United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, the Philip Reading Tannery, in New
Castle County, Delaware, reference number 78000897, was listed
in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 4/26/1978, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979,
Part I, Vol.44, No. 26 (Book 2), page 7444. The attached
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.

% Keepér Wé National Register of Historic Places at
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QESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF RHOWR) PHYSICAL APPLARANCE

Tha Philip Reading Tannery 1s a brick two-story styructure, 106 feet long and 30 faat
wida, The long axis rupns east-wast, It stands in a faxmyard adjacent to the
Fedding Estates subdivision., Ta the southeast, on the site of Philip Feading's
dwelling house, is a Taskee-Freas store, Cattla are housed in the tannexy huild-
ing and the newar barns nearby.

Tha tannary, building itqelf is divided into three parts. The west ond, with a
fireplace chimfiey on the gable, wall, was prohably the currying shop. At the center
of ‘the bullding is a passage, which originally had two pair of double doors on anch
side. The castern section, originally the bark house, is ventilated by slits in
tha walls, At the cast end of the south wall is a patch, indleating the former
existence of a wing, 36 feet wlde, Extending southward from the southwest corner
is a brick wing, now a garage, 20 feet square. A rore recent lean-to wing has
been added to tha wast wall,

There are four original windew openings on the west wall., The east wall has two
doors at grade and a loft door in tha gable. On each side wall, the western

carriage door has been bricked in, Some of the othor origlnal openings have been
altered, but the alterations are clearly evident, Some original sash, window and

door frames survive.

Accurding to an Orphans Court evaluation, dated 1801, the tannery stood on a threec-~
acre lot with a two-story log tenement covered with weatherbourd. There was also
a brick building, one story high, roofed with cedar, 106 feet long, including
undex one roof a tan house, currying shop, bark house, and carriage house. There
were 37 vats in the tanyard.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Philip Reading Tannexy i8 a rara surviving eighteenth-century industrial
building. Although it has been converted into a cow barn, the major original
features remain., It is the only known eighteenth-century Delaware tannery
building still standing. This is one of the few eighteenth-century Lanneries
in America.

Because there has been no major subsequent construction en the site, archaeological
cvidence prahably is wall preserved., A description, written in 1801, indicates

that there wevre 37 tan vats on the three-acre site; the sites of these vats probably
are now covered by driveways and barns adjoining the building.

The site was part of the oxtensive Andrew Peterson estate, which the Orphans Court
divided among his heirs in 1742. Andrew's spinster daughter, Mary, received 205
acres, described as unimproved property.

The Poterson estate division established the outlines of the Middletown settlement,
Androw's children developed their properties around the crossroad at the center

of the tract, and further sutdivided it inte lots. A map drawn about 1799 in-
dicates that a sizeable community existed by that time.

"Philip Peading, Jr., a grandson of Andrew Peterson, was in the tannery business
as early as 1780, Ten years later, he bought the three-~acre tannery site from
his Aunt Mary. After his death in 1797, the Orphans Court administered tha
property for his minor children.

Cne of the heirs, the third Philip Reading, bought the tannery from the estate
in 1B13. Upon his death, his mother agoin became the owner of the tanyard. Tt
is not known when the tanning operation ceased. RBoth Philip Reading III and

his mother lived in Wilmington, and thus could not have been the active managers.
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Hew Castle Counly Court of Common Pleas, Casa 190, May term 1791, Reading va,
Gibb's Administrator,

Mew Castle County Beed Book I-2, p. 174,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCBIF IIDN

The site nominatnd includes the large brick building and thar. part: of the

tanncry property that is not covered by modorn- residential or industrial

.bulldings.”: Abaut half of the original three-acra tannery lot is included,

together with a parcel to the east that may be expected to contain evidence

related to the Mary Peterson house. The property nominated is hounded on the

west by Catherine Street, on the north and south by lots, and on the cast by farmland.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPEHRTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE cone COUNTY COOE
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Edward F. lleite, llistoric Registrar
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