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[7,; DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
[~1 Excellent D Good

(Check One; 

Foir Q] Deterioroted f~l Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One; 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved (3g Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (!( known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lyon Hall is a Greek Revival frame structure and is basically square 
in form. There are three main chimneys, two rising on the interior of the 
east .wall and one rising at the center of the western half of the house. 
The hipped roof slopes up on all four sides to a low "quasi-cupola" with 
narrow horizontal windows which is topped by a. cast-ironwork railed belvedere. 
On the north side is a full height portico supported by six square Doric 
columns equally spaced across the width of the facade. The portico treat­ 
ment is the same on both floors with two windows flanking either side 
of the central doorway, which has sidelights and a transom; both levels 
have cast-ironwork railings. A one-story porch on the east side has three 
square wooden columns, a flat roof, and spans two of the five bays of the 
side. Balancing the latter wing is a one story, half-hip roofed extension 
on the west side.

Originally the rear porch on both floors, was recessed between small 
end rooms and supported by two columns in antis, the kitchen was attached 
to the rear of the house by a porch.

In plan the house has a wide central hall running from front to back 
in which the staircase rises to the second floor. Downstairs there 
are double parlors, the hall, a drawing room, dining room, office, silver 
closet, kitchen and bedroom, while upstairs there are four bedrooms, two 
dressing rooms and the hall in which the staircase ascends to the "quasi 
cupola" and on to the belvedere.

Changes to the house have not altered it greatly since it was built. 
The present porch on the east side replaced a more classic looking two 
story porch that had arched opening and decorative porch railings on both 
floors. At the rear the recessed porches and the breezeway to the kitchen 
have been enclosed. Interior changes have been limited to the installation 
of modern plumbing and electricity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally Lyon Hall is significant in that it is a blending 
of the massiveness of the Greek Revival, as evidenced by the portico 
colunnade, and the delicateness of the cast-ironwork so popular in ' 
the Gulf Coast area. In plan it shares several features in common
with Sturdivant Hall in Selma. j^o , on v^. - r^ \-. i -t-ym^-o^ - . . - , . • - - • .

George Gaines Lyon erected the home in 1853; he was a prominent 
lawyer, planter and sometime advisor to Governors. He held the office 
of sequestrator during the Civil War arid was one of the commissioners 
of the Confederate government. Governor John G. Shorter appointed him 
governor f s aide for West Alabama; later, he was a U. S. Circuit Court 
Commissioner and in 1875 became Commissioner of Immigration under 
Governor George S. Houston. Lyons was the grandnephew of George S. 
Gaines and General Edmund Pendleton Gaines; his wife was Anne Glover of 
the prominent "Black Belt" family. Today, the home is owned by Messrs. 
William and George Lamar, descendants of the builder.
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Lamar House
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February 28, J973DATE OF
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Deinopolis Public Library
4, IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

'west view, single storey, one room addition
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Northeast view, quasi-cupola
second story balcony
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•&ast view, columned side porch entrance


