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1. Name

higoric Lincoln Center Historic District

and or common Lincoln Center

2. Location
Bedford, Lincoln, Ad Lexington, Sandy Pond,

street &nunber  Trapel o, and W¢ston Roads NIA " not for publication
city, town Li ncoln N/A  vicinity of
state Mass. code 025 county Middlesex code 017
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district public X occupied - agriculture museum
bullding(s) private unoccupied commercial 2r  park
structure both work in progress 2*  educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object tl /A In process X yes: restricted X government scientific
being considered _X--yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane mul tiplel/see attached owner/property [|ist

street & number

city, town vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, eic. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds

street & number First and Cambridge Streets

city, town Cambridge state MA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of theHistoric Assets
t't'e of t he Cormonweal t h has this property been determined eligible? yes X no
date 1978 federal state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

city, town Boyl ston Street, Boston state Massachuset ts



7. Description Lincoln center Historic District, Lincoln, M\

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated * unaltered _X* original site
good ruins & altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Lincoln Center Historic District is a 161-acre area located at the
geographical center of Lincoln, 15 mles west of Boston. Thedistrict consistsof
six roads, spreading out from a central point nmarked by a watering trough. The 59
buildings in the district are alnost entirely residential; the district also
includes twochurches, alibrary, twotown halls, a school, andthe former
poorhouse (now a dwelling). Wthin the district boundaries, there are also the
town common, two burying grounds, andfour recent residences considered as
noncontributing structures.

..... .o |

Dom nating rmuch of the center of the district is Lincoln Hill (also known as
Bedford Hill), 375feet high at itspeak. Thereminder of the district isa
sloping plain containing a nunber of open fields andtermnating near lron Mill
Brook andwetl|ands areas both t othe east (175 feet above sealevel) andwest. At
the southern boundary is Lincoln's second highest hill. Pierce Hill, 379 feet above
sea level, while the north is a large field still under cultivation. There are
several hayfields within the district.

Landscaping is for the nmost part informal, except for several formally sited
stands of trees along Weston Road. Five of the district's main roads (Bedford,
Lincoln, O dLexington, Sandy Pond, and Wston Roads) date t othe md 18th century,
while the sixth (Trapelo Road) is of early 19th century origins.

The stone walls built when the roads were laid out are in many cases still i n
good repair. Simlar walls also mark property lines. A hem ock hedge separates
the Town Hall from the Burying G ound, and a handsone arbor vitae hedge surrounds
the 19th century cemetery on Trapelo Road at the edge of the district. Specinen
trees grace the Gonmon andPierce Park, andthe library lawn is studded with large
shade trees and sone flowering trees as well. Mbst house lots are at |least an acre
in size andnmany are |arger, enabling residents to garden, keep animals, andeven
cut hay. There are several orchards in the area, andthe privately owled fields
here are al | under cultivation (hay, corn, and punpkins are grown). Public Iand
includes the Gommon, Pierce Park, Center School playground, twocemeteries, the
Town Reservoir, the Od Town Hall with itsadjacent hayfield, andthe land around
the district's public buildings. Qpen fields are acritical element of the
district; small fields canbe seen throughout andsurrounding it. Thelargest
field inthe district—he Donaldson-owned field between Trapelo andWston
Roads— s farmed under agricultural userestriction. Mich of the field between
Lincoln Road and Sandy Pond Road is nowowned by the Town as conservation |[and,
providing a permanent backdrop t othe roadside buildings. In addition to
undevel oped parcels, a nunber of the houselots include small fields. Since
Lincoln's zoning prevents any further subdivision of almost al | such lots, small
rural spaces should remain.

Conti nued
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The rural character of the district is also enhanced by surrounding land. To
the north, nmuch of the 17th century Weeler farm is now conservation land. The
district also borders the open fields of the Flint farm (north of Od Lexington

Road), which is still owned by descendants of the original 17th century grantee.
Qoen land is a significant conponent of the district, and the sense of a rural
setting in Lincoln's center remmins well preserved.

Until the early 20th century, the town center district was mnore extensively
devel oped than the outskirts of Lincoln; this has gradually changed, however, and
within the past fifty years, other areas of town have experienced devel opnent,
subdivision, and the pressures of suburbanization.

The following description of key and representative buildings is arranged
chronologically by style and function. Residences are discussed first, followed by
nonresidential buildings.

Res idences
Ceorgian Style

The Brown-Russel | - Chapin House, 37 Lincoln Road (#27), is the oldest house in the
district., Built between 1734 and 1754, the building is a simple, symmetrical,
central-chimeyed structure, 2 Y2 stories in height, with five bays of 69 w ndows
on itsmain facade and a central entryway. The flat entablature capping the
full-length side | itdoor (probably a later addition) is the building's only

ador nnment .

Federal Style (1775-1830)

Lincoln has a number of well-preserved Federal-style houses. Mst are of franme
construction, two stories in height, with highly symmetrical five-bay facades,

| ow- pi tched hipped roofs, slender chimeys, and graceful, shallow-fan door
surrounds. They include the MPherson-Wston House, 29 Lincoln Road (ca.

1785- 1821, #28), the Stearns-Cole-Smth House, 15 Sandy Pond Road (ca. 1782, #30),
and the Elisha Hagar House, 24 Bedford Road (ca. 1828, #38).

