FORMA - AEA

MSSAGHETTSH STARCAL CONMISH ON
294 Vshington Street, Boston, MA 02108

Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple t oleft side oEform

Phot 0 nunber

Roll 9 frames 2-7

Fom nunt)ers in this area Area letter

None 4r-D
Town Uxbridge
Nane of area (if any) Central Wol en

MIls bij~ricf N How o yvN

General date or period 1852-1925

Sketch map. Draw a general mgp of the area indicating properties withinit.
Number each property for which individual inventory forms have been couple ted.

Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north.

(Attach a

separate sheet i f gpace here is not sufficient)

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #3

Acreage: 4 acres

UM QUAD BL

A 19 283240 4661850
B 19 283250 4661740
C 19 283140 4661740
D 19 283140 4711850

Recorded by B.R.Pfeiffer

Organization Uxbridge Historical
Commission

Dae May 1981

"CStlple additional sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

Built over the course of nearly seventy-five years, the former
Central Woolen Mill preserves buildings from all periods of its develop-
ment and serves as an excellent example of the moderate-size mills which
dominated Uxbridge's industrial development during the nineteenth century.

The following buildings and additions remain on the mill site;
building numbers used in the following descriptions correspond to those
on the mg on the reverse side of this form:

1 &2 The Main Building is a four-storey wood frame structure, sheathed
with wood shingles and enclosed by a pitched roof of asphalt
shingles.

SEE CONTI NUATI ON SHEET '»"' .y".Jly:-A

HSTCR CAL SIGNLFI CANCE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what causedi t,
andhowi t affected conmunity; be specific).

In addition t othepreservation of i tsnineteenth-century architecture
and it sadaptationof theformer Blackstone Canal t oa water-power canal,

the Central Mill possesses historical associationswith several of Uxbridge’
| eading industrialists andwith t hetown's major industry, ie., woolen goods
Built i n1852 by Mdses Taft, t heinmpetus t odevelop theCentral Mill site

came from theburning i n1849-1850 of Taft's Burrillville, Rhode Island mill

where Taft and Sanuel Scott had manufactured satinets. Looking for new
ventures, Taft rented theol dCapron Mill near Uxbridge Center i n1849 and
began manufacturing satinets with Joseph Day, a grandson of Daniel Day who

had built Uxbridge's first textile mill. Even though Taft continuedhi s
partnership with Day until 1862, he was involved i nseveral other enterprise
thelargest of which was t he Central Mill which he conpleted i n1853. Upon
completionithe mill was rented t olsrael Southwick and Richard Sayles, who

sOold their lease t oBradford, (Daniel) Taft & Co. of Providence, Rhode
I'sland® i n 1859. oy e

Between July 1, 1859 and January 1, 1864, themill produced "indigo
blue goods for officers andsuitings"; all goods were purchased by the US
government. During theCivil War, themill i sreported t ohave been kept
in operationdays and nights t oneet t hegovernment's demand.

SEE CONTI NUATI ON SHEET #2 " o

/\ I. 11

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REHHEHENES . o/
Barl ow & Bancroft Insurance Plans. "Central Mills, Daniel W Taft"
(No. 3632, March 6, 1875with supplements t o 1886).
Factory Mutual Insurance Plans. "Stanley Wolen Co." (index no. 761
serial no. 3348, May 14, 1913) '
Clarke 1855: Map of Uxbridge, view of pill at border

o o>
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I'WENTORY FCIIM  CONTINUATION SHEET Cammunity:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICM. COWMISSON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Fom No: |
Uxbridge o 46-D

Property Name Central Woolen
_. Mill

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. ' VAL
ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE ' ' R 7?7 A

9 &10

11 & 12

Built i n1852, this building originally consisted ofits
west end (#1) and its western stairtower, which originally

rose t oan open belfry. 1 n1873-1874, the east endiof the
main building (#2) and an additional stairtower wer”™const-
ructed, bringing themill toitspresent size. j

Store House No. 1 i s a two-storey brick building witfh alow-
pitched roof. The building's eastern end (#3) was built i n
1852 and was enlarged (#4), presumably i n1873-1874, when
the Main Building was enlarged. j

oo by RAAY)
Built between 1855 & 1870, probably i n1866, t ohouse boilers
on the first storey andpicker roons above, the original seiction
of the Picker andBoiler House (#5) was built as a nearly :"ree-
standing brick building of three-stories' height wtfh alow-
pitched roof. Subsequent enlargements i nthe 1880's or 1890's
increased itswidth andattached i-tt oneighboring Structures.
| n1895, a new boiler Irhouse (#6) was added t othe rear of t he
original building.

