NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Parle Service

National Register of [Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete ttie National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1 Namp nf Prnpgrfy
historic name. The Bisbee Mill
other names/site number_

2. Location

street & number 66 East Street not for publication
city or town_ Chesterfield . vidinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Hampshire code 015 Zip code 01012

3 Statfi/Fftriftral Agenr.y CBrtiflcation

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this OTTomination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
eeets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide B-Wcally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.;

JSigmature M certifying official/Title Cara H. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.!
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Sftrvirft rffrtifir.atinn
her”y certify that this property is: Signature t\ the Keeper A Date of Action
[entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet. 3
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Bisbee
Name of Property

S niassifiratinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private JL building(s)
_ public-local __district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Ql/a

6. Funntinn nr Usft

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICIJI TURF/prfAr.Rssing/qrist mill
INDUSTRY/manufanturing facility/woodworking and

blaci<smith shop

7. Dfisnriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID 19'ACENTIJRY- utilitarian

Narrative Description

Hampshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
? .building
sites
structures
objects
A. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

JL

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION and CULTURE/musftiim

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone, concrete

walls woori/weatherhnarri
roof. asphalt shingle
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



NPS Form 110-MO-. OMB Approv.l No. 1024-(K)I$
(S-5«)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higtoric Places
Continuation Shet

Bisbee Mill
Section number 7 Page | Chesterfield (Hampshire), MA

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Geographic Setting

The Bisbee Mill isin therural hill town of Chesterfidld, awestem Massachusetts town located in
the foothillsof the Green Mountains. The Westfield River pesses through the town in a north-
south direction, and the Bisbee Mill islocated eedt of the river onthe west sde of the Deed
Branch-- atributary that joins the Westfield River just south of the Chesterfield-Huntington town
line. The Bisbee Mill is stuated inahamlet of Chesterfidld known as Bishees, southeest of the
town center.

Three roads meat inthe areg; Eagt Street isthe main road running in an eest-west direction. At its
west end, Sage Road forksoff in anorthwest direction. Toward the eest end of the hamlet, Eagt
Strect ismet by Bisbee Road, which runs perpendicular toit. Themill is on the north sde of Eagt
Strest about 1,000 feet west of the intersection with Bisbee Road a& 66 Eat Stireet. The 2-acre
property dso includes the foll owing resources associated with the evolution of the mill: a
millpond, one cand and aportion of a sacond feeder cand, adam site, the ca 1830 Fierce Com
Mill ste, and the ca 1761 Damon Mill site. Since 1997, the Chesterfield Historical Society hes
operated the property as amuseum.

The surrounding neighborhood, which ispotentiadly digible for listing inthe National Regider as
adidtrict, includes six houses assodiated with the Bisbee family and their tenants, all under
sgparate ownership from the mill itself: alumberyard that includes a 1946 former Bisbee sawmiill
building; a former Bisbee Brothers Lumber and Hardware Company building (now converted to
resdential use); aBisbee family dairy bam; and other mill-related features. Open soacein theform
of cultivated farmland, woodland, and wetlands surrounds the built environment of the hamlet of
Bidoees

The Deed Branch of the Westfield River flowsto the Bisbee Mill from the north and makes an
eegward tum behind the mill beforetuming south again and passing under Eagt Stret. On this
course, it traverses alow-lying wetland, aformer millpond areanortheest of the mill building, and

(continued)
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pess=es the dSte of a former dam.  Branching on the west from theriver are the filled-in remains of a
cand that carried water from the river to enter the mill onitswest sde. The mill is south facing
and isst into ahillside on itswest elevation, providing an on-grade entry on that Sde tothe
soond level of the three-leve building. A headrace located on the berm entersthe mill in this
area. Thefirst leve isfully exposed on the south, eet, and most of the north elevations.

Grass and wildflowers surround the mill building, and hardwood trees on the west and north shede
it. Theland dopes down to the eest and theriver.

Exterior Description

Themill building isacomposite of resdentid-scae formswith an additive appearance.
(Photograph No. 1) Two end-gabled sections, 2/4 gories in height, & two different heights (about
ahalf gory in height difference), arejoined a their gable ends [Please note that for condggtency,
the attic level isreferred to as the third level inthisnarrative description.] These

two sections form the main block of the building. The earlier of these sections datesto 1823 ad it
is 30' X 24'. Between 1855 and 1859 the sscond section, measuring 28' x 24", was added to it on
the eest. Both sections are post and beam congtruction. Foundations of the two sections were
originalyfieldstone,but those on the eest and south were rebuilt with poured concrete in 1995 and
thefiel dstonefoundations on the west were reinforced with concrete inthe 1970s

On the south devation afull-width, 12' x 58', two-gtory, shed-roof section (built in two phesssin
18388 and 1929) is atached (Photograph No. 1). Onthe northisasscond full-width addition of
two gories buih into the hill; constmcted in 1954, it messures 58' x 12' beneath a shed roof
(Photograph No. 2). The north addition has concrete foundations that creete acrawl space The
south addition hesfiel dstonefoundations thet have been reinforced with concrete. These north
and south additions are balloon-frame constmction, and exterior walls are clgpboard sded on the
south, and novelty sded on the north. The main block sections as they are exposed on eest ad
west are clgpboard sided. There isan interior brick chimney onthe eest end of the building that
rises without afoundation from the third level. There isametd vent for awood sove on the west
end. About 1950, abrick chimney on the west end wasremoved.

Fenedtration in the mill building is asymmetrical. Window sagh is 6/6 or 6-light fixed. There are
roughly nine bays on the south, six on the north, and four to five bays on east and west.
(Photograph Nos. 3 and 4) Onthe south, double diding doors on track open into the first level,

(continued)
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and two large diding doors on track open intothe second level. A sat of double leaf doorsand an
overheed door open to the second level on the west (Photograph No. 3), and there isa amdl
aocess door to the crawl goace on the north devation. The north addition aso contains a smdl
diding door onitsfirst-level eest end and ahinged door on to the second level. There isadiding
door on the sacond leve of the eest elevation above afirst-level door. The gable roofsof the center
s=ctions of the mill are covered with agphdt shingles, while the shed roofsof the north and south
additions are covered with mineral paper under black polyglass.

