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1. Name St*xck™w-
higoric IjOthxi*p House
andlor common STONEHOLM  (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 188 Ames Street not for publication
dty,ton Sharon vicinity of congressional district  10th
state Massachusetts code 025 county Norfolk code o021
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public A occupied agriculture museum

building(s) ?L private unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational — private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object in process yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
X 0o military other:

4. Owner of Property

nameDr. and Mrs. Robert E. Chavez
street & number 188 Ames Street

city, town Sharon vicinity of state Mass. 02067
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regisry of deeds eic.  Norfolk County Registry of Deeds
drest& number 650 High Street

dty, toan  Dedham date  Mass. 02026
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of Historic Assets of
titte the commonwealth #90 has this property bean daermined degible? yes "~ no
dae 1968 federal x state .county local

depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical commission

City, town Boston state



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorat ed 7L unal tered original site
7L good 1 ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Descri be the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Stoneholm al so known as the Horace Lothrop House, occupies a 2.73 acre parcel at
the northwest corner of Ames and East Streets, inaresidential section of Sharon. The
property i s surrounded by a border of trees, nost of which appear to be original plantings,
and contains a carriage house i naddition t othe property's main.-house.

The main house i s a Second Enpire style building, two-and-one-half stories high
with a mansard roof and cupola. Extending fromthe house's north elevation i s a one-storey
rear wing with a flat roof. The house ishbuilli of locally-cjuarried, rock-faced granite
ashlar, corner gpioins andwindow trim (i.e. sills, quoined surrounds, arches and
keystones) are nade of rock-faced granite, but of a darker color t:han that of the walls.
The concavely cured mansard roof rests on a wooden cornicewith paired brackets and i s
covered with slates which arecut t ocreate a hexagonal pattern. Al | sash, except where
note(a otherwise, i s 22.....¢ AN M- - <

The Facade (sotith elevation) is symmetrical; atits first storey i s awooden
porch, three bays |ong and one bay deep with a low, half-hip roof. Each bay is framed by
posts which have small brackets beneath the porch's solid apron and larger brackets set on
their outer faces, supportingthe cornice. The porch's center bay contains an additional
pair of posts fromwhich deep brackets rise t osupport a | owpediment over the entry bay.
At the center of the first storey is arectangul ar opening containing paired doors with
panell ed bases and arched lights. On each side of the entry is a single window set ina
| ow-arched, quoined surround. At the second storey, two windows (identical t othese of the
storey) fl,ank a central, paired window. This paired wi ndow consists of twosets of 1/1
sash, each .s.urnmounted. by a sem-.circular transom The two halves ar eseparated by a
single granite pier; the outer sides of their surroxonds ar equoined and each arch has a
keystone. The arrangenent of the second storey is repeated at the attic, where a wide
central dormer contains two 1/ 1w ndows with sem-circular transoms. The central dorner
is framed by twowooden col um” which support a cornice and | ow-pediment. Flanking t he
central dormer aretwonarrower dormers, wach of which is trimmed with consoles supporting
a |low pedinent.

The east elevation contains many of the same elements as the facade, but i s
asymmetrically arranged at the first twostories. Myving south t onorth, the first
storey has a sem -octagonal bay wi ndow, built of wood with 1/1 sash ineach of itstwo
angled faces and 2/2 sash inits east face. The cornice of the bay window is trinmmed
with brackets above which the roof rises t oa sem -octagonal hip. Next north is a one-
bay square porch, originally open but now enclosed; i tis approached fromtwogranite
stairs with curved, solid railings. At each corner are. posts with brackets which support
a corniceand | owhip roof, currently the porch i s enclosed by clapboarding andl ouvred
wi ndows. North of the porch i s a single window, identical t othose of the facade's first
storey. At the second storey, moving south t onorth, area single window, a paired arched
wi ndow and t wo single windows, all of which are identical t otheir counterpartsat the
second storey of the facade. At the attic arethree symmetricallyplaced dornmers,
identical t othose of t he facade, although nore wi dely spaced.

The west elevation is symmetricallyarranged with twosem -octagonal bay w ndows at
the first storey, three single windows at the second storey and three dornmers at the third
storey. Al | decorativedetails areidentical t othose of corresponding features of the
east elevation. Thenorth elevation isbuilt of squared granite rubble and i sasymetrically
arranged. The eastern two-thirds of thefirst storey are blocked by the rear wing while
its western third contains a sinple 2/2 wi ndow set i n an undecorated svirround with a
rectangular lintel andsill. At the second storey, twow ndows, identical t othat of the
first storey, blank a small, square light. At the attic aretwodormers whichare
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identical to the outer dcncners of the facade. Therear wing contains one windowin

its west elevation andtwoinits north elevation; both elevations are built of squared
granite rubble. Theeast elevation of the rear wing isbuilt of rock-faced granite
ashlar; each of i ts two windows has a quoined surround.

The cupola i s square inplan andhasfour identical elevations each of which now
contains two single-pane wi ndows, although i tis likely that each originally had two
sets of 1/1sash. Thecupola hasavery |ow mansard roof set onbrackets. Surrounding
the cupola i s an added widow s walk with arailing of square-plan balusters.

