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1. Name St̂ xck^w-
historic IjOthxî p House 

and/or common STONEHOLM (preferred) 

2. Location 
street & number 188 Ames S t r e e t not for publication 

city, town Sharon vicinity of congressional district 1 0 t h 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Norfolk code 021 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ^ occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) ?L private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational — private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
X „ „ 

no 
military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Dr. and Mrs. Robert E . Chavez 

street & number 188 Ames S t r e e t 

city, town Sharon vicinity of state Mass . 02067 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Norfolk County Registry of Deeds 

street&number 650 High Street 

city, town Dedham state Mass. 02026 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of Historic Assets of 

title the commonwealth #90 has this property been determined elegible? yes ^ no 

date 1968 . federal x state . county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical commission 

city, town Boston state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated ?L unaltered original site 

?L good 1 ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Stoneholm, also known as the Horace Lothrop House, occupies a 2.73 acre parcel at 
the northwest corner of Ames and East Streets, i n a r e s i d e n t i a l section of Sharon. The 
property i s surrounded by a border of trees, most of which appear to be o r i g i n a l plantings, 
and contains a carriage house i n addition t o the property's main .-house. 

The main house i s a Second Empire style b u i l d i n g , two-and-one-half stories high 
with a mansard roof and cupola. Extending from the house's north elevation i s a one-storey 
rear wing with a f l a t roof. The house i s b u i l l i of locally-cjuarried, rock-faced granite 
ashlar, corner qpioins and window t r i m ( i . e . s i l l s , quoined surrounds, arches and 
keystones) are made of rock-faced granite, but of a darker color t:han that of the walls. 
The concavely cured mansard roof rests on a wooden cornice with paired brackets and i s 
covered with slates which are cut to create a hexagonal pattern. A l l sash, except where 
note(a otherwise, i s 2/2......•• .A ^ -̂ u.- • - < 

The Facade (sotith elevation) i s symmetrical; a t i t s f i r s t storey i s a wooden 
porch, three bays long and one bay deep with a low, half-hip roof. Each bay i s framed by 
posts which have small brackets beneath the porch's s o l i d apron and larger brackets set on 
th e i r outer faces, supporting the cornice. The porch's center bay contains an additional 
pair of posts from which deep brackets r i s e to support a low pediment over the entry bay. 
At the center of the f i r s t storey i s a rectangular opening containing paired doors with 
panelled bases and arched l i g h t s . On each side of the entry i s a single window set i n a 
low-arched, quoined surround. At the second storey, two windows (i d e n t i c a l to these of the 
storey) fl,ank a centr a l , paired window. This paired window consists of two sets of 1/1 
sash, each .s.urmounted. by a semi-.circular transom. The two halves are separated by a 
single granite p i e r ; the outer sides of t h e i r surroxonds are quoined and each arch has a 
keystone. The arrangement of the second storey i s repeated at the a t t i c , where a wide 
central dormer contains two 1/1 windows wi t h semi-circular transoms. The central dormer 
i s framed by two wooden column^ which support a cornice and low-pediment. Flanking the 
central dormer are two narrower dormers, wach of which i s trimmed with consoles supporting 
a low pediment. 

The east elevation contains many of the same elements as the facade, but i s 
asymmetrically arranged at the f i r s t two st o r i e s . Moving south t o north, the f i r s t 
storey has a semi-octagonal bay window, b u i l t of wood with 1/1 sash i n each of i t s two 
angled faces and 2/2 sash i n i t s east face. The cornice of the bay window i s trimmed 
wi t h brackets above which the roof rises to a semi-octagonal hip. Next north i s a one-
bay square porch, o r i g i n a l l y open but now enclosed; i t i s approached from two granite 
s t a i r s with curved, s o l i d r a i l i n g s . At each corner are. posts with brackets which support 
a cornice and low hip roof, currently the porch i s enclosed by clapboarding and louvred 
windows. North of the porch i s a single window, i d e n t i c a l t o those of the facade's f i r s t 
storey. At the second storey, moving south t o north, are a single window, a paired arched 
window and two single windows, a l l of which are i d e n t i c a l t o t h e i r counterparts at the 
second storey of the facade. At the a t t i c are three symmetrically placed dormers, 
i d e n t i c a l t o those of the facade, although more widely spaced. 

The west elevation i s symmetrically arranged with two semi-octagonal bay windows at 
the f i r s t storey, three single windows at the second storey and three dormers at the t h i r d 
storey. A l l decorative d e t a i l s are i d e n t i c a l t o those of corresponding features of the 
east elevation. The north elevation i s b u i l t of squared granite rubble and i s asymmetrically 
arranged. The eastern two-thirds of the f i r s t storey are blocked by the rear wing while 
i t s western t h i r d contains a simple 2/2 window set i n an undecorated svirround with a 
rectangular l i n t e l and s i l l . At the second storey, two windows, i d e n t i c a l t o that of the 
f i r s t storey, blank a small, square l i g h t . At the a t t i c are two dormers which are 
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ide n t i c a l to the outer dcncmers of the facade. The rear wing contains one window i n 
i t s west elevation and two i n i t s north elevation; both elevations are b u i l t of squared 
granite rubble. The east elevation of the rear wing i s b u i l t of rock-faced granite 
ashlar; each of i t s two windows has a quoined surround. 