Interior Description

On the interior, the substantid equipment of three industrial processesand their products, two of
them water-powered, are distributed among the three levels, together with the power generating
equipment. The processes are those of a gristmill, awoodworking mill, and ablacksmith shop; for
power there is awater-driven turbine (not now operable) with shafting, gears and belting that
extend through the three stories of the mill's two center secfions. (Photograph Nos. 5, 6 and 7)

Thefirst levd of the mill [groundlevel on the south] is entered by dliding doors intothe 12' x 58'
south addition of 1888 and 1929. Inthe 12-foot-wide goace of this addition are aplaner, a knife
grinder, and an emary sone grindstone - al equipment from the mill's industrial past. Inthe 1855
section of the first level, acob grinder devator risesto the third level through an opening in the
intermediate floor. Inthe 1823 portion of the building isawhed pit that isfed by an iron penstock
that entersthe building onthe west.  The whed pitis approximately 8' degp and contains a 1919,
50-horsgpower McCormick type turbine manufactured by J. & W. Jolly, Inc. of Holyoke
(Photograph No. 5). There are no remains of the origina whed or tub whed that occupied the
whed pit. Wood and iron pulleys, shafting and belting are in place above the turbine
(Photograph No. 7). Wooden dairs a the et end of the 1823 section lead to the second level.
(Photograph No. 8)

The second level isan unpartitioned goecethat a itswest end contains whip butt-making
mechines, aca 1920 rip saw, and digplays of old tools from the mill's woodworking shop.
(Photograph No. 9) There isaca 1835 glassdded, horse-dravn hearseon display. (Photograph
No.10) Mid-way on the second level isthe gristmill equipment that extends from the first through
third levels passing through an opening inthe floor. (Photograph No. 11) Twolarge grinding

(continued)
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donesare located a floor leve inthe 1855 half of the building. Stairsrise to the third level.
(Photograph No. 8) There are afew remnants of the com mill's pre-1820 plaster walls on this
level.

Thethird level occurs only in thetwo earliest sections of the building, and the extent of each
building is clearly bounded by a center, clapboard-trimmed wall that was the eest end of the
origina 1823 mill building. Onthe west sde of the wall inthe 1823 saction is the woodworking
shop and the painting shop. (Photograph Nos. 12 and 13) There are in this section a 14' wood-
framed lathe, awood-framed jigsaw, and an 8-foot pinion machine for inserting gookesinto wagon
or buggy wheds. On the westemmog wall is awoodworking bench about 10' long. The
equipment isal powered by the belts that remain as they were when driven by the vertica turbine
in the whed pit.

On the south sde of thisroomisapaint mixing areawith abench and sorage compartments
where wagon paints were prepared, an old belt gorage dloset, and an upright tool closet. A wood
dove that heated thisroomislocated on itswest end, and theroom islit by two fixed, 6 light
windows in the gable end. Wood is stored on the tie beemsof the roof framing sysem and actsas
apatia ceiling to the room. Unlike most buildings of the early 19* century inwestem
Massachusdtts that ussd a common rafter sysem, the framingin the 1823 section ispurlin roof
with four pairs of principa raftersand aridgepole. There are two fixed, six-light windowsin the
geble of the attic of this section.

In the 1855 secfion a the third level isthe blacksmith shop. (Photograph No. 14) There isthe
chimney forge, an anvil, alathe, and the upper end of the cob grinder elevator. Benchesand a
table & north and south sides of this room contain blacksmithing tools and iron pieces forged here
in the past. Two windows inthe gable end light the room. This section of the building hes aroof
of four pairs of principal raftersconnected to a ridgepole.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are present on the mill property or in the gengrd area
(within one mile), dtes may be present. Environmental characterigtics of the property represent
svad locationa criteria (dope, drainage, and digance to wetlands) that are favorable indicators
for many types of prehistoric sites. The mill islocated on awell drained, level to moderatey

(continued)
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doping terrace of the Dead Branch River, atributary of the Westfield and Connecticut rivers. The
Deed Branch River is located immediately eest of the Bisbee Mill and roughly bisects the property.
Given the above information, known Native American settlement pattems in the Connecticut
Vdley uplands, the Sze of the property (2 acres), and issues of integrity associated with the
congtmction and demolition of a& least 3 mills, 2 millponds, 2 dams and numerous power cands, a
moderate potentia exigts for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the mill

property.

Historic archaeologica resources have been identified on the Bisbee Mill property and ahigh
potential exists for locating awide variety of additional resource types. Anaysisof documentary
sources combined with mapping of environmenta resources and mills enable us with reesonable
certainty to locate the dtes of the Damon sawmill (1761) and Fierce com mill on the nominated
property. Dead ressarch indicates the nominated parcd encompassesthe land neer theriver
included inthe 1820 and 1823 land purchasssby Elisha Bisbhee. The 1820 purchase included the
dtesof the Damon sawmill (1761) on the west Sde of the Dead Branch river and the Fierce Com
mill onthe eest 9de of the river. The second parcd purchesed by Elisha Bisbee was located onthe
west dde of the river including the ste of the 1823 Bisbee Mill, placingit south of the land
included in the 1820 purchase. Deed information placesthe Damon Mill north of the Bisbee Mill.
Since waterpower was required for the Damon Mill to function, it is reesonable to assume the
Damon Mill was in close proximity to the Dead Branchriver. Sometime between 1823 and 1835,
the Fierce Com mill was moved from itsorigina dte (cal 761) onthe east Sde of the river to a
ste north of the Bisbee Mill (1823). The information presented above places the Bisbee Mill,
Ferce Gristmill, and Damon Sawmill all on the west sde of the Deed Branch river between Eagt
Strest and wetlands some 250 feet to the north. All three mills were presumably within a 250 foot
linear corridor beginning with the Bisbee mill north to the Fierce Gristmill then DamonMill. The
information presented above is given additional validity by the recollectionsof Charles Bisbes,
now decessad, who reported evidence of a tmcture and partia tunnel/raceway two rods (33 feet)
north of the 1823 Bisbee Mill. The evidence of Mr. Bisbee, which cannot be documented & the
present time, would have referred to the Pierce Gristmill, the only structure reported in thet area

