FORM A - AREA SURVEY Form numbers inthis area Area no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 152-S-1I
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town W or cester

Clark University -
Name o area (if any) National Register

District
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form 3, General date or period 1887-1910
Photo aumber
4, Is area uniform (explain):

in style? no (mixed Victorian)

in condition? yes (excellent)

in type of ownership? yes (Clark Universit

Rolls 12 & 15 in use? (Clark University)

5. Map. Use gpace below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

Assessors'Book 6, page 3, Lot 1 N !

327,167 sq.ft. (607,631}. sq.ft. in Tax exempt book)

W, & M. Seaman
ed, B.R. Pfeiffer

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by

USGS Quadrant o )
Organization Heritage Pres.

MHC Photo no. Date February 1976
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7. Historical data. Explainthe historical/architectural importance of this area. n

Description; The area Included i nthis nomnation has been selected
to include theUniversity'spre-Wrld. Vér | buildings, Bart icularly those
donated by Jonas Cl ark, the school's fovinder andthose built duringthe
tenure of' G Stajiley Hall, theuniversity's first president. Boundaries
have al so been selected toinclude | andscaped portions of the original
canpus which form a central plaza i nfront of Clark Hall, Land included
in thenomnation covers a[)proxmately 269, 000 square feet which i s a
portion of Lot 1 of Worcester Assessors' Book 8, page 3; for a detailed
%an of the nom nated area see nmap 152, whi ch has been submtted withthe

rcester Multiple-Resotirce National Register Nomnation, Buildings which
stand i nthe Clark UniversityNational Register District are:

1, Clark Hall, built 1887 (Stephen Earle, architect), Clark Hall i s
a foxir-storey brick building of synraetrical plan {Ilk* ~ 20i|].") with a
five-storey central pavilion andclock tower. The structure rests ona.
first storey of rock-faced granitelaid i na broken course. tU|0Per stories
els

are largely undecorated except for granitebelt courses, [in sills
and arched window heads (third andfrfth stories). Extending aroundthe
buil ding above it scornice i saniron cresting. [ n1924 theoriginal upper
part of the clock tower collapsed; thestructure was rebuilt i nthe nanner
of theoriginal, but toaslightly lower height. At thetime of the re-
building agranitearch andfanlight were renoved from above the three

wi ndows at the tower's base.

Nearly astylistic andunlike other |ocal universitE bui I dings of its
ﬂeuod, Clark Hall was nom nal |y designed by Stephen Earle of \Wrcester;
owever, Earle's biography andother sourceS claimthat Earle merely
advised Clark i nthebuilding' sdesign andthat Clark wi shed the bullding
to be easily adapted to industrial uses, should theschool fail. Containing

90 roons originally, Clark Hall housed theuniversity's main offices,
library, gymnasium and classroons tintil theearly twentiethcentury, when
separate, specializedbuildingsbegan tobe constructed. Throughout the
university's devel opment, Clark Hall hasrenained the center of it s cainpus,

2, Laboratory Building, built 1688 (Stephen Earle, architect). The
Laboratory Buildingi sahbrick structtire of irregular plan, twoandthree
stories high. Cf utilitarian design, thebuilding'strimislimtedto
stone window sills, anda stone belt course above thebuilding' s high

(cont,)
8. Biblliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc. . . . . .
Worcester Historical Society, Biographical file (Clark, Earle andHall obits)
i
Sanitary Engineer, vol, XV, I)./30/1887, p, 598 (building notice Clark Hall)
Engi neering axid"*uilding Record, \Ifot! : Xt I, IBI ../|2&/.1888, p, i x(building notice
abor at or i 1din
Engi neering Record,.vol. XLIV- 9/28/1901 yB 311 (bu??di ng notice, library)
Adm ni strative Report 1920-19 4.5> prepared. y Wl | ace Atwood, publishedb
, Clark UniversityLibrary, pp,27-35 (information regarding buil di ngs%
Nutt, G History of Worcester, vol. |1, pg..7|4.7-752 (h|stor¥ of Clark
University; vol. Ill, pp,15-16 (Clark biography); vol, 1V, pp, 861-862
~ (Hall biography) _
Rice, F, Wrcester of 1898, p,19]..
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7) 2,

basenent. During the early twentieth century the Laboratory Buil ding
was the site of researchinrocketrywhich was carried out by Robert
Hut chings Goddard. Goddard, who i s'regarded as the inventor of nodern
high-altitude rockets, was a graduate student at Clark (1908-1911) and
was associatedwith Clark as an instructor after 1914* becomng a full
professor of physics in 1919. Dxiring his tenxire. In 1926, Goddard
"successfully fired the world's first liquid fuel rocket” at a site
nearby i n Auburn, Mssachusetts,

3. Academc Building (formerly the University Li brarK) bui It 1901-1903

Frost, Briggs & Chanberlain, architects; Norcross Brothers, builders).

