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< CONSTRUCTION DATE/SOURCE: NUMBER OF STORIES:

Q Probably mid-18th century/ CELLAR: W VYes

E Architectural evidence O No

EEE BUILDER: Possible a member of the Cadmus CHIMNEY FOUNDATION:

O Family. [J Stone Arch . ‘
D FORM/PLAN TYPE: @ Brick Arch, Stone Foundation

wl Type "A", 2 door, 2 room with a fireplace [] Other

0 on each gable end (33'6" x 20'3"), with a

1901 stone and frame addition to the east. FLOOR JOISTS:
6" x 10%" @ 31-35" apart.with
10-11" wide floor boards.

FRAMING SYSTEM: FIRST FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT:
Intermediate Summer Beam 7'o"
[J Intermediate Bearing Wall FIRST FLOOR WALL THICKNESS:
B Clear Span 22"
3 other GARRET FLOOR JOISTS:
Not visible.

EXTERIOR WALL FABRIC: GARRET:

Well coursed sandstone with best work (O unfinished Space

on south front. B Finished Space

ROOF:

enlarged. (J Curb
O Other

ENTRANCE LOCATION/TYPE: EAVE TREATMENT:
‘Most likely had two twin doors. Sweeping Overhang

Existing door is 36" x 6'8". Supported Overhang (Front)
(] No Overhang
Boxed Gutter (Rear)
[J other

This house, while having been altered through the years, still retains a
sufficient amount of its original fabric that it should be recognized
and retained. We are therefore including it for its architectural
significance, for its association with the exploration and settlement of
the Bergen County area, and for its remaining historic fabric. As such,
it is included in the Thematic Nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places for the Early Stone Houses of Bergen County, New Jersey.

| | FENESTRATION: | B Gable
l 32" x 62" sash (2/2) and may have been [ Gambrel .




BERGEN COUNTY STONE HOUSE SURVEY

HISTORIC NAME:

LOCATION:

.Van Houten-Hillman House

891 River Road, Elmwood Park
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History of the | | er

VAN HOUTEN-HILLMAN HOUSE
Elmwood Park, N. J.
by Reginald McMahon

‘This historic house is located at 891 River Drive on the corner .

of Garden Drive in Elmwood Park, New Jersey. -The facade faces south
as many old homes do and its west gable end overlooks the colonial

road that is River- Drive which runs along the east bank of the Passaic

River. An architectural study will determine whether the structure
was built in colonlal days or if it is a "second generatlon" dwelllnv
erected after the Revolutionary War. '

Built of stone, the home is situated in the locality once known
as "Slotterdam" which stretched along the east bank of the Passaic
from Garfield north to Fair Lawn.. The origin of the name has been &
matter of conjecture among local historians of the past, present -
and likely the futmre.:L However, the—land‘on which the house stands

first came within the bounds of Essex County but by the early 1700's

it was part of Bergen County's Township of Saddle River. In later

years this section of Slotterdam was known. as Dundee Lake, then East

Paterson and, finally, Elmwood Park,

The Van Houten family may have been the first of the Dutch set~
tlers to occupy the property where the house stands but land titles
are obscure in colonial times due to absence of recorded deeds. ‘
There are, howver, undocumented statements which may or may not be
true concerning the first purchase. _

The progenitor of the Van Houten family in our area was Roelof

Cornelissen who came from the small village of Houten in the HNether-- -

lands in about the year 1638. In later years, some of his children

took the surname Van Houten. His eldest son, Helmig, usually went

by the name of Helmig Roelofse and it was he who is said to have pur-

a
chased the land at Slotterdam in the late 1600's. He had many child-=
ren including son Cornelius.