At 7 Lincoln Road, the Adams-Tarbell House (ca. 1793-1796, #32), is the earliest
surviving brick house in Lincoln. Located close to the heart of the district, the
building is a stately Federal-style structure, five bays wide, with adentilated
cornice beneath a hipped rood with symmetrically placed end chimmeys. A center
entryway with dentilatedcornice is flanked by a brick string course, the only
adornnent on an otherwise flat facade.

Cont i nued
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Among the finest Federal-style buildings in the district is the Sanuel Hoar House,
22 Weston Road (#40). Built in 1817-1818 by local housewright John Nel son, the
Hoar House is a highly symmetrical five-bay clapboard structure capped by a

| ow-pi tched, double-hipped roof. The centrally placed entryway features a door
surround conposed of thin pilasters topped by a shallow fan and flat entablature.
Narrow, symmetrically placed chimeys behind the ridge line add further balance to
the facade. Colonial Revival-style side porches and porticoes are later additions,
as was a roofline balustrade, since renoved.

Geek Revival Style (1830-1860)

The early 19th century was a period of expansion for Lincoln Center, and new
construction was widespread. Beginning in the 1830s, a nunber of exanples of the
Geek Revival style were built in the district. Mst are gable-front side-hall
plan two-story houses, three bays wide, their doorways flanked by sidelights and
capped by a sinple flat entablature. Exanples of this style include the

VWheel er- Farrar-Bem s- House, 2 Bedford Road (ca. 1833-1836, #34), which is fronted
by a pedinmented entry porch; the Rev. Ebenezer Newhall House, 9 Sandy Pond Road
(1834, #31); the Pierce-Fay House, 23 Sandy Pond Road (1847, #72); and the First
Parsonage, 12 Trapelo Road (1848-1849, #71).

At 67 Bedford Road, the Abel \Wheeler House (1843, #77) differs from this typical
Lincoln form The work of housewright Reuben Smith of Stow, the house is a
side-gable-plan building; itsentry is centered on itslong end and the symmetrical
arrangement of itsfenestrationis simlar to buildings of earlier periods. Corner
pilasters frame the building and the sidelit entry is flanked by a broad,
flat-roofed, single-storyportico supported by Doric colums. The gable end, which
faces the street, incorporates a triangular pediment.

The Asa White House, 29 Sandy Pond Road (ca. 1854-1856, #73), was the last Geek
Revival -style residence constructed in Lincoln and the only one with a fully

devel oped tenple front. Four Doric colums support the triangular pediment, while
simple corner pilasters frame the building. The center doorway includes a sinple
entablature capping 34 sidelights and a full transom A contenporaneous barn with
cupola is attached to the rear of the building.

[talianate and Second Enpire Styles (1840-1885)
Construction in the district slowed by nid century, and only a few exanples of the

Italianate and Second Enpire styles, popular elsewhere in the outskirts of Boston,
exist within the town center boundaries. The Albert Hagar House, 37 Bedford Road

Conti nued
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(1850- 1851, #76), has the deep cornice supported by paired brackets and flat
lintels and sills typical of the Italianate style. A glass-enclosed entry porch
with a triangular pediment is probably a later addition.

The Ceorge Grosvenor Tarbell House, 34 Bedford Road (ca. 1869-1870, #75) is also
unique inthe town center—t is a fine exanmple of the Second Enpire style with
nany of the decorative details typical of high-style exanples elsewhere. A center
gable in the front facade of the deep mansard roof echoes that mansard silhouette
and frames a pair of round-arched wi ndows.The three-bay facade includes a heavy
flat-roofed central portico supported by paired Doric colums and surnounted by
urns. Single decorative brackets are present beneath the eaves.

Queen Anne, Ceorgian Revival and Col onial Revival Styles

The late Industrial (1870-1915) and Early Mdern (1915-1940) periods found Lincoln
citizens once again beginning to build fine homes. The town's proximty to Boston
nmade i t a desirable community for wealthy commuters. The Queen Anne style and,
especially, the Georgian and Col onial Revival styles were popular in this period
with the builders both of suburban houses and country estates and of nore nodest
residences.

The Flint-Mssman-Norton House, 20 Trapelo Road (1892, #95), is a particularly fine
exanpl e of the Queen Anne style. The building is cross-gable in plan and is
sheathed in a mx of wavy shingles and clapboard. Decorative detailing includes a
blind Palladian wi ndow centered on the second story of the main facade, a single

di amond- pane wi ndow asymmetrically placed on the second story, and a single-story
full verandah with dentilated central pediment, punchwork frieze, and delicate

spi ndl ework porch supports.

The el aborate Georgian Revival style was popular for several estates built on the
fringes of the town center at the turn of the century. Representatives of the
style include: the Riddle-Clark-Rogers House, 24 Sandy Pond Road (1898-1899, #82),
a three-bay, hip-roofed, stained shingle structure whose center entrance is fronted
by a paired colum-supported portico with rooftop balustrade; the George F. Newton
House, 29 Trapelo Road (1898, #106), an asymmetrical stucco-sheathed building with
a gabled hip roof, projecting gables and dormers, entry pavilion, and a Palladian
wi ndow surround; and, grandest of all, the John H Pierce House, 17 Wston Road
(1900, #113). MNw a recreationfacility, the Pierce House is based closely upon
the 1759 Vassall-Craigie-LongfellowHouse in Canbridge (the work of John Vassall).
Particularly notable are the slightly projecting centered gable framed by two-story
pilasters and incorporatinga lunette. A balustrade topped with urns delineates
the hipped roof; tw porches supported by Doric colums and adorned with roofline
bal ustrades flank the building'snmain block.

