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1. Name

histaric N/A
andlor comman Dupee Music Hall
2. Location

street & number 1402 p Street

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For NPS use only

recaved AUG 2 9 19850

date et EP 2 6 198%
R -.M

not for publication

city, town Franklin NA. vicinity of

state Nebraska code 031 county Franklin code 061

3. Classiffication

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public -K  occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worl< inprogress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object NA in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

name City of Franklin

street & number N/A

dty, tomn Franklin NAA vidnity o

5. Location off Legal Description
ocourthause regdry o deds éc. Register of Deads

dreg & numbg Franklin County Courthouse

dity, toan Franklin

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

date Nebraska

titte Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey hasthisprgpaty besn daeminad digible? yes no

date On-going federal

degpostary for aurvey reaords Nebraska State Historical Society

dty, toan Lincoln

state . county local

date Nebraska



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel [ ent det eriorat ed unal t ered X original site

X good ruins X altered noved date NA
fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Dupee Music Hall is arectangular two story frame structure built in1902.
Located onitsoriginal site inwhat is nowtheFranklin City Park, the buildingi s
a simple vernacular structure erected toserve as a home for theFranklin Acadeny
Musi ¢ Departnent. The hall which sets on araised |imestone foundation measures 9.58
meters by 13.84meters and has a full frontal porch (2.45 meters by 9.58 meters). The
structure has a low-pitched hipped roof.

The Dupee Music Hall is situated onitsoriginal site within theold Franklin
Acadeny canpus bounds i nthecity of Franklin, Nebraska (1980 population 1,167).
The area is nowa city park. This rectangular two story frame structure, built i n
1902, sets on a raised |limestone foundation which provides daylight w ndows throughout
the full basenment. The imsic hall neasures 9,58 meters by B.84 neters and has a full
frontal porch (245 nmeters by 958 meters). Sinple classical hoods Lop t hew ndowand
door openings of this vernacular structure. The hall has a |ow-pitched hipped roof.

The basic floor plan consists of six over six rooms plus theopen stairwell
which is located on thesouth side of thestructure about m dway down t hecentral
hal lway. Both floors as well as the basement have central halls which runeast and
west across thebuilding.

The first floor of the music hall originally had three lesson roons which could
be opened up and combined to .nmake one |arge recital space. There were also two
practice rooms and a reception area/office located.at thefoot of theopen staircase,
tongue and groove wainscotting line the walls i n every roomon first floor and along
the hallways on first and second floors. The interior space of thelower floor has
been altered t o sone extent, but thechanges arereversible and the basic architec-
tural integrity has not been conpromi sed. This building has served as home to the
city park caretaker for nmany years, therefore, a kitchen and bathroomwere installed
in two of theroons and t heopen stairway has been surrounded with wallboard to save
energy. Six practice rooms were |located on second floor. These spaces are i n
original condition and arenowused for storage. The basenent contains thefurnace
room two early 20th century bathroons installed for city park patrons, (theseare
no longer used) and several storage roons.

The Franklin County Historical Society aswell as theCity of Franklin, owners
of the building, areinterested i n thefuture preservation of thestructure. This
local historical society, who operates a nuseumat t heopposite end of theparki s
very interested i nobtaining "guardianship of the building and proposes touse the
structure tohouse sone of their collection. The Society also wants toinsurethe
physical preservation of the Music Hall. Details of this mutual arrangement will
be finalized at a future date.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military X social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humowitai‘ian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- . communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1902 Bui | der/Architect Unknown

Statenent of S gnificance (inone paragraph)

The 1902 Dupee Music Hall i ssignificant i nthearea of education as theonly
extant structure on theFranklin Acadeny canpus, a now defunct school sponsored by
the Congregational Church. Thebuilding has social significance for Lherolei L
played i nthesocial life of thecomunity. Thenusic hall served the Franklin's
soci al needs by providing concerts, recitals andplays for area residents.

