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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Siutated close to the edge of Whitewater Lake, the Heart Prairie
Lutheran Church is visible for miles. It is a simple, rectangular,
one-story building of brick with a cornice of brick dentils, and
three slightly recessed windows on each side. There is a wooden
tower in two stages with a short spire. 1In the 1950's the Heart
Prairie Lutheran Church was restored to its original condition.
There is no electricity in the building which has its original
0il lamps, a pump organ, pews, altar and bell. In the nineteenth
century the members of the church frequently arrived by water in
boats, and the church was sited so as to be visible from across
Whitewater Lake.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Heart Prairie Lutheran Church is an unusually fine vernacular
building. It features fine brickwork in which not only is the brick
used to build the walls but also to supply ornamental detail such

as cornices, belt courses and other decorative features. Heart

Prairie is one of the two finest surviving specimens of vernacular
brickwork in Wisconsin.* (The St. Michael's Lutheran Church in
Woodland is the other.) It illustrates typically Norwegian
ecclesiastical architectural features, with a central pulpit surrounded
by a semi-circular chancel and altar rail. It is one of the oldest
Norwegian Lutheran churches in America still in use.

* Perrin, Historic Wisconsin Buildings, p. 58.
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Perrin, Richard W. Historic Wisconsin Buildings, a Suryey of

Pioneer Architecture, 1835-70.

pp. 58, 60-1.

Beckwith, A.C. History of Walworth County, Wisconsin (Vol. I),

Indianapolis:

Bowen Company, 1912, p. 469.
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

0

National State ] Local 7]

Name

mes Morton Smith

Title

Director, State Historical

Sqc 1ety of isconsin
Date M i
, :

ORGANIZATION DATE
State Historical Society of Wisconsin 1 Aug. 1974
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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