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United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Historic Places
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See instructions  in How fo Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic Sacred Heart Church, Rectory, School and Convent.

and/or common

2. Location

Church, 39 Sixth Street; Rector% 49 Sixth Street;
e

For HCRS use only

JUN 3 1980

| entered

not for publication

drest & number School and Convent, 165 Thomdike Street
city, tomn  Cambridge vicinity of congressional district p -gM A
state M assachusetts code (025 nemny - Middlesex e mi.
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes:restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Roren Catholic Archdiocese of Boston
drest & rumba 2121 Commonwedth Avenue
vicinity of

city, town
5. Location of Legal Description

Brighton

courthouse, regidry o deads, €c.
Canbridge and Third Streets

street & number

Cairibridge

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Histon™, _ "
2en determinetl felegible? yes “JL_no

Cambri Historical =~ Commission, Survey of . Architectural
titte in Cam refdge, Report 1. East Ca;uerg%s t |spropeny[)

Cambridge: M.I.T. Press, 1965, pp. 50-51
dete

depogdtory for suvey records Cambridge Historical Commisson
aty,tomn  Carrbridge

Middlesex Count)" Registry of Deeds

federd

dae Massachusetts

dae Massachusetts

dae county A " locd

dae Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
X- good ruins X- altered mnvpri rlafp
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Sacred Heart Parishincludes three structures v*ich occupy the entire bl ock bounded
by Otis, Thondi ke, Seventh and Sixth Street i nEast Canbridge. |t isa promnent |and-
nark i nthis workingQd ass nei ghborhood of small brick and frame houses. The only |and-
scaping i s providedby a fewsjnall sidewal k trees, althoughan interior courtyardis
planted with grass and trees.

The focus of the conplex i s the Sacred Heart Church, built i n 1874-1883 t o the designs of
Patrick W Ford. Executed i nthe Victorian Gothic style, the randomcoursed Sonerville
bl uestone ashlar structure i s trimedwth [ight colored MIford granite. The front
(eastern) facade i s raised approxinmatelyfive feet above grade with awde flight of
stairs proAlding access t othe twomain recessed pointed arched entrances, Eachentrance
Is topped by geonetric tracery andenfraned by rock faced gremtew th snooth stone
banding. Attached col onettes set within the recess aretopped by a fillet and broad
fascia at the spring line which are carried across the.facade as a string course. Two:
shal | ow st one gabl es above each entrance are topped by smal | crosses. Triple pointed .
arched w ndows above with geonetric tracery andgranite trimare set within aslightly
projecting pointed arch of granite ashlar with aninset roundel simlarly adorned. A
rectangul ar opening tops this arch.

To the south, an angle buttressed turret, previously finished by a pinnacleand finial,
separates the nave portion of the facade fromthe | owside aisle areawith its pointed
arched entrance topped by a short recessed pointed arched wndow To the north rises
a nassive bhelfry with angle buttresses and a pointed arched entrance. Two narrowr e-
cessed openings pierce the area below twotall pointed arched w ndows, above which are
two simlar louvred openings with a stone string course at the spring line level. An
octagonal spire originally finished the tower.

The northern facade features pointed arched w ndows separated by single buttresses
running the length of this facade, interrupted by a gable penetratedby aroundel
centrally located on the facade. The clerestory was rebuilt with siirple vertical
boarding after afire i n 1963 destroyed the roof.

The interior i s domnated by a narble, onyx and al abaster altar by Peter Paul Fugin
which isintricately sculpted. The central arched tabernacle has a carved tynpanuma-
bove. Asimlarly carved cap above forns the throne for the monstrance, above whichi s
an archwith cinque foil cusping. Flying buttresses toeither side anda central crock-
eted gable amd the nunerous pinnacles are all richly wought. The reredos i s divided
into twoset of three panels depicting the curcifixion andthe AlSion of the Sacred
Heart.