In any event, it was Cornelius' son, John C. Van Houten, who is

the first member of the family who can be documented and knowvn for

certain to have lived on the property. The land was owned in common

with brother Helmig (2), althouvh the latter apparently dwd not re-
side here.3
John C. Van Houten was born March 25, 1714, the eldest son of
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Cornelius and his wife, the former Aagtje Vreeland. He married at
the -age of twenty-eight to Jannetje Doremus, daughter of Cornelius.
Doremus at Acquackanonk (Passaic) on December 9, 1742, According
to the church records, both were born and living at Acquackanonk at
that time.'t When they began homesteading across the river in Slot-
terdam is unknov

The 1778 tax record for the Tovnship of Saddle River, the first
extant, reveals that John was assessed for 150 acres of improved
~ land, 1 horse, 10 cattle, and 9 hogs. Living with him at "Slotterdam
were two sons, Cornelius and Henry. Nearby neighbors were John
Cadnus on Van houten's north boundary and Phillip Van Bussum to the
south. s

When the British invaded Bergen County in i776 during the Revo-
lutionary War, they pursued Washington's Army to the Passaic River.
Enemy troops encamped at Slotterdam and raided the farms of Van Hou-
ten, Cadmus, Post and Van Bussum. "Liberated" from the homestead of
Van Houten was a wagon belonging to son Cornelius which was valued at
17 shillings and 9 pence.6 :

John C, Van Houten did not live to see the final outcome of the
American Revolution for he died on April 29, 1781 at the age of
sixty-seven.7 He left no will but heirs to the property were his two
~sons, Cornelius J., and Henry J. as well as his nephew Cornelius H,.,

- the son of John's deceased brother Helmig. On June 25, 1781, the
heirs came to an agreement and the house tract was released by deed
to Cornelius J, Van Houten. The property then consisted of 160 acres
and stretched between the Passaic and Saddle Rivers. ©

Cornelius John Van Houten was born March 25, 1744 and was thirty-
seven years of age when he acquired the property in his own name.

He had married Helena, daughter of Johannes Van houten of Pompton and
relitives of the Van Houtens of Slotterdam. The couple had many
children including a set of twins.q A1l were raised on the Slotter~
dam farm, | e

- In 1782, Cornelius mortgaged 50 acres of land on the eastern end
of his farm along the Saddle River for the sum of 92 pouncls.'o Ve can
only-speculate about his need for money at that time but it possibl¥
may have been used to build a new dwelling or the reconstruction of
his father's old house. By 1786, Corneiius was taxed for 150 acres,
I, horses, 6 cattle, and one slave.11
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The farm was enlarged on May 7, 1791 when Cornelius purchased
106 acres on his south boundary for the sum of 600 pounas, New York
currenCJ. * The tax record of 1791 reflected the increase and Cor-
nelius was assexsewior 100 acres of »mproved (cultlvated) land and e
100 acres described as ‘uninmproved. B '

At the age of eighty, Cornellus J. Van houben died on Vovenber
23, 1824. On Jamuary first of the following year, an inventory was
made of his personal estate which amounted to $783.33. More than
" half of the total was credited to the ownership of three slaves
whose combined value was $450., Other items on the inventory -worth
noting werz a loom and spinning wheel and one "lot of books". It is
also revealed that he had sheep as well as cattle and that some of
the crops which grew on the Slottefdam farm were‘rye;‘corn, oats, hay,
buckwheat, and flax. It is interesting to note that an .appraiser of
the estate was Andrew C, Cadmus who would ovm the homestead in the not
too distant future.” '

The will of Cornelius J. Van Houten was probated January 18, 1825
and had been drawn some eight years previovsly. Wife Helena, who would
follow him to the grave eight years later, was given her husband's
personal estate and their two daughters received @500 each. Two sons,
Helmig C. and Henry C. received property but the bul of the Slotterdan
farm went to two other sons, John C, and Peter C, The latter received
that vortion whﬁcq his father had purchased in 1791 but it was now re-
duced to 80 acreo. (It would later be acquired by brother Henry). |

The eldest son, John Cornelius Van Houten (2) was bequeathed the
homestead farm to the north and where the present house stands. It
also contained 80 acres at this time. He was also devised ten acres
of woodland. It may be of interest that the eastern boundary of the
farm was then known as the "Stone Hole".'” _

Jonn C. Van Houten was born June 18, 1771 and was fifty-three when
the house legally became his. He had married at &cquxckanonk“gn
Januarary 22, 1797, to Antje Post, daughter of Adrian J. Post.. Zven
before marriage, John was sharing the tax burden with his zatqer and
by 1320 was assessed for ovning a slave;q He and his household of
three other persons, unidentified, are listed in the Federal Census
of 1830. 0f the two, one was likely his w1fe, Ant je,. and the other '
his aged mother llelena, to judge by the age groupings blven in this

census, a0
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At the age of 61 years, 10 months, and 11 days, John C, Van
Houten died on April 29, 1833 and was buried in the Acquackanonk
Church Cemetery.a'Pe left a personal estate valued at $1462.15% but
.failed to leave a W111.a& , : : : .

