NPS Form 10-900 OMS Mo 10244X1B
(Rev MS)

United States Department of the Interior I u N i A1 \I
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places  NATK\AL
Registration Form RKisra)

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual properties or districts. See instructions In Guidelines
for Compieting National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
higoric name Benjanain Stickney Cable Memorial Hospital
other names/site number

2. Location

sreet & numbe Intersection of Routes |A and 133 N/Al not for publication
city, town  Ipswich NI*Al vicinity
gate M assachusetts code MA county Essex code 009 zip code 01938

3. Classification

Ownership of Properly Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private Pn building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| | public-local | Idistrict 1 0 buildings
I I public-State I Isite sites
I 1 public-Federal HXx] structure 0 1 structures
r~] object objects
1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register n

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

[X] nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the propejtviil meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
\7.t.Ci.u/ A Wiowwa

Sgnature d cartifying officia Execut M@ Di rector, Massachusetts Historical Dae Cotnmissit

State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[*entered in the National Register.
| 1See continuation sheet,
n determined eligible for the National
Register. | »# See continuation sheet,
[*determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Benjamin Stickney Cable Memorial

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Health Care/Hospital

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Benjamn Stickney Cable Menori al

Hospital, Ispwich, MA

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Vacant/Not in use

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete
walls Brick

r oof Slate
other Terra Cotta, Marble, Wod,
Asphalt, Metal, Steel

Hospital (Cable Hospital hereafter)i s

located on an irregular-shaped!| ot formed by theintersection of Routes 133

and | Ai nlpswich, Massachusetts. | ti sset back 700 feet + fromt he
Intersection and i ssited at an elevation of 73.88 feet above sealevel, on
the promontory of alowhill, and i sapproached by a curved driveway off Route

A through a large open lawn i nwhich aretwo parking lots. The driveway
bears east at a formal circle (nowaltered) i nfront of theentrance to the
original building, andexits from theproperty onto Route 133. The Col oni al
Revival -style hospital, completed i n1917, i sa brick structure seti n an
H shaped plan. A large addition, conpleted i n1961, extends from t he east

el evation of theoriginal structure.

A small, raised grass terracewith steps

fills thesmall court at themain entrance tothe1917 structure. Behind the
original building i sa larger, open patients' terrace, defined by | owconcrete
and brick walls and a variety of shrubs. Que of thetwo remaining, gabled

airing balconies extends from t hewest

elevation t oform one edge of the

terrace. The east edge of this terrace has been reconfiguredwith the addition
of adining room built into theslope i n 1961.

The original Cable Hospital building (65feet X 120 feet) i sa 2 1/2-story
brick |oad-bearing and terracotta tile structure, Hshaped i nplan, with a
gable main block and symmetrical projecting wngs, which termnate, front and

rear, with promnent parapeted gables,

each articulated with paired, false

chi meys. Gabl ed, clapboarded dormers arelocated on thenorth elevation of

the main roof and t heeast and west el evations of thewings. The roof i sclad
with variegated purple slate. A large |louvered wood, octagonal ventilatori s
centered on theridge line of themin block roof, which also contains a deck,

unseen from t he ground. The original

brick furnace chimmey rises throughthe

roof deck midway between t heventilator and t hewest end. A one-story
rectangular airing balcony (10feet x 30 feet) with a gabled parapet end
extends perpendicular tothewest elevation. This addition also includedthe
one-story (30feet x 35 feet) brick and concrete dining roomsunk i n the
terrace behind theaddition. Both of the 1961 structures are considered
non-contributing elements of theNational Register resource.

Centered on therear (south) elevation of themin block i san additional

two-story airing balcony, or sun porch,

framed i nwood with applied moldings,

vrtiich rests upon clustered wooden posts. The porch roof was originally topped

[x] See continuation sheet
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with a wooden bal ustrade. The south porch was seasonally enclosed and has a
glass sun porch which extended to either side of the balcony on the first
floor and was apparently constructed soon after the hospital opened. By 1955,
the sunroons, which had collapsed because of snow, were replaced with

per manent wood frame structures with wi ndows facing the patients' terrace.

The H-shaped main block has an active facade with even fenestration and a
variety of window styles. All the windows in the original structure have
marble sills and splayed lintels, with wood surrounds and doubl e-hung sash.
The first level in particular is conposed of a nunber of diverse design
elements. The front entrance, topped with a tracery fanlight, i s surrounded
by a projecting portico with paired colums that support a sinple pediment.
O both sides of the portico are fixed, ten-light narrow slit w ndows. These
are flanked by large, twelve-light over six arched, double-hung wi ndows with
tracery in the upper sash, simlar to those found in the second-floor dormers
t hroughout the structure. Next to these openings are tri-partite windows with
a center section of six over six flanked by narrow two over tw w ndows.
Basenment w ndows, although shortened, reflect those above themin style and
detailing.

The second floor of the main block is expressed within the roof plane with the
gabl ed dormers. Each dormer has arched, double-hung windows with tracery
muntins in the arched top sash.

The north elevation of the east wing of the building, at foundation Ilevel, has
two rectangular w ndows and a steel double-door; at the first story there are
three rectangular six over six wi ndows; the second story has tw centered six
over six doubl e-hung wi ndows. Punctuating the gable is a small, centered
lunette. The west elevation of this wing has an altered single blind w ndow
opening on the first floor. The second-story roof plane has a gabled dornmer
identical to those on the nmain block. In 1961 the emergency room entrance was
noved from the west side of the original building to the east wing. This
resulted in a dramatic change in grade and the addition of a door, concrete
bunpers, and a steel colummed, metal-roofed porch. As a consequence, the east
elevation of this wing has been severely altered.