Theorigind dte of the Fierce ComMill (cal761) isdso bdieved to be located within the
boundaries of this nomination; however, sufficient evidence isnot yet present to corroborate that
location. The Fierce ComMill dteisbeievedto lie onthe east bank of the Dead Branch River
opposite the site of the Damon Mill. Each of the mill stesincludedin this nomination may

(continued)
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include stmctural evidence of the mills and occupationa-related feetures (trash pits, privies, wells)
asodiated with mill production and occupancy by mill workers. Mill structures may include
integra parts of related waterpower sysemsincluding power cands, whed pits, and cand gates or
pengtocks.

Archaeologica resources related to waterpower sysems may represent the most common and
complicated resources on the Bisbee Mill property. Documented waterpower-related resources
outsde the Bisbee Mill includeasmdl portion of the head-racethat conducts water to the wet
dde of the Bisbee Mill, remnants of the 1859 millpond and dam site, and asmadll portion of the
ca.l859 cand that ddlivered water to the 1859 mill pond from the large pond eedt of the Deed
Branch River. Numerous other waterpower-related resources can be documented and expected;
however, their locations are uncertain and must be consdered potential resources.

The first millpond on the property was built in 1823 by ElishaBisbee, who built amillpond and
dam north of the mill inthe vicinity of wetlands approximately 250 feet north of Eagt Street. A
dam ste may exist eedt of this areq, possibly a the point where the river bendsto the eest. The
ssoond millpond, congmcted in 1859, extended north from the 1859 dam site, dong the course of
theriver to an unknown point in wetlands north and eet of the Damon Mill site. The limits of
millponds may be a function of dam heights and natura topography; however martmade smctures
auch as bams or dikes may dso be included. Stratigraphic evidence may exist of the latter
gmctures. Dam stes may includelog and sone structures, stratigraphic evidence in mounded-up
aress, and gate smctures. Physica evidence of the 1823 dam was not observed. The 1859 dam
hes d 30 been washed out; however, its precise location can be identified on tax assessors maps

Mill candsmay represent the most common historic archaeological resource on the Bisbee Mill
property, creating aliteral maze of buried archaeologica features between the various mills, river
and millponds. A millpond was not present until ca 1823, indicating heedraces conducted weater
directly from the river to both the Damon Sawmill and Pierce Com mill. Additional structures
may have been located a the river to deflect water from theriver to the heedrace. A tailrace likely
carried water from the mill back to theriver. The Damon Mill remained independent of the
waterpower system of all other mills on the property through its closure in 1847. The Pierce Com
Mill was moved to the west sde of the river and incorporated into the waterpower sysem for the
Bisbee Mill shortly after constmction of the latter mill in ca.l823. Documentary reseerch

(continued)
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combined with archaeologica survey and testing can be usad to document the form of the Damon
and Ferce Mill buildings and the waterpower sysemsusad a each enterprise. Similar resserch
can identify the method or water-whed type used to transfer power from the water sourceto
machinery. Important stmctural evidence may exist fromthe cands and whed pitsthat may
aurvive beyond the mill stes.

Congmction of the 1823 millpond, dam, and Bisbee Mill initiated constmction of one of the
longer heedrace cands on the property. The exact course of thiscand isnot known; however, it
extended from the millpond south past the Damon and Pierce mills to the Bisbee Mill. Portions of
that cand may have followed the berm and existing cand that presently entersthe west side of the
Bishee Mill. Atleadt part of the headrace for the Bisbee Mill was modified in cal859 when the
new millpond and dam were congtructed, possibly eliminating the northemmost portion of the
cand or necesditating an entirely new cand. Stmctural evidence of penstocks or gates may aso
aurvive from the 1823-1835 period after the Pierce Com Mill was moved and a method wes
nesded to control the flow of water to the Bisbee and Fierce mills. Documentary study combined
with archaeologicd survey and testing can locate the posifion of the penstocks at the mills,
millpond, or heedrace.

Tailrace cands were dso neaded for the Fierce and Bisbee Mills to retum water to the Deed River.
Documentary research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can locate the routes of
these cands and their relationship to water entering and exiting the other mill. Historical and
archaeologica research can dso determine modifications needed for tailrace cands after
congtmction of the new millpond and dam in 1859. Archaeologica evidence of power cands may
include gtratigraphic evidence of the cand trench and stone and/or wooden stmctures used as
retaining wallsand gates

Occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) represent another archaeologica resource
that may exist with each mill site and existing mill structure on the property. Refuse arees may
exist assocdiated with the manufacturing process and occupation of the mills by mill workers and
possibly their families. Refuse areasand privies may include evidence of the manufacturing
process, including objects that were produced, raw materias, and the equipment ussdin
production. Archaeologica evidence relating to the working/living conditions of the workersa
mills may d0 exist.

(end)
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Statement of Significance

The Bisbee Mill, Chesterfield, Massachusetts, is significant under National Regigter Criterion A as
asngularly intact example of an early 19* century multiple-purpose mill that served the town of
Chesterfidd and the surrounding area. From 1823 through the 1960s the mill was inthe
ownership of five generaions of the Bisbee family. It is afine representative example of mral,
water-powered light industry that contributed directly to agriculture through its gristmill and
contributed to the community as awhole through its woodworking shop, providing wagons,
wheds, lumber, caskets and tool handles, and through its blacksmith shop forging tools and parts
for arearesidents. The Bisbee Mill is significant under National Regigter Criterion C for the
evolution of its architecture over timeto sarve severd water-powered, light-industrial operations.
It isone of New England's few extant mill buildingsthat o fully illustrates, by virtue of remaining
equipment and machinery, the 19" century's practice of combining critical functionsin one
building, inthis cagathose of gristmill, blacksmith shop, wagon building shop, and waterpower
generation.