Conti nued
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Exanpl es of the Colonial Revival style, both nodest and high style, are more
preval ent. The Benjamin Carlson House, 3 Weston Road (1921, #98), is a

wel | -detailed building with a modillioned cornice gracing a nmain facade that
includes a basket-arched entry surround. The , the Donald P. Donal dson House, 16
Weston Road (1916-1917, #110), the Riley-Savage House, 26 Lincoln Road (1925,
#115), and the Frederick Seeger House, 9 Trapelo Road (1928-1929, #100), while
finely proportioned and featuring porticoed central entrances, are somewhat |ess
sophi sticated exanples. Ad anong the nore nodest vernacul ar expressions of the
Colonial Revival style built during the first third of the 20th century are the
Wlliam N Page House, 32 Lincoln Road (1929, #117), the Charles Wstnan House, 1
Trapelo Road (ca. 1926, #99), and the Roland MacKenzie House, 53 Bradford Road
(1926, #90). All three are relatively sinmple Colonial Revival-style buildings that
nevertheless contribute to the district's present character as a prosperous

sem -rural suburban enclave.

Nonresidential Buildings

Lincoln's nonresidential buildings—ehurches, taverns, schools, townoffices—are
primarily of 19th century origin. Wth one exception, none of the structures built
in the 18th century survive. The nonresidential buildings are discussed in
chronol ogi cal order.

In 1785, the Poor House (later Hunt-Rice Tavern) was built at 7 Od Lexington Road
(#58), adjacent to the town common. The original two-room structure neasured only
30 x 25%*. By 1809, the building was being used as a tavern and store. By the
1830s, it had been enlarged to itspresent two-story, nine-bay main block with
single-story porch supported by slender colums and a single-storythree-bay ell.
During this latter period, itis believed, itinerant artist Rufus Porter nmay have
painted the nurals that remain on the upstairs ballroom wall. A two-story Col onial
Revival-style rear el | was added in the early 20th century, by which time the
building was wused solely as a residence.

The White Church, 4 Bedford Road (1842, #35), is a fine exanple of the temple-front
Colonial Revival style and is the work of Stow builder Reuben Smith (also
responsible for the simlarly styled Asa White House on Sandy Pond Road). Built by
a group of liberals who left the Congregational Church to form a Unitarian
congregation, this is the oldest ecclesiastical structureremining inLincoln.
(The original meetinghouse, built ca. 1747, burned in 1860.) The clapboard
building's inposing facade includes two lonic colums, flanked by four pilasters,
that support a fully enframed classical pediment. A three-part spire is centered
on the ridge.

The Od Town Hall, built in 1848 (#29), is another outstanding exanple of the Geek
Revival style. Originally sited on Lincoln Hill, opposite the meetinghouse, the

Conti nued
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building was noved t oits present site at 25 Lincoln Road i n 1892, at which time it
becane a store. The town hall i sthewrk of Nathaniel Hosner of Concord, who also
built thenearby Geek Revival-style First Parsonage, #71. |ts symmetrical
clapboard exterior features a tenple front with four two-story lonic colums
supporting a full-width pediment. Behind theporch, thethree-bay-wide building i s
enframed by full corner pilasters.

The late 19thand early 20th centuries marked t heheight of thetown center's

public building program | n 1883-1884, thelincoln Public Library was erected at 3
Bedf ord Road (#39), at thecenter's main intersection. Afine exanple of the
Victorian Romanesque, thelibrary was designed by Boston architect Wlliam G
Preston. The building i sasymmetrical i nplan, of brick construction on a

rubbl estone foundation, and has a conplex roofline dom nated by an S-curved clock
tower extending from theroof. At first-story level, thetower rests on a
round-arched entry porch. To theright of thetower, a shaped, parapeted gable

with brownstone coping incorporates a chimey and bay w ndows.

The Stone Church, 14 Bedford Road (#37), was built i n1891on thesite of the first
meet i nghouse. (A second church on this site, built ca. 1860, was torn down t o nake
way for thepresent structure.) Built of granite ashlar with brownstone trim by
Fitchburg architect H M Francis, thechurch i sanother well-preserved exanple of
the Victorian Romanesque style. It i san asymmetrically planned structure, its
polychromatic exterior enlivened by quoins, round-arched w ndows, dormers, bays,
col um-supported porches, and a promnent multi-stage bell tower.

Lincoln's second Town Hall, at 15 Bedford Road, was huilt i n 1892 (#41) from a
design by H Langdon Warren of Boston. |t isafine Georgian Revival-style
building, highly symmetrical, itsfacade exhibiting such high-style elenents as a
Pal | adi an wi ndow with bal cony centered beneath a pedinented gable, round-arched and
round wi ndows, heavy dentilation, upper-story pilasters restingon a brick string
course, and ornamental plaques. An open cupola surmounted by a thin spire sits
atop thehip-roof ridge line.

The Center School (nowused as additional town offices) at 16 Lincoln Road (#14)

is, simlarly, an exanple of the Georgian Revival style. |t was built of brickin
1908, and its facade i sdom nated by a pedinented central entrance pavilion with
side wings and applied Doric pilasters. | nthegable above thefully articulated

cornice, a clock i sornamented with a keystone and flanked by swags and garl ands.
h theridge line of theopen-hipped roof i sa cupola with copper done and bell
finial.