The west wing's north elevation was also originally organized with three
bays. Only the east opening remains a windowon the ground level; the center
and west bays have been bricked in and nade into vents for the furnace room
O the upper level, where the operating roomis located, and centered on the
north elevation, is a large steel-frame, Palladian-like w ndow set into a
sem -circular arch and extends into the second story. The central bay has a
single-glazed sheet glass window, and the two flanking openings have worKking
casement vents. These elenments are surmounted by a small fan light with
tracery simlar to the dormer windows, and is surrounded by an enriched wood

(continued)
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panel. The architect, wanting to preserve the architectural integrity of the
structure, designed a unique solution for incorporating this large opening.
Operating roons of the era used natural |ight and often had |arge w ndows and

skylights. This is disguised on the facade by the arch of the Palladian-like
wi ndow. Inside, on the second floor, the windowis enclosed within a soffit
structure sheathed in wainscotting, which also served as a sitting bench in
the sewing room In 1961 a brick furnace chimey was added to the face of
this elevation. There are tw narrow two over five vent wi ndows which flank
the central operating roomw ndow, the east w ndow has been partially altered
with the installation of louvers. The east elevation of this wing is
identical to that described for itscounterpart, except that the single
opening has not been altered by brick in-fill.

The first story on the west elevation, fromnorth to south has two rectangular
wi ndows, a broad, plain, segnental-arched frame door, a brick, flat-roofed
vestibule entrance with a nodern door and a rectangular w ndow above; and a
bricked-in w ndow opening at the south end. A small brick and concrete, shed
roofed loading dock with a ranp and steps extends partly across this
elevation. The remaining airing balcony extends fromthis elevation as well.

The west end of the conplex historically served as a service entrance,
handl i ng ambul ance calls, deliveries to the basenent |aboratories, coal
delivery, and renoval of the deceased. A Classical portico, simlar to the
front entry, formerly appointed this elevation, with a platform for

| oadi ng/ unl oadi ng patients and hospital equipnment. An adjacent areaway
contained a flight of stairs to the basenment. These structures were al |
modi fied or replaced in 1961, when the emergency roomwas transferred to the
east portion of the building.

The south elevation of the 1917 block is expressed with only the first and
second stories above ground |evel because of the change in elevation of the
sloping building site. The west wing has three bays on the first story and
two on the second; windows are typical six over six configuration. A lunette
is found in the parapeted gable. There are three half-sashed windows in wells
bel ow the terrace grade which illumi nate the basement. The east opening at
the first-story level has been bricked in.

The east wing's south elevation is similar, but there are only tw bays and a
lunette on each of the three levels. The return elevations of each wing (east
and west) are short sections of wall that both contain a single bricked-in

W ndow openi ng.

Perpendicular to the west wing stands the remaining airing balcony. It is a
one-story gabled brick structure with a slate roof. There are three recessed
brick panels on the north elevation; each has a small rectangular w ndow at

(continued)
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the top. A small door had been added i nthecenter bay i n1971. Wen
constructed, these three bays were covered with wooden lattice. The south
elevation was filled inwith a wood and glass wall i nca. 1955 and | ater
becare part of an enclosed wal kway t ot headjacent medical office building
(1971). Originally, thesouth elevation was open totheair with no w ndows
or lattice, allowing patients toconvalesce i nthesunshine and fresh air.

The end wall of this balcony has an eight over eight, double-hung windowin a
sem -circular arched opening and a wooden fan light.

Nort hwest of theairing balcony and linked by a brick wall and gate, i s the
anbul ance court and anbul ance garage, containing living quarters for the
staff. The garage and court were removed i n1971, making way for the adjacent
medi cal building (not part of this nom nation).

The large, sweeping front [awn has undergone significant alterations and |ost
much of itsoriginal interior and border plantings toparking lots and hi ghway
relocations. I n1961, as part of plans for theaddition, thecircular drive
in front of theoriginal main block was reduced i nsize. At thesane time, a
new parking | ot and electrical transformer station were added. 1 n1971, with
the construction of theCable Medical Center (not part of this property), a
57-car parking | ot was constructed adjacent toCable Menorial Hospital. The
area i nfront of thehospital, which i senclosed by thewi ngs, i sa raised
brick and marble edged terrace planted with grass. The terrace survives
intact. A brick walk leads tothehospital entrance, and on thewalls of the
terrace flanking theentrance aretwo original Classical cast-iron lanmp posts.

The patients' terrace, a rectangular grassy area surrounded by a | owconcrete
foundation wall, lies behind thehospital and i s175 feet x 80 feet i n
dimension. Originally, theterrace was enclosed with a | owbrick wall,
detailed with marble copings and spheres. These features, and two pergol as,
whi ch were located i nthesoutheast and southwest corners of theterrace, were
removed i n1961 t o reduce mai ntenance costs. The 1961 sunken dining room
altered theeast side of theterrace, although thel owbrick wall and coping
were repeated toscreen theasphalt roof. The southern edge of theterracei s
lined with shrubs and trees and planting beds. Intensive maintenance of this
peri meter was abandoned i nthe 1940s with thedeath of Ransey Sinclair, a

mai nt enance staff menber.

The south lawn, beyond thepatients' terrace, was originally nmowed, but has
been allowed t oreturn t owoodl and. Except for a narrow fire |ane passing

through this area fromitsoriginat Route 133, theformer lawn i s entirely
overgrown with nmature hardwood trees.

