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E NAME

C OMMON;

STATE:
Massachusetts

COUNTY -

Suffolk
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ENTRY DATE

South Station Headhouse (use f or publication)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

South Union Terminal

LOCATION

STREET ANCtNUMBER:

Atlantic Avenue and Sinner Street

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Boston 9th
STATE cope COUNTY: CODE
Massachusetts 025 Suffolk 025
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
District IS Building | Public Public Acquisition; [XI Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure Privote I 1 In Process I | Unoccupied n Restricted
. Object Both I | Being Considered | | Preservotion work [ | Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE fCheck One or Afore as Appropriate)
I | Agriculturol 1 | Government . Park 1iC] Transportation \ 1 Comments
I 1 Commercial I 1 Industriol I 1 Private Residence Other (Specify)
1 | Educational Militory I 1 Religious
f 1 Entertainment 1 i Museum Q  Scientific
OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S N AME:
Bost on Redevel opnent Aut hority
STREET AND NUMBER:
Boston City Hall
CITY OR TOWN : STATE:
Boston Massachusetts
15~ LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. .ETC:
Suffolk Qounty Registry of Deeds z
STREET AND NUMBER:
Pemberton Square
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Boston Massachuset t s
[6. "~Er>RES|_NTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Gonmonweal th of Missachusetts
DATE OF SURVEY : 197 Federal State e County ¢ Loca
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Boston
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The termnal is a 5 story, symretrical brick structure The
building has a dom nant curved headhouse, faced with granite,
whi ch was flanked by tan brick wi ngs along Atlantic Avenue and
Sunmer Street; its el bowshape plan shielded theimense train
shed and track facilities frompviblic view in elevation, the
station is divided visually i ntwo | ayers, giving a pronounced
horizontal enphasis: the2 lower floors are faced with rough-
hewn granite and are separated by a continuous stringcourse from
the upper floors, which are unified by snmooth masonry vertical
menbers i ntheGant Oder. (This bisection corresponds function-
ally tothe public* uses of thelower floors andtothe conpany
offices above; it also reflects thedouble decker track system
wi th subway and suburban electric systens below t hetrack |evel
used for long distance runs.) A continuous entablature with a
bal ustraded parapet is interrupted at t heheadhouse by an ornate
cl ockpiece, topped by a nonunental eagle, which continuesthe
vertical orientation of the pedinented portico just bel ow.

The headhouse has five symmetrically disposed najor bays.
Its central bayis franed by full-height piers and has 3 grand
round arch entrances. The mddle arch and acconpanying piers
project and support thelarge portico of paired ionic coliams
with a triangulcir pedinment. The lateral parts of this central
bay and t henext two secondary flanking bays continue theG ant
Order col onnade behind which the windowwall is recessed. In
contrast tothecolums, the pair of tertiary bays i nthe head-
house project slightly andare inset with atriple bank of rec-
tangular w ndows. This latter pavillionnmtif was repeatedat
the termnation of the wings which otherwise were long plain
bl ocks. Their fenestration pattern on thelower |evel repeated
the round arch thene set i nt heheadhouse; on t heupper tier,
full height piers separate vertically-arranged rectangular w n-
dow pairs.

The termnal conplex has undergone considerable change, al -
t hough t he headhouse portion externally remains intact. The
metal train shed, a conbination of cantilevered arns plus float-
ing mddle truss, along with thetwo story nmetal covered m dway,
had t obe denolished within 30 years due todeterioration. At
the sane tine, interior alterations were nade t ot he passenger
waiting roons and service areas. A single story extention to
the Atlantic Avenue w ng was denolished along with thefull At -
| antic Avenue wing and half of the Sunmer Street wing (fromt he
termnating pavillion through and including the md-pavillion).

The termnal is part of theSouth Station Urban Renewal

GPO 921-724
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Project. Plans and prior conmtnents require thedemolition of
the remaining Sunmer Street wings leaving the entire headhouse as
the primary gateway fromthecentral business district tothe new
i ntermodal transportation center tobe devel oped behind the head-
house. Al though surface vehicular access ways will penetrate the
site at thepoints of thewngs, thelateral vision|lines will be
re-established by theAtlantic Avenue bus termnal and a new of f -
ice building located on Surmer Street.

GPO 921.724
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DESCRIPTION
(Chec*  One)
Excellent H Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [2 Unoltered n  Moved (3 Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The termnal is a5story, s?/rmetrical brick structure. The building

has a domnant curved headhouse, faced with granite, which is flanked by
tan brick wngs along Atlantic Avenue and Sinmer Street; its el bowshape
plan shielded the inmense train shed and track facilities from public
view In elevation, the stationis divided visually in two |ayers,
giving a pronounced horizontal enphasis: the 2 lower floors are faced
wi th rough-hewn Pramte and are separated by a continuous stringcourse
fromthe upper floors, which are unified by snooth nasonr?/ vertical
nenbers in the Gant Qrder. (This bisection corresponds functionally to
the public uses of the lower floors andto the conpany offices above; it
also reflects the double decker track systemw th subvay and suburban
electric systens bel owthe track |evel used for long disStance runs.) A
continuous entablature with a balustraded parapet is interrupted at the
headhouse by an ornate clockpiece, topped by a nonunental eagle, which
continues the vertical orientation of the pedinented portico just bel ow

The headhouse hasfive symmetrically disposed major bays. 1ts
central bay is franed by ful | -height piers and has 3 grand round arch
entrances.” The mddl e arch and acconpanyi ng ﬁl ers project and support
the large portico of paired lonic colunms wth atriangular pedinent,
The lateral parts of this central bay and the next tvo secondary flanking
bays continue the ant Qder col onnade behind which the wndowwall i s
recessed, In contrast to the columms, the pair of tertiary bays in the
headhouse project slightly and are inset wth atriple bank of ~ rectangul ar
wndows. This latter pavillion motif is repeated at the termnation o
the wings which otherw se are long plain blocks. Their fenestration
attern onthe lower level repeats the round arch theneset in the
eadhouse; on the upper tier, full height piers separate vertically-
arranggﬁed rectangul ar - w ndow pai rs. .