The chancel israised andset within a deep pointed archwith amarble tile floor and

a plaster ceiling replacing the earlier black wal nut trusses destroyed by fire. The

sane i s true for the nave and aisle roofs, although the side chapel retains its diagonal

wal nut trusses ornanented with quatrefoil, hexafoil andoctafoil Gothic traceiy. The

bl ack wal nut galleries and pews remain intact while clustered coluns andpilasters nodul ate
the interior space within seven pointed arches.

Atwostory stone andtanbrick wing tothe south of the church on Sixth Street was in-
tended to serve as a study and crypt for Mnsignor 0'Brien,the first Pastor. Its first
floor of randomcoursed Sonerville bl uestone ashlar i s pierced by pointed arched openings

enfraned i nsnooth stone trim
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#7 Description/ A stone coursingrises into agable tothe north penetrating the

second story of tan brick which features pointed arched openings trinmmed by two

courses of headers. Theeasternedge of the building curves smoothly tojointhe
northern facade, with round arched corbeling at theroofline.

Attached to this structure i s the 1885 Rectory, a four-story, four-bay pressed
brick building with arock faced stone foundation. Thefront (eastern) facade' s
round arched recessed entrance features paired doors, sidelights and fanlight.
Brownstone trimechoes the arch andiscarried i nasmaller round arched opening
to the north. Flankingthese openings are projecting bays of paired flat arched

w ndows with edged brick trimbelow the sills and segmental arched browstone trim
above with edged brick infilling the typanuns. Browstone coursingwith edged
brick trimwaps around the building fromthe [intel [evel of the flat arched
openings onthe first and second floors, with anintricate corbeledatop the third
floor Tevel. Slightlyprojecting pedinmented gable<* at the two outside bays break
the corbel ed cornice which finished the building. Thesouthern facade is simlarly
detailed with chimeys replacing the gables notedearlier.

Abrick wall enclosed the comer between the Rectory and the Sacred Heart School
and Convent. Built in 1902, this building i safour story, nine bay red pressed
brick structure with brownstone trim Three sets of paired flat arched openings
flank' the recessed center entrance above which are triple openings set between a
brownstone framngwth triple openings above topped by a round arched brick panel .
Sinple brick voussoirs and raised brick keystones top each pair of wndovi/s, vdiile a
corbel ed brick cornice tops the third and fourth floors.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_X_ religion

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 X-ai'ctiitecture __X_ education military B social/

1700-1799 X-art . engineering music humanitarian

1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)

i f A i A A A nn i : '
Soecific dates 1%2 (é:hool); y1885(Rect%rysier/Archltect P. W. Ford (Church)_, others  unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Sacred Heart Church conplex possesses integrity of location, design,setting,materials
and workmanship and is significant both for the quality of its architectural design and

for its associations with immigrant populations.

The Sacred Heart Parish was otiginally .organized as Saint John the Evangelist Parish in
1842. As the first Catholic'Church in Cambridge, it served the growing immigrant pop-

ulation working for East Cambridge industries. The original church, located on Fourth

Street, was dedicated in 1842 with President John Tyler and Massachusetts Governor John
Davis'in attendance.' Sel-ving as the mother church for Cambridge and Somerville it grew
rapidly despite the setting off of two other local parishes in 1867 and 1870.

When Monsignor John O'Brien assumed the pastorage of St. John's in 1873, he began a drive
to build a new, larger church and obtained the land on the comer of Sixth and Otis Streets,
Although work began in 1874, it was nine years before the church wes consecrated. |t wes
at this time that the parish was renamed Sacred Heart.

The architect for the church was PW. Ford (1848-1900), an Irishman who emigrated to the
United States in 1866. Ford had worked with P.C. Keeley, a prolific church architect based
m Brooklyn, supervising the execution of Keeley's Holy Cross College in Vtorcester.
Ultimately, Ford is known to have designed almost thirty churches, with Sacred Heart one
of his earliest works. This design shows a strong reliance on Keeley's works, especially
in thp heavy buttresses and prominent tower.