(continued)
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In 1961, a three-story, rectangular, flat-roofed addition, designed by Janes
H Ritchie & Associates, Boston, was added t ot heeast elevation of the
original structure. The addition i srelated totheoriginal structure through
use of thesanme materials and colors (red brick and marble trim, thesane
east/west axis, roof line, and lintel configuration. Wndows have steel
frames and sash. There areno windows on thefirst story;, and five mullioned
six over six windows on thethird story with a single eight over eight w ndow
in thewest end bay. Large air vents and grates of sheet metal runalongthe
first story at ground |evel on thenorth elevation. The east elevation i s not
fenestrated but has a vertical, white marble decorative panel. The wi ndows
fill thetwo west bays of t hesecond story and a mullioned six over six w ndow
is adjacent tothelatter. The third story has eight over eight windowsi n
the two west end bays; theremaining five bays contain mullioned six over six
wi ndows. The block i ssurnounted by a large rectangular, one-story brick

el evator penthouse.

The transformer station, a one-story, brick, L-shaped utility structure, i s
situated approximtely 50 feet north of the1961addition. This
noncontributing structure also houses t heemergency generator for the hospital
conpl ex. An adjacent wooden utility pole marks theelectrical service
entrance off themain grid, which runs along Route 133.

The 1961 addition increased thecapacity of thehospital from 20 t 041 beds
and resulted i na re-arrangement of thefunctions of the1917 structure,

al though thebasic central corridor plan and nany of theoriginal features,
surfaces, and significant spaces remain intact. Hospital architects of the
.early twentieth century were specific regarding materials and design for wall

and floor surfaces, as Edward F. Stevens expressed i nCable Hospital. The
materials recomrended by Stevens i nhis book. The Anerican Hospital of the
Twentieth Century, were those used and still found i nthewards and operating

rooms. Mbst floors areeither covered with linoleum or theoriginal polished
terrazzo; walls and ceilings of patient rooms and hallways ar e snooth-surfaced
hard plaster, with base, ceilings, andwall corners coved t o inhibit
unsanitary conditions. The redtile floors of theairing balcony and south
porch areas areextant. The operating roomand i ts innovative w ndowi s
essentially intact, as aretheoriginal dark buff Geuby tiles (now painted
white) and gray sand tile floor, surgical instrument cases and radiator.

Tiles have been added above t heGueby tiles and theoriginal interior storm
wi ndow has been renoved.

Mermorial Hall, thecrossing of thecentral corridor, and t hepatients' day
room al |l located on thefirst floor and part of theoriginal entrances to the
1917 block, arethenost significant spaces within Cable Hospital. The

enriched architectural treatment of these spaces includes paneled
wai nscotting, |eaded-glass French doors, ceiling crown moldings, and

(continued)
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sem -circular arches in the corridors with keystones. Marble menorial tablets
in the entry vestibule recall the original benefactors; the bronze tablets
inside (now renmoved for security reasons) are in menmoriamto Benjamin Stickney
Cable. Tw side roonms, off Menmorial Hall, which functioned as a waiting room
and the admnistrator's office, are similarlyfinished but have been altered
somewhat with dropped ceilings and a partially in-filled door opening.

Several pairs of the original | eaded-glass doors are m ssing.

Nursing staff originally lived on the second floor of the hospital. Finishes
of door and w ndow openings typically include single half-round moldings (to
facilitate cleaning) and battered door openings. The original staff dining
room |abs and autopsy room as well as the boiler plant, were all located in
the basement. Extensive changes have been nade in roompartitions and
finishes in these areas, as technology and patient care have advanced.

There are two original steel stairways in the building, one at the west end,
the second closer to the east end. The latter connected the nurses' living
quarters on the second floor with the original dining roomand kitchen in the
basement, now a staff lounge. Both stairs are steel framed, with square
wrought-iron balusters, hardwood handrails, and square steel newel posts
ornamented with brass knobs. Treads are nolded terrazzo.

Interior spaces and finishes in the 1961 addition, while not of historic
significance, fall on the sane general central corridor plan. Terrazzo floors
and hard plaster finishes are typically carried through this wing. A nodern
steel, fire-ratedstaircase is located at the northeast comer the building.
There are two elevators in the Cable Hospital (1917, 1961); both are operated
electrically and are cable type. The cars have plain, unomanmented steel

wal I's and doors.

Cabl e Hospital, in active service between 1917-1980 and closed in 1987,
retains integrity of itsoriginal location, setting, material, workmanshinp,
feeling and association, and conveys the character of the original
architectural and |andscape plan, although continually updated to meet demands
of advancing medical science, clinical space, and patient treatment
requirements. The integrity of the original architectural design remains
intact and distinguishable. Although altered by the 1961 addition, which
affected the east elevation of the hospital and part of the patients' terrace,
the principal elevations, grades, and circulationplan survive.

(continued)
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ARCHAEQ . GF CAL DESCR PTI ON

While no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded ontheproperty, it i s
likely that sites arepresent. At |east 14 known sites have been recorded i n
the general area (within onemile), andtwosites, 19-ES210 and 19-ES-339 may
extend onto thehospital property. Coastal Essex County maintains one of the
hi ghest prehistoric site densities in Massachusetts. These factors plusthe
locational characteristics of theproperty, a well drained, level promontory
on alowhill inclose proximty tothelpswich River andPlumlsland Sand
Marshes, indicates a high potential for locating sites.