termnal conpl ex has undergone consi derabl e change, al t hough

the headhouse externally renains intact., The netal train shed, a
conbi nation of cantilevered arns plus floating mddle truss, along with
the twostory netal covered madway, had to be denolished within
years due to deterioration. At the sanetine, interior alterationswere
nade to the passenger waiting roons and service areas. Asingle story
extention to the Atlantic Avenue wng was denol i shed along with duplicate

sections of the present w ngs, which novtermnate in the lateral pavillions,

The termnal is part of the South Station Uban Renewal Project.
Pans and prior coomtnents require the demolition of the pair of lateral
w ngs leaving the entire headhouse as the prinmary gateway from the
central business district to the newinternmodal transportation center to
be devel oped behind the headhouse. A though surface vehicul ar access
ways will penetrate the site at the points of the present wngs, the
lateral vision lines will bere-established by the Atlantic Ae. bus
termnal and a newoffice building located on Snmer Street.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian ' . 16fh Century . 18th Century n  20th Century
n 15th Century . '7th Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEISI (If Applicable and Known) 1896-1899
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol I | Education . Political r~I - Urban Plonning
n Prehistoric i | Engineering . Religion/Phi. . Other (Specify)
Historic i 1 Industry losophy
I 1 Agriculture | i Invention | | Science
Architecture I 1 Landscape I 1| Sculpture
Art Archi tecture [ | Sociol/Humon-

I 1 Commerce f~1 Literature itorion
I I Communicotions . Military I | Theater

1 1 Conservation n Music [55 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The project for the South Lhion Station began in 189% with the incorpora-
tion of the Boston Termnal Qnpany, v;hich was conposed of the Boston
and Al bany Railroad Gonpany, the New England Railroad Gonpany, the
Boston and Provi dence Railroad Corporation, the Qd Gl ony Railroad

npary and the Nw York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Gnpany,
uniting the lines fromthe south of Boston. The trend tov;ard consoli -
dation gained nonentumwi th the skyrocketing costs of naintainingin-
dividual lines. Follow n% the North Station exanpl e, the newBoston
Termnal  @. denolished the 1880 Nw England Station at Sumer Street
and Atlantic Asenue which had itself replaced the Boston, Hartford
and Erie depot then only nine years ol d.

Ayear of planning proceded the construction of the newtermnal and
roduced several rnportant innovations in station planning and track
ayout. Two najor considerations resultedina F]g%tot_ypl cal "doubl e
decker" track system First, the termnal site size constraints due
to the high land costs; second, public pressure denanded subvay and
electric service at the site for efficiency, econony, and mnina pol -
luti n? effect. The suburban subway and el ectric |ines were underground
on aloop track, while the long distance passenger runs had 28 tracks at
street level. (This Gpl ggyback s?/st emreached i ts acne several years
later at Nw York's Gand Central.) Construction of the termnal took
two years beginni ng:[;. in1897. Dedicated in late Decenter of 189, t he
station opened publicly in January, 1899, andwas the |argest (and
g%u ckly the busi est) passenger station in the country. By 1916, South
ation was handling 16 mlion nore passengers than Gand Central
Station in Nw York.

The train shed was distinguished technol ogically by its wde span, 570
feet intotal. The engineer designer, J. Wrcester, of the Ternnal
adapted the 1891-94 &t. Louis Lhion Station exanple of an in-
verted arch/truss systemw th 5 segnents, by conbining a curved truss
and cantilever amsto create a vast, open shed of only 3 segnents.
Unfortunately, the effect of pollutants within the shed seriously
weakened the structureand forced its demolition in 1930. Nunerous
ot her new nechani cal devices (track swtches, furnaces, trial electric
signal lights) aswell as passenger anenities (restaurants, washroons,
travel services, etc.) were included in the station.
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In additionto its role inthe evolution of station planning, South
Station is also significant for itsarchitecture. It was designed by
Shepl ey, Rutan, and Godi dge and bui |t Norcross Brothers, wo vere
contractors for the mpjority of H H Rchardson's works and were the
owners of nultiplequarries that supplied granite for the architects.
South Station was Boston's first (and only renaining) nonunental public
exanpl e of the Neo-classical Revival style. Athough the firmwas

R chardson’' s successor, the najor inpetus for the station design cones
not from his work but f_rom C B Awood s Termnal Station at the 1893
Verl d' s ol unbi an Exposition in Chicago. Active in Chi cagbo during and
after the Exposition, the Boston firm produced a considerable Neo-
classical and Beaux Arts classical repertoire. South Station, a nore
restrained, sober and quiet design than their earlier classicizing
works, established this trend inlater railway termnals, including
Pennsyl vania Station, NwYork, and Lhion Station, Chicago - nowhoth
denol i shed. Boston had firmy rejected the md-century picturesque
station type: the only remmant was the clockpiece, nolonger set high
on asquare tower, but just above the roofline. Thecl,ock, long a
synool of the railroad 1ndustry's reliance on punctuality and speed, Veas
nanufactured by the Eodward Hward dock Gonpany of Roxbury and, |ater,
Vel tham |t isthe largest and only remaining double, three-legged
escapenent nechani smin NwEngl and.

