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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The State Gazette of South Carolina, September 27, 1787 
described Edward Rutledge's House at 117 Broad Street, at the corner 
of Orange Street (then No;- 55 Broad Street), as "that well built 
elegant HOUSE," which had been constructed by a Mr. Miller. William 
Brotherhead's Book of the Signers (1861), has a sketch that shows 
the Edward Rutledge house to be a large wooden double house.

The Edward Rutledge house is a large two-story frame house 
over high basement with hipped roof. Almost square, the structure 
is five-bays wide and four-bays deep. A two-story porch supported 
by columns extends along the west side and around the south (or 
rear) elevation.

A central modillioned pediment with circular window rises from 
the main roof on the street (north) facade and covers the three 
center bays. This pediment is tied into the facade by means of 
consoles. Windows, adorned by exterior louvered shutters, are topped 
by cornices. The center doorway is now topped by a triangular 
pediment; the 1861 sketch show the same entranceway then surmounted 
by cornice. A two-story clapboard wing one-bay wide and one-bay 
deep and built on the main axis, was added to the east side of the 
house in the last quarter of the 19th-century. Except for the wing, 
the exterior of the house appears much as it did in the 1861 print.

A center hall extends about halfway through the house. To the 
right (or west) are two rooms each with its own fireplace. To the 
left of the house, in the northeast corner, is a stair hall contain­ 
ing a curved stairway. Behind this room is a large room, and the 
kitchen is located in a wing at the southeast (rear) corner. The 
interior woodwork appears to date from the 1880 T s and partition walls 
have been inserted to subdivide the large original rooms into smaller 
areas.

The structure is now used as a home for elderly women and is 
not generally open to visitors, although portions of the first floor 
may be visited upon request. There is a large garden area in the 
rear of the house.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ev-tnts, Etc.)

The residence in 1787 of Edward Rutledge, a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence for South Carolina, lawyer, politician , 
soldier, and governor of South Carolina. This is the only existing 
structure that can be associated with Edward Rutledge. Except for 
a wing, the exterior of the house is little-altered; the interior, 
however, has undergone considerable change.

Brief Sketch of the Life of Edward Rutledge, 1749-1800

Edward Rutledge was born November 23, 1749 either in Charlestown 
(now Charleston), or in Christ Church Parish, across the bay, South 
Carolina. The son of physician, he began the study of law at the 
Middle Temple in 1767 *,nd was admitted to the English bar in 1772. 
He returned to South Carolina in 1773 and began the practice of law 
in Charleston. In !1774 he married Henrietta Middleton, the daughter 
of the wealthy planter Henry Middleton. Rutledge had three children 
by this marriage.

Rutledge's public career began in July 1774, when he was elected 
a delegate to the First Continental Congress; he served in this 
body in 1775 and 1776. He was also a member of the first and second 
provincial congresses of South Carolina in 1775 and 1776. In 1776, 
as the leader of the South Carolina delegation, he staved off action 
on the resolutionifor independence for nearly a month, but on July 2, 
under' his influence, the South Carolina members voted for the 
Declaration. Rutledge favored a weak confederation of the colonies 
because he feared that the "low Cunning and those levelling Principles' 
of the New England States might prevail if a strong Federal government 
was established.

In November 1776 Rutledge left the Continental Congress and 
returned to Charleston to resume the practice of law. He also 
served as a captain of artillery in the South Carolina militia. 
In 1778 he was elected to the State House of Representative from 
Charleston and chosen by that body in 1779 to be a delegate to the 
Continental Congress. Rutledge, however, did not reach Philadelphia.
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8. Significance (1)

Carter-May Home 
(Edward Rutledge House)

He was in the battle at Beaufort, South Carolina, on February 3, 1779 
and was captured by the British at the fall of Charleston on May 12, 
1780. From 1780 to July 1781 he was a prisoner of war and held 
captive at St. Augustine, Florida. He was exchanged in the latter 
year and from 1782 to 1796 represented Charleston in the South Carolina 
House of Representatives as well as in the state conventions of 1788 
and 1790. He was successful in his law practice and added greatly to 
his property. His first wife died in April 1792 and in October of that 
year he married Mary (Shubrick) Eveleigh.

Rutledge was stiffly conservative and rarely conceded anything 
to the democratic elements in South Carolina. A Federalist, he was 
a presidential elector in 1788, 1792, and 1796. In 1796 and 1798 he 
was elected a state senator. In 1798 he was also elected governor of 
South Carolina. His health, however, was broken and he performed his 
duties carefully but in great physical distress. He died in Charleston 
on January 23, 1800 and was buried in the churchyard of St. Philip's 
Episcopal Church of that city.