There i salso a high potential for locating significant historical
archaeol ogical remains ontheproperty. Systematic survey andtesting could
determ ne whether or not Plantation Period or |ater survivals exist on the
property. Ipswich was settled during theseventeenth century with the initial
settlement less than onemle from thehospital property. Duet otheclose
proximty of thehospital tothelpswich River andthetown's first settlement
locus a distinct possibilityexists for recovering survivals of this andl ater
periods onhospital property. Archaeological survivals andtrash deposits may
exist onhospital property related t ospecific functions of thehospital.
Structural remains andfeatures (trash pits, privies) associated with Capt.
Mason's fifty tents andwooden barracks nay exist onthepatients' terrace
outside thehospital building.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I Inationally O statewide [£] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ XA [X]IC 1 ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A \z]B ~ C [JF I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Sii;nificance Significant Dates
Architecture 1917- 1937 1917
Social History 1961
Heal t h/ Medi ci ne 1986
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
Crane, Richard Teller, Jr Stevens, Edward E; Stewart. Marr.

Brothers. Shurtleff, Arthur A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Benjamn Stickney Cable Menmorial Hospital, Ipswich, Massachusetts (Cable
Hospital hereafter), retains integrity of |ocation, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The property i s significant
locally within thecontext of health care and medicine, and as an unusual
institutional exanple of Colonial Revival architecturei nlpswich, duringthe
early twentieth century. Cable Hospital was conmpleted i n 1917 after eleven
years of fund-raising and planning. |t was a nodern, first-class facility of
20 beds for thegrowing North Shore manufacturing town of Ipswich. Wthits
innovative, well-equipped operating room electric elevator, cooking and
sterilizing equipment, and patients' terrace and airing balconies. Cable
Hospital fulfils Criterion A representing thetransition from hone health
care tothenodern conmunity facility, where nore effective treatment, under
sanitary conditions, could be adm nistered. Expanded t 041 beds i n 1961,
Cabl e Hospital remained theconmunity's only hospital until 1980, wheni t
ceased t ooperate after several years of budgetary shortfalls, exacerbated by
its small scale and limted diagnostic capacity. Crane, the principal
benefactor of theinstitution and a Md-western industrialist of national
stature, sumrered i nlpswich; he was well known as a philanthropist,
particularly for medical institutions. GCrane wished toprovide a nmenorial for
his friend Benjamin Stickney Cable, who died in an automobile accident while
visiting Crane at his ocean-front estate i n1915. Cable was president of the
Rock Island Railroad at thetime of his death. Recognizing that a hospital
woul d be an appropriate and lasting menorial. Crane purchased t heland and
donated $145,000 t ot helpswich Hospital Corporation. The nom nated property
also fulfills Criterion C Cable Hospital i ssignificant i nthearchitectural
context of Ipswich, representing an evolution of design thought embracingthe
eighteenth, late nineteenth, and early twentieth centuries. |tsarchitect,
noted hospital designer Edward F. Stevens, combined a formal plan, exterior
brick treatment, and marble details tocreate a structurei ntheGeorgian
Revival node—a building designed t oharmonize with theColonial-era character

[in See continuation sheet
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of itscomunity. Planning for a town hospital began in the early 1900s with
a local fund-raisingeffort by a group of Ipswich teenagers known as the
Hospital Girls. They raised $1,000 i n four years, which was matched by
Richard T. Crane, Jr. Soon after, in 1910, the Ipswich Hospital Corporation
was formed, and in 1911 the Corporation purchased an anbul ance to send
patients to hospitalsin Salemand Beverly.

The accidental death of Benjamin S Cable coincided with the town of Ipswich's
canpaign to build a hospital in response to the growing need for a local,
nmodern facility to care for town residents and an expanding immgrant mill

wor ker popul ation. Throughout the nineteenth and early twentiethcenturies,

[ pswich had a small textile industry, producing lace and then hosiery. During
this period, health care treatment, ranging from births to the care of the
termnally ill, was largely provided at home. Special asyluns were devel oped
as early as the 1830s for the mentally insane; but care of the physically il |
in large centralized hospital sws uncommon until after the Civil Vr. As the
econony turned increasinglyto industrialization and the population increased,
the need for local coimunity medical facilities became readily apparent. At
the sane time, advancing medical technology, such as the discovery of the
cause and cure of blood poisoning. X-ray diagnostic techniques, antiseptic
solutions which facilitated surgical methods, and the increased awareness of
the need for a sterile environment, resultedin a gradual realization that
hospitals need no |onger be places inwhich sick people awaited death, but
institutions that could restore health and prevent disease. This know edge
had a powerful effect on the medical community of the early twentieth century,
and many towns, including Ipswich, began to build their ow health care
facilities. Soon after the opening of Cable Hospital in August 1917, the idea
of a nodern centralized hospital care facility was tested in one of the

| argest epidem ol ogical outbreaks in America in this century. The Spanish
influenza struck Ipswich in Septenber 1918, quickly filling the hospital"'s
twenty beds with the stricken, and those whose illness had progressed to
pneunoni a. Acting swiftly, the trustees of the Ipswich Hospital Corporation
resolved to offer the hospital property to state authorities, who on October
6, 1918, established a tent hospital, to begin outdoor treatment of the sick.
CGanp Mason, as the tenporary outdoor hospital was called (honoring the
hospital's president Herbert W Mson), was conprised of fifty tents flanking
the front entry drive and a wooden barracks 180 feet inlength, apparently
built on the patients' terrace. The latter served as a base hospital for sick
and wounded soldiers. All of this work was performed by Conpany N 15th
Massachusetts Infantry. The influenza epidem ¢ ended by Novenber 1918, but
the barracks remmined standing until after August 1919.

