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Summer Trees is a one-and-one-half-story Greek Revival cottage, five bays across 
and two bays deep, which is constructed on a four-room center-hall plan. Rear ells, 
added in 1935 when major restoration work was undertaken, expand the plan to a U- 
shape. A projecting gallery with six Ionic columns spans the central portion of 
the front (north) elevation. The original rounded bases of the columns deteriorated 
and have been replaced by squared ones of concrete. The rear gallery, which now spans 
the central part of the rear elevation and the side elevation of the west ell, origi­ 
nally extended the full length of the house. The building rests on a brick foundation 
which was covered ca. 1935 with concrete scored to resemble ashlar masonry. Original 
iron grates, recessed in oval openings, have been maintained in the foundation wall 
to provide ventilation. Exterior walls are brick laid in common bond, and the in­ 
terior hall walls are brick (now covered with plaster) as well. Pairs of interior 
end chimneys rise above the gable roof. ,

All exterior detailing is executed in the Greek Revival style. The Ionic columns 
of the gallery are fluted and support a full entablature with denticulated cornice. 
The central entrance utilizes a double surround, which creates a more monumental three- 
dimensional effect. The surround consists of a trabeated inner section which is re­ 
cessed from the wall plane and incorporates pilasters, transom and side lights, and 
an outer section which projects from the wall plane and frames the recessed portion. 
The projecting section consists of wide pilasters which support a heavy but simple 
entablature. This layering device is maintained in the window heads, which are com­ 
posed of a peaked lintel applied to a stepped lintel. An original gable window on 
the west elevation was replaced by a door when tornado damage was repaired in the 1930s 
A stairway, formerly leading to the door, is no longer in place, although its outline 
is still visible.

The interior is more spacious than the one-story facade would indicate. Rooms 
are large, the hall measuring sixteen feet by twenty-four feet and the other rooms 
approximately twenty feet by twenty-two feet. Ceiling heights are sixteen feet with 
eleven-and-one-half-foot high doors. Moldings are original and,.typically Greek Re­ 
vival, the doors, windows, and mantelpieces displaying shouldered architraves. Ornate 
cornice moldings of plaster feature an enriched talon motif and were restored in the 
1930s by a Mr. Hampton, an English craftsman located in Memphis. He also executed 
the Art Deco style ceiling medallion which adorns the hall. Although not original, 
its use of floral enrichment blends with original medallions in the parlor and dining 
room . Other notable features are the long front windows containing six-over-nine 
sash which raise into the wall to form door-like openings; eight-panel doors with 
original non-pin hinges; and large sliding doors which divide the parlor from the 
dining room.

Also located on the property is a brick guest cottage constructed in 1935 and 
several frame outbuildings probably constructed shortly thereafter.
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"Formal elegance on a small scale" best characterizes Summer Trees, an out­ 
standing example of the application of Greek Revival details to a vernacular cottage 
form. Reflecting a former period of prosperity in the history of Red Banks, the 
house is also significant for its use of distinctly Southern climatic design features.

Although various dates have been attributed to the house, deed records show that 
Washington S. Taylor purchased the property in 1851 (Land Deed Book R:215). The 
son of Sanders Washington Taylor, early settler and farmer, Washington S. Taylor had 
amassed substantial wealth before the Civil War (Population Schedules, Marshall County, 
1860) . By the 1880s, however, records indicate that Taylor was forced to sell his 
land to settle debts (Trust Deed Book 44:587). After changing hands several times 
and undergoing a period of neglect between 1900 and 1935, Summer Trees was purchased 
in 1935 by Mr. and Mrs. Neely Grant (Land Deed Book 19:499), who restored it. The 
house is presently owned by Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Cowles, Jr., who purchased it in 1969 
(Land Deed Book 122:365).

Architecturally, Summer Trees maintains a high degree of integrity. With the 
exception of replaced column bases and the door into the west gable, the exterior of the 
main block is original, as is most of the elaborate Greek Revival interior. Consistent 
with Southern building tradition, the house is oriented toward the north to block the 
east-west sun, and front windows are long and raise into a wallspace above the casing. 
This window device provides maximum ventilation and easier access to the gallety, 
another regional characteristic. Local history maintains that bricks for the dwelling 
were made on the property by slaves, and?   in fact» the. kiln io locatie-d Lie.air the rear

l Th h Thi~h Ti M" I ill lli
remains of the original Washington S. Taylor homestead.
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#10 Verbal Boundary Description (cont'd)

Beginning at a point on the East line of Section 31, Township 2 South, Range 3 West, 
26.71 chains South of the Northeast corner of said section and running thence East 
along the South boundary of the public road 2.89 chains; thence South 5 degrees West 
21.65 chains; thence North 85 degrees West 15.24 chains; thence North 5 degrees East 
20.32 chains to the South line of a right-of-way of public road; thence in an Easterly 
direction along said right-of-way line 12.40 chains to the point of beginning; con­ 
taining 31.2 acres, more or less, and being in the East Half of Section 31, and the 
West Half of Section 32.
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