The building retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association,
and issignificant a the local level. Whileit is being nominated individually to the Nationa
Regiger of Historic Places, it could subsequently be included in aNational Register District for
the hamlet known as Bishees (sse section 7). Since 1997, the Chesterfield Historical Society hes
operated the Bisbee Mill as a museum.

Colonial Period (1750-1776)

The first member of the Bisbee family to arrive in Chesterfield was Gideon Bisbee, who came to
Chesterfidd from Pembroke, Massachusetts, inthe spring of 1755 and gayed through the summer
to begin clearing land for his family'seventuad settlement and farming. Aswas often the custom,
Gideon Bishee returned to Pembroke for the fall and winter. Records indicate that Bisbee joinedin
the French and Indian Wars, and then died of smdlpox before his Chesterfield homestead—in the
easdlem section of town a an unknown Ste—"Wes established. Hiswidow Rebecca and four of
their six children moved to the cleared land when Chesterfield was open to settlement m 1760.

Between 1760 and 1775, Chesterfield was rather steadily settled by people from southeestern

(continued)
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Massachusetts from Pembroke, Scituate, and Hingham, and cameto be known for awhile as "New
Hingham." Fifteen yearsof population growth required lumber for building, and in 1761
Lieutenant Robert Damon built a sawmill on the west bank of the Deed Branch of the Westfield
River in what was to become the hamlet of Bisbees. The precise location of the Damon Mill hes
not been determined, but its generd location to the north of the Bisbee Mill isincludedin this
nomination as the ste of the Damon mill. Thewetlands inthe area of the ca. 1823 millpond lie
north of the Bisbee Mill. Inthat relatively smal area between the Bisbee mill and the wetlands,
the Damon Mill was built ca 1761 and the Pierce Com Mill moved between the Damon and
Bigbee mills mabout 1830. Damon sold the sawmill shortly after 1761 to a Benjamin Fierce, who
built acom mill onthe eest bank of the Deed Branch. (See sketch magp showing the evolution of
the various mills. The Pierce mill was moved twice, as will be discussad below.)

Federal Period (1776-1830)

The vagt mgjority of Chesterfield'sresidents during the Federd period were farmers, but many of
them divided their time between farming and a secondary occupation. A few worked solely in
light industrial occupations. Town records indicate thet the Federd period generated two cloth-
dressing mills, two tanneries, acotton textile mill, and eight to ten saw and tuming mills. It was
during this period, too, that the digpersed settlement pattem that hed characterized the Colonia
period shifted and three centers developed - two as aresult of the light industry. The first wasthe
town's church and govemment center a the intersection of Route 143 with North and South
Streets, the second was amill village in westem Chesterfield; and the third was the mill village of
Bidbees in esst Chesterfield on the Deed Branch of the Westfield River.

In 1820 Elisha Bishee (1783-1860), Rebecca and Gideon Bished's grandson, bought the site onthe
Deed Branch that contained Damon's sawmill and Pierces com mill, thereby establishing the first
Bishee presence in this part of Chesterfield. Elisha Bisbee was amillwright and thiswas his
soond sawmill, the first having been built about 1810 on Stevens Brook in Chesterfield.
According to deed research conducted by Elishas descendant Charles Bisbee, Elishabought an
additional adjacent parcd in 1823 on the west sde of the Dead Branch where he built the
sawmill/woodworking shop that now formsthe 1823 half of Bisbees mill a 66 Eagt Stret, [n.b.
The mgp of 1830 placesthe gristmill on the west and the sawmill on the et Sde of the Deed
Branch. That discrepancy isunresolved. The deed, however, describesthe new parcd as being "a

(continued)
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little west of the said Bishee's new mill...," strongly suggesting awest-side location for the

sawmill.] Theland and mills described inthe two land purchases are believed to be included
within the boundaries of the nominated parcel, north of the present Bisbee Mill.

Elisha Bisbee had established both hisbusinessand afamily by 1830. In 1806 he and Lydia Gex
hed married, and in 1830 the federal censusrecords that the two had arather large household of
ten children to support with income from their mills.

The Deed Branch was. as its name suggests, not alargeriver, and the heed a the site was not of
adeguate height to operate awaterwhed year round without water impoundment. Consequently,
Bishee ds0 in 1823 congructed adam and created amillpond north of the mill, directing the water
from the pond to the mill viaacana. The areaof the original millpond may dtill be identified, but
the pond, dam, and cand no longer exist. In an effort, perhaps, to consolidate his operationsand
maximize the waterpower, Elisha Bisbee is believed to have moved the ca 1761 Pierce com mill
to the west 5de of the river between 1823 and 1835, thereby placing three mills on the west side.
At approximatdy the sametime, he mede separate pengtocks from the cand carrying water to the
woodworking shop and the com mill buildings. According to Charles Bisbeg, there is evidence of
asmcture and apartia tunnd/raceway two rods north (33 feet) of the 1823 shop building.
Charles Bishee is now deocessad and the stmcture and partial tunnel/raceway could not be
observed.

Bishee operated his 1823 mill and the Fierce com mill in thisarrangement until about 1835. The
family sold the Damon sawmill to Elishaand Daniel Baker, who owned it from 1841 to 1844. The
Damon Mill was not part of the water system during thet time period. The Bisbees bought the
Damon sawmill back in 1844.

Desds mention that during the ownership of Elisha Bisbee, he manufactured broom handles in his
sawv and tuming mill. From family and local history, we know that Elisha Bisbee sold these
products to farmersin Hadley, who were among the largest growers of broomcom in the region.
During the winters these farmers, their families, and skilled French-Canedian laborers
manufactured brooms using Bisbee handles that were ddlivered to Hadley by horse-drawn deds in
thewinter.