Perhgps the mogt significant aspect of the church is the elaborate altar executed by Peter
Paul .Pugin, son of AW. N. Pugin. Inported from Cheltenham, England, the altar is cited
in contenporary accounts as having "pronounced by conpetent judges (to be) second to none
in America "(itis ) the plentitude of magnificence --a masterpiece of humen art." The
stained glass done by John Hardman 8 Conpany of London and Birminghamwas unfortunately
destroyed in the 1963 fire.

As the Parish grew, the Rectory and School were added to the conplex filling out the entire
city block. Sacred Heart thus came to symbolize the role of the Catholic Church in the
nineteenth century: founded on the contributions of inpoverished immigrants, embellished
with the richest fixtures available, and providing religion, education and cultural advance-
met in an architecturally unified complex at the heart of a working class neighborhood.
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9. Major Blbllographlcal Re rences

*The Gan’orldge Chr oni cle V. 42, #2169. w
49% g;;eq;b oM SSi on Survey Arc tect tory I n Canbridge, Report 1:
({ [l on . T. Press, 1965 ran cale. . ,1:240
F9PUAN, "2 SA gﬁfuc Historical, and Pictorial Accatnt Of tie Cat holT e Lhurch of
k\Qﬁi""rFFlia@quPﬁElS—Boyton and Port | and: =1 Tuct'ratod Publ i ohi ng Gonpany, 1805
1Qt0 GO GlaPp hicab Data n |
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
cL,uUu 112.1. 1111ttt nril Ji- I . L] ..
J L J L J L J
Gl el L I LU || oo o

Verbal boundary description and justification
The Church, Rectory and School and Convent are located in the block bounded by Otis
(north). Sixth (east), Thomdike (south) and Seventh (west) Streets in East Cambridge.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state oode county oode

11. Form Prepared By

Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator with
nanefile Patricia J. Casler. Assistant Director, Cambridge Historical Commisson

oganization Massachusetts Historical Commisson date March. 1980
dredt & numbe 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470
dty or fovn  Boston, dae Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth bvih(e Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

ExecutiA/le Director

title Pij MAAALAN ] piAAALAAAAA date
For HCRS use only "Ai
# 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
date
Keeper of the National Register
date

* Attest:  Yanjul Jmimji
{Chief of Registration v A T ATy e see MAGNNL AL

- @
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#9 Maj or Bibliographical References/Floyd, Margaret Henderson (editor). Sacred Heart
Church. Tufts Col | ege, 1979.

Centennial: Sacred Heart Parish, East Canbridge; 1842-1942. Np., 1942
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OF PROPERTY 5ac. tfe~t CkiAMA., jedcnu, ~J”J ((Ahily STATE .

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomnation formis being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below REATE RETURNTHS RKBMWENTHE NOMINATI ON
| S RESBMITTED

Descri ption:

8 statenent of Significance:

Bi bl i ography;
10 Ceographical Data — Acreage:
UM Ref er ence(’s)
Verbal Boundary Description:

12 Certification:
Phot ographi ¢ Qover age:

Np Qoverage;

Other:  (jy\]y\l.Lmn u;&retuef/M™  pMA-fg-S  Qf a\lu™  \Ue SckoA™  conycr)ie J],]<,—

Anmpla U)i(l hp ap”ri oi a rdliijiu  re®oarce Atea fivi/ [/~ <MNMNIMN is PomAl/t]cMind

jjuestions concerning this nomination may be directed to idncK Anivu?

on the National Register staff, telephone 37?- (sHOI
Thank you for your attention tothe above itens. AN
Nenh-J'IA"Bhyr A Dat e: AL

Chief. Branch of Regi”stration

W».i*n*"A C*-~*_-Ar. n-v..~—J i AC J.t- »



FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION E  Camb [ID2
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston ' '

I Tomn Cambri dp
Address Si xth & Thorndi ke Streets

Nane Sacred Heart Church, School and
Rectory, and Conven

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") Present use religious

Staple to left side of form
Photo number //Q/ -fA/»

/[1ol-.1SA Present owner Ronan Catholic Archdi oces
of Boston, Corp.