His surviving helrs were two daughters: Carollne, w1fe of John
A, Cadmus, and Ellen who had married Andrew C. Cadmus. Andrew becane
administrator of the personal estate which was settled between the
two families,>® ‘ o

Since John and Caroline had settled in upstate New York, they sold -
their right in the homestead toAwpRew and Ellen Cadmus on May. 29, 1833
for {$2000. The property remained the: same as it had been inherited
earlier by John C, Van Houten in 1825. . :

Andrew C, Cadmus was a descendant of the ;amlly who were the
ndthern neighbors of the Van Houtens in Slotterdam for generations.
Andrew was born in 1803 and wife Ellen Van Houten was two years his
junior. They remained on the farm for over thfee decades.

The Federal census of 1850 recorded the'Cadmus‘household at that
time: 2 , :

Andrew C, Cadrus age 57. Farmer. Value of real estate=§$20,600; === =

personal estate $2500, Born New Jersey I

Ellen Cadmus age 55. Born New Jersey.

(Children) : A
Cornelius Ladwus age 15. Born Hew Jersey. (Probably named for
his paternal grandfather although his maternal grandfather car-
ried the same nane, :

Bllen Cadmus age 11, Born New Jersey and ~attends school.
(Provably named for her rmother).

(Employees)
Thomas Sisco age O, Black. Farm Laborer.

Francis Sisco age 1L. Black.
Isabella Sisco age 80. Black.

In i8 G construction began on Dundee Dam on the Passaic River
which formed Dundee Lzke and likely flooded much of the Cadnus water—
front propertiy. The name eventually supplanted Slotterdam as the
local designation of this area.

The Cadmus' sold the homestead in 1869; it has not been determined
vihere they resided afterwards., Ellen died Septenmber 25, 1877 at the '
aze of 71 years, 3 months and 13 days and husband Andrew on March 1k,
1834 after a life of 80 years, 6 months and 21 days. Both were bur-
ied in the Acquackanonk Churchyard. °
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The new owvner of the homestead, which was purchased on October
9, 1869, was Maria Louisa Brooks and her husband Clarence Brooks of
the Tovmshiv of Acquackanonk in Passaic County. Title was invested
in the wife's name. The farmstead still consisted of 80 acres and
the consideration was $3000. It is of interest to note that the
north boundary was now ovmed by the "hewrs o* David Cadrus" and the
south line was that of Henry C. Van douten, brother of John C. who
died in 1833, In the following year, 1870 Mrs. Brooks purchased the
latter farm fron Van J’rlomzemé"s ' : .

The United States Census of 1870 recorded the Brooks family in
the Tcwnship of Saddle River: > )

Clarence Brooks, age 44 and born in New York, was a "varnish
manufacturer', Real estate was valued at $4400 and personal
property at $5000.

Maria Brooks, age 44 and born in New York. "Keeps House".

Ella L. Brooks, age 12 and born in New York.

Viarren W, Brooks age 6 and born in New York.

Sarah Brooks, age 19 and born in New York.

anthony Vreeland, age 60, born in New Jersey. Black, "Farm

Laborer" S —

The house is noted as "C. Brooks in the 1876 "Atlas of Bergen
County". =0

By 1837 the Brooks family had returned to New York City and on
October 19th of that year, the parents gave title to their twenty-
three year old son, Vlarren V. Brooks. The deed conveyed several
properties including the adjacent farm to the south formerly owned by
Henry C. Van ﬁouten.sibxactly one year later, in 1888, Warren Brooks
and “"Lizze" (Elizabeth)his wife sold that portion of the property M

which included the old homestead.