The Assorting Building (#7) was built prior t ol1l875, perhaps

in 1873-1874, as a free-standing brick building, 2h stories

high with a gabled facade. | n1885, a Dye House addition (#8)
was built on thenorth wall of the Assorting Building. This
addition was also built of brick, one storey high with alow-
pitched roof. Sonme time after 1913, perhaps i nthe early 1920's,
the original pitched roof of the Assorting Building was raised,
connecting the building with the neighboring Picker House (#5)
beneath a continuous cornice. ‘

At the east end of the Assorting Building and Dye House stands

a 2-storey, wood-frame building with a gabled facade (#9).

Built i n1880-1881 as a Machine Shop, this building was connected
t othe Assorting Building by a two-storey wood frame addition (#1(
between 1913 and 1925.

The Office Building (#11) i sa two-storey frame building of
Italianate design. Standing on the site of anoriginal one-
storey office building, the present structure appears, by its
<ie.Sign, t ohave been built as a house i nthe 1860's or 1870's;
however, it was reportedly built on its present site (perhaps
noved here) i n1881. Between 1913 and 1925, a one-storey el | (#1!
was added t othe Office's east end.

SEE GONTI NUATI ON SHEET #2

Staple tolftventory form at bottnrn



INVENTORY FOkM CONTINUATION SHEET #2 ACanmunity: Form No

MASSAGHISETTS HISTORICAL CO*MSSON Uxbridge " 46-D

Office of the Secretary, Boston U AYY
Property Name Central Woolen

Indicate each item on inventoiy form whiA is being continued below.
ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE ?

|

13 & 14 Standing at the west end of the Main Building are two twentieth-
century additions. The first of these (#13) was built between
1905 and 1913 as a one-storey wood-frame structure with a |ow-

' pitched roof and monitor; in 1923, it sheight had been increased
to 4 stories. Subsequently, by 1939, the height had been increas-
ed to the 5 stories which presently exist. Located on the north

(" elevation of this earlier addition is a four-storey addition of

ca. 1923-1925, also built of wood-frame construction with a |ow-
;- pitched roof and large paired wi ndows.

15 Connecting Store House No. 1 (3&4) and the ad* i“tion to the Main
Building (#13) is a two-storey brick storehouseAouilt after
- 1939, probably during the 1940's or 1950's.

The water power around which the Central Mill developed was not an
earlier mll site, as was the case with many local mills. Instead, the
wat er power was provided by the flow of the former Blackstone Canal which was
closed to commercial traffic in 1848. By 1851-1852 Moses Taft had purchased
the canal bed between Mendon Street and Hartford Avenue. By diverting the
| ower portion canal beneath the Main Building, power was provided to the main

mll, and the tail race fed into the Hecla Pond east of the Central Mill,
which allowed the water to be used a second time to provide power at the
Hecla Mill, downstream |In 1865, the flow was increased by the construction

of a dam at Hartford Avenue; a | OO-acre plain was flooded, creating a new
reservoir. Again, in 1883 the water power was improved by widening the canal
and raising itsbanks to increase the water pressure (head) at the mill. As
late as 1913, the mill maintained a 212 h.p. water wheel which provided nuch
of the motive power needed by the mill.

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE

In 1865, the mill was sold to R & J. Taft of Uxbridge, who enlarged the
wat er power and added steam power to carry manufacturing through dry seasons.
In 1869, the property was |eased to Daniel Taft, who had been the mll's gen-
eral manager since 1864. Wen Taft's |ease expired in 1883, the Cal umet
Wool en Conpany was formed with |saac Fenno of Boston as president and Silas
M \Wheel ock of Uxbridge as treasurer. Wth Arthur Wheel ock as general super-
intendant and agent, this firm operated the mill”producing fancy cassi merS]

until 1905; however, nmuch of theperiod following the Depression of 1893 was
spent with the mill inpartial production. By 1905, the conpany was dissolved
and it sproperty (including the Hecla Mill) was sold at auction.

Arthur Wheel ock purchased the Central Mill, and renamed the business
Stanl ey Wol en Conpany. During World VWar |, the firm produced khakis for the
US government in addition to overcoatings for the French and Italian govern-
ments. Since 1905, the mill has remained in continuous ownership by the same
company. A Continuation sHeet #4

Staple to Iftventory form at bottom



I NVENTARY FORM GONTT NUATI ON SHEET #4 Community:' Fom No.

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL (CMAISSON Uxbridge

46-D
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name: central Woolen Mills

Indicate eadi item on inventory form which is being continued beow. N

H STCR CAL Sl GN FI CANCE

The Central Wholen Mills possessintegrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p and feeling from several periods of devel opment. | naddition, theMlls
posses?historical associationswith Mses Taft, a promnent |ocal manufacturer, and
with theconversion of theformer Blackstone Canal t oa source of water power.

