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"Hopsewee" was the birthplace and boyhood home of Thomas Lynch, Jr., 
a Signer of the Declaration of Independence for South Carolina, planter, 
soldier, and politician, from 1749 to 1763. It is the only extant house 
closely related with Thomas Lynch,, Jr.

Brief Sketch of the Life of Thomas Lynch, Jr., 1749-1779

Thomas Lynch, Jr., was born in Prince Georges Parish, "Winyaw (now 
Georgetown County), South Carolina, on August 5, 1749, the only son of a 
wealthy rice planter.. He attended the Indigo Society School in Georgetowr 
South Carolina; from 1764 to 1772 he was at Eton, Cambridge, in England, 
and then studying law at the Middle Temple, London. He returned to South 
Carolina in 1772 and having acquired a distaste for law, his father 
permitted him to abandon this profession and become a planter. Toward 
this end his father presented him with the Peach Tree Plantation in 
St. James Parish on the North Santee, Charleston County, South Carolina. 
In May 1772 Thomas Lynch, Jr., married Elizabeth Shubrick.

Thomas Lynch, Jr., entered public life in 1774. He was a member of ?.- 
the first and second provincial congress (1774-1776), of the constitutiona 
committee for South Carolina (1776), and of the first state General 
Assembly (1776). In June 1775 he was appointed a captain in the First 
South Carolina Regiment and in July he went into North Carolina to recruit 
his company. On this trip he contracted bilious fever which made him a 
partial invalid for the remainder of his life.

On March 23, 1776, the South Carolina General Assembly appointed 
Thomas Lynch, Jr., as sixth delegate to the Second Continental Congress, 
so that he might care for his father, also a delegate, who had suffered 
a stroke and was in very poor health. The son's health was too feeble to 
permit continued activity in public life, but Thomas Lynch, Jr., was 
present and voted when the Declaration of Independence was adopted and 
shortly afterward signed the document. He did not remain long in Congress 
however, for his health began to decline with alarming rapidity. Father 
and son began the journey homeward by easy stages, but his father, 
Thomas Lynch, Sr., died at Annapolis, Maryland, in December 1776 and was 
buried in St. Ann's churchyard. The son reached South Carolina but failed

(continued)
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8. Significance: (1) Hopsewee, (Thomas Lynch, Jr. Birthplace)

to regain his health. Late in 1779 he and his wife sailed for the West 
Indies in the hope of improving his health. The ship and all on board, 
were lost at sea in 1779.

History of the House

Built by Thomas Lynch, Sr., in the 1740's, Thomas Lynch, Jr., was born 
in the plantation house on August 5, 1749. His father sold the farmhouse 
about 1763, when his son was 13 years old. "Hopsewee 11 had fallen into 
decay and the garden wac much overgrown wiLh weeds and bushes when the 
present owner purchased the property around 1948.
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