GPO 921.724
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10 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUOE ANCLOMGI" JDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING T H tLtr"TiR POINT OFA PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE UONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
o - > (o) I -
NE 42 21 07294 71 20.393
SE
5=

APPREXIMATE ACREAGE OFNOMINATED PROPERTY:
{LIST ALLSTATES AND COUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTY BOUNDARIES

CODE COUNTY
COUNTY:
COUNTY:

COUNTY:

n. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME ANDTITLE:

Eli zabeth Amadon, Executive Director, by Boston Landmarks OorrstEsi on

ORGANIZATION

Massachusetts Historical Commis?:ion

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Deacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston Massachusetts i125.
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according tothe c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:

National ~ . State Local .

| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
Nationa 1 Register . ceece o' o

Director, Oltice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation

Name F~'',(C C | u / N>

i zabeth R Amadon

ATTEST:

Title  State Historic Preservation
Officer / cC< <Lchine ™

Keeper of Ttte  National Register

Pate /*r/VINC 3/ I~NIn Date

GPO 931.894
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PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME

COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aaalftdby NPS
South Station Headhouse South Union Terminal

2. LOCATION

« TATE COUNTY TOWN
M assachusetts Suffolk Boston

STREET AND NUMBER

Atlantic Avenue and Summe Street

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCAL.E

1970
U.S.G.S. , Boston South 1:24,000

REOUIMKUSNXSI PROPCRTV BOUMOARIKS, MHKRK REQUIRED, ANDNORTH ARROW,

GPO 932.010
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NWNE - ERDERIY (Boston) South Station Headhouse SIAIE Mass.
The attached National Register Inventory-Nomnation formisbeing returned toybur officefor

clarification of the information indicated below REAE THS THE NOMINATI ON
|S RES BITTED
Description: Pl ease include a description of the entire building, including the

Sunmer St. wing.

RECE'"ED
&30 1A

8 statement of Significance:
MASS. HiST. COJM.

Bi bl i ography:
10 Geographical Data -- Acreage:
UMRef er ence(s):
Verbal Boundary Description;

12 Certification;
Phot ographi ¢ Gover age:

Nyp Qover age:

O her* conversation with Elizabeth Amadon, nomi nate entire building rather
than just the Headhouse. The nane of the property nom nated should be "South

Station." Seeattached letter.

Questions concerning this nomnation nay bedirected to Vdrd Jandi
on the National Register staff, telephone  202/523-5'184.

Thank you for your attentionto the above itens.

Chi ef, Branch of Registration

INT :2t08 - 74

United States Departnent of the Interior National Park Service WEDO No. 8
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)1. NAME
C OMMON:

LAIA SHET

STATE:

Massachusett s

COUNTY:

Suffolk

FOR NPS USE ONUy

ENTRY DATE

South Station Headhouse (use for publication)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

South Lhi on Ter m nal
{2. LOCATION

STREET ANDNUMBER:

\tlantic Avenue and Sunmar Street

CITY OR TOWN:

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Boston 9th
STATE cope COUNTY: copE
Massachusetts 025 Suffolk 025
5. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
District H Building a Public Public Acquisition; (X] Occupied Yes:
Site Structure Privote 1 11In Process 1 1 Unoccupied n Restricted
Obiect Both 1 1 Being Considered 1 1Preservation work + L Unrestricted
in progresj”,. No
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
(1 Agricultural i j Government e  Pok ETron/pC' I 1 Commen>™ A
1 | Commercial I 1 Industrial I | Privote Residence . Oth/r™reclfy)
[ I Educational Military I | Religious X
[~] Entertainment [71 Museum I | Scientific 1
fi*: fyNgR OF PRjOPGRT"
OWNER'S NAME;
Boston Redevelopment Authority
STREET AND NUMBER;
Boston City Hall 3-
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston Massachusetts tt25-
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
Suffolk Gounty Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER;
Penfoert on Syuare
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Boston Massachuset t s

ij!»gjyt.NtAT10N ;N EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Inventory of the Hstoric Assets of the Gonmorveal th of Missachusetts

DATE OF SURVEY: iy/4 Federal State
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER;
40 Beacon Street
CITY OR TOWN; STATE:

Boston

I | County Local

CODE

Massachusettf;

I
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DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
Excellent [XI' Good | | Deteriorated I | Ruins dj Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check OneXx.» ~ | (Check One)

Altered ((31 Unaltered n Moved [3 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il knotl/n) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The termnal is a5story, s?/rmetrical brick structure, The building

hes a domnant curved headhouse, Taced with granite, which is flanked by
tan brick wngs along Atlantic Arenue and Sinmar Street; its el bow shape
plan shielded the inmense train shed and track facilities frompublic
view Inelevation, the station is divided visually in twolayers,
giving a pronounced horizontal enphasis: the 2 lower floors are faced
wi th rough-hewn Pranlte and are separated by a continuous stringcourse
fromthe upper floors, which are unified by snooth nasonr¥ vertical
nenbers in the Gant Qder. [(ThIS bi section corresponds tunctionally to
the public uses of the lower floors andto the conpany offices above; it
also reflects the doubl e decker track systemwith subway and suburban
electric systens belowthe track Ilevel used for long distance runs.) A
continuous entablature with a balustraded parapet is interrupted at the
house by an ornate clockpiece, taopped By a nonunental eagl e, which
continues the vertical orientation of the pedinented portico just bel ow

The headhouse has five symmetrical |y di sposed H%J or bays. I'ts
central bay is framed by full-height piérs and has 3 grand round arch
entrances.  The mddl e arch and acconpanying piers project and support
the large portico of Pal_red lonic colunms wth atriangul ar pedinent.
The lateral parts of this central bay andthe next two secondary flanking
bays continue the G ant Qder col onnade behind which the wndowwall is
recessed. In contrast to the colunms, the pair of tertiary bays in the
headhouse project slightly andare inset wth atr|P|e bank of ~ rectangul ar
wndows. This latter pavillion notif is repeated at the termnation o
the wngs which otherwse are long plain blocks. Their fenestration
attern onthe lower level repeats the round arch thene set in the
eadhouse; on the upper tier, full height piers separate vertically-
arranged rectangul ar - w ndow pairs.