Following the inpetus established by the Ipswich Hospital Girls in 1906 and
their success inraising seed funds, the Ipswich Hospital Corporation was
incorporated on My 28, 1910. Following the death of Benjamn S Cable in

(continued)
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Sept enber 1915, his close friend Richard T. Crane, Jr., announced to his
fellow hospital corporation trustees on COctober 22 that he had purchased the
property at the intersection of County and Essex Roads and proposed to fund
construction of a hospital, to be named i n honor of his deceased friend. The
corporation readily agreed, and the cornerstonewas laid on July 22, 1916, at
a cerenony attended by M. and Ms. Crane and dignitiaries from |pswich,
Ham | ton, and Rowl ey. The hospital was opened on August 1, 1917 and formally
dedi cated on August 4. A bronze tablet, with a bas relief of Benjamn S
Cable, sculpted by Bela Pratt, was unveiled i nMenorial Hall prior tothe
public ceremony. Crane |ater presented the deeds to the property toHerbert
W Mason at the public cerenmony, culmnating the eleven-year drive to build a
nmodern hospital i nlpswich. Until its closing i n1980, the Benjam n Stickney
Cable Merorial Hospital remained |pswich'sonly hospital.

Wthin the context of local |pswich history, the Cable Menorial Hospital is
significant i nthe social/humanitarian character of the town of I|pswich and
its association with the life of significant persons. The hospital and |and
was donated by Richard Teller Crane, Jr. Crane was a manufacturer who nade
his fortune i nthe Crane Conpany, a Chicago-based, fam|y-owned enterprise
that nmade valves, fittings, and plunbing fixtures. Crane lived i n Chicago;
begi nning i n 1910, he began buying land i nlpswich for a sumrer resi dence.
Eventual |y he assenbled 3,500 acres concentrated around Castle and Steep
Hills, Argilla Road, and |pswich Bay. The grounds of the estate were designed
by Arthur A Shurtleff, a summwer nei ghbor of the Cranes on Argilla Road, and a
prom nent Boston |andscape architect, who |ater designed the ground of Cable
Hospital. | n addition to the hospital. Crane later donated hi s hone "Castle
Hill" and the surrounding grounds and Crane's Beach to the people of Ipswich
and the general public.

O September 27, 1915, Crane and Benjamin Stickney Cable, his friend and Yale
classmate, were involved i nan autonobile collision while riding together.
Crane was seriously injured and Cable killed. At the time of his death. Cable
was president of the Rock Island Railroad, and former Assistant Secretary of
Commerce and Labor i nthe Taft Admnistration (1909-1913).

Crane was well known for his philanthropic nature. H distributed conpany
stock to enployees and gave over fifty acres of historically significant |and
to Illinois. H was particularly generous inhisgifts tothe medical field.
H donated noney to the Iroquois Menorial Hospital, Chicago; endowed the
departments of therapeutics at New York Hospital and Bellevue Hospital in New
York City, and donated noney to the Florence Crane Hospital, Hartford,
Connecticut (naned after hiswife). Edward F. Stevens, architect for the
Cabl e Hospital, wrote that "a hospital building isa . . . nost satisfactory
menorial to anyone, since it i s one which functions twenty-four hours i na
day, every day i nthe year" (The Anerican Hospital i nthe Twentieth Century).

(continued)
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In accord with this counsel, and following his own philanthropicwill, Richard
Crane funded thetown's first hospital as a menorial t oBenjam n Cable,
engagi ng Edward Stevens t odesign it.

Cabl e Hospital i sarchitecturally significant because i ti san unusual and
wel | -executed exanple of early twentieth century Colonial Revival
architecture, a style chosen expressly by thearchitect because, as he wote
in The American Hospital of theTwentieth Century, "The early CGeorgian style
is so coomon i nt heold New England towns."

The hospital and grounds areal so inmportant as exanples of thework of two
master designers: thearchitect Edward F. Stevens, and t hel andscape architect
Arthur A Shurtleff (later Shurcliff).

Stevens, a native of Dedham Massachusetts, and a resident of Boston, was
familiar with early architectural styles in and around theBoston region.
Stevens' selectionof theGeorgian Revival style was a sensitive approachto
the architectural framework of Ipswich, which contains a |arge nunber of First
Period, eighteenth century, and early nineteenth century structures. The
style was extremely popular during thelast quarter of thenineteenth century
and thefirst half of thetwentieth century, and i sstill being built today.
The style emerged during thelate nineteenth century as an acadenmic reaction
to widespread eclecticismin Amrerican architecture. At theforefront of the
effort torestore order tothearchitectureof this continent stood the New
York firm of MKim Mad & Wite. For itssources, theGeorgian Revival style
drew upon t heEnglish Georgian style and early dwellings of theNew World
colonial settlers, particularly those of thelate nineteenth century. Cable
Hospital strongly evokes this style through classically inspired proportions
and details, and itsstrong symmetrical arrangement. The 1961 additionto the
east wing, while clearly changing t hemass of theoverall conposition, affects
only one el evation and does not impair theintegrity of theoriginal
structure. The Georgian Revival style i smore commonly found appliedto
residential dwellings, or municipal offices and libraries. |1ts application
for a small hospital i sunusual and innovative i n combining therapeutic
principles of fresh air and sunlight with | andscape and setting i n an

ei ghteenth century building node.

