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SITE DESCRIPTION 
Brant Point Lrght is located on the very end of a sp i t of sand which forms the 
west side of the entrance to Nantucket Harbor. I t is s i tuated on 1.7 acres of 
a small sandy beach at the end of a res ident ia l s t ree t . The Brant Point Light 
Station can be found about 1/4 mile from the l ighthouse, on th is same road, 
overlooking the harbor. Between the Station and the Light are two or three 
one-family shingled houses. For navigators. Brant Point Light is a necessity 
both as a daymark and as a night a id , and is the f i r s t s t ructure seen when 
approaching the is land. 
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Major Elements-Description 
This nomination form is concerned mainly with the act ive 1901 tower, although 
several other structures comprise the Brant Point complex. These other 
components include: a dismantled and abandoned l i g h t tower and attached 
keeper's dwell ing (1856-57), two wood frame range l igh ts (1908), a boathouse 
(1936), a l i f esav ing stat ion (1934; moved to th i s s i te from Coskada c. 1950), 
an equipment bu i ld inq (1938; moved to th i s s i t e from Maddaket c. 1950), and an 
o i l house/storage shed (ear ly 19th century?). Minor components are a d r i l l 
pole, aer ia l antenna and gasoline f a c i l i t i e s . The 1901 tower, the 1856-57 
dismantled tower and attached keeper's house, and the o i l house are considered 
contr ibut ing components of th is nomination. The range l i gh ts are important to 
navigat ional h i s t o r y , but the present structures are not s i g n i f i c a n t . The 
l i f esav ing s ta t ion and boathouse possess some h i s t o r i c a l meri t but do not 
d i r e c t l y re la te to the theme of th is nomination. 

TOWER: 
Exter ior : 

Door: 

Windows: 

Wal l : 
I n t e r i o r : 

Floor: 

S ta i r s : 

Lens Room: 

Lens: 

Vent: 

A long elevated, wooden, uncovered walkway runs over the sandy 
beach to the white, shingled, 26' cy l i nd r i ca l tower. The 
shingles project out a t the bottom of the tower, but are f lush 
with the wal l at the top. 
Access is made through a 6-panel wooden door, which measures 
2'6" X 5 ' 4 " . 
Two 1/1 f u l l sized windows with wooden frames are located in 
the tower on the side facing in land. One is on the ground 
f loor and the other is d i r e c t l y above the f i r s t , jus t under 
the lens room. A t h i r d window, also 1/1 although smaller in 
s i ze , overlooks the harbor on the other side of the tower on 
the ground f l oo r . 
The exter ior wall is 16" th ick on the ground f l o o r . 
The small entryway is 5?" wide and 48" long. A simple wooden 
door leads into the tower i t s e l f . 
The f loor is composed of sheathed wood, which is painted. I t 
measures 10'4" in diameter. A wooden cupboard, 35" x 7' x 7' 
X 60", stands in one corner. 
Opposite the cupboard are the wooden s t a i r s . They run f lush 
against the wall and are s o l i d , of a simple design. A very 
simple block r a i l i n g runs up the s ta i rcase. Each step 
measures 34" long x 6" at the narrow end, 10" in the middle, 
and 13" a t the wide end. Twelve s ta i r s run up to a wooden 
landing. The wooden window frame on th i s level is 26 1/2" x 
42", and is 1/1 double hung. A l l the wal ls in the tower are 
painted p las ter , with the exception of the lens room. 
An 8-step wooden ladder leads up to the lens room through a 
wooden trap door. The wal ls are v e r t i c a l l y sheathed wood. 
The lens room is 10-sided and has 5 bronze a i r vents located 
w i th in the wal ls . These vents are c i r c u l a r , and are housed 
wi th in a square piece of metal . 
The or ig ina l Fresnel lens has been modernized, but remains 
predominantly in i t s o r i g i na l cond i t ion . I t has very small 
bronze f i t t i n g s . 
The o r i g ina l smoke vent is i n t a c t , s i tuated j us t above the 
lens. 

<•..••^l 
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION page ?. 
Windows: 

Balcony: 

STATION 
BUILDING: 

E(3UIPMENT 
BUILDING: 

KEEPER'S 
HOUSE AND 
TOWER (1856) 

BOATHOUSE: 

The wall from the f l oo r to the windows and around the ha l f 
door leading onto the balcony. A huge grab bar is located 
near the hal f door. 
The iron balcony is 26" wide. The r a i l i n g , probably o r i g i n a l , 
is a simple one, consist ing of two bars of iron running 36" 
between each post. The iron posts are 39" h igh , topped by an 
iron b a l l . 

