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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Patterson Law Office, situated north of the courthouse square
in Central City, Nebraska, is a one story, false-fronted building with
gable roof. This fine, frame 19th century commercial building rests
on a stone foundation and exhibits Greek Revival elements in the door,
window:/, pilaster’ and cornice detailing. Some damaged exterior
siding has been removed and is being stored. Upon close examination
of the "false-front", one can faintly see the lettering "John Patterson
Law Office." The interior of the building contains two rooms, two
deep, lined with wainscot paneling. Restoration of the building is
planned by the Lone Tree Literary Soclety, who will use the facility
as a library/reading room in honor of Central City native and author
Wright Morris. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John Patterson, a native of Ireland, came to Nebraska in 1872
after receiving his Bachelor of Laws degreé at the University of
Wisconsin. He established his residence at Lone Tree (now Central
City), Nebraska and became a pioneer member of the bar in that section
of the state. Patterson built a large law practice in Merrick County
and became a well-known trial lawyer and forceful public speaker.

He played a very significant role in the civic, material development
and progress of Central City and Merrick County. Politically,
Patterson served as county superintendent of schools and county
attorney. Two of his sons were later associated with him in his
law practice.

Architecturally, the building is significant as one of the
earliest known frame commercial buildings still extant in Nebraska.
Built ca. 1872, this structure predates the majority of our 19th
century commercial buildings by nearly 20 years. The simple
detailing and the street-scale proportions make the Patterson office
a fine example of this architectural era.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
East 33 feet of the West 99 feet of Lot 5, Block 5, County addition to
Lone Tree, now Central City.
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