The termnal conplex has undergone consi derabl e change, al t hough
the headhouse externally remains intact. The netal train shed, a .
conbi nation of cantilevered arns plus floating mddlie truss, along with
the twostory netal covered madway, had to be denol i shed within
years dueto deterioration. At the sanetine, interior alterationswere
nade to the passenger waiting roons and service areas. Asingle story
extention to the Atlantic Arenue wng was denol i shed along with duplicate

sections of the present wngs, which novtermnate in the [ateral pavillions.

The term nal is_Part of the South Station Uban Renewal Project.
Mans and prior coomtnents require the denolition of the pair of |ateral
w ngs |eaving the entire headhouse as the prlnar%/ gateway fromthe
central business district to the newinternodal transportation center to
be devel oped behind the headhouse. A though surface vehicul ar access

swill penetrate the site at the points of the present w ngs, the
|ateral vision lines wll bere-established by the Atlantic Ae. bus
termnal and a newofficebuilding located on Sumer Street.
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE *
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P LACES  counTY

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Suffolk
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AMENDED SECTION 7 - DESCRI PTI ON ENTRY NUMBER
(Continuation Sheet)

(Numbar all  entrlet)

The termnal is a 5 story, synunetrical brick structure. The
bui l ding has a dom nant curved headhouse, faced with granite,
whi ch was flanked by tan brick wi ngs along Atlantic Avenue and
Summer Street; its el bowshape plan shielded theimense train
shed and track facilities frompublic view. i nelevation, the
station i s divided visually i ntwo |ayers, giving a pronounced
horizontal enphasis: the?2 lower floors arefaced with rough-
hewn granite and are separated by a continuous stringcourse from
the upper floors, which are unified by snmooth masonry vertical
menbers i ntheG ant Order. (This bisection corresponds function-
ally tothepublic uses of thelower floors andtothe conpany
offices above; it also reflects thedouble decker track system
wi th subway and suburban electric systems below t hetrack Ievel
used for long distance runs.) A continuous entablature with a
bal ustraded parapet i s interrupted at t heheadhouse by an ornate
clockpiece, topped by a nonunental eagle, which continuesthe
vertical orientation of thepedinented portico just bel ow

The headhouse has five symmetrically di sposed major bays.
Its central bayis framed by full-height piers and has 3 grand
round arch entrances. The m ddle arch and acconpanying piers
project and support thelarge portico of paired ionic colums
with a triangular pedinent. The |ateral parts of this central
bhay and t henext two secondary flanking bays continue t he G ant
Order col onnade behind which the windowwall is recessed, in
contrast tothecolums, thepair of tertiary bays i nt hehead-
house project slightly and are inset with atriple bank of rec-
tangular w ndows. This latter pavillionmotif was repeatedat
the termnation of thew ngs which otherwise were long plain
blocks. Their fenestration pattern on thelower |evel repeated
the round arch theme set i ntheheadhouse; on t heupper tier,
full height piers separate vertically-arranged rectangular w n-
dow pairs.

The termnal conplex has undergone considerable change, al -
t hough t he headhouse portion externally remains intact. The
metal train shed, a combination of cantilevered arns plus float-
ing mddle truss, along with thetwo story netal covered m dway,
had t o be demolished within 30 years due todeterioration. At
the same tinme, interior alterations were nmade t ot he passenger
waiting roonms and service areas. A single story extention to
the Atlantic Avenue wi ng was denolished along with thefull At -
lantic Avenue wing and half of the Surmer Street wing (fromthe
termnating pavillion through and including the md-pavillion).

The termnal is part of theSouth Station urban Renewal

GPO (21.724
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Continuation Sheet
(Continuat ) B 1f 197

(Number alt enlrlea)

Project. Plans and prior commtnents require thedemolition of
the remaining Summer Street wings |leaving t heentire headhouse as
the primary gateway fromthecentral business district tothe new
I ntermodal transportation center tobe devel oped behind t hehead-
house. Although surface vehicular access ways will penetrate t he
site at thepoints of the wngs, thelateral vision lines will be
re-established by the Atl antic Avenue bus termnal and a new of f -
ice building located on Summer Street.

GPO 921.724
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD ("Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian . 16«h Century . 18th Century . 20th Century

15th Century . 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATEISI (It Applicable and Known) 1896-1899

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ 1 Education . Politico) I 1 Urban Planning
1 | Prehistoric [ Engineering . Religion/Phi. . Other (Specify)
Historic Industry losophy

|
[
I 1 Agriculture I | Invention Q Science
Architecture I | Londscope I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture rn Socio I/Human-

[ I Commerce | | Literature i tarian
[ 1 Communications . Military I | Theater

1 1 Conservation n  Music fX] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The project for the South Lhion Station began in 1896 wth the incorpora-
g ALbaty Rl 1 oo Conpery, {6 M England. e - pod. Coery: (R

any Railroa any, the and Railroa : e
Bost on and Provi dence Railroad Corporat |gon, the Od @l ony Railroad
Cb_nP_myandthe New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad -
uniting the lines fromthe south of Boston. The trend toward consoli -
dation gained nonentumwi th the skyrocketing costs of maintainingin-
dividual” lines. Follow n% the North Station exanpl e, the newBoston
Termnal . denolished the 1880 Naw England Station at Suner Street
and Atlantic Avenue which had itself replaced the Boston, Hartford
ad Erie depot then only nine years ol d.

Avyear of planning proceded the construction of the newtermnal and
roduced several 1nportant innovations in station planning and track
ayout. Two najor considerations resulted in a prototypical "double
decker" track system First, the termnal site size constraints due
to the high land costs; second, public pressure denanded suoway and
electric service at the site for efficiency, econony, and mnina pol-
luti n? effect. The suburban subvay and el ectric |ines were underground
on aloop track, while the long distance passenger runs had 28 tracks at
street [evel. (This Gplaggyback systemreached its acne several years
later at Nw York's ( Central.) Construction of the termnal took
two years hegi nni n?. in1897. Dedicated in late Decenber of 1898 the
station ORened publicly inJanuary, 1899, andwas the |argest (and
gjl ckly the busiest) passenger station in the country. By 1916, South
ation was handling 16 m|[ion nore passengers than Gand Central
Station in Nw York.

