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f%nﬁginal structure or basement was built in 1854. Its dimensions

are 115 x 50 feet. Basement 20" - 24" stone. Ground floor 16"
rick. Second floor 12" brick. The third floor veranda dates
893. Edwin Manning was official supplier of supplies to the
Fort on the junction of the Raccoon River and Des Moines River.
It is felt that the design was borrowed from his trips down to
New Orleans, since it Tooks as though it were transplanted from
the south. The third floor is French Mansard, on two main facades.
Originally the roof boasted a Captains walk.
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'Fhe present Hotel Manning was operated as a general store and bank
from 1854_to 1893, then another floor was added and remodeled the
building into a hotel.®

“Edwin Manning first arrived in Iowa in 1837, stopping at the great

bend in the Dés Moines River, known as Rattlesnake or Horseshoe
Bend. ‘It was here he staked his claim and platted a new town, which
was to become Keosauqua. &It was at first named Des Moines. He felt
Iowa was his future so he returned East to settle his affairs and
then returned to Iowa in 1839, and built a log cabin store. This
store received $5,000.00 invoice of goods he had shipped from New
York by boat to here. From the banks of this Des Moines river town,
side wheelers operated for years into the Mississippi River and on
down to New Orleans. In 1842 while Iowa was still a territory he
built the first brick courthouse west of the Mississippi in
Keosauqua. It became a county seat in 1838. The three courthouse
buildings are the oldest structures of their kind in Iowa and they
are still in use.

There have been three owners - The Mannings, Bertha Myers, and Mr.
and Mrs. Edgar Miller. The three outside glass door panes etched
with M, have represented all the families. Two of the panes were
broken during the last flood, when a boat being rowed through the
lobby broke the panes. The Hotel has withstood four disastrous
floods - 1903, 1905, and two in 1947, one week apart. During the
last flood the water stood 32 inches on the first floor which
necessitated the Millers' and their guests to 1ive on the second
floor using boat taxi service from the fire escape.

In Keosauqua the first County Fair was held in 1842. First court
sentenced hanging took place at what is known as Hangman's Hollow.
Iowa Methodist Church built here in 1836.

The Hotel Manning is the on]y\ﬁg;el in Van Buren County. ,Not only
is the Hotel Manning a major tourist attraction, but it still serves
the county as a Hotel, restaurant, banquet rooms and meeting rooms.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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