(continued)
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Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

During the Early Industrial Period, Lydia and Elisha were active in the Chesterfield community as
well as inthe Bisbees industry. They were among the founders of Chesterfield's Methodist
Church in 1843.

In 1835, their sonsOaman and Orin Bisbee took over operation of the woodworking shop while
Elisha continued to operate the com mill. Rether than millwrights, the two brothers identified
themsdves in desds as whedlwrights and one as a carpenter, reflecting the fact that they took over
and upgraded their father's wood-tuming shop. The distribution of water between the two mills
was explicitly divided intheir deed to the shop. The com mill (by 1835 identified as agristmill)
hed first priority, and when water levels were too low for both mills to operate smultaneoudy, a
gate a the wood-tuming shop shut off its water supply.

Elisha lived until 1860, and from 1850 to 1859 three generations of the family were involvedin
and actively diversified the busness. Elisha continued mnning the gristmill, Orin and Osman ran
and expanded the woodworking business, and Orin's son Horatio joined them. There wasroom
for three genearaions as Orin and Osman added wagonrassociated  tagks to their woodworking shop,
making wagon jacks to |ift and change wagon whedls, and they dso s&t up awagon painting shop
(now the €l to the house & 58 Eat Road). From the 1850s, the Bisbees dso garted producing
whip butts-the butt end of whips that were principaly medefor the numerous whip companies of
Westfield, Massachusetts. This activity provided employment for adozen or more men who were
nesded to cut the logs and prepare the lumber as well as operate the woodworking shop.

The Bisbess produced broom handles for afew more years, then added saw and plane handles
between 1840 and 1860, dong with coffins and pine boxesto encase coffins, wagons, carts,
buggies, and wagon wheds that they produced between 1835 and 1880. They tumed oecein their
woodworking mill into ablacksmith shop, adding that process between 1854 and 1858. Then ca
1859, Ogman withdrew from the business and tumed exclusively to farming.

Horatio, son of Orin and Sophia Bisbee, who became apart of the family business before Oamen
left, had married in 1858 and one of his early jobs was remodeling the paint shop into a house for
hiswife and himself, now the ell to 58 Eagt Street, the Louise and Horatio Bishee House, ca 1790
and 1865 (MHC #64). The paint part of the operation was then set up on the third level of the
woodworking shop, where it remains.

(continued)
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The diversified operations a the mill required more goece and more power, 0 ca. 1855, the Rerce
gristmill was moved and a leest aportion of it was atached to the eest end of the woodworking
shop <0 that it became part of the Bisbee Mill. Atthe sametime, the Bisbees congmcted a new
savmill (now gone) on the eest Sde of the Dead Branch directly opposite the Bisbee mill. Theca
1855 sawmiill gite is believed to be located outside the boundaries of the nominated property. It is
bdieved that someof the timbersinthe new sawmill came from the original Damon mill, which
was taken down a that time. To improvethe supply of water and power, in 1859 Orin and Horatio
created the current millpond (east of the original pond) by damming the river, and, to its eedt,
created the cand nesded to carry water toit. Portions of the feeder cand can be observed dong
the eestem boundary of the nominated area north of the river and the 1859 dam site.

Orin Bishee had married Wealthy Damon in 1830 and his brother Osman had married Sophia
Damon. Although Oaman withdrew from the Bisbee mill business, he maintained his connection
with the hamlet of Bishees Inthe cenausof 1870, Oamen listed himsdlf as afarmer, sixty years of
age Sophia wasfifty-sevenand they hed two sonsliving with them, Rockwell, twenty four years
of age whowas afarm laborer, and Isaec, ege eighteen, dso afarm laborer. The third son, John,
did not go into farming with his father and brothers, but left home to work &t the Bisbee mill. John
Elliot Bisbee, bom in 1843, sarved as ayoung man inthe Civil War. When he retumed fromthe
wa, he married ElizaAnn Weeks in 1869, worked in the Bisbee mill, and farmed on the Sde. He
died in 1888 when he was forty-five years old.

Prior to 1870, Almarin Bisbee, Horatio's brother and a Chesterfield farmer, was gppointed town
underteker by the Chesterfield board of hedth. Orin and Horatio owned horses and the town
owned ahearse, and from these dight beginnings, Almarin Bisbee devdoped a significant funera
home busness When adeath occurred intown, acasket was made in the Bisbee woodworking
shop, Almarin prepared the body, and the Bisbees horsesdrew.it in the town-owned heerse for
burial. The hearse was even kept in a Bisbee building that was moved to become the middle stall
of athree-car garage for the house a 64 Eagt Street. (One of the hearsesused by Almarin isamong
the collections on exhibit in the Bisbee Mill.) The Bisbee funeral home arrangement with the
town hearse continued until about 1922.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

Meanwhile, the mill business continued in the family with third-generation Horatio taking over

(continued)
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more ownership. Orin in 1868 desded half of hisbudgnessto his son Horatio; when Orin died in
1887, Horatio bought the remainder of the busness from the family and expanded the mill by
adding a 12-foot-wide section to the south sde of the building. Between 1888 and 1919, Horatio
ran both the mill operations and adairy farm. He continued to manufacture whip butts mainly for
Wedtfidd's ("Whip City") whip factories and took them by horse and wagon to the Williamsburg
tram gation, from which they were then shipped to Westfield. Hisgristmill operations grew as
fewer farmers had their own mills and thus cameto rely more on the Bisbee gristmill. Hedso
gocked commercidly ground grain that had nutritional supplements added toit. In 1890 the
Bighees expanded this busnessa the railroad in Williamsburg, adding a commercid grain sles
operation there. Between 1838 and 1890, Horatio congtructed asmall building & 65 Eagt Strect
(opposite the Bisbee mill) where grain and lumber were sold. This utilitarian building was later
expanded to become the offices, store, and warehouse for the Bisbee Brothers lumber and
hardwere busness

In 1900 apost officewas established in Bisbees. Horatio was the first postmagter, serving from
1900 to 1913. He was active intown affairs beyond service as pogmeader, as were others of the
family during this period. In 1897 Horatio was dected State Representative. His son Charles was
Chegterfidd'stax collector from 1895 to 1897, sdectman from 1903 to 1921, and county
commissioner from 1937 to 1941.