Edward F. Stevens specialized inhospital design for his entire sixty-year
professional career during which he designed over 150 hospitals. He graduated
from t heMassachusetts Institute of Technology (MT) i n1883 and worked for a
nunber of firms i n New York and Boston, including MKim Mad and Wite,
before formng a partnership i n1890 with Henry R Kendall and Bertram Tayl or,

formng Kendall, Stevens and Taylor. M. Stevens was destined t ospend his
whol e career with t heconpany. The firm was reorganized i n1909 as Kendal |,
Stevens and Lee; i n1912 as Stevens & Lee, and finally, i n1933, as Stevens,

(continued)
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Curtin, Mason & Riley. Fromits inception thearchitects specializedi n
hospitals and designed large and small facilities throughout Massachusetts,
New Engl and, and t heUnited States. The partnership was particularly known
for Boston City Hospital; Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital, Boston; State
Hospitals at Westhoro and Worcester; and t he Newton City Hospital, Newton,
Massachusetts. | t appears that while thefirm as a whole designed hospitals,
the individual partners took credit for certain designs. Stevens was
associated with theGeneral Hospital at New Britain, Connecticut; Springfield,
Massachusetts City Hospital; and Quincy Hospital, Quincy, Massachusetts.
Stevens also designed t he New Engl and Deaconess Hospital, Concord,
Massachusetts; and t heMel rose Hospital, Melrose, Massachusetts. Wthinthe
North Shore comunity, Stevens designed, i n addition totheCable Menorial
Hospital, thelJosiah B. Thomas Hospital, Peabody, Massachusetts, whilethe
firm designed t heBeverly Hospital, Beverly, Massachusetts, and t he Anna
Jacques Hospital, Newburyport, Massachusetts.

In 1910, Stevens wrote a book on hospital design. The Anerican Hospital of the
Twentieth Century, because he felt that fewvolunes on hospital design were
available and that " . .. none were comensurate with therapid growth and
devel opnment of t henobdern Anerican hospital. . ." Revised editions were issued
through 1927, and t hevolune becane a standard work on designing |arge and
smal | hospitals, with chapters on ward, surgical, and medical units, grounds,
and equipnment. The book i sillustrated with his own designs and those of
Kendal |, Taylor and Stevens. The Cable Menorial Hospital i sdescribed i nthe
chapter on small hospitals.

Stevens used and refined a nunber of small hospital design details within his
ouevre of hospitals, while closely adhering t oaccepted scientific principles
of health care which, by necessity, subordinated architecture t othenethods
of conval escent treatment. | nhospital design of this period, considerable
emphasis was placed upon t hetherapeutic benefits of fresh air, inproved
ventilation, and exposure tosunlight. Pure airwas of particular inportance
in thetreatment of diseases of thelungs, especially tuberculosis and
pneunoni a.

Stevens was also given t headditional charge of creating a fitting menorial
for Benjamin Cable, within thedesign of thehospital and grounds. To this
end, Stevens's design for Cable Hospital utilized thenatural site attributes
to maxi mum advantage. Siting thebuilding on thepronmontory of theproperty
al l owed fresh breezes tocirculate freely, as well as providing a suitable

| andscape pedestal for thememorial. Airing terrace and t hesouth porch
fronted on, and were spatially connected with, thepatients' terrace, thel75
X 80 foot |andscaped court originally enclosed by a | owbrick wall, which
contained planting beds and two pergol as, each connected totheairing

bal conies with gravel paths. Designed toprovide a natural, airy, sunlit

(continued)
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environment for convalescing patients by offering protection fromcold winds,
quiet and privacy, yet with views, and easy grades t oencourage mobility,the
patients' terrace andairing balconies were, practically speaking, an
expression as well as an extension of both the therapeutic programand t he
architecture of the hospital.

As the principles of conval escent care evolved however, andhospital costs
rose, enphasis on features such as the patients' terrace andairing balconies
was de-enphasi zed; at Cable Hospital this was expressed by c. 1940 i n

scal ed- back mai ntenance of the [awns south of the patients' terrace, resulting
in their conplete re-forestation; andthe 1961 intrusion of the sub-surface
dining roomand loss of the east airing balcony. While altered, the spatial
quality, size andrelationship of the patients' terrace, andthe function of
the west airing balcony, have been retained, preserving the integrity of this
portion of the setting at a level easily interpretable.

By conparison with other exanples of Stevens' work, similarities exist with
Deaconess Hospital in the use of airing balconies, double-glazed operating
roomw ndows and i n the arrangenment and separation of specialized spaces such
as operating roons on the north elevation and patients' roons onthe south.

In the Peabody Hospital, again, as in Cable, the operating room w ndowwas
integrated into the design of the hospital, andin fact, was highlighted as a
maj or architectural feature in both buildings. Cable Hospital was designed by
Stevens at the age of 57, after thirty-four years of hospital design
experience and as such, is the work of a widely-known, mature practitioner.

The |andscape and grounds of Cable Hospital were designed by Arthur A
Shurtleff, landscape architect of Boston and | pswich, Massachusetts.

Shurtleff, whose surnane was changed t o Shurcliff in 1930, was conmissionedt o
prepare the |andscape plans for nmany estates in Ipswich, including Richard T.
Crane, Jr.'s "Castle Hill." It was through the association with Crane that
Shurtleff was asked t oprepare the plans for Cable Hospital. Whether
Shurtleff performed on a fee basis or as a charitable gesture remains

unclear. In letters, dated 1923, Shurtleff provided detailed guidance for
suppl ementing the original 1917 planting plan, of which little is known. The
| andscape design of Cable Hospital, including original contours, roadway

circulation, perimeter screening, andthe front circle have been altered
significantly;, most of these changes occurred in 1934, ca. 1940, 1955 and
1961.

Shurtleff planned Cable Hospital in md-career, when he was 47.  Although
significantly altered, his design for Cable Hospital is an exanple of the work
of a master designer, but one which ranks of mnor inmportance conmpared with
the major body of Shurtleff's work.