The barracks, a two-story wooden frame bu i ld ing wi th f u l l 
basement and brick and cement foundation, was constructed at 
Coskata Lifeboat Station a f te r f i r e destroyed the o r ig ina l 
bu i ld inq in 1934. When Co^ata Lifeboat Station was 
abandoned, the st ructure was t ransferred to Brant Point on a 
barge in the f a l l of 1950. I t is a wh i te-pa in ted, shingled 
bu i ld ing . The ground f l oo r is used fo r administrat ive 
o f f i c e s , mess deck, recreat ion room and gal ley. The second 
f loor is used for barracks purposes only . The crew's head is 
on th is f l oo r . The basement is used fo r a laundry room, dry 
stores storage, d r i l l room, f l a g storage, for the storage of 
nonflammable paints and houses the un i t ' s heating plant . 
Another room, o f f se t from the res t of the basement, is used 
for the emergency generating p lant . 

The equipment bu i ld ing was formerly f o r the equipment 
bu i ld ing at Maddaket Lifeboat Station at the west end of 
Nantucket Island. I t was f loated to Brant Point in 1934. I t 
is a wood frame, shingle-roofed bu i ld ing of two s to r ies . The 
lower f loor consists of four large s t a l l s for the un i t ' s 
vehic les, a shop room and heater. I t has four large overhead 
doors on the east side and one small door on the south s ide. 
The upper level is used fo r storage spaces and a recreation 
room. 

The keeper's house, which is assigned to the O f f i c e r - i n -
Charge, is a two s tory br ick s t ruc ture , wi th shingled 
roof and cement foundat ion. The basement is used fo r storage 
purposes and a heating p lant . In the base of an abandoned 
l ighthouse on the f r on t (north) side of the bu i ld ing is the 
switch which operates the East Je t ty Fog Horn. 

The boathouse is a wooden, shingle-roofed s t ructure on 
p i l i ngs . I t consists of two f l oo rs . The main f loo r is fo r 
the inclement weather storage of the u n i t ' s small boats and is 
the storage locker fo r spare parts. There is also one bat tery 
charger and a hoist ing engine. Line, shackles, b locks, 
tack les, e t c . are stowed on the second f l o o r . 
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C hr on 010 gi ca1 H is tory 
1746 - The Town of Sherborn (later changed to Nantucket), voted to 

build a lighthouse on Brant Point. 

1758 - The f i r s t l ight burned, another was bu i l t . 

1774 - The second l ight was blown down in a storm, so a th i rd wooden 
lighthouse was erected (both the f i r s t and second lights were 
bu i l t at a cost to the town, not the Commonwealth). The 
keeper at Brant Point collected six shi l l ings from each vessel 
to help the costs of maintenance, beginning August 1 , 1774. 

1783 - The th i rd l ight burned. The Town of Sherborn bu i l t another, 
and continued to collect a fee from vessels using the harbor. 
(Boston Light also collected a fee). The last l i gh t , 
according to the Coast Guard records, was actually l i t t l e more 
than a beacon. 

1786 - This "beacon" was replaced by another. 

1788 - The second "beacon" was blown down in a story. A lighthouse 
was bu i l t again by the town. 

1795 - Sherborn changed i ts name to Nantucket. On June 23, the Grant 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts stated that "The United 
States derives i ts t i t l e to the Light House situate on Brant 
Point at the entrance of the Harbor of Nantucket, together 
with the land and tenements..." The lighthouse that was ceded 
to the U.S. was, in fact, the sixth lighthouse at Brant Point. 

» 
1825 - The sixth lighthouse was condemned. The seventh l i gh t was 

bu i l t onto the keeper's dwelling. 

1839 - A piece of land was sold to the U.S. as a possible site for 
"Harbor Lights". I t consisted of 42 acres, and probably 
includes the land on which the Light Station now stands. 

1854 - Congress appropriated $15,000 for rebuilding the lighthouse at 
Brant Point. The towers was described as follows: "The 
foundation of the tower is of concrete 2 feet thick and 18 
feet in diameter. The base is of harmiered granite laid in a 
course 2 feet thick to a height of 12 feet. The interior of 
the base forms a cystern, where water may be caught for 
household purposes. The lamp is of cast iron with 12 lights 
of plate glass. The lantern was a catadioptric appratus of 
the fourth order, commonly known as the Fresnel Light". This 
was one of the f i r s t lighthouses in the U.S. to have a Fresnel 
lens instal led. 