By 1888, Nebraska had five Congregational academies i nthestate offering college
preparatory courses tostudents who desired nmore academic training than a typical
19th century high school provided.

The sponsorship of these academes were a part of a mssion outreach program
within theCongregational Church. O these five: Crete/Doane Acadeny, Crete;
Franklin Acadeny, Franklin; Gates Acadeny, Neligh; Weepi ng Water Acadeny, Wepi ng
Wat er; Chadron Acadeny, Chadron, only the Crete/ Doane Acadeny which nmerged with
Doane College i sstill operating as a Congregational Church affiliate school.
Doane offers a four year liberal arts program The State of Nebraska purchased
Chadron Acadeny whi ch i s nowknown as Chadron State College. The other three
academ es ar e defunct.

During Nebraska's early settlement period, fewi f anylocal high schools
offered a college preparatory curriculum For exanple, until 1881, when Franklin
and Gates academnmi es opened, Doane College hadtotrain entering freshmen in its
preparatory department before thestudents would be ready for college-level courses.

Acadenmi es provided a necessary serviceuntil theearly 20th century when
they began l[oosing popularity. Thedeclinei nenrollment was duet otheincreased

nunber of accredited high schools throughout Nebraska.

Franklin Acadeny was called the "nother" of the Congregational academ es
west of theMi ssouri River. | twas thefirst tobe established, |ocated the farthest
west of any other such institution, andthelast toclose. This acadeny comrenced
operations i n1881 under theauspices of theRepublican Valley Association of
Congregational Churches. An Illinois mnister. Reverend C S Harrison was visiting
the Franklin area i n1881 anddecided that thelocation i nsouth central Nebraska
woul d be ideal for an academny. Harrison believed i nmxing religion with education
to insure righteous living. Also, aninstitution dedicated toteaching college prep
courses was |lacking i nthis area. At this time, thetiny tow of Franklin hadonly
seven houses andnost importantly no saloons. Reverend Harrison laid the groundwork
for theacadeny andreturned tolllinois, however, three years later, i n1884, he
was called toserve theCongregational Church i nFranklin as pastor. Wen Harrison
returned t oFranklin he found thefledgling acadeny i nserious financial trouble.
The school had opened i nDecenber 1881 with 70 enrolled for thefirst term The



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

See Continuation Sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property IPSS thfin nne acre
Quadrangle nama Franklin. Nebr. Quadrangle scale AANOO

UT M References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See continuation sheet

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state NA code county code
state NA code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Janet Jeffries Spencer, Cultural Historian

organization Nebraska State Historical Society dae July, 1985
street & number 1500 R Street telephone 402/471-4767
city or town Lincoln dae Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state N local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fdFtt* by the National Parl**ervice.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature/' i?iM*>>t-c-7 A

title

For NPS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Rggjj|ter

N AN
ArylZy A J Entei"MW I date O ADAAATKA
MCroper of the National Register
Attest- date

Chief of Registration
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canpus consisted of one frame building situated on 15 barren acres. Harrison started
a fund-raising canpaign fortheerection of nore buildings and began | andscaping t he
grounds.

Expanded courses i nthelate 1890's provided students the opportunity Lo take
one year of collegelevel Instruction. The acadeny was accredited by the North
Central Associationof Colleges and Secondary Schools. This Franklin school
actually required 144 nmore hours f or graduation than di dtheNorth Central Association.
Along with regul ar academ c courses, the acadeny promoted regul ar Chapel visits and
Bible study. Athletics and military tactics classes were also offered.

The Acadeny closed i nJune 1922 after serving 2,570 students i nits4l year
history. The largest enrollment forany one term was 180.