The train shed was distinguished technol ogically by its wde span, 570
feet intotal. The engineer designer, J. \Mrcester, of the Termnal

adapted the 1891-94 St. Louis Lhion Settion exanpl e of an in-
verted arch/truss systemwith 5 segnents, by conbining a curved truss
and cantilever arns to create a vast, open shed of only 3 segnents.
Wnfortunately, the effect of pollutants within the shed seriously
weakened the structureand forced its denolition in 1930. Ninerous
other new nechani cal devices (track switches, furnaces, trial electric
signal lights) aswell as passenger anenities (restaurants, washroons,
travel services, etc.) were included inthe station.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUPE AND LOMGI-' JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO°FRTY DEFINING THti LtrATALR POINT OF A PrtOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES MO O
CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds pegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NwW o . . o » ft
NE .
42 2 07294 71 O: 20.393
SE
Sw

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTV BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY m
m
COUNTY: | Z

n. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Elizabeth Amadon, Executive Director, by Boston Landiriarlte-Conmisiiion

ORGANIZATI ON

Massachusetts Historical Commission Ortohpr. 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Deacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston Massachusetts QM
112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
«"valuated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic  Preservation

National State Local .
Name , ATTEST:
Elizabeth R Amadon
Title State H storic Preservation
G f rcer Acl\LLLIAJAJcoN\ Keeper of Tele National Rester
1
Date Date 2_1 i )Z ?S
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Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE NWO_LJS:—I_I—S
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  COuNTY
INVENTORY * NOMINATION FORM SURFOLK

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Continuation Sheet
( ) 1alon

(umbad eies) g. SignificancB (Qnt' (J)

In ad(Jition toits role inthe evolution of station planning, South
Station is also significant for its architecture. It was designed by
Shepl ey, Rutan, and odi dge and bui |l t Norcross Brothers, wo were
contractors foy*the majorrty of H H Rchardson's works and were t he
owners of multiplequarries that supplied granite for the architects.
South Station was Boston's first (and onI?/ renai ni ng) nonunental public
exanpl e of the Neo-classical Revival style. Athough the firmwas

R chardson's successor, the major inpe.tus for the station design cones
not from his work but from C B AMWd's Termnal Station at the 1893
Vérid s ol unian Exposition in Chicago. Active in Chi cagl)o during and
after the Exposition, the Boston firm produced a considerable Neo-
classical and Beaux Arts classical repertoire. South Station, a nore
restrained, sober and quiet design than their earlier classicizing
works, established this trend inlater railway termnals, including
Pennsyl vania Station, NawYork, and Lhion Station, Chicago - nowhboth
denol i shed. Boston had firmy rejected the md-century picturesque
station type: the only remmant was the cl ockpiece, nolonger set high
on asquare tower, but just above the roofline. clock, longa
synbol of the railroad industry's reliance on punctuality and speed, was
nanuf actured by the Eoward Howard dock Conpeny of Roxbury and, |ater,
Vdltham 1tisthe largest andonly remaining double, three-legged
escapenent nechani smin NwEngl and.

RECeVEH
JAN281975

V NATIONAL

REGISTER

GPO 921.724



South Station Headhouse 2nd control sheet
Property
Sate Miss. Verking Nuntber 11. 7. 74. 1959
TECHNICAL CONTROL
Phntns3 + 2 return photos Cw
Mas 7 olr /30/?y
HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

Qur contention that the sole remaining wing is an integral part of the building, both

architecturally and historically, is still valid. As with most large buildings, individual
conmponents have little architectural on their ow, thus the SBHOs observation that the
wing has little architectural merit initself Iis true. At the same time, i tis the com

: : . S ; o

B2t R e2Li L 8BLE af MBS O ¢ GOMRONER St tBRbat Yl MR WY i mpor AR ACHESL BGI ST
than the desire to give the building symretry. (Infact, the original station, withits
wings intact, was never exactly symmetrical with one wing 9 bays long, the other 11.) The
SO ischarged with nomnating entire cultural resources, not fragments, btt inthis case

| don't think there's any nore we can do. Qur suggestions and thinking have been expressed
bv letter, which the State has chosen tn ignnrp.. A Mpry rplnnt-gni- AiriRPT.  HJTan™ Ain/?-2
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 19M) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

\. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC ~ CODE  (A**Itn»d br NPS
. . . i 13 196
South Station Headhouse South Union Terminal
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
M assachusetts Suffolk Boston
STREET AND NUMBER
Atlantic Avenue and Summea Street
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE
1970
U.S.G.S. , Boston South 1:24,000
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(juir 196a) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

\. NAME

COMMON ANO/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (A fe>»d by NP9
South Station Headhouse South Union Terminal

2. LOCATION

STATE COUNTY TOWN
M assachusetts Suffolk Boston

STREET ANDNUMBER
Atlantic Avenue and Summer Street

3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE DATE SCALE

sketch mgp - Boston June 1, 1965

Redevelopment Authority
REOUIREMSNTSt PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. ANDNORTH ARROW.

GPO 932.010
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Ferm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 19Mm) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

, PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

I. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (A**Itn»d by NP
South Station Headhouse South Union Terminal PP 18 1B5
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
M assachusetts Suffolk Boston

STREET AND NUMBER

Atlantic Avenue®and'Summer Street

3. MAPREFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE

Boston Redevelopment October, 1974 /' ATTJATA 1"=40'

>ROPERTY BOUMOARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND I

REBVED
JANZ281975 /

NATIONAL
REGISTER

GPO 932.010
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Oct ober 31, 1974

National Register of Historic Places | MMEDI ATE ATTENTI ON
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear Charles:

Encl osed i sa National Register subm ssion for thefollowing property:
Boston, South Station Headhouse, Suffolk County.