1856 - The tower (present dismantled one) and attached keeper's house 
were bu i l t . 

MAY 
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Chronological History 
1900 - " I t was necessary to move the l igh t because of changes made to 

the channel. A fixed red beacon l ight was erected 600' from 
the tower due to the shi f t ing channel and the need to warn 
navigators of this change. 

1901 - The present tower was bu i l t . I t was the tenth l i gh t 
(including beacons) and was situated at the extremity of 
Brant Point. 

1908 - The two wooden towers were bu i l t . To navigators, when lined 
up, the towers represented the center of the existing 300' 
wide dredged channel, on the entrance into the harbor. While 
these range l ight guided mariners into the harbor, the 1901 
l igh t continued to mark the point i t se l f . 

1931 - The seawall was b u i l t . 

1936 - The boathouse (1 1/2 story wood frame, 30 1/2' x 58') and the 
launchway were bu i l t . 

1950 - A 1934 Station Dwelling was moved from Coskada and a 1938 
Equipment Building was moved from Maddaket. 

1959 A bell tower located at the si te was removed. The candlepower 
was increased from 900 to 1400. 

" 1975 - Brant Point was nominated as a National Landmark as an element 
of the Nantucket NHL Dis t r ic t . 

1981 - The tower has 13,000 candlepower and is v is ib le for 10 miles. 

1982 - MHC approved moving of the 1936 boathouse to another si te of 
Nantucket's waterfront. 

1983 - The Brant Point Station Complex which includes the 1856 
abandoned l igh t tower and attached brick keepers dwelling was 
to ta l ly renovated in 1983. The Coast Guard plans to convert 
the abandoned l ight tower for use as a communications and 
watchstanders room. This conversion is an adaption on the 
lanternhouse theme. 
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Level o f Signif icance 
The Brant Poin^t Light Station possesses i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, 
materials and workmanship as well as associations with the development of aids 
to navigation in Massachusetts. Although none of i t s 18th century coitponents 
surv ive , i t continues to mark an important navigational point w i th in the 
Nantucket National Landmark D i s t r i c t . I t meet c r i t e r i a A & C of the National 
Register of His tor ic Places as wel l as survey c r i t e r i a 2a, 4b and 5a. 

MAY 
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SITE DESCRIPTION 
Brant Point Light is located on the very end of a spit of sand which forms the 
west side of the entrance to Nantucket Harbor. I t is situated on 1.7 acres of 
a small sandy beach at the end of a residential street. The Brant Point Light 
Station can be found about 1/4 mile from the lighthouse, on this same road, 
overlooking the harbor. Beiween the Station and the Light are two or three 
one-family shingled houses. For navigators. Brant Point Light is a necessity 
both as a daymark and as a night aid, and is the f i r s t structure seen when 
approaching the island. 

MAY 
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Major Elements Description 
This nomination form is concerned mainly with the active 1901 tower, although 
several other structures comprise the Brant Point complex. These other 
components include: a dismantled and abandoned l igh t tower and attached 
keeper's dwelling (1856-57), two wood frame range l ights (1908), a boathouse 
(1936), a l i fesaving station (1934; moved to this site from Coskada c. 1950), 
an equipment building (1938; moved to this s i te from Maddaket c. 1950), and an 
o i l house/storage shed (early 19th century?). Minor components are a d r i l l 
pole, aerial antenna and gasoline f a c i l i t i e s . The 1901 tower, the 1856-57 
dismantled tower and attached keeper's house, and the o i l house are considered 
contributing components of this nomination. The range l ights are important to 
navigational history, but the present structures are not s igni f icant . The 
l i fesaving station and boathouse possess some histor ical merit but do not 
d i rect ly relate to the theme of this nomination. 

TOWER: 
Exterior: A long elevated, wooden, uncovered walkway runs over the sandy 

beach to the white, shingled, 26' cyl indr ical tower. The 
shingles project out at the bottom of the tower, but are flush 
with the wall at the top. 

Door: Access is made through a 5-panel wooden door, which measures 
2'6" X 6'4". 

Windows: Two 1/1 f u l l sized windows with wooden frames are located in 
the tower on the side facing inland. One is on the ground 
floor and the other is d i rect ly above the f i r s t , just under 
the lens room. A third window, also 1/1 although smaller in 
size, overlooks the harbor on the other side of the tower on 
the ground f loor. 