(continued)
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Arthur A Shurtleff was a graduate of MT (1894) and Harvard University
(1896), and worked i ntheBrookline offices of Onsted, O nsted, and Elliot
between 1895 and 1907. I nthefirm he was involved with theinnovative plans
for Biltmore, theVanderbilt estate i n Asheville, North Carolina. From1899
until 1907 he lectured i ntown planning at Harvard and aided Frederick Law
O msted, Jr., i ntheestablishment, at Harvard, of thefirst four-year college
curriculum i nLandscape Architecture i ntheUnited States (1899). | n 1907
Shurtleff opened his own office i n Boston, which he maintained until 1928,
when he was called toW I liamsburg, Virginia, toassume responsibility for
restoration of thehistorical |andscape and gardens of Virginia's first
capitol. Shurtleff served as advisor t otheBoston Parks Department and t he
Metropolitan District Conmm ssion and designed parks and park systens f or
cities nationwide. He planned therestoration of theBoston Gomrmon, and was
responsible for extending Onsted' s "Enerald Necklace." H workedi n
association with thepremer architectural firms of theday i n designing
layouts for private schools, colleges and universities, hospitalsand
parkways. Shurtleff's privateclientele led t oconmssions forthe

devel opment of numerous planned subdivisions, several mill villages, and
hundreds of private residence |andscape plans. 1 n1938, Shurtleff was asked
to assist with theplanning for O d Sturbridge Village i n Massachusetts.

Bet ween 1941 and 1956, he served as a | andscape consultant t o Historic

Wlliamsburg, but only on a restricted basis after 1949; he died i nBostoni n
1957.

(end)
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VWi they, Henry F. and Elsie Rathbone \Whithey. Biographical Dictionary of
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Arthur A Shurcliff biographical file materials. [Library, Colonial
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCR PTI ON

Begi nning at thenortherly point of curvature and Mass Hi ghway Bound on
the westerly side of Essex Road, a public way and | and of Beverly Hospit al
Cor poration.

Thence southerly by a curve line onEssex Road with a radius of 800.00
feet, adistance of 395.47 feet to a Mass H ghway Bound;

Thence S 00 59' 55"Wby Essex Road, a distance of 454.25 feet tolandof
William R Boswell;

Thence S 39 20'49"Whby | and of Boswell, a distance of 322.36 feet to land
of Meredith R Drinkwater;

Thence N 42 39' 44' Wby | and of Drinkwater, a distance of 441.36 feet toa
stone Bound at |and of John J. Spears etux;

Thence N 47 20' 16"E by | and of Spears, a distance of 52.09 feet tolandof
the Cable Professional Association;

Thence S4157' 11"E by land of T.CP. A, adistance of 96.26 feet toa
corner;

Thence N 48 02'49"E by land of T CP.A, adistance of 117.14 feet toa
spi ke at the corner;

Thence N 00 57' 11"Wby land of T CP. A, adistance of 133.19 feet toa
spi ke at the corner;

Thence N 46 32' 49"E by land of T CP. A, adistance of 11.22 feet toa
corner;

Thence N 43 27' 11"Wby land of T CP. A, adistance of 12.25 feet toa
corner;

Thence N 00 57' 11"Whby land of T CP. A, adistance of 148.02 feet toa
spike at the corner;

Thence N 43 24' 11"Wby land of T CP. A, adistance of 132.98 feet to an
iron at County Road;

Thence N 38 02' 49"E by County Road, a distance of 221.84 feet t o anangle
point at County Road;

(continued)
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Thence N 34 36' 48"E by County Road, a distance of 187.71 feet t oan MB

Thence by a curve line connecting County Road t o Essex Road with radius
50.00 feet a distance of 103.02 feet t oan MB at t hepoint of beginning;

The above described parcel of land has an area of 7.38 +/1 acres and i s
shown on a plan by: Hancock Survey Associates, dated January 9, 1989.
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The | nformation listed below i scommon t oall seven of thephotographs included inthis
sect i on:

1) Benjamin Stickney Cable Menorial Hospital

) [ pswich, MA

) Christopher W Closs

) Decenber 16, 1988

~ W N

5) Closs Planners Inc. 8i North State Street Concord, NH 03301

Description of Photographs

#1  View South North lawn i nforeground; north elevation of Cable Hospital
showing 1961 addition at left; original 1916 hospital at right.
Photo 1of 7

#2  View Southeast North circle and north elevation of 1916 portion of Cable Hospital,
showing raised front entry terrace (center) and operating room
window i nthewest wing (right). Photo 2 of 7

#3  View Southeast North elevation of 1961 east addition (left); 1916 hospital
building (right), with north circle inforeground. Photo 3 of 7

#k  View Southwest East addition (1961) - east andnorth elevations show ng typical

fenestration and marlble sill andlintel details, and marble panel
at east end. Photo 4 of 7

#  View Northeast 1916 hospital south elevation, with patients' terrace infore-
ground. Shown at center i ssouth porch; west airing balcony i s
partially out of view at left. Photo 5of 7

#  View Northwest 1916 hospital south elevation. Lowhbrick wall at right defines
roof of 1961 sub-surface dining room west airing balcony is in
the distance, at end of west wing. Photo 6 of 7

#7  View Northwest Interior of Menorial Hall, showing Georgian Revival detailingi n

panel | ed wainscot, mol di ngs, and doors. Front entry (north)
door isat right. Photo 7 of 7

For Key t o Photographs, see Section 7, Page 8, Exhibit 1 (Sketch Map); nunber and
direction of view of thesix exterior photographs i sdelineated with a broad arrow
(Photo ttl - an interior view - i snot keyed t othe Sketch Mao).
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Source: Stevens, Edward F. Trit: American Hospital of the iwentieth Century.
The Architectural Record, tview York, 19IB Figure ~57-
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Gble Properties, Inc., a corﬁorati on duly established
B the laws of the Commonweal th of Massachusetts and having