Noncontributing Structures
The district contains several buildings that nust be considered asintrusions.

Stanley Heck House at 23 Bedford Road (#91), was originally aca 1860
£ N

t he Conti nued
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Second Empire-style building that i n1949 was conpletely altered by architect Henry
B. Hoover and i snow an exanple of thelnternational Style. Only the foundation
and a fewother elements of theoriginal building survive; however, thepresent
house's parklike setting and i ts adjacent barn areremants of theoriginal estate.

Two other contenporary structures i nthedistrict include theThird Parsonage, 16
Bedf ord Road (1958, #85) and t he Talcott M Banks House, 34A Bedford Road (1977-78,
#87).  Though deci dedly nmodern i nplan, shape, and scale, these two structures are
set far back on their lots and do not intrude upon thevisual integrity of the
district as a pre-nodern entity. In addition, a Colonial Revival house, the Martin
Buerger House, 12 Wston Road, was built in 1942, and is of insufficient age to
contribute tothe district.



8a Significance Lincoln center Historic District, Lincoln, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning  _X landscape architecture . X_ religion
1400- 1499 X. archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 _X- agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600- 1699 architecture education military social/
1700- 1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X _1800- 1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900-1930 communications industry politics government transportation
invention X other (specify)
Bent
Specific dates  1777-1930 Bui [ der Architect mul tiple

St atement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Lincoln Center Historic District retains integrity of location, setting,
design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Historically, the
district holds significanceas thefulcrum of Lincoln's devel opment from t he period
of first settlement i ntheearly 18thcentury tothepresent day. Though now
essentially a well-to-do suburban enclave, thetown center retains itsvillage
scale and rural character. The district includes a |large nunber of well-preserved
18th and 19th century residential and civic structures, as well as a high
proportion of open land. As an outstanding representation of 18thand 19t hcentury
New England village Iife, thelLincoln Center Historic District fulfills criteria A
B, and C of theNational Register of Historic Places on thelocal |[evel.

In April of 1754, after having been a separate precinct with itsown
meet i nghouse since 1746, t hetown of Lincoln was incorporated. The new town was
already a settled area, with itsland area created from acreage carved from
adjoining parts of Concord, Lexington, and Weston.

The largest section of thenew town (including theNational Register-nom nated
district) was originally part of thesix-mle-square tract granted i n 1635 to form
the town of Concord, thefirst town tobe established i nthecolonies abovethe
fall line. The first European settlers of Concord were attracted t o the grassy
wetlands along t heMsketaquid River (later Concord and Sudbury Rivers), long a
principal settlement area of t he Massachusetts Indians. Land grants to individuals
were made i nvarious sizes and shapes, following t hecontours of theland. The
lands that would |ater become Lincoln, i ntheeastern part of Concord, were
particularly notable for a nunber of very large grants: 1,000 acres tg John
Briggs, 750 acres t o Reverend Peter Bulkeley, and 750 acres t oThonas Flint. The
nom nated district lies primarily within thebounds of Flint's early farm

The Lincoln lands were gradually cleared, and | and was bought, sold, and
divided anong heirs tocreate workable farms. Further settlement evolved as still
nore cleared farmand was needed t o support theearly settlers i ntheir mxed
pl anter/ani mal husbandry econony. Thomas Flint was one of t heleaders of the
earliest community; he was granted a 750-acre farm on t heeastern border of
Concord, next totheWtertown- Canbridge line. (Indeed, theeastern border of the
district runs near thehistorical boundary between Concord and Watertown.) \hile
Flint lived near Concord center and had a hired farmer working thefarm other
early grantees i nthearea, such as t heWeelers, settled on their east Concord
farms. Wth t hepassage of time, the750-acre Flint farm was subdivided; parts
were sold of f, and i t becanme a group of smaller owner-occupied farns and,
eventually, simply residences. ,* * .

-"C Continued



9. Major Bibliographical References

See attached sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 161.36 acres
Quadrangle name Concord Quadrangle scale 1'23,000
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By the md 18th century, the area that would soon be Lincolnws a devel oping
region of such farms. |tsfarmers felt isolated from the establishedvillages and
meet i nghouses of Concord, Weston and Arlington, and poor roads added to their
isolation. The efforts of a group of neighbors from the far reaches of the three
adjoining towns resulted in the establishment, first, of a new precinct (the second
precinct of Concord) and, then, of the town of Lincoln. Instrumental in that
effort was Chanbers Russell, who owned the largest farm in Lincoln, had served in
the General Court, and was a justice of the Superior Court of Judicature. Judge
Russel |l was given the honor of naming the town—heretofore known as "Niptown"—and
he chose "Lincoln," after the English town of the same nane.

During the years preceding the American Revolution, Lincoln began to develop a
distinct town center at the foot of LincolnHill. Froma point marked since the
19th century by a watering trough, five new nmain roadways |eading from the
adjoining towns of Concord, Lexington, Weston, Waltham and Bedford intersected by
the 18th century. The original farmin the area, that of the Flint famly, which
formed the base of the town nucleus, rose up behind the major juncture.