Wall: The exterior wall is 16" thick on the ground f loor . 
In ter io r : The small entryway is 52" wide and 48" long. A simple wooden 

door leads into the tower i t se l f . 
Floor: The floor is composed of sheathed wood, which is painted. I t 

measures 10'4" in diameter. A wooden cupboard, 35" x 7' x 7' 
X 60", stands in one corner. 

Stairs: Opposite the cupboard are the wooden s ta i rs . They run flush 
against the wall and are so l id , of a simple design. A very 
simple block ra i l ing runs up the staircase. Each step 
measures 34" long x 6" at the narrow end, 10" in the middle, 
and 13" at the wide end. Twelve stairs run up to a wooden 
landing. The wooden window frame on this level is 26 1/2" x 
42", and is 1/1 double hung. All the walls in the tower are 
painted plaster, with the exception of the lens room. 

Lens Room: An 8-step wooden ladder leads up to the lens room through a 
wooden trap door. The walls are ver t ica l ly sheathed wood. 
The lens room is 10-sided and has 5 bronze air vents located 
within the walls. These vents are c i rcular , and are housed 
within a square piece of metal. 

Lens: The original Fresnel lens has been modernized, but remains 
predominantly in i t s or iginal condition. I t has very small 
bronze f i t t i n g s . 

Vent: The original smoke vent is in tact , situated just above the 
lens. 

MAY 4 ;p87 
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION page 2 
Windows; 

Balcony: 

STATION 
BUILDING: 

EQUIPMENT 
BUILDING: 

KEEPER'S 
HOUSE AND 
TOWER (1856) 

BOATHOUSE: 

The wal l from the f l oo r to the windows and around the h a l f 
door leading onto the balcony. A huge grab bar is located 
near the hal f door. 
The iron balcony is 26" wide. The r a i l i n g , probably o r i g i n a l , 
is a simple one, consisting of two bars of iron running 36" 
between each post. The iron posts are 39" h igh , topped by an 
iron b a l l . 

The barracks, a two-story wooden frame bu i ld ing wi th f u l l 
basement and br ick and cement foundat ion, was constructed at 
Coskata Lifeboat Station a f te r f i r e destroyed the o r i g i na l 
bu i ld ing in 1934. When Coskata Lifeboat Stat ion was 
abandoned, the s t ruc ture was t ransferred to Brant Point on a 
barge in the f a l l o f 1950. I t is a wh i te-pa in ted , shingled 
bu i l d i ng . The ground f loor is used fo r adminis t rat ive 
o f f i c e s , mess deck, recreation room and ga l ley . The second 
f loor is used fo r barracks purposes on ly . The crew's head is 
on th is f l o o r . The basement is used f o r a laundry room, dry 
stores storage, d r i l l room, f l ag storage, fo r the storage of 
nonflammable paints and houses the u n i t ' s 
Another room, o f f se t from the res t o f the 
for the emergency generating plant. 

heating p lant , 
basement, is used 

The equipment bu i l d ing was formerly f o r the equipment 
bu i ld ing at Maddaket Lifeboat Station at the west end of 
Nantucket Is land. I t was f loated to Brant Point in 1934. I t 
is a wood frame, shingle-roofed bu i ld ing of two s to r i es . The 
lower f loo r consists of four large s t a l l s fo r the u n i t ' s 
veh ic les , a shop room and heater. I t has four large overhead 
doors on the east side and one small door on the south s ide . 
The upper level is used for storage spaces and a recreat ion 
room. 

The keeper's house, which is assigned to the O f f i c e r - i n -
Charge, is a two s tory br ick s t ruc tu re , w i th shingled 
roof and cement foundat ion. The basement is used fo r storage 
purposes and a heating p lant . In the base of an abandoned 
l ighthouse on the f ron t (north) side of the bu i ld ing is the 
switch which operates the East Je t ty Fog Horn. 

The boathouse is a wooden, shingle-roofed s t ruc ture on 
p i l i n g s . I t consists of two f l oo rs . The main f l oo r is f o r 
the inclement weather storage of the u n i t ' s small boats and is 
the storage locker f o r spare parts. There is also one ba t te ry 
charger and a ho is t ing engine. L ine, shackles, b locks, 
tack les, e t c . are stowed on the second f l o o r . 

