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1. Name
historic

and/or common

'THOMAS!THRELKELD/HOUSE

2. Location
street & number Bens on Pike not for publication

city, town Shelbyvillfl I//V. -g-vicinity of

state Kentucky code county Shelbv

name Weaklev Farms. Inc. c/o Charles P. Black

code

3. Classification
Category Ownership

district public
x building(s) x private 

structure both
site Public Acquisition
object NA In process

NA be|ng considered

Status
occupied

x unoccupied 
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted
yes: unrestricted

y- no

Present Use
X agriculture 

commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

street & number 1 n 1 5 Gragmnre Drive

city, town Seabrnok vicinity of Tftyaa state

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Shelby County Courthouse 

street & number

city, town state Kentucky....li_...i-i_^^__«i^——_-__««i^-^2JlBJJj£U£JJJf.^^^___MM_^_^____i^_.^^_._i
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
tltle Survey of Historic Sites in Kentucky nas this property been determined eligible? yes x no

date Summer 1979 __ federal x state county local

depository for survey records Kentucky Heritage Council

city, town Frankfort state Kentucky



7. Description

Condition
excellent

,|pod
fair

X deteriorated 
ruins
unexposed

Check one
x unaltered 

altered

Check one
x original site

moved date

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

The Thomas Threlkeld House is located in Shelby County, Kentucky, near the Benson 
Pike, four miles east of Shelbyville, the county seat. The house stands approx 
imately one-half mile from the road in a grove of oaks, locusts, and cedars. The site 
is north northwest of the course of Tick Creek, now flooded by the damming of Guist 
Creek, of which the creek is a tributary. The house has stood empty for many decades 
and is now used for the storage of straw and hay. The metal roof was recently installed, 
and the house frame and interior trim are sound.

The house is made up of three sections, all of which are of one story: a two-room frame 
section with garret and basement, built first; a stone wing to the west, built very soon 
after; and a log ell to the north, built at a considerably later date (see photos 1 & 2 and 
plans & elevations). The frame section is a three-bay hall-parlor house with a central 
door symmetrically placed in the principal (south) facade fronting the creek. The founda 
tion is constructed of coursed, squared rubble. A barred vent below each of the two 
windows on the south front flanks the location of a now vanished wooden stoop. The 
frame section is sheathed with tapered weatherboard with a six inch weather incorporating 
a 1/2" bead. The fenestration and siding on the north facade indicate that it originally 

carried no porch or other appendage*. It contains four asymmetrically located openings: 
two central doors flanked by windows (see photo 3). At each end of the house rise 
shouldered exterior stone chimneys between two small windows which light each end 
of the garret. The first floor windows on the north and south are equipped with pintles 
for exterior blinds. The three exterior doors are hung on butt hinges and bear traces of 
graining on their outer faces, although the exposed weatherboards and door frames are 
devoid of paint. The frame is constructed of 3" x 4" studs resting on 12" x 12" sills 
and augmented by down braces (on the front and probably the rear). One arch brace is 
known to exist over the door to the stone wing at the south corner of the west gable 
end (see photo 4). Each corner post is constructed of a 12" x 12" section hollowed to 
form an L shape, thereby preventing the inner corner of the post from protruding into 
any of the rooms.

The wing to the west is constructed of coursed rubble (see photos 5 & 6). It contains 
a single room with a chimney at the west end. There is no excavation below or garret 
above this section. The room is lit by single windows with splayed reveals in the north 
and south walls, and by an original narrow sash window (to judge by the interior trim) 
to the side of the chimney.

The stone section is characterized by an extremely low-pitched roof, apparently built 
thus to avoid blocking the adjacent garret windows. The frame and stone sections 
have box cornices on the north and south facades, with nearly identical crown molds 
composed of a cyma recta above a cyma reversa. The cornices on the frame section 
have in addition a bed mold incorporating convex and concave cavetto moldings.

