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The attached property, the Philip Reading Tannery, in New 
Castle County, Delaware, reference number 78000897, was listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the 
National Register on 4/26/1978, as evidenced by the FEDERAL 
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6,1979, 
Part II, Vol.44, No. 26 (Book 2), page 7444. The attached 
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation 
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.
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DESCRIBE THt= I'RPSENl AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Philip Reading Tannery is a brick two-story structure, 106 feat long and 30 foot, 
wide, The long axis runs east-wast. It stands in a farmyard adjacent to tlm 

Estates subdivision* To the southeast, on the uita of Philip Reading's
house, is a Taatec-Frena storo, cattle are housed in the tannery build- 

Ing and the newer barns nnarby.

The tannery, building itnelf is divided into three parts. The went <?nd, with a 
fireplace chimney on the gable, wall f waa probably the currying shop. At the center 
of the building is a passage, which originally had two pair of double doors on nncrh 
side. The eastern section, originally the bark house, is ventilated by slits in 
the walls. At the coat end of the south wall is a patch, indicating the former 
existence of a wing, 36 feet wide. Extending southward from the oouthwest corner 
is a brick wing, now a garage, 20 foot square. A nore recent lean-to wing has 
been added to the west wall.

There are four original window openings on the west wall. The east wall has two 
doors at grade and a loft door in the gable. On each side wall, the western 
carriage door has been bricked in. Sone of the other original openings have been 
altered, but the alterations are clonrly evident. Some original sash, window and 
door frames survive.

According to an Orphans Court evaluation, dated 1Q01, the tannery stood on a three- 
acre lot with a two-story log tenement covered with weatherboard. There was also 
a brick building, one story high, roofed with cedar, 10G feet long, including 
undor one roof a tan house, currying shop, bark house, and carriage house. There 
were 37 vats in the tanyard.
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STATEMENT OF StGNIflCANCE

Tho Philip Bonding Tannery is a rara surviving eighteenth-century industrial 
building. Although it has been converted into a cow barn, the major original 
features remain. It la the only known oightoenth-century Delaware tannery 
building still standing. This is one of the few eighteenth-century tanneries 
in America.

Because them has been no major subsequent construction on the site, archaeological 
evidence probably is well preserved. A description, written in 1801, indicates 
thaL there were 37 tan vats on the throe-acre site; the sites of those vats probably 
are now covered by driveways and barns adjoining the building.

The site was part of the extensive Andrew Potorson estate, vihich the Orphans Court 
divided among his heirs in 1742. Andrew's spinster daughter, Mary, received 205 
acres, described as unimproved property.

The Poterson estate division established the outlines of the Middletown settlement. 
Andrew's children developed their properties around the crossroad at the center 
of the tract, and further subdivided it .Into lots. A map drawn about 1799 in­ 
dicates that a sizeable community existed by that time.

Philip Reading, Jr., a grandson of Andrew Petorson, was in the tannery business 
as oarly as 1780. Ten years later, he bought tho three-acre tannery site from 
his Aunt Mary. After his death in 1797, the orphans Court administered tha 
property for his minor children.

One of the heirs, the third Philip Reading, bought the tannery from the estate 
in 1813. Upon his death, his mother again became the owner of tha tanyard, Tt 
is not known when the tanning operation ceased. Goth Philip Hooding III and 
his mother lived in Wilmlngton, and thus could not have been the active managers.
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Dow Cn:itJ.o County OiL'htins Poui't, Book C, pp. 12-15i nook J, p. 105,

Hew Castle CounLy Court of Conunon Plena, Caao 190, May term 1791, Heading vs. 
Glbu'a Adnihiutrntor,

New Castlo County Deod Dook 1-2, p. 174.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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The site nominated includes tho largo brick building and that part of the
tannery property that is not covered by modern*residential or industrial
buildings. " About half of the original three-acre tannery lot is included,
together with a parcel to the cast that may bo expoctod to contain evidence
related to tho Mary Pcterson house. Tho property nominated is bounded on the
west by Catherine Street, on the north and couth by lots, and on tho east by farmland,

LIST AU STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COIMTY CODE

SIA1E CODE COUNTY CODE
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Edward F. lleite. Historic Registrar
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Dover Delaware

HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL 2L, STATE.^^ LOCAL___

As ihe designated Stale Historic Preservation Officer fur the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this properly for Inclusion In tho National^ftijjjisler and certify Ihfttyi ttas been evotuotocl uccoiilfng to the 
criteria and procedures sol forth by tho National Park Sen/I

i&^4>^^ y
111LE Director, Div. of Historical S Qltural Affiiirs

FDHNPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS 1NCLUOED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

.;. DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION • 
ATTEST:

DATE ^/t <y^7'7

DATi

OAT£

KEEPER OF7H6 NATIONAL REGISTER
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