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Sherman Tavern is located off Kentucky Highway 25, the old road connecting 
Williamstown with Cincinnati, in rural Grant County. The house sits on a slight 
rise, well back from the road almost hidden from view by the numerous trees and 
shrubs dotting the property.

The story-and-a-half tavern is based on a T-plan, of frame construction, possibly 
log underneath. The facade, seven bays in width, is distinguished by a 
recessed porch supported by four chamfered posts, and a gabled roof. The Greek 
Revival entrance contains an eight-pane transom and four-pane sidelights, with 
double doors having four horizontal panels in the upper section over two 
vertical panels.

The north and south ends are identical, having a brick chimney flush with the 
wall with two small windows at the second level.

The ell extends from the central section of the house with a recessed gallery 
on the north side supported by chamfered posts. Also on the gallery side are two 
dormers near the north end of the ell, allowing natural light into the second 
story.

The floor plan of the front block is simply laid out, with two rooms at either 
end of equal size, and a large center room. The woodwork appears to be late 
Federal, unadorned and almost totally intact including mantels, and chair-rail. 
The front rooms have doors opening into the center room as well as the porch. 
There are four rooms in the ell, all with doors opening onto the side porch. 
Within 10 feet of the side of the tavern is a well house. It has been said that 
there were once ten slave cabins on the property. None, however, are extant.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sherman Tavern, located near the vicinity of Sherman in northeastern Kentucky, 
remains as a good example of the popular version of a three-part Greek Revival 
composition featuring a recessed pedimented porch. The structure has historical 
interest in being one of the mid-19th century taverns on the Lexington-Covington 
Road, one of the first macadamized roads in Kentucky.

The one-and-one-half story frame building was constructed by Lewis Myers, an early 
settler of Grant County, between 1820-1840. ^ Myers operated a tavern on the only 
direct route from Lexington north to Covingtori. Ample pens and water were available 
for stock, and there were several cabins for slaves.

In 1850 the tavern was purchased by Lewis Cason.^ Cason and his descendants 
continued to operate the tavern until 1900.3 The tavern prospered until the rail 
road came through a few years after the Civil War. Chap Cason continued to operate 
the tavern until the turn of the century. After 1900 the frame structure served 
as a dwelling place on the Cason farm, who retained ownership until 1970.

Sbterman Tavern is one of two documented inns remaining today in Grant County. Both taverns 
were situated on the old Lexington to Covington Road, the transportation route connecting the 
Bluegrass to Northern Kentucky and Cincinnati until the completion of the railroad in the 1870 f s,

^Grant County Tax Assessment Record for 1822; Willard R. Jillson, Old 
Kentucky Entries and Deeds, p. 365.

2Federal Census of Kentucky for 1850, p. 343; Grant County Tax Assessment 
Record for 1851, p.6.

o
JGrant County Sesqui-Centennial Souvenior Program, p. 46,
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The nominated acreage includes the tavern and three outbuildings. The 
barn, situated to the southwest of the main house (see U.S.G.S. map, 
between points C and D), is the oldest of the three outbuildings, and 
was constructed at the same time as the tavern. It was directly 
associated with the tavern, being used as a stock barn by the drovers 
who stopped there enroute to Cincinnati. It is in a deteriorated 
condition, and serves no function today. Located directly north 
in close proximity is another barn, built about 1939, which was part 
of the Cason farm after the close of the tavern. Approximately 150 
feet to the north is the third outbuilding, another barn, which was 
constructed fifty years ago. This barn was also a part of the Cason 
farm after the tavern closed.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at point A on the west side of U. S. Highway 25 proceeding 725 ft.
west to point B; thence 330 ft. south to point C; thence 760 ft. east to point
D; thence 340 ft. north along the west side of U. S. Highway 25 to point A.