The porch along the north wall, which is ceiled with beaded boards and retains two 
chamfered posts, apparently originally continued from the eastern end of the frame section 
to the far side of the western doorway. It is not structurally integral with the house

(see continuation sheets)



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

_£. 1800-1899 
1900-

Speclfflc dates

Areas off Significance   Check
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture

x architecture
art
commerce
communications

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
pol itics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

1st quarter 19th c. Builder/Architect ,    

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

The Threlkeld/Weakley House incorporates significant early features in a largely unaltered 
form. Unusual features such as mud wall infill, horizontally sliding sash, an early porch 
and the juxtaposition of framed timber, stone and log construction make the house unique 
in the region. Although evidence increasingly indicates a widespread use of mud as an 
infill medium, there are few known examples within the state. The house was chosen by 
the Kentucky Heritage Commission for its 1981 Historic American Buildings Survey project 
because it clearly exhibited many important features of the federal-period vernacular house 
in Kentucky.

Deed research indicates that Thomas Threlkeld purchased eighty-five acres on Tick Creek 
in Shelby County Kentucky on February 9, 1812. In that same month, he married Ann Foster 
of Sheiby County, and it would appear that construction of the Threlkeld house took place 
within several years.

Thomas Threlkeld was born in Shelby County in 1786 on his father's farm, also on Tick 
Creek. His father, Thomas Threlkeld, had moved to Sheiby County from Virginia in the 
latter portion of the eighteenth century. The senior Threlkeld was killed in 1790 while 
participating in an attack on the Ohio Indians.

Thomas and Ann Threlkeld had ten children, four sons and six daughters. Threlkeld was 
a wealthy farmer as revealed by the inventory of his estate made in September of 1849, 
two months after his death. His property, including approximately 300 acres, was valued 
at $17,000. Threlkeld 1 s will made ample provision for his wife Ann. She inherited land,

A

horses, and slaves.

Ann Threlkeld died in 1877. No Threlkelds are shown as owning property in the vicinity 
of Tick or Guist Creeks on the 1882 atlas of Shelby County. The land came into the 
possession of the Weakley family and is operated as a farm by descendants of that family 
today.



9. Major Bibliographical References___________

Atlas of SheIby County, Kentucky, 1882.
(see continuation sheet) 

Kerr, Charles, ed. History of Kentucky . 5 vols. Chicago & New York: American Historical

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property approx. 1Q acres 
Quadrangle name Shelbyville 
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Beginning northeast of the house at A, thence south 656 feet to B, thence west 656 feet 
to C, thence north 656 feet to D, thence east 656 feet to the beginning, containing the 

and dependency foundations.______________________________________spring.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Gibs on Worsham. Architect

organization date November 1983

street & numberx 4 Holvoke Street telephone

city or town Boston state Massachusetts
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national _>^*state __ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
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frame and in fact blocks the north vent of the basement room, but it would appear from 
its detailing to have been an early addition/ perhaps built very soon after the original 
construction date.

The square-pen log section was built to the north of the porch/ and the open passage thus 
formed was later enclosed. The room is now sheathed with narrow weatherboards and 
equipped with a brick stove flue/ but evidence remains of a wide fireplace on the north 
wail. The logs are joined with a square notch/ normally associated with the mid- to 
late-nineteenth century/ so the ell would seem to be a kitchen built some decades after 
the house's construction. Interior and exterior sheathing added in the late nineteenth 
or early twentieth century obscures most earlier features/ except where the exterior of 
the south wall/ facing into the enclosed porch/Js plastered. The log section seems to 
have been pierced by a single window to the west and a door to the east. The later 
window to the north impinges on the early chimney location/ as revealed by a wide opening 
in the logs.

The interior of the frame section is finished in plaster/ applied directly over mud packed 
between the studs and other framing members. The mud is reinforced by laths stacked 
between vertical strips of wood nailed to the sides of the framing members (see photo 7). 
The mud/ mixed with straw, was applied to both sides of the laths before the exterior 
or interior finishes were added. On the interior/ finish plaster is carried across the 
faces of framing members roughened by chopping to give key to the plaster.