In 1747, shortly before incorporation, Edward Flint donated an acre of his farm
for a meetinghouse. No longer extant, that structure stood on the south slope of
Lincoln Hill, mdway between Bedford Road and O d Lexington Road, within the
present district boundaries. Wen Rev. W I liamLawence arrived to serve as
mnister for the new congregation, Edward' s nephew, Ephraim Flint, sold Lawence a
part of his farmand built a house at the top of the hill. The house, |ocated on
Lexi ngton Road, lies just outside the nomnated district. A school and tavern were
also establishedinthe first years following incorporation, and the axial roadways
to the meetinghouse began to sustain sone domestic devel opnent.

Despite the early presence of a village nucleus, however, Lincoln renained
essentially an agricultural community through the revolutionary period; al | houses
within the district had adjacent farm and, typical of rural Nw England villages.
And al though al | of the residents of the center inthe first years after
incorporation owed sone farm and and rmany devoted al | their working hours to
farmng, a few conbined agriculture with a primary occupation. Nathan Brown, Sr.,
for exanple, had worked as a cordwainer and a miller. Hs house at 37 Lincoln Road
(#27), southwest of the immediate center, is believed to be the oldest surviving
residence in the nominated district, built ca. 1737. In 1747, with the formation
of the new precinct, a road—now known as Lincoln Road—was laid out from Brown's
house to the site of the soon to be erected meetinghouse. Brown's sawm ||, |ocated
south of the district along Hp Brook, may have supplied the lunmber for the
meet i nghouse.

Conti nued
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O the eve of theRevolution, there were 88 houses i nLincoln, 8 within the
district, each with an average of about 78 acres of adjacent farmand. A 1776
popul ation of 775 may have included tenporary residents, dislocated from Boston and
Charl est own. Many residents of the center were nminutenen or militiamen at the
North Bridge i n Concord, where the Lincoln, Concord, and Acton Comnpanies
participated, and also served inlater engagements. Amng those serving i nthe war
were cordwainer Abner Mathis, tanner Bulkeley Adans, and minutenan Sanuel Hoar,
each of whom later built a house i nthedistrict. Their hones remain. The Mathis
House, a representative of thetransition from the GCeorgian to the Federal style,
was huilt i n1788 at 41 Bedford Road (#54) and i s located to the east of thetown
center. Adans' house, later owied by the Tarbell famly, stands at 7 Lincoln Road
in thevery center of town and i s probably the first brick house built i nLincoln.
The Georgian-style house was |ocated on a very small | ot with itsbarn across the
road and itsowner's farmand |ocated el sewhere. Adans operated a tanyard on a | ot
adjacent to hishone; while thetanyard ceased operation ca. 1843 and does not
survive, archaeological material related to that industry may remain. Hoar's
house, at 22 Wston Road, i s a well-preserved five-bay, central entry Federal-style
building constructed i n 1817-1818 (#40). |t was constructed ca. 1793-1796 (#32).

Lincoln by 1785 had at it snucleus a common, burial ground, meetinghouse,
school house, and 30-by-25-foot poorhouse. Today the Poor House (1785, #58), nuch
enlarged around 1830, still stands facing the common and burial ground at 70 d
Lexington Road. | ti sone of the fewbuildings—and the only public building-eft
from that early period.

During the 1780s and 1790s, a major change occurred i nthe town center. Asthe
original Flint farm continued to be subdivided, small lots inthecenter were sold
and additional houses were built on them By themd 1790s, this area was clearly
established as a village center, with 4 public buildings and 15 residences—he
latter associated with smaller and smaller farms. The Flint farm breakup continued
into the 19th century. Even today, however, descendants of Edward Flint continue
to hold an open field of theoriginal farm north of Od Lexington Road and t he
nom nated district. Qe of the new houses was that of Lincoln's second minister.
Rev. Dr. Charles Stearns, at 15 Sandy Pond Road (ca. 1782, #30). Stearns' home, an
el egant exanple of the transition from the Georgian to the Federal style, stood
amdst a farm of only 19 acres. The minister operated a private coeducational
acadeny. The Liberal School, on the property from 1792 t o 1807.

Qther houses built during this period of fairly intense devel opment i nthe 1780s
and 1790s include the Anna Child House, 49 Bedford Road (ca. 1792-1797, #55), the

Conti nued
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McPher son- st on House, 29 Lincoln Road (ca. 1785-1824, #28), and the
aforementioned Abner Mathis House. This increase in housing stock resulted from
Lincoln's growing artisan/professional population, which by this time included a
doctor, tailor, tanner, and cordwainer.

The history of the house of cordwainer Abner Mathis reflects the dynam cs of

the town center. For the first decades of itsexistence after itsconstructionin
1788, the building housed skilled craftsmen (three cordwainers, followed by a
bricklayer); it next became the parsonage of Lincoln's third mnister. Rv. Elijah
Denond, and was probably the last residence of Rev. Dr. Charles Stearns. In

1847— hree years after the railroad arrived in Lincoln—he house becare the hone
of a bookkeeper enployed in Boston, Sanuel Huddleston. This early commuter to
Boston was the forerunner of Lincoln's 20th century professional population.
Subsequent owners of the Mathis House have continued to live in Lincoln while
working in Boston.

The Mathis House also reflects early social patterns in Lincoln's center. Both
Mathis and his wife grewup in Lincoln. Ms. Mthis was a nenber of the Child
famly, and her unmarried sister, Anna Child, built the neighboring Federal
vernacul ar house on Bedford Road (#55) in the 1790s. Their relationslived across
the street in the Georgian-period Child-Sinmonds-Newhall House, 52 Bedford Road
(third quarter of the 18th century, #56).