The cupola i s square i n plan and has four i d e n t i c a l elevations each of which now 
contains two single-pane windows, although i t i s l i k e l y that each o r i g i n a l l y had two 
sets of 1/1 sash. The cupola has a very low mansard roof set on brackets. Surrounding 
the cupola i s an added widow's walk with a r a i l i n g of square-plan balusters. 

The Carriage House i s a one-ahd-one half storey, "L" plan structure, enclosed 
by a concavely curved mansard roof. Part of the building's south and east elevations 
are faced with rock-faced granite ashlar; elsewhere the carriage house i s b u i l t of 
squared granite rubble. Throughout, the building i s trimmed with rock-faced granite 
corner quoins. Facing the angle created by the building's plan, the south elevation 
contains an off-center gable beneath which i s a high entry arch with a q uoined surround 
and panelled wooden doors. This arch i s tanked by two windows, each of which con­
tains 6/6 sash set i n a stone surround w i t h quoins, a low-arched head and keystone. Set 
at a r i g h t angle to the south facade of the carriage house i s the east elevation (facade) 
which contains a gable and high entry arch, i d e n t i c a l to that of the south elevation. 
The building's other elevations are irregular i n t h e i r fenestration. At the roof i s a 
low square ventilator/cupola with three c i r c u l a r l i g h t s on each of i t s elevations, a 
low mansard roof and a weather vane. Alterations to the carriage house are minor, 
consisting mainly of the replacement of o r i g i n a l slates with asphalt shingles. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

JL_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture! •ji^M'Vii 

commerce -
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
educatipn 

^ engine^ing 
exploration/settlement 

X industry » 
invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

X politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1864 Builder/Architect Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Stoneholm, also known as the Horace Lothrop House, retains i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, s e t t i n g , materials, workmanship and h i s t o r i c a l associations to Sharon's leading 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t of the mid-nineteenth century. A unique l o c a l example of Second Empire 
style architecture, the house, as w e l l as i t s stable, remains e s s e n t i i l l y unaltered and 
retains many high q u a l i t y d e t a i l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n i t s f i n e stonework. Two stone-lined 
chambers exist beneath the house's f r o n t lawn; these chambers are believed to have con­
tained water and chemicals which were combined to provide the house with gas for l i g h t i n g 
and heating. 

The o r i g i n a l owner of stoneholm, Horace A. Lothrop (1828-1898), was born i n Easton, 
Massachusetts where his father, the Honorable Hcward Lothrop was active i n business and 
c i v i c a f f a i r s . Having completed his education and some business t r a i n i n g , Horace Lothrop 
moved to Sharon i n 1847, where he and j. R. Packard had bought a cutlery Factory from 
John Ames. Ames had operated t h i s factory since 1835, using a m i l l p r i v i l e g e at Massapoag 
Lake, one-quarter mile distant from Stoneholm. under Lothrop's d i r e c t i o n , the business 
expanded and became known, l o c a l l y , for i t s practice of continuing production during 
business recessions and panics, stockpiling i t s unbought goods rather than laying o f f 
i t s employees. In 1870, lothrop was a founder of the f i r m of Lothrop and Watson, manu­
facturers of shoe shanks, i n 1878, Lothrop established the Niantic Hose Company. 

During t h i s period, Lothrop served as a director of the Neponset National eWk i n 
canton, Mass. By 1883, Lothrop was forced by i l l health to r e t i r e from his business 
interests." ••• • ' 

In addition t o his connection to several of Sharon's major industries, Lothrop was 
active i n c i v i c a f f a i r s , serving f o r two terms as a member of the state legislature 
and as a member 'of the Sharon School Board. Lothrop also made major donatidris for the 
foimding of the Sharon Public Library, f o r the acquisition of a town clock, for the pur­
chase of street l i g h t s , for the planting of shade trees and for other projects inaugurated 
by the Sharon Improvement Society. Lothrop was one of the incorporators of the Sharon Water 
company. - r • • ...... -. . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
1. A r t i c l e , The Knife Works Privelege, 27 May 1909. J.E. Conant, Lowell, Mass. 
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10- Geographica l Data IITM NOT VERiFIEIT 
2.73 acres Acreage of nominated property 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Please refer t o the attached assessor's map. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

iM>1 

11. Form Prepared By 
Brian P f e i f f e r , consultant w i t h chandler W. Jones and Wil l iam B. Crawford of 

name/title Sharon H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 

organization M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l c o m m i s s i o n date October, 1979 

street & number 294 W a s h i n g t o n s t r e e t telephone 

city or town B o s t o n state Mass . 02067 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state V j ^ i n r a i 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Director, Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register 

Keeper of ^e National Register  

Attest: \(}XAkA) AintlmM 

date 

date 

Shlef of neglotroUfln 

f 
/ 

G P O 9 38 6 3 5 























ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered '^^ ^ mo 
Name Location 

Dorchester-Milton Lower Mills Industrial 
District 

Elm Street Fire Station 

Stoneholm 

Fi r s t Parsonage for Second East Parish Church 

Lane, David, House 

Boston and Milton 
Suffolk (also Norfolk County) 

Gardner 

Worcester County 

Sharon 
Norfolk County 
Attleboro 
Bristol County 

Bedford 
Middlesex County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Brian J . Donnelly 
Honorable Robert F. Drlnan 
Honorable Margaret M. Heckler 
Honorable James M. Sahnnon 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowskl 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

/ 
NR Byers/bjr 4/8/80 

For fur t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


