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1. Exterior of Main Building: Huddleston House is a 3 story 12
void regular brick gabled tavern with attached 2 story gabled
kitchen ell of brick. The principal elevation faces the
National Road. Two doors in the basement story provide access
from the road front. The tavern site slopes from south to north
toward the National Road. The building is 2 stories high on
the rear elevation. The rear elevation is crossed by a one story
veranda. It opens into an inn court yard. The kitchen ell of 2
stories has a semi-free standing outside brick chimney which
rises above the roofline of the main block. It services a

light small paned glass. The house may have had blinds. but

no trace of the same can now be found. Door and window trim is
simple and dignified, of no particular order.

2. Interior of Main Building: The basement story(which receives
light from the north only) consists of 2 rooms separated by an
enclosed stairway leading to the second floor. The two rooms
appear to have been a tap room(to the west) and a parlour. No
original bar hardware remains. The second story consists of a
guest's parlour and common room(to the west) separated by the
stairway. Both rooms have excellent Grecian style columnar
mantels and window and door trim to match. The third floor and
garret are sleeping cubicles. The kitchen is simple and
contains no outstandlng features other than the 69 foot wide
fireplace used for food preparation.

3. Dependencies: Huddleston House is.one of the few 19th century
Indiana road houses with any original dependencies remaining.
It is the only complete inn court yard left in Indiana. A one
story brick gabled milk house is southwest of the kitchen; a one
story brick smde house is south of the kitchen ell. Two barns
of braced frame construction sheathed with vertical board and
batten siding stand to the southeast of the main block. A one
story braced frame gabled carriage shed stands to the south of
the barns. The following diagram explans the inn court as it
now appears: Nat'l Road kBa I

Main
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

1. Architectural Significance: Huddleston House is the best
préservéd Indiana early 19th century inn. It is a fine
representative example of late Federal style commercial
construction in Indiana. The @épendences have somehow survived
130 years to form a group of superb inn outbuildings and a true
inn court. The main building is highly articulated and func-
tionally organized into sleeping, eating and recreational
areas. It is the best remaining example of the traditional
Anglo-American inn in Indiana, if not the Midwest. The simple
inn type of the Huddleston House was to be superceded by 1845
by the Rogers-=type hotel, such as Indianapolis' Bates House.
The interior detailing of the main block is well-coneeived and
charactertistic of the late 1830's.

2. Historical Significance: Huddleston House was built by
Jonathan Huddleston between 1838 and 1840. It was a business
venture put up by one of the original proprletGIS«of nearby
Dublin. Huddleston was a businessman and inn-keeper in Dublin.
The Huddleston House catered to drovers, immigrants and com-
mercial travelers. It was located outside Dublin because it
required a large yard for livestock and immigrant wagons.
The Huddleston House was sold to Levi Burkett in 1847, later
reconeveyd to Solomon Huddleston in 1854. Solomon passed the
house to John Huddleston in 1860. It was operated as an inn
long after most National Road inns had closed. It was closed
before the turn of the century, and sold out of the family in
1934. It was re-opened just before Word War II as a restaur-
ant, and remained open until 1963, when(ourchased by Historic
Landmargg Foundation of Indiana,Inc. (It is now undergoing ¢
restoration by Historic Landmarks Foundation. S
1
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