By 1800, the town center could not support additional farms, and as cheaper
|l and became available in the north and west corners of Lincoln, the area ws no
longer as desirable to new farmers. The town as a whole grew very slowly
throughout the 19th century and even declined in population during the first half
of the century (from 75 in 1800 to 706 by 1820 to a low of 689 by 1840, increasing
slightly on the eve of the Civil W to 718).

This stagnation did not encourage building; nevertheless, despite the scarcity
of new construction during the early years of the 19th century, several pre-1754
houses in the center were replaced with larger and nore stylish ones. A 1816
letter, for exanple, noted that "Hoar (is) pulling down the old Mead House (once a
farmhouse and inn within the village) preparing to build large." (Wheeler Papers,
Lincoln Historical Collection). The Federal-style Sanuel Hoar House, built by
Lincoln housewright John Nelson for a prom nent local politician and judge,
replaced the Mead House in 1817-1818 (#40). |Indeed, the earliest houses in the
center have been the only real victims of time in Lincoln, lost either to fire
(which destroyed the first meetinghouse in 1860) or to the combined effects of age
and the affluence of early 19th century property owners who desired |arger and more

Conti nued
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stylish homes. And while age and fire my certainly have been factors, the

di sappearance and replacenment of six or seven pre-1754 houses in the district
during the late 18th and early 19th centuries also denonstrates the attraction of
living handsonely in the village.

The ca. 1828 Elisha Hagar House at 24 Bedford Road (#38) is another building
that replaced an earlier farmhouse. Hagar cane to the village as a cordwai ner and
purchased the Mathis House and tannery in 1807. (Wth a tanyard and a
concentration of cordwainers, the leather industry, a byproduct of the doni nant
agricultural econony, was a small but prosperous activity in the village.) In 1816
Hagar bought a nearby farmhouse with 65 attached acres and then replaced the house
with the present two-story, hip-roofed Federal-style house, the |ast house of this
style to be built inthe village center. In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, the house was enlarged by descendants of Samuel Hoar and Col oni al
Revival -styl e woodworking was added to the interior.

Several Geek Revival-style houses were constructed on lots inthe village
center, includingthose originally part of the Flint farm for the town's craftsmen
and professionals who continued to live in the center even as farmers began to nove
outside that area. The Abel Weel er House, 67 Bedford Road (1843, #77), the
West on-Bem s House, 19 Bedford Road (1844, #53), the Pierce-Fay House, 23 Sandy
Pond Road (1847, #72), and the First Parsonage, 12 Trapelo Road (1848-1849, #71),
are al | Geek Revival-style dwellings with front-facing gables, built by or for
professional people in Lincoln. The Parsonage housed Rev. W IIiam Jackson,
mnister of Lincoln's first parish. Fay was a yeoman; \Weeler was town clerk and,
later, selectman; Weston was a housewright; and Bemis an author, investor,
inventor, and benefactor of Lincoln. e Geek Revival-style house that was built
on land formerly part of the Flint farm was that of Horatio \Weeler, tanner, at 2
Bedford Road (ca. 1833, #34).

By md century, prospering Lincoln citizens began to choose other styles for
their homes. Across the street from the Elisha Hagar House, Hagar's farmer son,
Al bert, built his owmn house at 37 Bedford Road in 1850-1851 (#76). The house was
noved a short distance from itsoriginal site during the late 19th century. Wth
its gable end-to-the-road siting, the house harnonizes with the sinmple G eek
Revival houses built during the previous tw decades. But the building's
| ow-pitched roofline and wi de projectingcornices, supported by paired brackets,
reflect an Italianate influence.

During the 1840s, a religious controversy felt across New England had its
impact on Lincoln. Liberal Unitarians drew apart from nmore conservative
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Trinitarians toform their ow church. I nlLincoln, theresult was theconstruction

in 1842 of theGeek Revival-style Wite Church, 4 Bedford Road (#35), north of the
Town Qonmon.

During this period, thetavern-store conplex |located i ntheformer Poor House
(#58) was one of thevillage's most important meeting places. Townw de nmeetings
were held there and t helincoln Social Library for atime had its home here.

In 1848, however, Nathaniel Hosmer of Concord constructed a Geek Revival-style
Town Hall on Lincoln Hill (#29). The buildingalso served as Lincoln's high
school, community center, library, and Iyceum until being noved toits present
location at 25 Lincoln Road i n1891. At that time, a new and | arger Ceorgian
Revival-style town hall was erected at thetown center (#44), and t he ol der
building became a store and post office.