South Station has been declared eligible for subm ssion by t he Massachusetts
Historical Conmission, theState Review Board, and has been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer designee, Elizabeth R Amadon.

Pl ease note that we need your imediate attention on this subm ssion,

as t heBoston, Redevel opment Authority i sapplying for Federal funds under
the Amrak Bill of 1974, and South Station nust be on t he Nati onal
Register toqualify. Ve would appreciate your processingthis nom nation
promptly. Please let us knowif any other information i s needed.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth R Amadon
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

ERAr ch
End.
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BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY City Hall / 1 City Hall Square / Boston, Massachusetts 02201 / Telephone (617) 722-4300

Novenber 22, 1974

M. Ward Jandl
Architectural Historian
National Register
Nat i onal Park Service
Department of the interior
18th & C Street NV
Washington, DC 20240

Dear War d:

As | nmentioned on the telephone this week, | am forwarding
you two maps of theexisting South Station structure. The
first (1st floor plan. South Station, Boston Division of
NY.,, NH &HH RR @, 1960) illustrates the floor lay-
out i n 1960 and as the building exists today, that is,the
portion marked i nred. The second nap (Delivery Parcel Plan,
Parcel -ClA BRA 1973) indicates the existing building
(hatched lines) and the parcel v*ich has been conveyed to
the Stone & Webster Corporation under a contract entered in-
to by the Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent, the
B RA, and t he devel oper.

It woul d perhaps help toclarify the application i n the
following ways. The photograph was taken i n 1971 prior to
the demolition of thew ng portions (area marked i nblue on
nap #1). Also, please keep i nmnd that the application nap
shows only the boundary of the proposed area and not t he
structure as it exists. Amendnments to the Section 7 - Des-
cription would clarify thebuilding configuration.

The rationale for inclusion of the Headhouse on t he Nati onal

Register 1 smultiple. |t meets thecriteria for inclusion as
a building of local significance as the application formhas
already indicated. Its inclusionwill permt the station com

plex tobe eligible for mgjor funding through the Antrak Bill
of 1974 and only thereby will permt preservation of the Head-
house.

Boston Redevelopment Authority Is an Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer



Vrd Jandl
11/ 22/ 74
Page 2

The boundary for t heRegister application was reached i n the
following manner. The South Station Urban Renewal Pl an of
1965 called for demolition of theentire termnal; theissue
of preservationwas elimnated at anearly stage due t o costs.
Denolition of the Atlantic Avenue wing and thelattermost half
of the Sunmer Street w ng proceeded as planned. Construction
of the Stone and Webster Buil di ng began and commttnent t o
demolish therest of theSunmer Street wing for a |andscaped
area next totheStone and Wbster Buil ding was then nmade.

This fall, inorder toconply with thenewAntrak Act require-
ments, thestation design was nodified toretain the Head-
house without itswng, sotheearlier contract withthe

devel oper could be net. At thesane time, theaestheticcon-
figviration of t henew conpl ex was considered. The retention
of t heHeadhouse would maintain theoriginal station's nonu-
nmental symmetry and woul d assume new enphasis as the najor
entry tothetermnal. The remainder of the wing was seen as
a secondary elenent (brick, not granite, i ntheupper floors,
asymmetrical, and nowragged due tothelack of any term na-
ting projectionor pavillion that formerly existed). For
these reasons, it was the opinion of the planning and design
staffs of this agency plus itsconsultants tonomnate only
the Headhouse t ot he Register.

| hope this amplifiesanddetails thethinkingbehind this
project.

Sincerely,

Judi t h McDonough

Preservation Planner

Attachnment s

CC.  Philip Zeigler, Director of Planning
El i zabet h Amadon, Massachusetts Historical Comm sSion



A Boston Redevelopment Authority ?cityHLI souee

Boston, Massachusetts 02201
Robert T. Kenney / Director NN > A ATATCIIA Telephone (617) 722-4300

DEC 21974

Keepr of Lo Nty onal R

r of the Nationa IS
l\htPgnaI Park Service 1
18th & CStreet NW

Vdshi ngton, DC 20240 \

Dear M. Mirtagh:

It has cone to ny attention that the nomnation of the South Station
Headhouse i n Boston to the National Register has not been accepted as
roposed. Briefly ny office has |earned of your staff's eval uation that
he entire renaini n%_portlon of the existing termnal conposed of the

Headhouse and a portion of onew ng shoul d |isted instead of the
Headhouse al one. | amver)(] concerned about the nature of the Register
listing because of the rather unique situation which the Boston Redevel opnent

Authorrty finds itself in. As youknow Boston's South Stationis one
of the prine sites being considered for funding through the recent _
Antirak Act of 1974 whic Prow des assistance in converting existing rail
termnals to inter-nodal transportation centers. Listing on the National
Register is arequirenent foreligibility under the program Thus, | am
nost anxi ous in theo_r%_ to nomnate South Stationto the Register because
of the excmn? possibilities of achieving a long standi ng devel opnent
goal of the city at the sane tine that we preserve a structure of |ocal
architectural significance.

However, | amfrankly concerned about including in the Register a building
which ve have a binding legal coirmtrent to denolish inpart. The South
Station Uban Reneval Han of 1965 called for denolition of the entire
structure, andportions of the station have already been denol i shed.

The remaining wng portion of the termnal on Snmar Street sits onland
whi ch has al ready been conveyed to the Sone & Vébster Gonpeny pursuant
to a Land DsPosmon reenent execut ed Sone &Whster andthe
Bost on Redevel opnent Authority and confirmed by the Departnent of Housing
and Uban Devel opnent. By agreenent, the BA continues to ow and will
use the wng for rail facilities through 1975 After that time the BA
Is legally coomtted to demolishing the wng and will suffer a substantial
ecuni ary penalt?/ | f the_wn? I's not denmolished. Failureto denolish

the wng woul d al so deprive the Sone &Vebster of full use of
its property inviolation of the Land Disposition Agreenent.