he Academ ¢ Buildingi s a three-storeybrick buildingof Collegiate
CGothic design, Trinmmaed with finely dressed |inestone, the building's
former facade (Min Street - east) i s symetrical V\nth an arched |1 nestone
entry at itscenter. Above the entry i'san ornate oriel with pointed-arch
stone tracery and a crenellated parapet. Qher w ndows are framed b

| i mestone quoins and are divided internal I?/ by wooden stiles to give the
aploearance of having transons. "Modelled after the library of Trinity
Col | ege at Canbridge, England, designed by Sir Christoper Wen", Academ c
Hal | originally contained thirteen roons, includinga main hall with a
book storage capacity of 60,000 vol unes and stacks with space for an

addi tional 75*000 voi wnes,

“k» Academ c Buil ding Addition (formerly the University Library addition)
built 1910 (Frost, Bri ﬁgs fc chanmberl ain, architects; Norcross Brothers,
builders). Built inthe sgnm "English Colleglate Gothic" style as the
original [i brar%/ bui | di ng of 1901-1903, the tormer library additionis a
two and one- hal storely brick buildingof rectangular plan with its major
entry on itssouth wall. The entry consists of a pointed-arch (of |ime-
st_one% surnounted by a cornice and crenellated parapet. The addition's
Main Street facade (east? I s slightly asymetrical, having a bay w ndow
at itssouth end onI?/; 0

e

{ . therwise this elevationhas symmetrically placed
ables and tri-parti W ndows set in

. | nestone surrounds with transons.
ogether, both sections of Academc Hall provide one of Wrcester's finest

| i
| |

and earliest exaijiples of Collegiate Gothic architecture.
h

Mo Atwood Hal |, built 1938-1939 (arc itect.unknomn%.. A two and one-half
storey brick and | i mest one bui i di ng of Col | egiate Gothic design, Atwood
Hal | 1 s compatible with the nei ghborln%.Academp Hal | (towhich it is
connected). Wiile of architecturall igh quality, Atwood Hall i s of
relatively recent constructionand shares none of the associations to
Jonas Clark, G Stanley Hall and the university's founding which

characterize the foreg0ingbuil dings,

6, Science Building, built 1957 (architect urJcnown), The Science
Building i sa tw-storey brick building of iindecoratednodern design.
Located between Cl ark Hall and the Laboratory Buildi n(t; this structure
ll)a_clka the historical associations which characterize the canpus's earlier

ui | dings,

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm
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7)
A especiallyfine | andscape feature of the canpus isits sinple
Cast-iron fence set into granite posts (Min and Downing Street),

SI GN FI CANCE; _ _

~The second graduate school to be foxnded in the United States, Clark
University was opened in 1889 and, until the establishment of Clark College
in 1902, offered only graduate education. The school was founded by
donations fromJonas G Clark, one of the city's wealthiest citizens,
Clark (1815-1900) was a native of Hubbardston, Massachusetts, wo began
his financial career as a carriage maker. Gadually in the [8“.03, Crark
becane involved in the manufacture of hardware and Turniture, owning
stores in Lowell and MIford. 1In the early 18503, Clark went to California
where "he laid the foundation of his great fortune through dealing in
mners' supplies,” Won his return to the east coast, Clark took up
residence 1n Nw York City where he remained until around |88l when he
noved to Worcester and invested heavily in local real estate.

~ During the 1680s Clark "becane convinced that this country needed an
institutron of learning where research and investigationwoul d be encour-
aged to a greater degree than was possible in other Arerican tiniversities,

ere the time of the professors was devoted |argely to instruction," To
this end Clark hired Granville Stanley Hall, l[ater the university's first
president, to nake a tour of European universities to gather ideas and
Information for the organization of the new school. Hall, wo was a well -
known schol ar, had served variously as professor of psychology and English
at Antioch, Harvard and WIlliams Colleges and at Johns Hopkins University.
A fo\xnder of the Anerican Jotirnal of Psxfhology and an editor of nunerous
other psychol ogy-relatsd publications. Hall was responsible for inviting
the then controversial Sgraund Freud to lecture at Clark University in
1909, Freud's only visit to the United States, |Inpressed by the Grman
university system Hall used it as a nodel for part of the university's
curriculi;?'. "Hall, who served as universitypresident (1889-1920) deter-
m ned nuch of the school's academc devel opment by assenbling a staff of
professors wio shared sone of his nore advanced ideas about university
education and particularly about psycholog¥, a then controversial study.
Hal |'s initial staff remained intact from1892 to 1913. Anong psycho-
| ogi cal studies produced by Hal l durlng his tenxxre at Clark are Adol escence

19014.), Educational Problens (19/1) and Jesus Christ in the Light of

sychol ogy (1917)

In 1887 Jonas Cl ark purchased eight acres of the present Min Street
canpus and a board of trustees was established to operate the school.
Clark's initial founding gift included a $300,000 construction fund, a
$100,000 library fund and a general endowrent of $600,000. Clark also
donated an additional $500,000 in real estate and $500, 000 for the support
of three or nore professorships. Active inhis support of the school
until his death, Clark nade additional |arge donations including $750, 000
to increase the library fund and to an for the construction of a library
in 1900, After the settling of Clark''s estate around 1900-1901, further
donations brought his contribution to the school to over $i|., 000, 000.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