The construction of t heBoston/ Concord/Fitchburg railroad extension through
South Lincoln i n1844 determ ned that that area would beconme t hetown's comerci al
center, supplanting thenomnated district. The railroad sarrival contributedto
an increase, albeit a slight one, i nLincoln's population on theeve of the Civil
War; and by thelatter half of the19thcentury, Boston workers and summer
residents were also nmoving into thetown. But thegreatest inpact of the
railroad—as theneans by which Lincoln would evolve from farm community toa
weal thy Boston bedroom suburb—was not felt for several decades. Throughout nuch
of thel9thcentury, Lincoln and itstown center remained primarily a rural
agricultural comunity. The |ast Geek Revival-style house erected i nthe district
was t hetemple-front house and attached barn of yeoman Asa Wiite at 29 Sandy Pond
Road (#73), built i n1854-1856. Construction i nthedistrict came toa halt during
the Civil War, with only one building, theHoar-Gay House, 5 Lincoln Road
(1860-1861, #70), erected during thewar years. Co-

By thelate 19t hcentury, Lincoln, and particularly thevillage center, was
increasingly influenced by itscloseness toBoston, and that influence i sa vital
part of thedistrict's history. Lincoln during this period sustained substanti al
domestic building, as the "Boston nmoney" of Lincoln businessmen built confortable
estates and surmer hones around t hetown center. The retirement mansion of Lincoln
native and Boston businessman CGeorge Grosvenor Tarbell at 34 Bedford Road (1869,
#75) was t hefirst such estate. Tarbell's mansard-roofed estate on topof Lincoln
Hall i san elegant, high-style building that blends effectively withits
surroundings as i tsits anmong open fields and orchards behind a fieldstone wall.

The shingled 1898 Riddl e-Cl ark-Rogers House, 24 Sandy Pond Road (#82), i sa fine
CGeorgian Revival-style building erected by a Boston cotton buyer and subsequently
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owned by a Boston sal esman/carpenter, a sumer resident from Canbridge, and a
Boston |awyer. And the Flint-Mssman-Norton House, 20 Trapel o Road (#95),
Lincoln's finest Queen Anne-style residence, was built as an investment property in

1892 and housed a nunber of Boston professionals.

Gand estates like the 1898 Georgian Revival-style stucco hone of Boston
and the high-style
Georgian Revival mansion of stockbroker John H Pierce (nodelled on

t heVassal - Crai gi e-Longfel l ow House i n Canmbridge) at 17 Weston Road (1900, #113)

architect George F. Newton, 29 Trapelo Road (1898, #106),

also reflect Lincoln's proximty to Boston. Like Tarbell,
Samuel Hoar, grew up inthe village, worked in Boston, and

Pierce was descendant of
retired to Lincoln.

Mich of the district's fine public architecture is inlarge measure due to the
| argesse of these Lincoln businessmen who worked i n Boston.
donated and constructed for the town the 1883-1884 Lincoln Public Library, 3

Bedford Road (#39), a fine Victorian Romanesque public building.
i npact

other Lincoln-Boston conmuters |ikewise had a significant

Tarbell, for exanple,

Contributions by
on the village.

CGeorge F. Bemis, a Boston businessman already nmentioned for his fine Geek
Revival-style house on Bedford Road, donated nuch of the cost for building both the
Victorian Ronmanesque Stone Church, 14 Bedford Road (1891, #37), and the Georgian

Revival Town Hall/Bems Hall, 15 Bedford Road (1892, #41).

St ockbr oker John H

Pierce left his CGeorgian Revival mansion on Weston Road and nore than 25 acres of
land to the town of Lincoln. The land i s now open to the public and is known as
Pierce Park. And in 1907, philanthropist Charles S Smith gave the town land on

which to build the Georgian Revival-style Center School

(16 Lincoln Road, 1908,

#114). The school, used today as town offices was the work of Boston architect J.
Charl eston Parker. Together, the adjoining Pierce and Smith donations total 30
acres of public land, al lincluded within the district boundaries.

The nost recent period of significant development for the district was inthe
early 20th century. Mjor construction activity occured on the former Samuel Hoar
farm between Trapel o and Weston Roads. New construction during this period
revealed the increasingly close ties to Boston and included farmhouses for hired

workers and sorme specul ative construction (forinstance,

the two houses huilt by

Wlliam and Florence Billiard on Bedford Road i n 1924-1925 [#88, #89]), in addition
to the large estates discussed above. An important figure inLincoln's early 20th
century devel opment was Robert J. Donaldson. As a builder,
of the houses, but he also acquired nmuch of the former Hoar farm and continuedto

Donal dson put up nany

farmit. Wiile the Sanuel Hoar House no |onger presides over a working farm the
open hay fields that remain, together with the surviving outbuildings that formerly
housed hired hands and the unifying stone walls, still retain their historic ties
to an earlier way of Ilife.

Conti nued
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Donaldson's residence was the former Poor House/Hunt-Rice Tavern (#58). The
two-story symmetrical Donald P. Donaldson House, 16 Weston Road {1916-1917, #110),
of clapboard construction, is an excellent example of a Colonial Revival-style
farmhouse, and was originally used by the foreman of the adjoining Robert Donaldson
farm . Likewise, the home of Hector J. MacLean, 21 Trapelo Road, who worked as a
farmer/caretaker on another Lincoln estate, is a two-story house, asymmetrical in
plan, with a gable end-to-road design (1914-1915, #104).

Thus the early 20th century saw a mixed population of businessmen,
professionals, artisans, some mechanics, and farmers in the center. Some worked in
Lincoln and others in Boston. Even more recently (increasingly since World War
1), the town and village typically includes businessmen, educators, engineers,
lawyers, architects, ministers, and doctors, with most working outside Lincoln,
either in Boston or the high-tech belt of Route 128.

Planning, zoning, and a nationally recognized land conservation effort have
helped Lincoln retain its semi-rural character and scale. The town center's
well-preserved stone walls, open fields, orchards and original fences —all
remnants of an earlier way of life—are particularly noteworthy. Lincoln today is
a wealthy, semi-rural, commuters’ community, with a center composed of many fine
and well-maintained residences and a few well-preserved public buildings.