Thus, | amsure you can understand our extrene rel uctance to includein
the Register nomnation nore of the remaining structure than ve can in
fact retain. Bven though the Reneval Pan pre-exists the submssion the
property to the Register, and HJDPollcy woul d indicate that a Section
106 Reviewwoul d not be required, the spectre of such a Review generated
at sone other point inthe devel opnent process i s very disturbing.



The submssion of just the Headhouse i s justified on aesthetic considerations.
Because of the previous loss of the balancing Atlantic Avenue wng, the
inpression of nonunental symmetry inherent inthe original termna is
probabl y best achieved by the retention of the Headhouse alone. | am
attaching recent photographs and a nap to indicate futher the relationship
of thewng to the original building, the Headhouse and the new Sone &

Vebster  devel opnent .

| urge that your office reconsider its evaluation due to the circunstances
and woul d appreciate an opportunity to discuss this nmatter further wth
you at your earliest convenience.

Robert T. Kenney
D rector

Atachnents



United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO: R ? A_]974
H34- PR

Ms. Elizabeth R Anadon

Executive Director, Massachusetts DEC 30 194
Hi storical Conm ssion
40 Beacon Street MASS. HIST. COMVI.

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
Dexr Betty:

After careful consideration and pursuant to our conversation
Decenber 20, 1974, we are returning the nomnation for the South
Station "Headhouse" in Boston as we feel that the entire building
rather than just the central portion should be considered for
nomnation to the National Register,

By accepting the nomnation for just the "Headhouse," the National
Register would, infact, be acknow edging that only part of the
station is eligible for listing in the National Register and is
worthy of preservation. The sole remaining wing, while itself
truncated, nevertheless is an integral part of the building both
architecturally and historically.

Since South Stationis being considered for funding through the
recent Amtrak Act of 1974, the Boston Redevel opnent Aut hority
should recognize that i tis the responsibility of al | Federa
agencies and specifically inthis case, the Department of Trans-
portation to refer any questionable actions to the Secretary

of the Interior for an opinion concerning the property's eligibility
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. | f
South Stationwere listed on the National Register, according

to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966,
no Federal undertaking or expenditure of funds could be nade unti
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation had been allowed

a reasonable opportunity to comment upon the effect of such an
undertaking or expenditure. The demolition of the Summer Street
wing, whether specifically listed on the Register or not, would
constitute an effect upon the South Station "Headhouse" and woul d
have to be reviewed by the Advisory Council in any case.

.CONSERVE
"AMERICA'S
ENERGY

Save Energy and You Serve America}



The Federal Representative of theDepartment of Transportation,

M. Robert Crecco, has already expressed totheNational Registerhis
concern for thestatus of theentire resource and i sfully cognizant
of hi sagency's responsihilities under the 1966 act and Executive
Order 11593, which gives responsibilites toall Federal agencies
regarding historic structures on or potentially eligible forthe
National Register.

Ve recommend that thenomnation be reviewed once nore i nthe |ight
of our comrents and | ook forward totheopportunitytogive this
worthy structure further consideration.

[f you have any question concerning this nom nation, do not hesitate
to | et us know.

Sincerely yours,

o THLK,

Keeper of theNational Registe

Encl osur es






Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
PAUL OUZZI 40 Beacon Street, Boston, HA 02108

January 17, 1975

Dr. WIliam Mrtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Dr. Mirtagh:

Qclosed i sthe National Register nomnation formfor the South
Station "Headhouse, which you retumed to this office on Decerpber
24, 1974, suggesting subm ssion of the entire remaining building.
After reconsideration of the nom nation, the State Review Board

(the Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion) voted to resubmt the
Headhouse nom nation formfor inclusion i nthe National Register

as the formwas originally submttedtoyou (i.e., without inclusion
of the remainingwng).

The reasons for nom nating only the Headhouse are as follows:

- The symmetry of the building's original 19th century design will

be recapturedwhen the remaining wing i s denolished. The wing has
[ittle architectural merit initself; because the wing on the other
side has al ready been torn down, the remaining wing actually detracts
fromthe aesthetic inpact of the Headhouse.

- The remaining wing i s situated on land which has al ready been
conveyed to the Stone and Webster (. pursuant to a Land Disposition
Agreenent executed by Stone and VWebster and the BRA and nust be
torn down by 1976 i n accordance with the ternms of the agreement.
Present plans call for a landscaped garden to be planted i nthe area
now occupied by the wing;, the contiguous open area will be an asset
to the Headhouse.

- The Headhouse acts as an inportant anchor for Dewey Square and

the surrounding area. The inposing facade and triple arched entrance
are a visual focal point and outstandinglandmark i n Boston. | f

the wing i s not denolished according to schedule, the BRA will incure
financial responsibilities which nay nake it untenable to retain

all or any part of the structure, thus placing the Headhouse i n

j eopar dy.



January 17, 1975
Dr. Mirtagh
page 2

Encl osed are two photographs which will denmonstrate the actual
demolition lines t obe followed. (See purple arrows.) Please retum
these photos t othe Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion.

W are fully aware that i f any Federal action resulting from
expenditure of Federal funds (i.e. under the Antrak Act) has an
effect onthe structure, Section 106 reviewwi || be necessary,
regardl ess of whether the entire structure or just the Headhouse
is accepted forlisting i nthe National Register. This action
woul d include demolition of the wing. V& would thus have an
opportunity to comment on new contiguous construction.

Your concem over listing aportion of a building i svery under-
standabl e but ve hope youunderstand our position. V& want t o save
the Headhouse, the nost inportant architectural elenment of South
Station, andare vitally interested i nseeingit used as a trans-

portation facility. V& strongly urge the acceptance of the Headhouse
In the National Register without the Sunmer Street wing. The Head-
house, being fully utilized as a multi-use transportation facility,

and set of f by a | andscaped garden, i s nmore inportant to preservation
than an entirely new building or an enpty |ot.