Early Modern Period (1915-1940)

In 1917 Horatio brought electricity to the village of Bigoees inthe form of an dectricity-generating
sydem for 32-volt service to his house, bam, and the mill building. The generator was located in a
amdl powerhouse inalow, atached shed infront of the center section of his bams a 63 Eadt &,
outsde the boundaries of the nominated property. The shed/powerhouse remains today, dthough
the equipment may not be intact. In 1919 Charles A. Bishee, . and Homer R. Bisbee. sons of
Horatio, inherited the property and formed Bisbee Brothers. One of their first improvements wes
to install aJolly vertical turbine mthe mill and one inthe 1859 sawmill on the et Sde of the
river. From thesetwo dtes, they continued making whip butts and shipped them intmcksto
Westfield from about 1918. The whip butt busness began to decline cal928, but even as it did.
Bidoee Brothers was expanding into other items. They congtructed whip boxes, for ingance, for
the Westfield companies to ship their products, and they mede wooden tool handles for farm

(continued)
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implements, including handles for whedbarrows, for walking horse plows, and sower boxes. The
Hampshire Implement Company in Hatfield and the Rugg Manufacturing Company in Greenfield
were the biggest clientsfor these items, buying steadily into the early 1930s To accommodate the
changesin production, in 1929 asscond 12-foot-wide addition was medeto the south side of the
mill building.

The gristmill operation a the Bisbee Mill cdosed down, however, in 1929 in large part s a result
of © much of its business shifting to Williamsburg and farmers preference for usng commercia
grains. Rather than grinding grain, the Bisbee brothers sold commercid grain and their lumber
from the gore acrossthe sreet until ca. 1940. With the Depression, most of the woodworking
production declined sharply. The woodworking shop remained open, making smdler quantities of
whip butts, javelin sticks, tennis racket throats, and dowels for rake handles.

Modern Period (1940-present)

In 1940 the Bigbee brothers Charles and Homer stopped making these products and concentrated
on producing lumber, including novelty siding, moldings, and smple planed lumber inthe 1859
sawmill on the east Sde of the river. The 1859 sawmill bumed down in 1946 and anew one was
built on its foundations (68 Eagt Street, now Berkshire Hardwoods, Inc.). Intheir gore acrossthe
dredt, they introduced hardware sdesto their lumber sdles The building was sold after 1991 to
new owners.

hi 1954 the north addition was put on the Bisbee mill building. (Photograph No. 2) In 1966, all
woodworking operations inthe building ceased, and it was changed into alumber warehouse until
the business of Bishee Brothers cameto adose in 1991. Mot of the old machinery and tools
were and still are inthe building as part of the historical items now on display.

Preservation Efforts

hi 1995 the Bisbee Mill was sold to the Chesterfield Historical Society for $1. The Society himed
it intoamusaum that opened in 1997. Between August 1999 and July 2000, craftsmen studied the
physica condition of the building, reconstmcted its mechanica history, and restored the gristmill
to operating condition by using a secondary motor rather than the turbine. Artifactsof the mill's

(continued)
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production history were identified and catalogued. Asagristmill mussum, the property isin active
use, which supports its preservation. Schools, neighboring historical societies, and a gate mesting
for high school teachers on Agriculture inthe Classoom have visited. Open on Sundays during
the aummer months for demondtrations, and for specid eventsduring the rest of the year, the
musaum hes had more than 3,600 visitorsinthe pedt five years.

Themill museum is highly vaued within its community, but on-going financial support for
maintenance and staffing will be critical to itslong-term preservation.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement and subsistence in Chesterfield are poorly
understood, any surviving sites could be significant. Ancient Stesinthis areacan be important by
contributing information that increeses our understanding of Native American adaptations to
temperate forest riverine environments in noncoadtd arees Sitesin this area can provide
important details on the importance of setttement and subsigtence in the vicinity of upland
tributaries such as the Dead Branch River and their relationship to ste distributions and
subsgence activities dong the main course of the Connecticut River and its primary tributaries
including the Westfield River. Native sitesinthis areamay represent a gpecidized adaptation to
upland environments or they may be part of an overdl riverine adaptation basad in the Connecticut
River Valley. Native stesin this areamay dso contain important information that helps document
asociationswithin tool assamblages and cultural sequencesin the local areaand region.
Information may a0 be present from dtesin the areato help andyze pattems of Native American
exchangeinthe region. One interpretation for the region identifiesthe Connecticut River asan
important north-south corridor for trangportation and exchange. Secondary drainages of the
Connecticut River such as the Westfield River and itstributaries such as the Dead River ae
hypothesized to have sarved as eest-wet corridors enabling wider movement of people and goods
Ancient Native American stesinthe district locde may contain information that heps test these
modeds and/or offer dternative hypotheses.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information that
documents the complex history of mill buildingsand functions that existed on the Bisbee Mill

(continued)
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property for over three centuries. The vaue of the various mill Stes and properties arefurther
enhancad through the continuity of the Bisbee Mill ownership by five generations of the Bisbee
family from 1823 through the 1960s In addition, the integrity of the known and potentia
resources on the nominated property is supported by the lack of further devedlopment in thearea
after filling, abandonment, demolition, or moving of the historic resources documented in the area

Additional documentary ressarch combined with archaeological survey, testing, and careful
mapping can help document the precise locations for each mill, the types of archaeologica
features associated with individua mill stes and a comprehensive intema configuration of al
mills and resources a the Bisbee Mill property. Since every mill had waterpower and beow-grade
levels, the integrity of mill sites should be high as aresult of filling after the various mills closed.
Fill deposts may include important debris from other nearby mills and/or trash deposits from
activities conducted a other mills on the property. Using the 1823 Bishee Mill, river and wetlands
to the north as reference points, known historical sources and informantsestablish the location of
the ca. 1830 Pierce Commill and ca. 1761 Damon Sawmill with areasonable degree of accuracy.
Charles Bisbee's recollections of a smcture and partial tunnel/raceway two rods (33 feet) north of
the 1823 Bishee Mill may dso represent visual documentation of the ca 1830 Fierce Commiill site.
Theorigina IS* century ste of the Fierce Commill on the eest Sde of the Dead Branch River is
not as well defined and would require more historical and archaeologica reseerch to establish its
location.