The next owvner of the former Van Houten premises was Herman'
Hillman. At the time of purchase, October 19, 1888, he was a resident
of the"Towvn of Riverside in the County of Passaic'". He bought the
house and fifty acres of land for the sum of- éSOOO.BA

In 1901 he rebuilt the house, chiefly by the addltlon of a new
wing, marked by a dated cornerstone, and remodeled the interior of
the older home. It was long knovn in the area as the Hillman farm-
house and the tract with numerous outbuildings is recorded as that
of "Hillman & Son'" on a 1913 map.33

Herman Hillman died on May 13, 1940 at Orlando, Florlda. By will



6

34
he devised the farm to his youngest son, Fred C. Hillman. There
have been subsequent title changes and the house is now owned and
occupied by Herman Hillman's great-grandson.

Reginald McMahon
River Edge, N. J.
March 1979

NOTES

1. Also spelled Slooterdam and Slaughterdam.

2. VW, Nelson and C. A, Shriner, "History of Paterson and Its
Environs" (N.Y., 1920) 3 Vols., Vol. II, p. 50-61, See also
"Descendants of Roelof Van Houten'" by H. S. Ackerman (Ridge-
wood, 1945), genealogy #2. The latter work specifies the date
as November 2, 1696. It must be emphasized that the deed was
not recorded and therefore unavailable for evaluation., It is
possible, however, that the original or a copy was once in a
private collection and, hopefully, may someday surface again.

3. See notes 5 and 8.
4, Nelson; Ackeiman, genealogy #4-23; Acquackanonk Church Records.

5. Saddle River Towmship Tax Assessement Records, microfilm,
Bergen County Historical Society Collections, Johnson Library,
Hackensack., - ’

6. Helson, Vol. I, p. 215.

7. Ackerman, genealogy #4-23.

8. Deed Book F, p. 19, Bergen County Courthouse.
9

. TNelson, V. II, p. 50-61; Ackerman, genealogy #5-81. Conelius'
middle initial "J" is sometimes given as ﬁI" in the o0ld manner.

10. Hortgage Book C, p. 184, Bergen County Courthouse.
11, Tax Record. '

12. Deed Book F, p. 327; HMortgage Book B, p. 95, Bergen County Court-
: house. , :

13, Tax Record.

14. Ackernan, genealogy #5-81.

15. Inventory Book D, p. 330, Bergen County Courthouse.

16, Will Book C, p. 72, Bergen County Courthouse.

17. Ibid. ~

18. “Ackerman, genealogy i#6-211,

19. Tax Record. _ ' A _ |
20. Census Records, microfilm, Johnson Library, Hackencack.,
21. Ackerman, geneology #6-211,
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Inventory Bookx D, p. 324, Bergen County Courthouse.

Surrogate records, Releases and Discharges, Book A, p. L9,
Bergen County Courthouse.

Deed Book K3, p. 156, Bergen County Courthouse.
Census Records. ' ’

Acquackanonk Church Records,

Deed Book M7, p. 357, Bergen County Courthouse. On the same date
Brooks acquired other property from Cadmus for $2200. The lands
did not adjoin the homestead and some were meadow lots near
Berry's Creek in the Township of Union. Deed M7, p. >71.

Deed Book T7, p. 532, Bergen County Courthouse.
1870 Census Record.

A, H, Walker, "Atlas of Bergen County, 1776-1876" (Reading, Pa.,
1876), P. 133 ,

Deed Book Hi2, p. 158, Bergen County Courthouse.
Deed Book 012, p. 331, Bergen County Courthouse.

G. W. and W. S. Bromley, "Atlas of Bergen County" (Phlla.,
1912-13) 2 Vols,

Will Book 141, p. 51, Bergen County Courthouse. ‘
It may be of interest thet Herman Hillmen fought against pollution
of the Passaic River, In 1915 he won a suit against the City of
Paterson for '"discharging into the Passaic River through its
sewerage system, sewerage and other polluting matters" above the
homestead. He was awarded over #3000 in damages and an agreement
that pollution would cease by 1917. See Deed Book 915, p. 652,
Bergen County Courthouse. '
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