If you have any questions on the nom nation of the South Station
Headhouse pl ease do not hesitate t ocontact us.

Sincerely yours,

Elizabeth R Amradon
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

BRA cb
End.
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Bogon Sundey Globe  Deoambe 15, 1974

The curved South Station tTltranre & DIM
demoalition seans now destined 1o be pres=i LQ

mark. Des

it is the only remaining

b ,RutmadCodl a the turn of the centu
j Shepley dge

jiu d fur

public example o the neodassica

\i\*|, according to architeetnra hutorians. The sculptured eedle (inset) is

a, anIuIecturaI land- eight fest high, eight feet wide and weighs eight tons. The face of the dial

the dodk is U feet in diameter. 1t wes masnfactored hy the £dwaid

"Y' Howad Qock o (Gloke photo'y Jack Connally)

South Station eagle may retain his perch

The eight-foot-hi
Jed ontgp of the gout Stenon

naitrance a )ewez sza"rﬁ
destined to retain hjs perch despi

the immiDent rebuilding of tr‘e
South Station into a major trans-
portation-comraercid center.

The city, the owners of South
Station and the Boston Redevdop-
ment Authority are moving to
Nace thefexh~L* . AN AJAA,

LOTSAND BLOCKSANTHONY J. YUDIS

chance of gemn? the funds, snce
its plans medt ail the gtiidelines st
forth for eligibility.

Ore of the qudifications for
fundingis that an exigting railroad
terminal mugt be listed on the Na-
tional Kegiger of flistotic Places
Another rggjtfemea’ji .feiteHL

1916 the terminal wes handling 16
million more pessagas
Grark1d Centrd Station in New
York.

It wes ded Shepl
Butan and Oodldge,th%y&m?/s

to architect R R. Richardson. It

for ticket, beggege and waiting
rooms. Direct aooesswould be pro-
vided from the tumpike and South-
et Expressway.

— A paking garage for 330
goeoes with provisons for expan+
gon later.

— A seooncHevd  concourse to
provide pedestrian flow between
various trangportation dements
and ttjconnect to Mreet levels from



' trance tnrougn wnicn muiions ot
s passed for three-quar-

ters of a century — on the National
Register of Historic Places main-
tained by the Secretary of Interior,

It has been assumed for the last
ten years that the whole South Sta-
tion area would be revamped, but
an amendment this year to the
Federal Department of Transporta-
tion Act has moved the BRA to
save the portion facing Dewey
Square, which is referred to as the
South Station "headhouse.”

This is the curved part of the
terminal building, somefive stories
high, faced with granite and
stretching along a small piece of
Atlantic avenue and Summer
street. It has three grand arched
entrances. -On top of the entrance
ways are a series of paired lonic
columns.

What finally prompted the re-
newal agency to file for historic
designation status is the promise of
some milUons of Federal dollars
needed to make the transportation
complex of the future work.

The DOT amendment allows the'

Secretary of Transportation to pro-'
vide financial, technical and advi-
sory help for feasibility demonstra-
tion projects whose aims would be
to convert existing railroad passen-
ger terminals into multi-transpor-
tation centers.

The BRA will file an application
for some $4 million under this
program and BRA Director Robert

Kenney feels the city has a good

cnitecturai mKgin®-~r'Vf«rramam»
passenger terminal has to be pre-
served and that so verified by con-
sultants recommended by the
chairman of tho National Endow-
ment of the Arts and the National
Advisory Council on Historic Pres-
ervation.

The headhouse aready has been
approved tor historic status by the
Mass. Historical Commission.

The South Station renewal plan
aso had to i"e changed by the BRA
renewal board since the initial plan
mentioned total clearance only, no
rehabilitation of South Station.

In an application to the US
Dept. of Interior's National Pa'lc
Service, prepared by Elizabeth Am-
adon, survey director for the Bos
ton Landmarks Commission, it's
noted that while over the years the
terminal complex has undtrgonc
considerable change, the headhouse
externally remains as il was.

A pair of lateral wings had been
demolished for other commitments,
including the new Stone & Webster
building project, "leaving the en-
tire headhouse as the primary gate-
way from the central business dis-
trict to the new intermodal trans-
portation center to be developed
b~ind the headhouse” notes the
application.

The South Station project was
begun in 18% and was dedicated in
opening to the public tn Janu-

ary, 1899, as the largest and busiest
station in the country,

according = to the application. By, gers and 25000 square feet of space,

ity of Richardson's designs and
who were owners of many quarries
from which granite was supplied to
architects.

According to historians, South
Station was the city's first — and
only remaining monumental
public example of the Neoclassical
Revival style.

Although the firm was Richard-
son's successor, noted the histori-
ans, "the major impetus for the sta-
tion design comes not from his
work, but from C. B. Atwood's Ter-
minal Station at the 1893 World's
Columbian Exposition in Chicago.”

And, if all goeswell, behind the
preserved headhouse will be a 24-
acre area transformed into;

— Improved rail service with
eight new tracks and wider and
longer platforms to serve commut-
er, intercity and high-speed rail re-
quirements.

— A new terminal area of 85,000
square feet consolidating ticketing,
baggage and waiting room facili-
ties.

— A street-level bus terminal
with 50 bays for commuter buses to
be integrated with other activities
in the terminal.

— An intercity bus terminal
where major intercity bus lines
will be located in ajoint terminal
with adequate off-street docking
for loading and unloading passen-

— A movingsidewalk system of
IBCO feet long to convey people the
length of the concourse and across
the adjacent street system to the
central businessdistrict area

— Direct access ramps from the
garage and bus terminals to the
Southeast Expressway and Mass.
Turnpike.

— Modernization of the existing
South.Station subway system and
linking of it to the new terminal
with an underground passenger
connector.

— Future potential develop-
ments that would include an office,
hotel or sports arena, either adja-
cent to the terminal or as air rights
developments.

The master plan was laid out
The Architects Collaborative of
Cambridgef
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