1994. A concrete dab north of the Stede bam marks the dte of aca 1950 milk

house demolished in the 1990s The Sone structure southwest of the house reportedly marksthe dte of a
tunnel that led from the house cellar to the bank above the pond. The ssmcture may have bean used ssa
root cdlar. Occupationa-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist in the area surrounding the
house, bams, and outbuildings.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing.)

J<A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components
lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mak "X"in dl the boxesthat apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE N i -

The Levi Wetherbee Farm, which includes over 36 acresof a sweeping cultural/agricultural landscgpe and a
farmstead with an enlarged 18th-century farmhouse and a pair of early 20th-century outbuildings, meats
Criteria A and C of the National Regigter a the locd level. The complex meats Criterion A foritsrole in
over 200 yearsof the devdopment of the rural landscape and the agricultural economy of Boxborough, and

for its occupancy by members of longtime local familieswho dhgped the town's development in every

historical period. The property was farmed by two generations of Wetherbees from a leest the late 1S

through the mid-19th centuries, and subsequently by Wetherbee in-laws Phiness Houghton and Ephraim B.
Cobleigh from 1856 to 1906. It evolved into one of the maog productive farmsin 20* century Boxborough
under the Stede family, when it was the orchard and dairy farm of Burpee Clark Stede and his son, Burpee

Franklin Stede.

The farm mests Criterion C for its well-preserved surviving architectural and agricultural resourcesfrom

sverd historic periods. The 18th-century farmhouse, gpparently enlarged a the tum of the 19 century, is
an excdlent example of athree-bay, center-chimney house raised from one to two stories. The building

displays a continuum of intact interior finish ranging from chamfered beems a the first story to high-style
Federd woodwork in the two front chambers  The extant bam is an instructive example of an early 1940s
apople bam refitted for dairy farming, and the little Richardson Icehouse, though moved to the Site,

represents the survival of a rapidly vanishing loca building type of the early 20th century. The farm

landscepe, with its smdl farm pond,fiel dstonewalls, causeway, cart path, fieldsof hay, remaining groves
of cultivated Christmas trees and a few lingering gpple trees, retains an abundance of evidence of having

been in continuous agricultural use for over two centuries.

In gpite of some dlterations to the house, some changes over time in the type of agriculture pursued, and the
loss of two older barns and the mid-20"" century milkhouse, the farm retains integrity of setting, location,
design, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Background and early historv.

According to deed and genedlogica research by loca historians, in the second half of the 18th century this
property, lying just eest of what was to become the town center of Boxborough, was part of the large
holdings of Silas Wetherbee, a grandson of John Wetherbee, 11 of Stow, one of Boxborough's original
settlers, whoin the late 17th century had owned a magjor portion of the land that ultimately became the town
of Boxborough. In 1775, Silas Wetherbee gave three acreson Hill Road opposite the heed of Middle Road
to be usad as amedtinghouse and burial ground site for the new town that he and 17 other outlying farmers
of Stow, Harvard, and Littleton hoped to establish. Thet year, having formed a new religious society, they
acquired the old medtinghouse in Harvard, dismantled it, and began to reconstruct it overlooking the
intersection of Hill and Middle Roads. In 1783, the District of Boxborough was officially established, with
the medtinghouse & its gpproximate center.

A few farmhouses were standing near the medtinghouse in February of 1784, when Silas sold his son Levi
Wetherbee (1748-1829) 60 acres of land, ahouse, half of a building referred to asthe "old house™ and half

(continued)
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of abarn, all located down the hill to the eest of the mestmghouse, on today 's Middle Road. | he bulk of
the property conveyed was located a short digance eedt of the nominated farm. (The "old house™ which
sood on that eedt section, is areference to what had been Levi'sprior resdence, atwo-story dwelling with
only two small windows. That part of the property was sold to another farmer in 1787.) The sscond house
mentioned in the desd from Levi'sfather is undersood to be to this farmhouse a 484 Middle Road. As
recorded inthe 1798 federal Direct Tax cenaus, it was then only one story, but larger in footprint than the
other house, with many more windowsand a higher value. Town records of 1784 show that inthe latter
part of that year Middle Road weas laid out leading west from a point near "Levi Wetherbee's old house™
pad his "new house" over a smdl brook, and from there to the common. By 1798 Levi Wetherbee hed
gpparently acquired more land, as inthat year he is listed a owning 55 acres on both Sdes of "the road
leading eest from the meetinghouse and common.”

