FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

RLASSACHUSETTS HIbTORICAL COMMISSION 116-L-36
Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Boston

1 Town W or cester
Address 16 William Street
Marcus Hobbs House
Name
Present use residence

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form .
Photo number ' GeUlirililaa Jaxiula
Present owner 6521". S. Washtenaw St.
Chicago, 111. 60629

3. Description:
Date 161j.9
Le.loll "A . Source  Albert Waite Papers

LI VA
SANZ-. N e eANZ UYYY-. e o Wi gtyle Greek Revival/ltalianate

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location ,.' "™ "' Architect UOlmown *» .
in relation to nearest'cross .streets and"-; . , .
‘other buildings. Indicate'north. ' * ' Exterior wall fabric' ANAMPAAN**

Outbuildings (describe) POne
Othe features porch, arched
window in gabla, comer pilastejirs.

paired brackets

porch extended ca.l870
Altered brackets Dae (?
added (?)

' Moved * A'sded¥Br s BbBEIGZ,A%p'*'?;é
'‘OTM'. '5. Lotgze Lot ij.8 1].Ip.7 sq.ft.

e e . ' * One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage » 50’

Approximate distance of building from street
10»

6. Recorded by "~ .R. Pfeiffer
Organizaetion ~gV“* Heritage Pres. Soc
Date April 1979

(over)

n\'_n ..sin



7. Original owner (if known) Marcus Hobbs
Origiaal use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same

8. Themes (check as .many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce . Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

...The Marcus Hobbs House i s a two-storey frane house with a side-hall
fioor plan. The building' s gabled facade has a Doric porch (1st storey),
oef er-sized w ndows (I st storeyz, conmer pilasters, and an arched w ndow
in thegable. Apparent alterations tothehouse (ca,l870) includethe
extension of theoriginal porch around the building' s west side, paired
brackets at thecornice, cornice dentils and, perhaps, thegable w ndow
Currently undergoing restoration, thehouse renains unaltered fromca,| 870.

The Hobbs House i s | ocated | nan area whi ch was devel oped primarily by
carpenters fromthelate iSi0 until themd-18703. Located at theeastem
end of Bowdoin, WIlliam and John Streets, this area has been fragmented
by nodem hi ghway and Eta)rkl ng-l ot construction, |eaving few exanpl es of
othe earlier use.” The Hobbs House was built i n1849 by Marcus Hobbs, a
carpenter, who occupied theproperty froml8ij.9 until 1861 when he sol d
the house to Silas Batchellor, also a carpenter. I nthel860s the property
changed hands several tinmes until itwas sold to Edward Ham | ton, a nusic
teacher, assistant treasurer of the Viorcester Coxmiy Institution for
Savings and founder of theMzart Society in Wrcester. Followng Ham| -
ton's death i n1870, theproperty was sold to John F. Adans, who sold of f
the rear portion of thelot to nr%/ Pal mer (a builder) i nl873. Adans
seens |ikely tohave renodel ed t he house slightly, addi ng_ | t's present
Victorian features. Adans and hi s heirs retained owiership of the house
well into thetwentieth century. I nitspresent good condition, thB >
Hobbs House i s an excel | ent exanpl e of m d-nineteenth century, mddl e**
cl ass housi ng.

10. Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early naps, etc.)

City atlases and directories
Al bert Vite Papers, Box 9
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