The Central Wolen Mills nmeet criteria A B and Cof the NRP,

ONNER o o "Ae
Stanl ey Wol en Conpany yYy..

140 Mendon St . ‘Ay My " .
Uxbridge, MA 01569 ' " & >

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 48 Cammurity; Fam N

MASSACHUSHITS HISTORICAL COMISION Uxbridge 46D
Office of the Secretary, Bostai

Property Name # ~
Centra Mill

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued beow.

©

Staple tolnventory format h -tom



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Central Woolen Mills District (Uxbridge MRA)
Worcester County

MASSACHUSETTS

Working No. _ A'G 2 6 1%
Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due:
Action:

cn resubmission

e nomination by person or local government .REJECT.

CU owner objection Federal Agency:

cn appeal

Substantive Review: cn request * appeal cn NR decision

Reviewer's comments;

7 C d NN 'C/\ N N _ /\.W NN NNNN_NNNNN >4Uy/\

ATALOHAN -ZA THA<- yANTIpAN-TA AVAANAANAR Recom./Criteria  /~C»
n <SVE-AMA-A4~ N -y A <N Reviewer iNi<. < >EIN>-AN
Annnjscipline _ [y ~Cnrn

PANASIA A DE  «//]]]a

see contmuation sheet

Nominatidn returned for: /[ technical corrections”ited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes °* no

7. Description

Condition Chak one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered » original site
cn good I Iruins cn altered moved date.
cn fair | 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

cn summary paragraph

cn completeness

cn clarity

cn alterations/integrity

| Idates

| Iboundary selection Tt



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph LeletyN!

cn completeness . | VAN

e clarity Ar Ch e'en'nA" .

cn applicable criteria , . N

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

« context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

Geographical Data

creage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification A

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:. > "ot

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other
cn Maps

cn Photographs
* other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directedto  8"// [SW?/~~"/

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for my item may be continued on an attached sheet



NPS Form 10-900-a

OMB No. 1024-0018

fM2) Exp. 10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS us«c only
National Register of Historic Places received AN
Inventory—Nomination Form ite entered
Continuation sheet Item number Page TN

Multiple Resource Araa
Thematic Group

Name  Uxbridge Multiple Resource Area

State ~ "Ta
Nomination/Type of Review v Date/Signature * , . |,
A1l- Capron, Charles, House Bnt»r«4 la ttt eeper
National Red Xxter
Attest
12. Chapin, A, House Mati onal Be’i ut er eeper
Attest
5"13. Cook, A. E., House lInt«r»d i» tii® eeper
Attest
= 14. Central Woolen Mills SasfanFlve IfevTew “eeper ’YJM’\,’\yIi /.
Digtrict A
"o ' Attest
15. Deane, Francis, Cottage Entared in
national Beglater Leeper
Att
Attest
16. Farnum Bl ock
[IMtlo® B«<leter [eeper
Attest
17. Farnum Mses, House . /"eper ry4' N ML MY N 70/7/"5
m :-Hatlonal Register Ae%eeper y yey
Attest
18. Farnum R, House AMnfar'2S'IfiB /sieper [71MZUNKIMWWAS <« M 70/ 7/
Ifatlon&| BeglBter A
Attest
19. Ganite Store Entared ic the ftT - 2UA- VWAL AN AN 7al77tN\
ITartlonal Beglster % y Y
Attest
20. Hall, S A., House Enttoiua 11 Alteeper n/jy.MANMAN 70/7/S™

Atlonal  fiegister
Attest



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

(IUkuije mQY) I, LN

resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
cn owner objection .
CH appeal
Substantive Review: e sample e request im appeal

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

[m good | lruins altered

o fair | 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

« summary paragraph

e completeness , A vV

e clarity A~ &fi,. yAA...NAAN A YANY
e alterations/integrity

| |dates

boundary selection !

TifA-" "m8%'-

Working No..
Fed. Reg. Date:.

Date Due
Action:

t-

N~ st

'"ACCEPT
.RETURN
REJECT

Federal Agency:

CZ NR decision

/

Recom./Critefila  Jt"»f7 77

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

1.1t7-9f

. see continuation sheet

in:V<i

Present Use

Chek one

original site
moved

date.

z
I1~1gy



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity A

« applicable criteria n

e justification of areas checked ;
« relating significance to the resource v

« context

« relationship of integrity to significance

e justification of exception

» other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet










































Hi-yy

Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000299