Along with his father, Levi Wetherbee was one of the founders of Boxborough, having been one of the
subscribers in the purchase of the former Harvard medtinghouse. He and his wife Dorothy (Taylor) hed
five children. Two died young, and two later resded on the farm as adults. One of the latter wastheir
youngest son, John Wetherbee. The other was their daughter, Lucy (b. 1791), who married cabinetmaker
Samud Stevensin 1814. They subsequently moved to Marlborough, and then lived in Bolton for severd
years. After her husband died in about 1825, Lucy and her young son, Levi Wetherbee Stevens (b. 1815),
moved back to the farm to live with her parents, where they remained until Levi Stevens marriage in 1841.

Levi Wetherbee owned the farm until his degth in 1829, whereupon it came into the possession of his son,
John Wetherbee (1800-1858). Also known as John Wetherbee |1, he married Mrs. Susannah (Hayward)
Fairbanks in 1838. The Wetherbee farmhouse mus have been somewha crowded for the next severd
years, when the household included & leest six people, and in some years more.  Susaneh Wetherbee
brought with her two sonsfrom her two former marriages, and Lucy and Levi Stevenswere still living there
aswell. Three more daughters were bom to John and Susanneh between 1843 and 1850.

John Wetherbee was the Second Lieutenant of the Boxborough Light Infantry Company a the time of its
founding around 1838-1840. Levi Sevenswas dso amember of the company. In 1850, John Wetherbees
farm was valued a $5,000. Like most Boxborough farmers of the time, he was still engaged in generd
farming, raising some livestock and a variety of grains, though he produced 300 pounds of cheee inthat
year—an indication that he dso had developed a specidty in dairying. He is not listed as having any
orchards a that time.

A few years later, John Wetherbee gave up farming. He sold the farm, and in 1855 moved with hisfamily
to West Acton. In 1856, after a period of severd months when the property was owned by a neighbor,
Benjamin W. Priegt, the Wetherbee farm, apparently reduced by about 20 acres, was acquired by farmer
Phineas Houghton (1815-1886), who owned it for the next six years. Hisfirst wife, Sdly (Taylor), had
died in 1851, and by the time he bought the farm, he was remarried to Mary A. Wetherbee, daughter of
neighboring farmer and Wetherbee relation Andrew Wetherbee, In 1860 the Houghtons, like John and
Susannah Wetherbee before them, were engaged inaform of mixed agriculture. While the overdl vaue of
the farm had declined to $3,000, Mr. Houghton had developed something of a specidty in livestock,
gaining the second-highest butchering income in town from the animals he daughtered.

(continued)
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in I»b2-b3, the tarm was owned briefly by another Wetherbee relative, Daniel Wetherbee. In 1863 Il was—
acquired by another man who married into the Wetherbee family, Ephraim Brown Cobleigh (1833-1906)
Descended from a longtime local farming family, he lost his mother when he was twelve, and by the ege of

17 hed left Boxborough to find work. After a brief employment a a shoe factory in Bolton, he traveled
through the southem dates for saverd months. In 1852 he enlisted in the U.S. Army, and spatt five
adventurous years in the cavary with Co. B., 2nd Regiment Artillery. During his time in the cavdry he
took part inthe so-cadled "NavgoWar" in New Mexico, went on scouting expeditions with Kit Carson and
"Mexican Jack," and bardly escaped from captivity a an Indian camp. In 1855 he was a member of a party

of soldiers who surveyed the route of the Southem Pacific Railroad.

Ephraim Cobleigh returned to Boxborough in 1857, and by 1860 he had taken up shoe manufacturing ona
andl scde  In 1861 he married eghteenyear-old Rosdla Wetherbee, daughter of Capt. Andrew
Wetherbee (Levi Wetherbeds grand-nephew, and Danid Wetherbegs brother). Rosdla died in childbirth
in 1864, shortly after they bought the farm. Ephraim later married Sdinda Holden of Shirley-apparently
the young domedtic servant listed as part of the Cobleigh household on the censusof 1865.

Ephraim Cobleigh sarved the town in avariety of podtions in the latter part of the 19th century. He was
Town Clerk for over a dozen years, and Sdectman for a leest fifteen years. He was dso one of the lagt
proprietors of the "Bigelow Store," the large generd store on Hill Road a the town common. Like mog of
his neighbors, however, he was primarily afarmer during the progperous loca agricultura economy that
developed through the latter part of the 19" century, a period when Boxborough's agricultura production
was a its height. Mr. Cobleigh was one of Boxborough's mogt progressive farmers and the principal
founder of one of its two important agricultural organizations, the Boxborough Farmer's Club. The club
was organized here inthe farmhouse on March 2, 1874, with Mr. Cobleigh as the first Presdent, aposition
that he held for the next ten years. He dso sarved as the dub's Treasurer for a leest two years. (Other
officers included his first father-in-law and two of his brothers.)