Historica and archaeologica information associated with eech mill may help identify the type and
extent of dmctures that survive, their integrity, and potentia to contributeto various ressarch
topics that could be important to thisnomination. Any information that would help recongruct the
architecturd characterigtics, power system, and manufacturing process a each mill would be of
major importance. Little infonnation iscurrently available for eech mill beyond generd locationa
factors and function. Stmctural evidence, archaeologica features, and artifacts may help
document the sze, form, materials, and techniques usad inthe congtmction of eech mill. Similar
evidence might dso document the location and type of power system (water whedl) used to
transfer power from water to the mill machinery. Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationa
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso contribute important information relating to
technologies inuse a each mill, raw materids used in production, and the products produced. The
contents of occupationa related features may aso contributeimportant socid, cultural, and

(continued)
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economic information related to the workers and owners of each mill. Occupationd related
features may contain information thet indicates the overdl living and working conditions a eech
mill, and whether mill occupancy was limited to working hours or more permanent residence.

Power sysemsincluding their constmction, technology, and distribution may represent one of the
more important and practical rescarch areas a the Bisbee Mill property. Documentary research
combined with archaeologicad survey and testing may identify the method used to hamess
waterpower a the ca 1761 Damon Saw Mill and Fierce Commill sites. Both mills existed prior to
the congtmction of the first millpond and dam in 1823. Both mills were either built directly on the
shordine of the river where awater flow was present, or were located more inland where water
was dedlivered to the mills viaa headrace and retumed to the river through atailrace. Both mills
were physically separate from water power sructures assodiated with the Bisbee Mill and ca. 1830
Ferce Commill ste. Documentary evidence exigts indicating the Damon mill was never
incorporated into water power sysgems on the west side of the river and the original ste of the
Ferce Commill was on the et Sde of the river, physicaly sgparate from the mills on the west
dde. The Ferce Commill was moved to the west side of the river shortly after the 1823 millpond
was cregted.  Stmctural remains including log or stone congtruction may survive from power
candsand gates associated with the Damon and 18" century Pierce mill Stes.

Beginning in 1823, adam and millpond were congmcted aong the Dead Branch River and
wetlands north of the Bisbee Mill and Damon mill site. In 1859, a sscond millpond was
congmcted esdt of the original pond with adam located where the Dead Branch meststhe eestem
boundary of the nominated area. The 1823 dam and mill millpond no longer survive. The 1859
dam hes dlso "washed out” and only the portion of the millpond aong the route of the river
aurvives. Documentary research and archaeologica testing may .identify the location of the 1823
dam and stmctura remains associated with the 1823 and 1859 dams. Archaeol ogica remains from
the damsmay include stratigraphic evidence of earthen mound structures possibly incorporating
masonry and timber components.  Careful research of the local topography may dso identify berm
or dike type gtructures used to confine the limits of the millponds.

Beginning in 1823, a heaedrace connected the Bisbee Mill with the millpond located to the north.
Documentary evidence combined with archaeologica survey, testing, and mapping mey identify

(continued)
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the exact route of this cand and whether it connected with aheed race that ddlivered water to the
Pierce Commill, moved to aste north of the Bisbee Mill inca.l830. Similar reseerch may locate
stmctura evidence and the route of tailraces that exited each mill to retum water to theriver.
Reseerch methods identified above might aso discover whether water exifing the Pierce mill
somehow continued to the Bisbee Mill.

In 1859, anew dam was built roughly eedt of the Bisbee Mill that impounded water in a new
millpond eedt of the earlier pond. The new millpond ddivered water to the Bisbee Mill only,
which by thistimeincluded the Pierce Commiill attached to the Bisbee Mill sometime between
1855-1867. Documentary research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may
determine the exact route of the headrace from the new millpond to the west sSde of the Bidoee
Mill whereitisvisible today. That reseerch might dso determine if portions of the existing cand
incorporated part of the earlier 1823 cand that delivered water to the mill from the earlier
millpond.

Higtorical and archaeologica ressarch will both be important to decipher the maze of power cands
and their rel ationships between three mills on the west sde of the river from ca 1761 to 1947.
Congtmcedon of power cands on the Bisbee Mill property was clearly influenced by a hierarcha
relationship between the mills and enterprises & each mill. This rdationship isidentified in desds
given to Oaman and Orin Bisbee inca. 1835 for the Bisbee Mill and Pierce Com mill that
explicitly divided the distribution of water between the mills giving first priority to the commill.
Archaeological and historical information may help understand the relationship between the mills
and predict the presence and location of resources (ex. pengtocks, cand routes) bassd on
documentary sources. Similar sources may d<o identify the type of power source used a eech miill
and itsrelationship to the distribution of water. Certain water whed technologies may be better
adapted for regtricted water flow and implemented for that reason. The presence of aturbine
(cal919) a the Bishee Mill dso implies the presence of adaptive reuse over fime and the
evolution of waterpower sytemsa the mill.

The detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells)
may aso contribute important information that identifies changesin manufacturing and
technologies a each mill. Potentia stratification of depodts within occupationa related fegtures
may establish atimeline for activities a related mills keyed to ownership of different members of
the Bisbee family and mill functions over time. Documentary sources combined with the contents

(continued)
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of occupationd related features may contribute further documentation on the multi-purpose
function of the Bisbee Mill(s) and the extent they sarved the neads of the surrounding community.
Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd-related features may aso contribute socid,
cultural, and economic information on five generations of the Bisbee family and how the family
may have changed over time. Occupationa related features associated with the different mills may
dso contain information that indicated the extent that earlier or later mills may have incorporated a
resdentia function for workers &t the mill.