[ftsusual place of business at Beverly, Essex County,
sachusetts,

in consideratioh of THREE HUINORED THO.BAND AND 00/ 100
JQO00, 00) DALARS

grants t o CABLE CEVEH_-OPMENT ASSOO ATES LI M TED PARTNERSH P,

| ' assachusetts |imited partnership, of Lynn, Essex County,
sachusetts

with QU TALA M COBENANTS

the land with the buildings thereon, located in |pswich,
County, Massachusetts, shown on a plan of [and entitled
|'Tan of Land i n Ipswich, Mss, Property of Beverly Hospital
pfiteporation, Scale 1" = 40'", "dated January 9, 1989, prepared
"Bancock Survey Associates, Inc., and recorded with the Essex
Registry of Deeds herewith, andfurther described on
Jit Alattached hereto and nade a part hereof.

Said premses are conveyed subject to and with the benefit

~ titefollowing, asthe case may be, sofar asthey may now be
| kforce and applicable:

Easenent for hi ghway drainage purposes granted by |psw ch
pSscital to the Conmonweal th of Massachusetts by instrument
ltod June 6, 1921 andrecorded with said Deeds, Book 2484,

Easenent f or hi ghway drainage purposes granted by [|pswich
ital to the Commonweal th of Massachusetts by instrument
June 6, 1921 andrecorded with said Deeds Book 2484, Page

Taking byt he Commonweal th of Massachusetts, dated Novenber
|H 1955 and recorded with said Deed i n Book 4232, Page 18.

light of Vdly shown on Plan recorded with said deeds in Plan
[la* 238, Plan 84, andset forth in the Master Deed of t he
"SCeProf essional Condom ni um recorded with said Deeds i n
7048, Page 191;

lights and easements set forth in the Master Deed of t he
I"Ht* Professional Condom nium recorded with said Deeds i n
7048, Page 191; and

Qovenant of the Beverly Hospital Corporation, for itself
ai «<s ageneral partner of Cable Devel opment Associates
l«ktted Partnership, infavor of the Town of [pswich,
| teadmsetts, dated Novenber 14, 1988, recorded with said
Jtefistry of Deeds, Book 9787, Page 41.



Being t he sane premni ses conveyed t o Cable Properties, Inc.
‘dead of Beverly Hospital Corporation, dated February 9, 1989
‘recorded with said Deeds just prior hereto.

The sal e of these prem ses does not represent thesaleof
o substantially al |l of theassets of t he Corporation.

INWTNESS WHRED- t hesaid Cable Properties, Inc. has
ased its corporate seal t o beaffixed hereto and these
'lasents t o be signed, acknow edged anddelivered i nits nanme

its behal f by Gerald W Fuller, itsTreasurer, hereto duly
Lathorized, this 9th day of February, 1989.

NSl and sealedi n CABLE PROPERITES | NC
2a presence of

A D W RLLER
TREASLRER

COMOVEALTH G- MASSAH EETTS
Suffolk , ss February 9, 1989

then personal I% aPpear ed the above naned GERALD W RULLER
«dacknow edged t he foregoing instrunent tobethefree act
| Gdeed of the Cable Properties, Inc., before ne.

0)

NOARY PUBLI C
M Comm ssion Expires:

r/ 88
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI' S Reference Nunber: 90000683 Date Listed: 05/10/90

Cable, Benjamn Stickney,

Menori al Hospital Essex MA
Property Nane County State
N A

Mul tiple Nane

This property islisted i ntheNational Register of Historic Places i n accordance
with t heattached nom nation documentation subject t ot hefollowi ng exceptions,
exclusions, or amendnents, notwi t hstandi ng t he National Park Service
certification included i nthenom nation docunentati on.

CLyi \ >< n
<IYWA GBI gnatui @ fof t he Keeper Date of Action

Arended Items i n Noni nation:

3. Classification; Category of Property

The approriate ~category i s building(s), not structure and building(s) as
indicated.

8. Statement of Significance: Significant Person

Because Criterion Bi snot indicated nor justified, Richard Teller Crane, Jr.
is incorrectly indicated as a significant person.

This information wasdiscussed with Betsy Friedburg, National Register Director,
MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout attachment)
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EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPE Cable, Benjamin Stickney, Memorial Hospital
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex

BAYE BETefbay /38188 BATE & FERR BRA'ST 87187388

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 90000683

NOM NATOR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

Or'HER N PDI L: N PERI OD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT; Y NATI ONAL: N

COMMENT WAI VER: N
_J/ ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUWARY CGCOMMENTS

RECOM / CRI TERI A*
REVI EVNER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOCUVENTATI ON see attached coments Y/N see attached SLR



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATE/ FEDERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCRI PTI ON

.architectural <classification
.materials
.descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below

Specific dates Builder/ Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
summary paragraph
compl eteness
clarity
applicable criteria
justification of areas checked
relating significance t ot heresource
context
relationship of integrity t osignificance

justification of exception
other

Bl BLI OGRAPHY
GEOGRAPHI CAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOVPANYI NG DOCUNMENTATI ON PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation
OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination nmay be directedt o
Phone

Signed Dat e
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March 19, 1990

Carol Shall

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shall:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation:

Benjamin Stickney Cable Menorial Hospital, HPCA #11133MA intersection of
Routes 3A and 133, |pswich (Essex County), Massachusetts, 01938.

There has been no owner objectionfor theproperty listed above.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before t hemeeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t ocomment. Comments received t odate are
attached tothenomnation form

Sincerely,

.
| O
Betsy friedberg

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