M,AY 4 
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Chronological History 
1746 - The Town of Sherborn (later changed to Nantucket), voted to 

build a lighthouse on Brant Point. 

1758 - The f i r s t l ight burned, another was b u i l t . 

1774 - The second l ight was blown down in a storm, so a th i rd wooden 
lighthouse was erected (both the f i r s t and second lights were 
bu i l t at a cost to the town, not the Commonwealth). The 
keeper at Brant Point collected six shi l l ings from each vessel 
to help the costs of maintenance, beginning August 1 , 1774. 

1783 - The th i rd l ight burned. The Town of Sherborn bu i l t another, 
and continued to collect a fee from vessels using the harbor. 
(Boston Light also collected a fee). The last l i gh t , 
according to the Coast Guard records, was actually l i t t l e more 
than a beacon. 

1786 - This "beacon" was replaced by another. 

1788 - The second "beacon" was blown down in a story. A lighthouse 
was bu i l t again by the town. 

1795 - Sherborn changed i ts name to Nantucket. On June 23, the Grant 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts stated that "The United 
States derives i ts t i t l e to the Light House situate on Brant 
Point at the entrance of the Harbor of Nantucket, together 
with the land and tenements..." The lighthouse that was ceded 
to the U.S. was, in fact , the sixth lighthouse at Brant Point. 

1825 - The sixth lighthouse was condemned. The seventh l i gh t was 
bu i l t onto the keeper's dwelling. 

1839 - A piece of land was sold to the U.S. as a possible site for 
"Harbor Lights". I t consisted of 42 acres, and probably 
includes the land on which the Light Station now stands. 

1854 - Congress appropriated $15,000 for rebuilding the lighthouse at 
Brant Point. The towers was described as follows: "The 
foundation of the tower is of concrete 2 feet thick and 18 
feet in diameter. The base is of hanmered granite la id in a 
course 2 feet thick to a height of 12 feet. The interior of 
the base forms a cystern, where water may be caught for 
household purposes. The lamp is of cast iron with 12 l ights 
of plate glass. The lantern was a catadioptric appratus of 
the fourth order, commonly known as the Fresnel Light". This 
was one of the f i r s t lighthouses in the U.S. to have a Fresnel 
lens instal led. 

1856 - The tower (present dismantled one) and attached keeper's house 
were b u i l t . 
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Chronological History 
1900 - I t was necessary to move the l ight because of changes made to 

the channel. A fixed red beacon l ight was erected 600' from 
the tower due to the shi f t ing channel and the need to warn 
navigators of this change. 

1901 - The present tower was bu i l t . I t was the tenth l i gh t 
(including beacons) and was situated at the extremity of 
Brant Point. 

1908 - The two wooden towers were bu i l t . To navigators, when lined 
up, the towers represented the center of the exist ing 300' 
wide dredged channel, on the entrance into the harbor. While 
these range l ight guided mariners into the harbor, the 1901 
l igh t continued to mark the point i t se l f . 

1931 - The seawall was bu i l t . 

1936 - The boathouse (1 1/2 story wood frame, 30 1/2' x 58') and the 
launchway were bu i l t . 

1950 - A 1934 Station Dwelling was moved from Coskada and a 1938 
Equipment Building was moved from Maddaket. 

1959 A bell tower located at the si te was removed. The candlepower 
was increased from 900 to 1400. 

1975 - Brant Point was nominated as a National Landmark as an element 
of the Nantucket NHL Dist r ic t . 

1981 - The tower has 13,000 candlepower and is v is ib le for 10 miles. 

1982 - MHC approved moving of the 1936 boathouse to another si te of 
Nantucket's waterfront. 

1983 - The Brant Point Station Complex which includes the 1856 
abandoned l igh t tower and attached brick keepers dwelling was 
to ta l l y renovated in 1983. The Coast Guard plans to convert 
the abandoned l ight tower for use as a communications and 
watchstanders room. This conversion is an adaption on the 
lanternhouse theme. 
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Level of Significance 
The Brant Point Light Station possesses in tegr i ty of location, design, 
materials and workmanship as well as associations with the development of aids 
to navigation in Massachusetts. Although none of i ts 18th century conponents 
survive, i t continues to mark an important navigational point within the 
Nantucket National Landmark Dis t r ic t . I t meet c r i te r ia A & C of the National 
Register of Historic Places as well as survey c r i te r ia 2a, 4b and 5a. 
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