Under Ephraim Cobleigh's ownership, the old farm typified the specidization and increesed productivity
taking place in many Massachusetts agricultura towns after the Civil War. Although by the time he bought
the farm in 1863 it had been reduced to 36 acres and was not among the largest in Boxborough, it soon
became one of the mogt profitable, as its owner took advantage of improvements in agricultural technology
and of the broadening markets of the post-Civil War period. By 1870, like many Boxborough farmers, Mr.
Cobleigh was still growing a variety of grains, producing butter, and hed a substantia orchard,but he hed
a0 expanded into market gardening, for which his profit was the highest intown inthat year. By 1880,
while he still engeged in market gardening and like his neighbors was selling milk from his cows to the
Boston market; he had greatly expanded his fruit production as well. He had orchards of both goplesand
pears in fact, of the five Boxborough farmers who had pear orchards, a 300 trees, his wes by far the
largest. Raising grapes had become apopular specidty in Boxborough by thet time, as well, and in 1879, of
the fifteen farmers who had vineyards, he hed the second highest production—3,000 pounds.

Ephraim Cobleigh died in 1906, and for the next two years the farmhouse was gpparently unoccupied
except for aflock of chickens roosting in the second-gory rooms. In 1908, the property was sold out of the
family when it was purchased by Burpee Clark Stede, who owned it for the next seventeen years. "B. C."
Stede hed immigrated from Nova Scotiato Boxborough in 1886. He quickly becamewidely known for his

(continued)
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edtadve gyde adads & atimfe when Baxarough, like tievard of the sumounding toawns wes leadliiiig
the height of its reputation as an gpple-growing community. At their pegk, his orchards are sad to have
extended eedt a5 far as Liberty Square Road inthe eedt part of town. A promoter as well as a grower, Mr.
Stede usad one of the first motorized trucksin town to trangport gpples to Boston, where he marketed them
himself A newgpgper article about the opening of the new municipal market in Bogon's South End
highlighted B. C. Stede and his "big motor truck” delivering the market's first load of gpples, from which
Boston Mayor James Michael Curley and City Councilman John J. Attridge bought a box each.

B. C. Seele wasoneof the first school-bus drivers in Boxborough (some say hewas thefirst), beginning
with a horse-drawn "barge" and progressing to amotorized bus. He isalso credited with rigging up the first

road plow, andwas a Boxborough highway surveyor for many years. An accomplished sawyer, during

World War | Mr. Sedle served with a group of local men as part of the American Forestry Expeditionary

Forcesin Scotland and France—a civilian force that went to northern Scotland in 1917 to cut timber for the

British govemment. One of B. C.'ssons, Clifton Steele, also saw action during the war, and narrowly
survived the sinking of histroop ship Tuscania.

Over the years, as the Stede children grew up, the entire family was involved in farming, both intheir
parents orchards and for some of them, on their own farmsnearby. B. C. Sled€s first wife, Martha Jane
(Wdker), and two of their ten children died of typhoid fever when the farm's well was contaminated in
1911. An infant daughter died ayeer later. In 1913, Mr. Stede married Horence Dodge, who survived him
after his degth in 1929,

In 1925, however, B. C. Stede conveyad the farm to his son, Burpee Franklin (" B. F.") Stede, who had
taken ove its managament in 1923. B. F. Sede had married Myrtle Monsan of Concord ayear earlier, and
they continued to gperate an extengive apple-growing busness on the dd farm. They had weathered most
of the Great Depresson when disasgde dmck the farm in Sgptembear 1938, when the Great Hurricane
detroyed the main bam where bath thetown schod buses and the year's main apple arop were gored. In
1A1 the Stedes replacad the damaged bam with the presmit one a short digance to the north, on the Ste of
anathe bam which had bumed down several yearsearlier. Thenew building was congructed by Burpee
Franklin's brathe Thomas A. Stede, one of the mag prolific mid-20" century builders in the Baxborough
area.