Dupee Music Hall, the subject of this nomnation, i sthelast surviving
structure of the Franklin Acadeny. |t was built i n1902 to house the music department
whi ch had becorme one of themajor interests of theschool. The nusic hall i s

significant i nthearea of education as theonly extant building on the Franklin
acadeny canpus. This school was well known f oritsacademc excellence and high
percentage of successful graduates. The building has social significance for the
role the acadeny played i nthe social life of Franklin townspeople. The acadeny
was very important to the community and the Misic Hall especially served the social
needs of thepeople through theconcerts, recitals, plays and lectures held there.
Dupee Music Hall i san inmposing landmark i nthecity park which provides a setting
simlar toitsoriginal rural campus environnent.
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Franklin Acadeny Catailogs, 1881-1906
"“Franklin Acadeny Mirror" Septenber 1883-June 1901.

Perry, Thomas D, etal. History of Doane College 1872-1912, Crete, Doane
Col l ege Publisher, 1957.

Story of Franklin Acadeny, Executive Conmittee, Lincoln, Jacob North and Co., 1894.

"Sunday Journal and Star", Focus section, Lincoln, Nebraska, Decenber 23, 1973.
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This property i sdescribed as anindependent artifact with boundaries
described by animaginery line located 622 feet fromeach wall of the building
located i nBlock 4, Buck and Geenwood's Addition tothetown of Franklin
excluding any adjacent real estate which originally served asthe Franklin
Acadeny canpus; but which nolonger retains itshistorical and physical
integrity. This distance of 622 feet was chosen asthis i sthedistance from
the south wall of thebuilding toP Street, thestreet which borderst he
park onthesouth. This 62% oot green space provides an appropriate historic
setting forthe structure.
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CH resubmission Kateiwa 3i irl* . RETURN.
CH nomination by person or local govemment Satlonal BegiPtei" REJECT-
O owner objection Federal Agency:
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Substantive Review: C] sample O request CH apped CH NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, See continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited telow
Sutistantive reasons discussed below
1. Nama
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownerthlp Status Pretent Uta
Public Aoquitition Acc8«lbl«
4. Ownar of Property
5. Location of Lega Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Hes this property been determined €ligible? CHyes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Cheek one
excellent | | deteriorated e unaltered e originel tite
CH good * ruint  altered - nwved date.

o fair e unexpoted

Describe the presant and original (if known) physical appearance

* summay paragraph
e completeness

e cClarity
e dlterationsfintegrity
o dates

e boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify bekew

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

» completeness

o clarity

» applicable criteria

» justification of areas checked

» relating significance to the resource

» context

» relationship of integrity to significance
» justification of exception

* other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

*  Maps
» Photographs
* other

Questions concemihg this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comment! for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet



EXECUTIVE BOARD

ELECTED MEMBERS
J. M. Hart, Jr., President Omaha
Mrs. Bill (Virginia) Coffee
1 st Vice President Harrison
Walter G. Huber
2nd Vice President Blair
Arthur Carmody, Treasurer Trenton
Edwin J. Faulkner Lincoln
Maurices. Hevelone Beatrice
Otto Kotouc, jr. Humboldt
Nes Latenser Omabha
Charles W. Martin Omabha
James A. Rawley Lincoln
S. N. Wolbach Grand Island
: PHONE (402) 471-3270
Nellie Snyder Yost North Platte 402
JAMES A. HANSON August 8, 1985
DIRECTOR-SECRETARY
Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration
National Register of
Historic Places
1100 "L" Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Re:  Dupee Music Hall, Franklin County, Franklin,

Dear Ms. Shull:

EXECUTIVE BOARD
EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

ROBERT KERREY GOVERNOR
State of Nebraska

RONALD W. ROSKENS, PRESIDENT
University of Nebraska

NORMAN KRIVOSHA, CHIEF JUSTICE
Supreme Court of Nebraska

GEORGE A. PETERSON, PRESIDENT
Nebraska Press Association

1500 R STREET, BOX 82554
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68501

Nebr aska

Please find enclosed theNational Register of Historic Places
nom nation formfor the above named property. This nomination has
net al | notification and other requirements, as established in

36 CFR Part 60.

If you have any questions regarding thenomnation,

[ et us know.

Sincerely,

"Janes A Hanson
State Historic

pl ease

Preservation Officer

rep
encl osure

-AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER-






