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DNAME 
HISTORIC Bird Kiln 

AND/ OR COMMON 

3DA12 

I) LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER ( 

CITY. TOWN 

Leola 
STATE 

Arkansas 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_ DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_ BUILDING(S) X-PRIVATE 

X-STRUCTURE _BOTH 

-X- VICINITY OF 

CODE 
05 

STATUS 

_ OCCUPIED 

~NOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRES~ 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_ OBJECT _IN PROCESS --XYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mrs. Harvey Voss 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 1 
CITY. TOWN 

T1eql a _ VICINITY OF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Clerk's Office 
STREET & NUMBER 

Dallas County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Fordyce 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Fourth 

PRESEN_T USE 

XAGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRI4).L _TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY -OTHER: 

STATE 

Arkansas 

STATE 

Arkansas 

_FEDERAL _STATE _ COUNTY _ LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DDESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GQOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER I ORATED 

XRUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

KALTER ED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Presently the kiln is situated in pasture and has possibly partially 
collapsed. It originally was apparently a groundhog type kiln, excavated 
into the side of a hillslope overlooking a tributary of the west fork 
of Tulip Creek. 

Spoil piles of broken pottery have been removed from the area of the kiln 
by modern clearing activities. The ruins of the kiln itself however, 
contain some crockery and .handmade kiln furniture. 



EJ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400- 1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 

x__ 1 800-1 899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_,ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS 

-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ART _ENGINEERING 

XCOMM ERCE _EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS X-INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_lANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_lAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIA UHU MANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bird Kiln was originally built in 1843 by William Bird, a member of 
a family of potters who were responsible for the industry in this 
portion of Arkansas. The Birds trained a series of apprentices, most 
notably John Welch, who continued the trade into the early 20th century. 

The William Bird Kiln was begun in the first year of pottery making in 
Dallas County. It was operated until 1851 or 1852 when it was abandoned 
for a new site located closer to the growing commercial center of Princeton. 

Historically the Willian Bird Kiln appears from present records to have 
been the first pottery industry in Arkansas. Using clay locally 
available in Dallas County, the Bird Brothers and their apprentices 
produced salt glaze wares in traditional utilitarian forms - jugs, crocks, 
churns, flower pots - for various markets in south Arkansas. The Bird 
kiln was the first member in what became in important industry in the 
state during the middle and late 19th century. Today the industry, for 
all practical purposes, is extinct. 

*See National Register nominations of Welch Pottery Works and Wommack 
Kiln, Dallas County, Arkansas. 
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Ann Earl 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Arkansas Archealogjcal Suryey 3-11-75 
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Box H-2661 (501) 246-7311 
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Arkadelphia 

STATE 

Arkansas 

1!1STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE __ LOCAL~ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation At.:t of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteri a and procedures set forth by the Nat_ional Park Service. 
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TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

Culbertson Kiln 

~d Kiln 

Location 

Princeton 
Dallas County 

Leola 
Dallas County 

Also Notified 

Ron. Dale Bumpers 
Ron. John L. McClellan 
Ron. Ray Thornton 

Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

~ 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. William E. Henderson, Director 
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism 
State Capitol 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

CAshton/cha 5-30-75 

I 
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