(end)
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Geographical References
Boundary Description.

Heese 3¢ the atached Assessor's map, sheet 32, Lot 35 for Boundary Description. Two smdl
gquare outbuildingsthat show on the assessors megp are no longer standing on the property.

Note that the Bisbee Mill islocated incorrectly on the USGS quad map (Chester). The mill
location is marked correctly in pencil; the property straddles two quad maps, Chester and Goshen,
MA.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries for Bisbee Mill were drawn to coincide with the lot lines of the property. They
enclose the mill building, aportion of the Dead Branch of the Westfield River, asmal portion of
the cand that entersthe west Sde of the mill, the 1859 dam dite, aportion of the areaof the
former millpond, and an area of archaeologicd potentia for the 1761 Damon sawmill and the Ste
of the 1830 Pierce Com Mill. The nominated areamay dso include the 1761 site of the Ferce
Com Mill onthe est Sde of the river.
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Hampshire, Massachusetts

Shannon Brisbois

September, 2002

Pioneer Vdley Planning Commission*
View to northwest

Photograph No. 1

View to southeest
Photograph No. 2

View to northeast
Photograph No. 3

View towest
Photograph No. 4

First Leve view to west of turbine
Photograph No. 5

First Level view to north of gear
Photograph No. 6

First levd view to southwest of line shafting
Photograph No. 7

First Levd view to northwest of gairs to second level
Photograph No. 8

Second Leve view to southwest of grist mill
Photograph No. 9

(continued)

Bisbee Mill
Chesterfield (Hampshire), MA
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Bisbee Mill
Section number photo Page 2 Chesterfield (Hampshire), MA

Sacond leve view to northeast of hearse and Pogt Office artifacts
Photograph No. 10

Second level view to northeast of gristmill
Photograph No. 11

Third Leve view to east of woodworking shop
Photograph No. 12

Third Level view to northwest of woodworking shop
Photograph No. 13

Third Level view to eedt of blacksmith shop
Photograph No. 14

e Tliis identificationiscommonfor all photographs

(end)



Bisbee Mill Data Sheet

Chesterfield
Map No. Address Historic Name Date style  Resource  Status
1 66 East Street Bisbee sawmill 1823 utilitarian ~ Building C
2 66 East Street Pierce cornmill attached (attr.) ca.1761 utilitarian ~ Building C
3 66 East Street mill pond (portion) 1859 N/A Site C
4 66 East Street canal 1859 N/A Structure C
5 66 East Street dam site ca.1859 N/A Site C
6 66 East Street Jolly vertical turbine ca.1919 N/A Structure C
7 66 East Street site of Pierce Cornmill ca. 1823-1835 N/A Site C
8 66 East Street site of Damon mill ca.l761 N/A Site C
9 66 East Street sign in form of well 2002 NA Structure NC
10 Feeder canal (partial) 1859 Structure C
Contributing Noncontributing

Building , 2 0

Site 4 0

Structure 3 1

Object 0 0

Total 9 1
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL RE@ STER G- HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Bishee Mill
NAME

MULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Hanpshire

DATE RECEl VED. 2/ 17/ 05 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 3/ 10/ 05
DATE (rF 16TH DAY: 3/ 25/ 05 DATE F 45TH DAY: 4/ 02/ 05
DATE O WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 05000219

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE; N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER D N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT; i|f NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT WAl VER N
I ACCEPT RETURN REJECT

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TERI A _

REVI EVER 'I'"tnC-K  ™"AKYIi.S DI SCI PLINE fef”/' 4"
TELEPHONE DATE Sj//?"OS
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

I'f anomnation i sreturned t othenomnating authority, t he
nom nation i sno longer under considerationby theNPS.





























































































RECEIVED
dlI*SfINrftdh AMtstnrtreillMrrrtet® M f 2 22
(flhesA~rfizib.MA 01012

ANNGSS, HIST. r.nm?
mtahrbBMxxsBum Web site: . WWW,bisbheemillmuseuin.org "'misbBeM mM xxseva’
oo N e-mail: cabjr|Sfwebtv.net n NUATZATA

Chesterfield, M\01012
Novenber 6, 2002

The Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
220 Morrissey Boul evard
Boston/ M\ 02125

Gent | enen: .

The Chesterfield Historical Society, owier and operator
of theBishee M|l Miseum strongly supports theproposal to
place this mll on theNational Register of Historic Places. '

Several prelimnary votes were taken and t he final
recorded vote was taken i nJuly 29, 1999 and reads as
follows: "Voted: To approve theaction of thepresident in
carrying out t heunani nous reconmendation of the full
menbership of t heBisbhee M || Miseum Advisory Board, to
contact theMass. Historical Conmm ssion concerningthe
action to be taken toPI ace thebuilding on the National
Regi ster of Historic Places and t o provide such information
and historical data tothem as nay be necessary.”

This vote was passed unani nously.

The action indicated above by t hepresident was taken
after a meeting of t heBisbee M || Miseum Advi sory Board on
the first Sunday i nJune 1999.

~The president and several mnenbers of t he Society assis-
ted i nproviding historic data necessary. The Society con-
tinues towholeheartedly and unanimously support this
action.

Very truly yours

Mary Lou Curtis
Clerk, Chesterfield Historical Society.



The Commonwedlth of Massachussts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

February n, 2005

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regigter of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" Foor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Bisbee Mill, Chesterfield (Hampshire), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Ore letter of support has been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Naomi Sturtevant, Chesterfidd Higtoricd Sodety
Bomnie Parsons Presarvation Conaulitart
Chegterfidd Higoricd Commisson
Roge Fuller, Chestarfidd Board of Sdectimen
Chales Vdencik, Fanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