To pick goples during the years of the Sscond World War, like other farmers in the areg, the Sledes
employed Gaman prisoners who were housed a neerby Fort Devens. After the war, however, it became
increasingly difficult to find employees to work the orchards, and the Stedes branched out into dairy
farming. Another brother, Wilbur (Bill), in spite of having been disabled in a serious sawmill accident, hed
kept cows on a neighboring farm. 1n aout 1946, after Bill's growing paralyss from rheumeatoid arthritis
prevented him from caring for his animas, Burpee F. Stede bought the cows and houssd them on the
ground floor of his new barn. In about 1950, their brother Tom congructed the smal gable-roofed,
cdapboard milkhouse, of which the sone and concrete base remains just off the northeest corner of the
present bam. Dairying, and some beef-cattle raising, continued on the farm until 1966.

(continued)
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Burpee Franklin Stede sucoeaded his father as both a school-bus driver and highway surveyor. He was
closdly involved with Boxborough's roads until the day he died, when in May of 1977 he suffered aheart
atack while clearing avay atree broken by afreak snowstorm.

After B. F. Stede died, his son, Rusdll Stede, raised Chrigmeas trees on part of the farm for a number of
years. In 1991, Myrtle Stede moved away, and in 1994 the family sold the farm, including the entire
remaining 36 acres, the old Wetherbee farmhouse, the Stede bam, milkhouse, and afew sheds to the Town
of Boxborough.

Since that time, the upkegp and manageament of the property have been overseen by a town advisory
committee, with mogt of the maintenance being done by community volunteers. The milkhouse and three
anal sheds were torn down in the mid-1990s, but in the late '90s, the ca 1904 icehouse from the
Richardson Farm in the south part of town was moved to a stejust south of the bam.

Today, under the name Stede Farm, the Levi Wetherbee Farm is usad for passive recregtion, and some of
the land is still mown for hay. The bam is presently used for generd town sorage, and plans are underway
to utilize the house, bam, and icehouse for public historical/educational purposes, and to leese some of the
land to livestock owners for pagturage.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Boxborough are poorly understood, any surviving
dtes could be signiflcant. Although numerous ancient Sites have been identified within the Merrimack
River drainage ad its nearby tributaries, the Concord, Sudbury, and Assabet River drainages, fewer dtes
have been recorded dong more inland tributary dreams including the Beaver and River Meadow Brook
drainages, possibly reflecting underreporting in this area or environmenta differences in the drainages.
Ancient Native American dtes in the vicinity of the Levi Wetherbee Farm may contribute important
information that identifies the range of functional and tempord variability between dtes in the Beaver
Brook drainege and their relationship to Native settlements along the main drainege of the Merrimack River
and its mgjor tributaries. Information may aso be present that clarifies the relationship and regiond
importance of dtes and resources dong the Beaver Brook drainage to larger tributaries of the Merrimack
River auch as the Concord, Sudbury and Assabet River drainages. Ancient stes inthe vicinity of the Levi
Wetherbee Faam and the Beaver Brook drainege may represant a ssesond /functional aspect of a
subsigence and settlement system that focuses on larger stesaong the Merrimack River drainage and other
tributaries listed above. Sites in this area can ds0 contain evidence of exchange between more interior
portions of the Merrimack River drainage and downdream coastd arees.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to contribute important information
rdated to the evolution of the famgead from the 18* through 20* centuries, the socid, cultura, and
economic characterigics of the farm's inhabitants, and the agricultural devdopments that mede the farm
one of the mogt productive in 20* century Boxborough.

(continued)
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Additional architectural research combined with archaeologicd survey and tegting rtiiy COlliribute
information that accurately definesthe initial construction date for the house. Structura evidence fromthe
house, congruction features, and artifact evidence from the contents of occupationa-related features may
upport or regject a pre-1750 congtruction date as indicated by finish details usad in the first floor
architecture. Similar architectural and archaeologica evidence may dso indicate that portions of the house
were moved to the present location by 1750 or later. Information described above may dso document
changesthat occurred to the house during major rebuilding in the early 19* century.

Additional documentary research combined with archaeologica survey, testing, and detailed mapping may
ds0 locate the dtes of barns, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated fegtures from the 18* through 20*
centuries. While much of the information for 20* century Structures is available, the location and function
for 18 and 19* century dructures is unknown. The intema configuration, function, and architectural
details of barns, outbuildings, and occupationd-related features may have followed regiona and loca
pattems of deveopment through timethat can be discerned through historical and archaeologica resources.
Underglanding the farms devdopment during the 18 and 19* centuries may be important to fully
undergand its reputation as one of the most productive farmsin 20* century Boxborough.

