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The Codman-Davis House (the Louise Home) is a four-story red brick Neo 
classical residence which dominates the northeast corner of the intersection 
of Decatur Place and 22nd Street, NW.

Designed by Ogden Codman, a well known and respected New York and Boston 
architect of the turn of the century, the house was constructed in 1906- 
1907 for Miss Martha Codman. The clean lines and elegant dimensions of 
the house are accentuated by the pair of large wings which extend from 
the front facade to form an impressive enclosed brick court laid in 
herringbone pattern around the main entrance. High brick walls, crowned 
by R.enriaissance inspired stone balustrades enclose the lawn and grounds 
of the wings at the second floor level. Tall, arched French windows, 
framed by louvered exterior blinds were designed by the architect to 
encircle the building at this level. The severity of the wings is further 
relieved by the use of three additional architectural elements on the 
exterior: recessed panels, composed of foliated swags located between the 
second and third floors, a wide impressive cornice separating the third 
and fourth floors; and the use of stone quoins at the corners of the wings.

A small but important component of the building is the conservatory 
connected to the principal dining room of the main house, which terminates 
the west garden on its north end. Here the architect designed a series of 
arched glass windows on the south side of this long narrow appendage. 
This wing is framed on the north side by a roughly textured concrete wall, 
and resembles a grotto.

The interior of the Codman-Davis House possesses equally noteworthy archi 
tectural details. Upon entering at grade level, the visitor faces an 
elegant spiral stone staircase across a black and white marble floored 
vestibule (faced with stone walls with elegant niches), which ascends 
directly to the fourth floor. At the roof the stair is crowned by a 
handsome skylight, encircled by unusually fine plaster detailing. Although 
most of the ground floor is devoted to kitchens, pantries, and servants 
rooms, a finely proportioned reception room opens from the foyer to the 
left. Upon reaching the white and red marble floor of the second floor 
hallway, one finds the richly paneled library to the east and the music 
room, drawing room and dining room to the west. It is remarkable that 
the original chandeliers, wall sconces, finely carved mantels, and 
beautifully executed cornices remain intact on the principal second floor. 
The family bedrooms on the third floor and the servants rooms on the fourth 
floor were reduced in size in 1946 when the mansion was converted for use 
as the Louise Home, a residence for women. Other changes to the house 
include, the addition of a one-story service wing to the east rear in 1935 
that is unnoticeable from the street.
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The Joint Committee on Landmarks has designated the Codman-Davis House 
(the Louise Home) a Category II Landmark of importance which contributes 
significantly to the cultural heritage and visual beauty of the District 
of Columbia. The Codman-Davis1 House is a significant Washington residence of 
the turn of the century, noted for the formality and monumentality of 
both its exterior and interior design. Still maintained in excellent 
condition, the house is a notable example of the Neo-classic Revival so 
popular among the rich at this time. This tasteful design is a well 
conceived composition based on late eighteenth century French domestic 
architecture built in the fashionable residential area of Dupont Circle, 
the mansion possesses an unusual forecourt paved in brick and enclosed 
by handsome iron gates. The three occupants of the residence, namely 
Martha Codman, Dwight David, and the members of the Louise Home, contributed 
significantly to the cultural and social life of the District of Columbia. 
The architect of the house, Ogden Codman, was a socially prominent 
New York-Boston architect of the period, trained in Beaux-Arts architecture.

The cultural history of the Codman-Davis House (Louise Home) remains as 
interesting as its noteworthy design. The residence was commissioned by 
Martha Codman (1856-1948), the heiress to a prominent Boston clipper ship 
family. During the spectacular age of elegance in Washington, 1870-1930, 
when the Nation's Capital became the winter Newport of America, hundreds 
of newly rich Western industrialists and miners as well as long established 
families from the northeastern seaboard built second houses in Washington. 
Mainly designed for entertainment, the Codman-Davis House (Louise Home) 
remains one of the finest examples of this era. Miss Codman entertained 
on a magnificent scale between 1907 when she occupied the house until her 
late marriage in 1928 to Maxim Karolik after which she spent most of her 
years in Europe. Her prominent collection of early nineteenth century 
American paintings was left to the Boston Museum of Fine Arts. She sold 
the house in 1938 to Dwight F. Davis, the former Secretary of War under 
President Herbert Hoover and Governor General of the Philippines. Consi 
dered one of the finest American tennis players in his youth, Davis 
conceived of the idea of an international tennis trophy. His generous 
donation of the trophy, known as the Davis Cup, has since made his name 
known throughout the world as a patron of international sports. During 
the occupancy of the Davis family the house continued to form an 
important nucleus for Washington social life.
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After the death of Davis in 1945 his widow sold the house to the Louise 
Home the following year. This institution was established in 1869 by 
Washington banker William Wilson Cocoran as a refuge for genteel women 
impoverished by the ravages of the Civil War. After its original home, 
built in 1869 at Massachusetts Avenue and 15th Street, NW, hagl become 
inadequate, the trustees of the Louise Home purchased the Codman-Davis 
House and partitioned the two upper floors for additional bedroom space. 
Desiring more adequate facilities with full time medical attention, 
the organization vacated the house in 1976 to merge with the Lisner 
Home on Western Avenue, NW.