3. Description:
Church: 1874-1883), Rectory:1885
Date School and Convent: 1902.

Source church and deed records
Style Medieval Gothic/Panelled Brick
It Architect P.W. Ford
Exterior wall fabric stone and brick

Outbuildings (describe)

y-A yyy - Ayy

y | Other features well-integrated grouping
yzyAéyy of church buildings combining
AT features from both the Medieval and
more contemporary styles.
Ly Altered No Date
A;y-AA: Moved No Date
5, Lot size:
One acre or less Over one acre XX
’;;""" . R » Approximate frontage 200 feet
Approximate distance of building from street
oy 0 feet

oLi
6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

if—r Organization Cambridg-e Historical Comm.

n Date 1964
Jivl . L.

a SPRING

iM-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) S+. John thP Kvanpelist Parish
Original use rrefi“"ious
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  Rame

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion ‘ XX
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement Invention

Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development XX Political Transportation

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Sacred Heart Parish wasoriginal organized
as Saint John the Evangelist Parish i n1842. As t he ™ -e
first Catholic Church i nCanmbridge, i tservedthe
growing immgrant popul ationworking for East Canbridge
industries. The Sacred Heart Church, designed by PW
Ford, features anelaborate altar executed by Peter
Paul Pugin, sonof AWN Pugin.

As thejl*ish grew, t heRectory and School were added
to thecomplex, filling the entire city block. Relying -
on thecontributions of improverished inmigrants,the
conplex, rich ornamentation symbolized itsrole as the
center of culture, education and social improvement
for this working class neighborhood.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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Continuation sheet Iltem number

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area
State MA
Nomination/Type  of Review Date/Sgnature
31. Bottle House Block MV Keeper UM, /-7IJWIM Hfj a2n
Attest
3.2.  Buildin at 42 Edward J. Lopez A - Keeper i AJAN.. Li A
Avetue P Wi AP PITI™1I R RA 1 zw, aeg
Attest
33. East Cambridge Savings Bank v Ceeper [Amj~rft Am.1ut™.n9X

Attest

34. Hoyt, Benjamin, House Substantive Hevie. “Keeper f,)jn;,~fn [2MU/I AN A
Attest

"NSouses Corporation -N, deeper rjprArM AT W W AL
Attest
Q! Sacred Heart Church, Rectory, L, N A >

Scivaml and Comwesrit N NNAPAN H-lj-9
Attest

ee|7. Uni™n Railway Car Barn deeper (AIJKILXr A SN A AL13NIN
Attest

38.' B and B Chemi cal Conpany | »Ts«l S-Ei ~reVKeeper NJUANA AN N NN
Attest
Baker House SufisfantTve Hetew  DESHUGHL

DOE/OWNER OBJECTION

Attest

y . Beth Israel  “ynagogue - Keeper IAJUBC3NYI.I"y Uit U.ft?2J.

Attest
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St.f. county:
Federal Agency:

«|tin»d ttatas D«p»rtme«iit ¢! Vhm Interior
PLACES Matlonal Park Smnic*

ZZuyAlde | A~ A A Working No.  A[-[A-AA AKIAAA

nVt/Su.nr"**'
.i~c cEPT y*» VA

issi Action: RETURN.
resubmission NEIECT.
nomination by person or local government hotos:: A
owner objection photos::.
' maps.
jappeal
Substantive Revlewr: sample request ,  appeal NR decision

r

Reviewer's comments;

Recbm. ICiriteyia v
Reviewer
Discipline  fi-*cJj- /"y

see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below

1.

substantive

Name

Location

Classification

Owner of Property
Location of Legal Pescription

Representation in Existing Surveys

Pescription

. unarttrad
too* . ffu4n<.<
. urwipoMd

"
aummary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity

dates
boundary selection

reasons discussed below
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S. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

Justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
fhe resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

VwM >i —i«i| ac»citpll»w ama [inlllInlliii

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

AAAAAAAAAAAAA

MM* lac*i

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed . Date_ Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached aheet





















Please refer to the map Iin the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275
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