Additional historical research combined with detailed andyds of the contents of occupationd-related
features may aso contribute valuable insghts into the socid, cultural, and economic characterigtics of the
families that occupied the farmgead for over two centuries. Isolated festures and/or stretified
archaeological depodits may exist that can be assodiated with different familiesor occupations a the house.
The above information may indicate how the socid and cultural agpects of specific families changed with
the evolving agricultural economy of the farm, town, and region. Important information may exist that
documents agricultura technologies in use and whether cottage industry type manufacturing supplemented
the agricultural economy.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 36.19 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 292440 4707 160 3. 19 292500 4706420
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2. 19 292680 4707 120 4. 19 2923 80 4706440
Zone Easting Northing Easting Northing

5. 19 2923 00 4706640

Verbal Boundary Description Zone Easting Northing

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11« Form Prepared By

nameftitle Anne Forbes, consultant, with Betsy Friedbergq, National Register Director, MHC
organization. Massachusetts Historical Commission date  October, 2006
street & number_ 220 Morrissev Blvd. telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Boxborough
street & number. 29 Middle Road telephone 978-263-1116
city or town Boxborough state MA .zip code 01719

Papenwork Reduction Act Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated property are those of the parce shown as Parcd 7-3-125 on Town of
Boxborough Tax Maps 10, 11, 17, and 18.

Boundary Justification
The National Register boundaries encompeass the 36.19-acre parcd that for generations comprised the
Levi Wetherbee Farm. The parcd includes the surviving dements of the farmstead, as well as the

complete agricultura landscgpe which is now largely hay meedow, wetlands, and the surviving sands of
treesfrom a late 20* -century Chrismas tree farm.

(End)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Unless otherwise noted, all photographs by Anne Forbes, 2004.

8 X 10" photographs

Levi Wetherbee Farm, view northeast overlooking farmstead; farm pond in left center

Levi Wetherbee House, mid-18* C/ca 1800-1815: south faBade and et elevation

Levi Wetherbee House, mid-18"' C./ca 1800-1815: north eevation, with bam at rear

Levi Wetherbee House, mid-18" C./ca. 1800-1815 |ooking eest, with north and west levations
Levi Wetherbee House, mid-18" C./ca 1800-1815 southeest chamber: fireplacewall

Levi Wetherbee Farm: Stede Bam (1941), with farmhouse in background, 1ooking north

O A~ WD

Supplementary photographs (4 x 6")

Landscape views:

7. View southeest over hay field, with Richardson ice houss, (ca. 1904)
8. Wed cart path, looking south

9. Famlandscgpe, 100king south

Interior views. Levi Wetherbee House:
10. Southeest parlor: fireplacewall
11. Rear kitchen, looking southwest
12. Reer kitchen, looking eest

13. Rear chamber: fireplacewall

Gravesones in eest bam foundation wall (2006)
14. North gravestone
15. South gravestone

Historic photo (photocopy)
Aerid view of Boxborough: Hill and Middle Roads 1939. (Boxborough Historical Society).
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RESOURCE COUNT

C =contributing; NC = non-contributing
B= building;, O = object; S =dte

S =dructure
% MHC# NAME OR DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS TYPE
1 BXB.3 Levi Wetherbee House mid-18"C./ca. 18001815 C B
2 BXB.4 StedeBam 1911 C B
3 BXB.5 Richardson lcehouse ca 194 C B
4 BXB. 92 farm landscape 18™-2r' centuries C S
5 farm pond 19"-20" centuries C S
6 cartpath 19"-20" centuries C S
7 system of stone walls is™-19" centuries C S
8 underground tunnel/root cellar 19" century C S
9 milkhouse base ca 1950 C S
10 causaway probably 19" century C S
n dae gravestone (in bam foundation) 18" century C 0
12 date gravestone (in bam foundation) 18" century C 0
TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT; Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS 3
STRUCTURES: 3
OBJECTS: 2
SITES: 4

TOTAL: 12 TOTAL: 0






The abundance of apple trees in Boxboroughis evident in this 1939 aerial photo-
aravh. The Middle Road orchards of Burpee F. Steeleare shown in the lower
right; further up the road isthe Town Common and Library Hall. (Photo courtesy
of Boxborough Historical Society; gift ofE.A.  Moore.)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Novembers, 2006

Dr. John Roberts

Nationa Regigter of Historic Places
National Park Service

1201Eye Stregt, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts
Encdosad please find the following nomination form:
Levi Wetherbee Farm, 484 Middle Road, Boxborough (Middlesex Co.), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The ownersof the properties inthe district were notified of
pending State Review Board congderation 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to commernt.

Betsy Frieyberg C
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Alan Rohwer, Boxborough Historical Commission
Leslie Fox, Chair, Board of Selectmen
Anne Forbes, consultant
Karen Metheny, Plarming Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate. mausmhc



