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Presently the kiln is situated in pasture and has possibly partially
collapsed. It originally was apparently a groundhog type kiln, excavated
into the side of a hillslope overlooking a tributary of the west fork

of Tulip Creek.

Spoil piles of broken pottery have been removed from the area of the kiln
by modern clearing activities. The ruins of the kiln itself however,
contain some crockery and handmade kiln furniture.
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The Bird Kiln was originally built in 1843 by William Bird, a member of
a family of potters who were responsible for the industry in this
portion of Arkansas. The Birds trained a series of apprentices, most
notably John Welch, who continued the trade into the early 20th century.

The William Bird Kiln was begun in the first year of pottery making in
Dallas County. It was operated until 1851 or 1852 when it was abandoned
for a new site located closer to the growing commercial center of Princeton.

Historically the Willian Bird Kiln appears from present records to have
been the first pottery industry in Arkansas. Using clay locally
available in Dallas County, the Bird Brothers and their apprentices
produced salt glaze wares in traditional utilitarian forms - jugs, crocks,
churns, flower pots - for various markets in south Arkansas. The Bird
kiln was the first member in what became in important industry in the
state during the middle and late 19th century. Today the industry, for
all practical purposes, is extinct.

*See National Register nominations of Welch Pottery Works and Wommack
Kiln, Dallas County, Arkansas.
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