In addition to the cultural significance of Martha Codman and Dwight 
Davis to American history, mention must be made of the architect, 
Ogden Codman (1863-1951). Born into a patrician Boston family (a 
cousin of the builder, Martha Codman), Codman spent much of his youth 
at his family's second home in France. After the study of architecture 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1882, he served as an 
apprentice in several architectural firms in Boston before opening 
his own office in New York in 1893. As a member of the social circles 
of New York-Boston-Newport, Codman won many commissions from his 
wealthy friends. Dedicated to Italian and French Neo-classical styles, 
Codman's work was centered on large residence, in which the quality 
of workmanship and materials used became a hallmark of his reputation. 
He was the author of several books, of which the most important was 
probably "The Decoration of Houses," coauthored with his friend 
Edith Wharton. This 1897 work (recently reprinted) became a major 
influence in teaching "good taste" to the nation's newly rich. 
Codman received major commissions from his friends to decorate dozens 
of great rooms, including those in the residences of Cornelius Vander- 
bilt II in Newport, William Vanderbilt in Hyde Park, New York, and 
John D. Rockefeller in Tarrytown, New York. With the change in 
American architectural tastes in the 1920s, Codman retired to a villa 
in France where he spent the remainder of his life. His notable 
collection of materials on French chateaux was donated to the French 
government. He was architect of numerous American houses with grand 
details and magnificent proportions - through their simplicity of 
statement and the Codman-Davis House (Louise Home) remains one of 
the few still intact.
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A large part of this narrative was taken from "Application Form- 
Historic Landmark: The Codman-Davis House (the Louise Home)" prepared 
by Mames M. Goode, March 3, 1979 and on file at the National Capital 
Planning Commission.

Information for preparation of the application was taken from an undated 
paper on file at the National Capital Planning Commission: Janet David, 
"The Ogden Codman House, 2145 Decatur Place, Washington, D.C." pp. 1-21.

American Architect and Building News, Vol. 59, January 22, 1898, 
pp. 28-29; Vol. 78, October 18, 1902, p.23.

Architectural Record, "Some Interesting Interiors," Vol. 18, July 1905, 
pp. 51-59.

Baist's Real Estate Atlas of Surveys of Washington, Robert Harrison 
Baist, Washington, D.C, 1892-93, 1903, 1919, 1945, 1960.

Biographical Directory of the United States Executive Branch 1774-1971, 
Robert Sobe, Editor-in-Chief, 1971. (Dwight Filley Davis)

Codman, Col. Charles R., Drive, Little, Brown and Col, Boston, 1957.

Codman, Florence, The Clever Young Boston Architect, K.J. Litho, 
Augusta, Me., 1970.

Coombe, D.C., A History of the Davis Cup, Hennel Locke, Ltd., 
London, 1949.

Hopkins, Griffith Morgan, Complete Set of Surveys and Plats of 
Properties, 1887.

House and Garden, "Garden in the Federal City," Vol. 78, July 1940.

Merrihew, Stephen Wallis, The Quest of the Davis Cup, American 
Lawn Tennis, Inc., 1928.

New York Times, April 22, 1948 (Martha Codman Karolik obituary); 
December 21, 1963 (Maxim Karolik obituary); January 7, 1964 
(Karolik will).

Peter, Grace Dunlop, and Joyce D. Southwick, Cleveland Park, Cleveland 
Park Community Library Committee, Washington, D.C., 1958.
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Randall, Anne L., Newport, A Tour Guide, Catboat Press, Newport, 
R.I., 1970.

Sirkis, Nancy, Newport Pleasures and Palaces, Viking Press, New York, 
1963.

Snell, Charles, W., Vanderbilt Mansion, National Park Service 
Historic Series No. 32, Washington, B.C., 1960.

Washington Herald, January 25, 1930.

Washington Star, February 16, 1920; January 26, 1930; December 16, 
1947; December 18, 1947; Ocotber 11, 1951.

Weis, Gabriel, A Guide to Newport, R.I., Newport, R.I., 1916.

Wharton, Edith, and Ogden Codman, Jr., The Decoration of Houses, 
Charles Scribner and Sons, New York, 1897.

Who Was Who in America, Vol. II, 1950 (Dwight Filley Davis).

Books by Ogden Codman 

The Decoration of Houses (with Edith Wharton), 1897.

Inscriptions -. and Tomb Burials in the Central Burying Ground, 
Boston, 1917.

Gravestone Inscriptions and Records of Tomb Burials in the Granary 
Burying Ground, Boston, 1918.
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