The two rooms are separated by a plastered stud partition. Both rooms have beaded 
baseboards/ molded chair rails and pin or peg rails running around all four walls. The 
larger room has more elaborate moldings and the most elaborate of the house's mantels/ 
incorporating paneled pilasters and a frieze containing an ellipse filled with horizontal 
reeding. The frieze in turn supports a molded shelf (see photo 8). The enclosed stair 
to the garret originally opened out of this room next to the south door and ascended along 
the transverse partition within the space of the adjacent room, but the winders at its 
foot were reversed and a door added in this century to allow access from both rooms.

The smaller room has simpler moldings on the door frames/ window frames/ and chair 
rails/ and the mantel consists of an architrave surround surmounted by a frieze and 
molded shelf. Storage is provided in a closet under the lower portion of the stair run; 
both closet and stair are enclosed in beaded vertical boards.

The unheated garret was originally finished with horizontal sheathing and divided by a 
board partition into two chambers corresponding to the two rooms below/ but all interior 
sheathing and the partition are now removed with the exception of the boards on the 
gable walls. Access to the area behind the knee walls was through a low door in the 
north and south wall of each chamber; these remain largely intact. The railing around 
the stair has been removed. The dwelling's only remaining window sash/ in the northeast 
garret window/ demonstrates the unusual fenestration in the attic space. The nine-paned

(see continuation sheets)
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sash slides horizontally in rails articulated above and below with beading along their 
grooved edges, and the distance between the windows is such that the two corresponding 
sashes, when open, occupy exactly the space between the window openings and behind 
the chimney. The bead on the underside of the top guide rail was left off in the center 
of the space between the windows for a distance equal to the width of one sash, so 
that when the sash is moved to the center it can fall forward and be entirely removed.

The cellar consists of a single space under the east room of the frame section. It is 
reached by an exterior flight of stone steps at the south corner of the east gable wall. 
The stone walls are plastered and a barred vent is located in both north and south walls. 
No cooking or heating fireplace was provided in the basement; the hearth above is carried 
on a corbelled stone arch vaulting out to the first joist in front of the chimney.

The stone wing, the floor of which is a foot lower than the frame section, contains a 
mantel very similar to the mantel in the west room (see photo 9). Some of the moldings 
are identical. The room contains two original built-in cabinets, located on either 
side of the protruding chimney of the frame section, and is finished with a beaded base 
board, the house's most delicately molded chair rail and splayed window reveals which 
feature paneled jambs and heads.

The site, consisting of 10 acres, contains a corbelled stone springhouse (see photo 10) 
and the foundations of an icehouse and several outbuildings of undetermined function. A 
late nineteenth century barn stands to the west and a concrete cover caps a cistern to the 
immediate north of the house.
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Society, 1922. Vol. 3, Connelly, William E., and E.M. Coulter, p. 308. 

Shelby County Deed Book L, p. 100. 

Shelby County Will Book 19, pp. 216; 219.
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THRELKELD
HOUSE

THE DOCUMENTATION OF THE THRELKELD HOUSE IN 
SHELBY COUNTY, KENTUCKY, WAS UNDERTAKEN BY THE 
KENTUCKY HERITAGE COMMISSION IN THE SPRING OF 1981. 
IN COOPERATION WITH THE SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFCE. OF 
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE. THE PROJECT WAS EXECUTED 
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF GIBSON WORSHAM, HISTORICAL 
ARCHITECT; HISTORICAL RESEARCH WAS DONE BY MARY OPPEL. 
THE STRUCTURE WAS RECORDED IN SPRING AND WINTER 
I98O BY GIBSON WORSHAM, MARY OPPEL 8 EDWARD CHAPPEU. 
WITH THE COOPERATION OF THE OWNER, WEAKLEY FARMS
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SITE PLAN
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  THOMAS THRELKELD (1786-1849), WHOSE FATHER. THOMAS, 

CAME FROM VIRGINIA TO KENTUCKY IN THE 1780'S. DEED 
RECORDS SHOW THAT HE AND HIS WIFE , ANN FOSTER. AC 
QUIRED THE LAND SURROUNDING THE HOUSE IN 1812. THE 
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