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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL C/f known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Charles Lavalle House, which dates from about 1803 to 
1815, is one of the oldest houses in Pensacola. The Historic 
Pensacola Preservation Board moved the house in_ 19#9 from its 
original site to save the structure from demolitionT The house 
was relocated from 111 West Government Street to its present site 
within the Historical District at 203 East Church Street.

The Lavalle House is an excellent example of the "Gu^f 
Coast architectural style". This wood frame house has a large 
loft, a front veranda, and is constructed on brick piers. A 
unique architectural feature of the house is brick nogging in all 
the walls and interior partitions.

This house has been preserved almost intact from its con 
struction date early in the nineteenth century. None' of the own 
ers have undertaken significant architectural modifications. The 
original house contained four rooms on the main floor and a large 
unfinished loft. A subsequent addition to the house almost 

^doubled the floor space, and a lean-to shed was also." tacked onto^ 
the building. These late additions were removed and the original 
four room structure was restored when the house was relocate^.

Some changes were effected in the interior of the house. 
Three of the four interior doorways were enlarged early in the 
listory of this house. Mantels and door and window trim of a 
simple, heavy, ante-bellum style replaced earlier beaded trim. 
Beaded chair rails and baseboards also had been removed. All the 

^/original mortise and tenon framing still remains; most of the 
original flooring and other woodwork remains, including the 
original exposed, whitewashed, beaded beams. Brick in the east, 
vest, and south walls and interior partitions was removed to 
facilitate moving the house and then reinstalled. The north wall 
remained intact and is mostly original. Original plaster was 
also retained on this wall.

The restoration has been executed so the exterior appear- 
cance dates back to the early nineteenth century. The roof has 
oeen shingled with wood shingles similar to those that would have 
oeen originally used. Also, the house has been painted an earth- 
toned brownish red; this was determined to be the original color 
Df the building from remnants of paint found on an original pies.ce 
3f siding underneath a boxed-in eave. The original paint 
Left exposed. Original "novelty" siding, which is 
sred a development of the twentieth century, remains 
of the house and is sheltered by the porch. Remnants 

^<jinal beaded siding were found on the rear of the hou 
siding in bad condition was removed, and beaded sidin 
bhe original was replaced.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE^-""

Charles JSavalie was a builder/ land owner, and brick 
mason. He invested in property, built houses, sold either or 
both for profit, and rented houses. Lavalle and his business 
partner, Mariana Bonifay, purchased in 1807 a brickyard located 
along Escambia Bay. Lavalle owned the property at 111 West 
Government Street from 1803 until 1815 when he sold the pro 
perty, house, and all the furnishings. The Historic Pensacola 
Preservation Board mpve<3 this house in J-969 to 203 East Church 
Street to save the structure from demolition.

The Charles Lavalle House is architecturally significant 
both^because of its age and its unique construction. The Laval 
House is one of the few remaining early nineteenth century wood 
frame houses in the city. Pensacola traditionally has been a 
city constructed of wood. Even though the local brick industry 
prospered in the nineteenth century, most builders used wood 
rather than local brick for houses. Because of this, few 
structures remain from the last Spanish period of occupation 
(1781-1821). The Lavalle House is one of the few houses from 
that period, and fortunately, subsequent owners have not sub 
stantially altered the structure. All the original mortise and 
tenon framing still remains, and mo_st._.of_ th,e_-^original., flooring 
and woodwork remains including the original whitewashed, exposed 
beaded beams.

The house is an excellent example of early Gulf Coast 
architecture. The wood frame structure, which is ̂ levated on 
brick piers, has an apron porch, /S^far^f^Bf^t, and a fronF"7" 
veranda. The house is unique, however, because of the brick 
npgcfincf in all the walls—even the interior partitions. Lavallo's 
occupation as a brick maker helps explain the extensive,

use of bricks in this house. In an area and at a timo 
when bricks were used for the construction of forts and churches 
Lavalle's use of brick in this home can be understood.

The Lavalle House is one of the few structures which 
evokes the memory of the last period of Spanish occupation of 
Pensacola. Architecturally the house is important both fo±- its
unique cpnstruction and also for being an excellent survivor from 
that- pprind.——The house deserves not^ -Fm—i T,^,,^ _-__.._——————TLhese reasons.



Earle W. Newton, Historic Architecture of Pensacola (Pensacola
Historical Restoration and Preservation Commission, Pensacola 
1969) .
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 30 o 24 • 50 • 87° 12 • 58 " 
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sw 30 e 24 • 20 • R7° 19 • M •
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance oL this nomination is: 
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Title State Liaison Officer
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National Register.
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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