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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

OAkLEY PLANTATION HOUSE HAS BEEN RESTORED AS
CLOSE TO THE ORIGINAL AS POSSIBLE. N T IS A THREE
STORY STRUCTURE EXPRESSING THE COLONIAL ARGHI| TECTURE
ADAPTED TO THE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION. |T PREDATES
THE REVIVAL OF SOUTHERN PLANTATION ARCHI TECTURE ,
WITH A TOUCH OF THE WEST INDIES REFLECTED IN ITS
JALOUSIED GALLERIES AND BEAUTIFUL SIMPLICITY. n

THE RESTORED HOUSE CONTAINS SEVENTEEN ROOMS
INCLUDING ENTRANCE AND STAIR HALLS, RESTROOMS, AND
CLOSETS. PRINCIPAL ROOMS ON THE GROUND FLOOR ARE
THE HUGE DINING ROOM AND LIBRARY. THE SECOND FLOOR
CONTAINS A LARGE LIVING AND MUSIC ROOM, THREE BED=~—
ROOMS, AND A STAIR HALL. THE THIRD FLOOR CONSISTS
OF FOUR BEDROOMS, CLOSETS, AND A LARGE STAIR HALL.
ACCESS TO THE FRONT AND REAR GALLERIES IS AFFORDABLE
ON ALL FLOORS.

\JHE GROUND FLOOR IS BUILT PRINCIPALLY OF PLAN-
TATION BRICK, INCLUDING THE MAIN SUPPORT COLUMNS.
THE BALANCE OF THE STRUCTURE IS OF CYPRESS FRAME
CONSTRUCTION, WITH VARIOUS OTHER WOODS BEING USED
IN THE FLOORING, JAMBS, SILLS DECORATION, ETC.
FRONT AND SIDE ENTRANCES LEAD TO THE LOVELY LAND=—
SCAPED GROUNDS. A REAR ENTRANCE LEADS TO THE
KITCHEN AND WEAVING ROOM WHICH IS HOUSED IN A
SMALL SEPARATE BUILDING THAT WAS RESTORED AROUND
THE ORIGINAL MASSIVE BRICK FIREPLACE .-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

OAKLEY PLANTATION HOUSE 1S LOCATED IN THE
AuobuBoN MeMorRI AL STATE Park IN WEST FELICIANA
PARi1sH. CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOUSE WAS STARTED N
1799 onN A SPANISH LAND GRANT BY RuUFFIN GRAY, A
SucceEssFuL PLANTER FROM NATCHEZ, MisSsissiPPI.

GRAY DIED BEFORE THE HOUSE WAS COMPLETED. His
wiDow Lucy ALSTON FINISHED THE HOUSE AND REMARRIED
JAMES PIRRIE 0OF SCOTLAND. PIRRIE THUS (NHERITED
OAkLEY AND THE Two GRAY CHILDREN, RUFFIN JR. AND
MarY ANN.

To THIS MARRIAGE A DAUGHTER ELIZA, WAS BORN
oN OcToBeEr 6, 1805 AT OAKLEY. THIS WAS THE YOUNG
LADY WHO INDIRECTLY INTRODUCED THE ASPIRING ARTIST
AND NATURALIST JoHN JAMES AUDUBON TO THE BEAUTIFUL
FELICIANAS. IN THE SPRING IT WAS CUSTOMARY FOR
THE PLANTERS FROM SURROUNDING PARISHES TO BRING
THEIR FAMILIES TOo NeEw ORLEANS FOR SOCIAL AND
CULTURAL PURPOSES. |T WAS ON SUCH AN OCCASION
IN THE SPRING OF 1821, THAT MRs. JAMEs PIRRIE
MET AuDuBON. AT THiIS TIME AUDUBON WAS IN DESPERATE
CIRCUMSTANCES AS HE WAS HARD PUT TRYING TO MAKE
A LIVING FOR HIMSELF AND HIS THIRTEEN YEAR OLD,
PUPIL ASSISTANT, JOHN MASON, BY GIVING DRAWING
LESSONS WHILE WORKING ON HIS MONUMENTAL BirDS oF
AMERICA.

MrRS. PIRRIE PERCEIVED THAT AUDUBON WAS OF A
CULTURED BACKGROUND, BEING SKILLED IN DANCE AND
LANGUAGE AS WELL AS ART. AND ACCORDINGLY ENGAGED
HIM TO JOURNEY TO OAKLEY AS A TUTOR TO Miss ELizA.

(ConT.)




| AUDUBON 8y StanLey CLissy ARTHUR; ANTE BELLUM ARCHITECTURE
By JoHN Desmonp; THE FELICIANS OF LOUISIANA BY Mrs. MIRIAM
Reep. LoutrstAnA cHAPTER DAR ARTICLE JANUARY 1953 gy

Mrs. L. L. STeErRLING; MuseuM NEws, SeEpT. 1960; FEDERAL
MANSIONS IN LOUISIANA By WM. W. WecLLs.

OVERDYKE, LouisiANA PLANTATION HoMES; J. WesLey Coorer, A
TreEASURY OF Louisiana PLANTATION HOMES (NATCHEZ, 1961) .

Harry Hansen (ED.), LouisianA, A GuiDE T0 THE STATE (NEW
York, 1971, REV.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service: ’I‘he recommended
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THE ARRANGEMENT REQUIRED THAT AUDUBON SPEND HALF
HIS TIME TEACHING DRAWING TO Miss ErLiza. He waAs
OTHERWISE FREE TO ROAM THE WOODS AND WORK ON HIS
PAINTINGS. FOR THIS AUDUBON WAS TO RECEIVE SIXTY
DOLLARS A MONTH PLUS ROOM AND BOARD FOR HIMSELF
AND YOUNG MASsoON.

Aupbuson ARRIVED AT OAkLEY June 18, 1821. Of
HIS FIRST IMPRESSION HE WROTE IN HIS JOURNAL:
"THE RICH MAGNOLIAS COVERED WITH FRAGRANT BLOSSOMS,
THE HOLLY, THE BEECH, THE TALL YELLOW POPLAR, THE
HILLY GROUND AND EVEN THE RED CLAY, ALL EXCITED MY
ADMIRATION." :

AupuBonN's sSTAY AT OAKLEY DID NOT LAST LONG.
On OcToBER THE 20t OF THE SAME YEAR HE SET SAJL
FoR NEw ORLEANS. ALTHOUGH HIS STAY LASTED ONLY
FOUR MONTHS, HE PAINTED THIRTY-=TWO OF HIS FAMOUS
BIRD PICTURES AND DEVELOPED A LOVE FOR THE BEAUTIFUL
WEST FELICIANA.

OAKLEY HOUSE CONTAINS MANY ANTIQUES OF THE
1790-1830 FEDERAL PER!IOD AS WELL AS EXAMPLES OF
AUDUBON'S PAINTINGS. IHE HOUSE. AND GROUNDS RECEIVE
HEAVY VISITATION BY LOUISIANA RESIDENTS, OUT OF
STATE VISITORS AND STUDENTS.
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