The Carriage House i s a one-ahd-one half storey, "L" plan structure, enclosed
by a concavely curved mansard roof. Part of the building's south andeast elevations
are faced with rock-faced granite ashlar; elsewhere the carriage house i sbhuilt of
squared granite rubble. Throughout, the building is trimed with rock-faced granite
corner quoins. Facing the angle created by the building's plan, the south elevation
contains anoff-center gable beneath which is a high entry arch with aqguoined surround
and panel | ed wooden doors. This arch i s tanked by two wi ndows, each of which con-
tains 6/6 sash set ina stone surround with quoins, a lowarched head andkeystone. Set
at aright angle to the south facade of the carriage house i s the east elevation (facade)
which contains a gable andhigh entry arch, identical to that of the south elevation.
The building's other elevations are irregular intheir fenestration. At the roof isa
| ow square ventilator/cupola with threecircular lights oneach of its elevations, a
| ow mansard roof anda weather vane. Alterations to the carriage house are mnor,
consisting mainly of the replacement of original slates with asphalt shingles.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture.  religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture! «ji*M'Vii educatipn military social/
1700-1799 A engine”®ing music humanitarian

JL_ 1800-1899 commerce - exploration/settlement philosophy theater .
1900- communications X industry » X  politics/government transportation

invention ot her (specify)
Specific dates 1864 Bui I der/Architect Architect unknown

Statenment of Significance (inone paragraph)

Stoneholm al so known as t he Horace Lothrop House, retains integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship and historical associationst oSharon's |eading
industrialist of themd-nineteenth century. A unique local exanmple of Second Enpire
style architecture, thehouse, aswell as itsstable, remins essentiilly unalteredand
retains many high quality details, particularly i nitsfine stonework. Two stone-lined
chanbers exist beneath thehouse's front [awn; these chanmbers arebelievedt ohave con-
tained water and chem cals which were conbined t oprovide t hehouse with gas for lighting
and heating.

The original owner of stoneholm Horace A Lothrop (1828-1898), was born i n Easton,
Massachusetts where his father, theHonorable Hcward Lothrop was active i n business and
civic affairs. Having conpleted his education and sone business training, Horace Lothrop
noved t o Sharon i n1847, where he and j. R Packard had bought a cutlery Factory from
John Anes. Ames had operated this factory since 1835, using amill privilege at Massapoag
Lake, one-quarter mile distant from Stoneholm under Lothrop's direction, the business
expanded and becarme known, locally, for its practice of continuing productionduring
busi ness recessions and panics, stockpiling its unbought goods rather than laying off
its enployees. 1 n 1870, lothrop was a founder of thefirm of Lothrop and Wat son, manu-
facturers of shoe shanks, i n 1878, Lothrop establishedthe Niantic Hose Conpany.

During this period, Lothrop served as a director of t heNeponset National eV i n
canton, Mass. By 1883, Lothrop was forced by ill health toretire fromhis business
interests.” o o !

In addition t ohis connection t oseveral of Sharon's major industries, Lothrop was
active i ncivic affairs, servingfor twoterns as a nmenber of thestate legislature
and as a nenber 'of t he Sharon School Board. Lothrop also nade major donatidris for the
foi mding of t heSharon Public Library, for theacquisition of a town clock, for the pur-
chase of street lights, for the planting of shade trees and for other projects inaugurated
by t he Sharon Inprovenent Society. Lothrop was one of t heincorporators of t he Sharon Water
conpany. - r e L -



9. Major Bibliographical References

1. Article, TheKnife Wrks Privelege, 27 May 1909. J. E. Conant, Lowell, Mass.
2. Obituary, H A. Lothrup, Sharon Advocate, 16 Decenber 1898.
3. Article, Baker, R A, Quincy Patriot Ledger, 25July 1977.

10- Geographical Data MM NOT VERFET

Acreage of nominated property 2.73 acres M M/\I ml \H D
Mansfield

Quadrangle name
Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Please refer t ot heattached assessor's nap.

List all states andcounties forproperties overlapping state orcounty boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form PreparedBy

Brian Pfeiffer, consultant with chandler W. Jones and William B. Crawford of
nametite Sharon Historical Commission.

organization Massachusetts Historical commission date October, 1979
street & number 294 Washington street telephone
city ortown Boston state Mass. 02067

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance ofthis property within the stateis:
national state Vijtinrai

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title  Executive Director, Mass. Historical Comm ssion date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded Inthe National Register

date

Keeper of e National Register

Attest: \(}XAKA) AintimM date
Shlef of neglotroUfln

GPO 938 635

iM>1

































ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REd STER

STATE MSSACHEBETTS

Date Entered

Dorchester-MIton Lower Mills Industrial
District

Elm Street Fire Station

St onehol m

First Parsonage for Second East Parish Church

Lane, David, House

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy
Honorable Brian J. Donnelly
Honorabl e Robert F. Drlnan
Honorabl e Margaret M Heckl er
Honorabl e James M Sahnnon
NR Byers/bjr 4/ 8/ 80
For further information, please call

IAN AN mo

Location

Boston and M I ton
Suffolk (also Norfolk County)

Gar dner

Wor cester County

Shar on
Nor f ol k County

Attl eboro
Bristol County

Bedf ord
M ddl esex County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owskl

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Conm ssion

294 Washi ngton Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

the National Register at (202)343-6401.



