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£2 Moved D Original Sit*

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

jjJXT^RIOR; '*
Present; The Israel Crane Rouse is a three story frame structure U8 1 

wide by 3U 1 deep with a 20' by 32' ell in the rear. The frame of 
the house is solid oak timbers Uu by U" by 6". Spaces between the 
studs are filled with stone. Plaster is applied directly to the 
stones and studs\

Original; \ ,\/he;i the -ouae w s first built in.JLZ96.it was a 2^ story 
J^^ral style home with a pitched roof. The small porch over the 
entrance ^aj also pitched. ^

Alterations i^ In 1836 the Cranes undertook a major renovation of the 
house in the TTreek Revival style. The house was made a full three 
story building ""'with a cast iron grill ; on the third floor, a flat 
roof, ana a small entrance porch with Ionic columns^v 

V The ell (kitchen) in the rear was also added to the house in 
1838, but when, in 1963', the house was hurriedly moved to its 
present loc tion, Trbm~159 Grlenrid;^ ,A venue, to escape demolition, 
the kitchen section was torn apart. It w-s restored" in 1968 using 
the ori-inal wood and stone and blueprints made in 1932 by Historic 
American Buildings Survey. —————

INTJKIOR;
Floor One; The open stc~ir case in the front hall w- :.s probably added 

after 1850 and the original stairs is most likely the enclosed one 
leading off the warmi ig kitchen. The moldings and trim have been 
altered.

Recent restoration has exposed the original floor boards, removed 
removed the radiators as a source of heat, and eliminated recent 
partitions.

The aining room a la the back parlor each have mpnteloieces at 
present. Neither w-jre original to ohe rooms. The dining room 
"Adameaque" mantel was taken from the warmiig kitchen a .id the back 
parlor mantelpiece w-s from the Schofield i.aision.

Floor Two; On the second floor where tae main bedrooms are situated 
all trims, door ana mantels are original, 1796. The small bedroom 
has later trim. The bjdroom in the back has two rear windows that 
contain 12/12 window panes.

Floor Three; The third story contains three small bedrooms, evidently 
unheated, for either servants or children. Unusually constructed, 
the roof is applied over th.s rafters which are supported by two 
lines of girders. Rafters overhang the girder by severs! feet and 
meet in the center without support from a ridge rafter,

Kitchen; The kitchen, added in Ib3d, was a separate building to dis 
courage fires, joined to the main bj^iaiag by the laundry "room. 
The 33coid floor w d most likely tile; ser/ants quarters.
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Aboriginal Q Education Q Political
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D Invention Q] Science

n Landscape Q Sculpture

Architecture Q Socio l/Human-

D Literature iforian

C] Military Q Theater
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Q Prehistoric

Q Historic 
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Iflf Architecture 

D Art 

f~l Commerce 
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JTS Conservation

I |: Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In lo9U land was given to Azariah and t-ary Crane, arjpare itiy as a 
ing ;dft, a ad 'soon the ?rea became kao,\rn as Civ ieto.\m, 
Israel Crane, ilfth generation bo Azariah and. i ; ary Crt!..ie, onilt the 

house in 1796 in the co itewporary Federal Style on an 80 acre plot. 
Only t'-veaty-trfo ./hen the house ^a's erected, Israel Graae jent on to 
be cone ou of the most prorniiint bus! ie.s3me i in the county. Fie built 
anj. o./ned c toll rj>*.d to : \Id.y-.rk in l80o. In 1812 he developed a useful 
source of poorer from the ^assaic Fails and then established tie nearby 
Jest Blooinfield Manufacturing Company, re also o,/ned a large quarry 
in Jferfark au. founded the Newark Baiki. ij and Insurance Coinpaay ana the 
Bloomfield /cademy.

By 1612 the to.fi /r-s changed to I.ontclair, as it is no/7 k:io,m, out 
the influence of the Crane family is still evident.

Architecturally the Crane House, although altered some ./hat, 
represents fine example of Federal style c.rchitactura in the main 
structure dith the alterations in a Greek Revival style.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes

hO ° U8 ' Itl ' 7U ° 13 '
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Cj State [J Local 30
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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iJhitternore, Henry, History of I-oatclair Township, Me^r York, The Suburban 
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Harrison A. Williams - United States Senator
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