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The Oakes-Wood house is a two-story brick structure in the Italianate style, with
a low, gable roof, three brick chimmeys and a T-shape floor plan. Although the
impression made by the facade of the house is one of symmetry, the entrance is

~actually several feet to the right of center. Italian,characteristics include
this indication of asymmetry, the coupled brackets with pendants under the eaves,
and the first floor windows which are tall and narrow with framing which extends
to the floor level. Instead of the typical decorative caps of the Italianate style,
the window headings which are segmentally arched have voussoirs of brick. The
top rail of the shutters repeats the form of the segmental arch. The entrance
has a segmental-arched heading above a doorway which features a fanlight, narrow
sidelights, and paneling that is classical in character. Cast iron star supports
indicating tie-rods are visible on the facade of the house at the second floor
level.

The house, made up of twelve rooms, has a more or less typical 19th century floor
plan (see diagram below), with two parlors, entrance hall, dining room kitchen, and
pantry on the first floor and five bedrooms on the second.

The white picket fence was a part of the original architecture of the house. It
employs finials on top of the large square posts that are similar in design to the
pendants on the eave brackets.

The carriage house at the rear of the property, measures 28' x 32', and is simple
in design with a gable roof. A two-car garage and tool room are on the first
floor. The upper floor is an apartment with a kitchen area, shower-bath and
studio area with a window wall, -in which Grant Wood did much of his painting.

Changes made in the house itself after Grant Wood bought it in 1935 are few. No

major structural alterations were made, except for the removal of a ca. 1900 front
porch and :the construction of a screenedporch on the northeast cornér.Interior
modifications by Wood include the addition of a livingroom fireplace, modern bathrooms,
bookcases, closets,shelves, and wainscoting throughout the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was the home of American regional artist Grant Wood (1891-1942) from
1936 until his death. Although Wood began painting during his childhood, and
exhibited in Paris in the 1920's, his early impressionistic style brought little
notice. In 1928, Wood went to Munich, and while there became interested in European
primitive styles, particularly in their use of the artists' own environments as
vehicles for expression. Out of this experience, Grant Wood produced first 'Woman
With Plant" (1929) and "American Gothic' (1930), the latter work winning him the
Norman Wait Harris medal at the Chicago Art Institute and immediate national recog-
nition. In 1932 Wood co-founded the Stone City (Iowa)Colony and Art School,

and in 1934 was appointed lecturer, later associate professor, in art at the Univer-
sity of Iowa in Iowa City.

During the last years of his life, while he lived in the brick house he had restored
himself, Wood experimented with lithography, producing ''Seedtime and Harvest",
""January'', '"December Afternoon', and other prints. He made four lithographs in
color during 1938, small studies of vegetables and flowers. Among the paintings
completed by Wood here were '"Portrait of Nan'' (1938),'Haying', '"New Road', and
"Parson Weems' Fable--Washington Cherry Tree' (1939) and "'Addtescence''(1940).

Also during this period, Grant Wood wrote Revolt Against the City, in which he
discussed the enormous potential of the rural Midwest landscape and people to
provide '"'the richest kind of material for a truly indigenous style'' of painting.
The work was a direct statement of his personal belief in the value and importance
of regionalism in art, and expressed the sentiments of several of his friends and
fellow artists, including Marvin Cone (also of Iowa) and the great Missouri
regionalist painter, Thomas Hart Benton.

Architecturally, the Oakes-Wood house is an interesting mixture of the elaborate and
the plain. To a straightforward, basic American house plan were added the complicated
brackets and long windows, which foreshadowed a future American mania for elaborate,
structurally useless decoration and high ceilings, which at the extreme reached 15'

or more in height. ’

The house was built in 1858 by Nicholas Oakes, who established the first brickyard
in Jowa City in an adjacent lot. Oakes also manufactured drain tile, possibly the
first to do so in Johnson County.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Commencing at the southeast corner of lot A, in the subdivision of a portion of
Oakes' First and Second Addition to Iowa City, Iowa, according tb the“ recorded
plat thereof, running thence West along the North side of Court Street 102.1 feet,
thence North to the alley to-a point 102.16 feet west of the Northeast corner of

said lot A, thence East along said alley, 102.16 feet, thence South along the
East line of said lot A, to the place of beginning.
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