Archaeological Significance

Because of its low density and rural character, there is a high potential for
significant archaeological remains within the district. While no prehistoric sites
are currently recorded in the district, it is probable that sites are present.
Historical archaeological potential contributes to the district's significance in
three ways. By documenting buildings no longer extant especially the original set
of institutional buildings, a much clearer understanding of how the community was
structured emerges. Second is the potential for documenting the physical evolution
of houses and houselots over time. Third, and closely related, is the potential
for documenting the changing social, cultural, and economic patterns and functional
features of the households and specialty crafts of the district through examination
of sheet refuse, trash pits, privies, wells, and other features. In contrast to
many other Massachusetts communities where radical transformations occurred between
1750 and 1850, Lincoln remained stable, prosperous, and agriculturally oriented.
As such, Lincoln's historical archaeological resources provide an important control
in understanding the issues of continuity and change during the last half of the
18th and early 19th centuries.
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VHC # MAP # HISTORIC NAVE STREET ADDRESS CONSTRUCTION STYLE
BEDFORD ROAD, left (west) side

34 1 Wheeler-Farrar-Bemis House 2 Bedford Road 1833-1834 Greek Revival
35 2 The White Church 4 Bedford Road 1842 Greek Revival
37 3 The Stone Church 14 Bedford Road 1891 Victorian Romanesque
85 4 Third Parsonage 16 Bedford Road 1958 Contemporary (NC)
38 5 Elisha Hagar House 24 Bedford Road 1828 Federal
75 6 George G. Tarbell House 34 Bedford Road 1868 Second Empire
86 7 Tarbell-Kellogg House 34A Bedford Road 1868/wing;

1969/house Gambrel
87 8 Talcott M. Banks House 42 Bedford Road 1977/1978 NC
88 9 Hilliard House #1 46 Bedford Road ca. 1924-1925 Cape Cod
89 10 Hilliard House #2 48 Bedford Road ca. 1924-1925 Modified Cape Cod
56 11 Child-Simonds-Newhall 52 Bedford Road Third Quarter, Georgian Vernacular

18th C.

BEDFORD ROAD, right (east) side
39 12 Lincoln Public Library 3 Bedford Road 1883-1884 Victorian Romanesque
41 13 Town Hall/Bemis Hall 15 Bedford Road 1892 Georgian Revival
53 14 Weston-Bemis House 19 Bedford Road 1844 Greek Revival
91 15 Stanley Heck (Pierce- 23 Bedford Road 1949 International (NC)
Ropes-Heck) House (former 1860-1861) (Formerly Second Empire)
76 16 Albert Hagar House 37 Bedford Road 1850-1851 Vernacular (Greek
Revival/ltal ianate)

78/54 17 Abner Mathis House 41 Bedford Road 1788 Georgian/Federal
55 18 Anna Child House 49 Bedford Road ca. 1792-1797 Federal/Vernacular
90 19 Roland Mackenzie House 53 Bedford Road 1926 Dutch Colonial Revival
NA 20 (Charles) Wheeler House 61 Bedford Road ca. 1806 Federal/Vernacular
77 21 Abel Wheeler House 67 Bedford Road 1843 Greek Revival
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115

116
117
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70
29
28
27
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33
82

30
83

73

79

MAP # HISTORIC NAVE

LINCOLN ROAD, left (east) side

41 Center School/

Town Office Building
42 Riley-Savage House
43 Wilson-Henry House
44 William N. Page House
45 Parnes-Robus House
46 James T. Laird House

LINCOLN ROAD, right (west) side

48 Adams-Tarbell House

49 Hoar-Gray House

50 Old Town Hall

51 McPherson-Weston House

52 Brown-Russell-Chapin House

QD LEXNGON R right (south) side

22 Sawin-Chapin House
23 Poor House/Hunt-Rice Tavern
24 Issac * Nellie MacRae House

SADY RDD RO [eft (south) side

37 Edmund Wheeler House
53 Samuel H. Pierce Stable
54 Riddle-Clark-Rogers House

SANDY POND ROAD, right (north) side

Rev. Ebenezer Newhall House
Stearns-Cole-Smith House

Tarbell-Smith Barn
Pierce-Fay House
Asa White House

8L 8¢

STREET ADDRESS

16 Lincoln Road
26 Lincoln Road

28 Lincoln Road
32 Lincoln Road
36 Lincoln Road
38 Lincoln Road

7 Lincoln Road
15 Lincoln Road
25 Lincoln Road
29 Lincoln Road
37 Lincoln Road

1 Old Lexinaton Rd.
7 Old Lexington Rd.
17 Old Lexington Rd

2 Sandy Pond Road
Sandy Pond Road
24 Sandy Pond Road

9 Sandy Pond Road
15 Sandy Pond Road

15 Sandy Pond Road
23 Sandy Pond Road
29 Sandy Pond Road

CONSTRUCTION

1908
1925

1929
1929
1909
1888

c. 1793-6
1860-1

1848

c. 1785-1824
pre-1754

1893- 184
1785
1902

c. 1799-1811
1900
1898-1899

1834
ca. 1782

1849
1847
1854-1856

STYLE

Georgian Revival

Vernacular Colonial

Revival

Colonial Revival
Vernacular
Vernacular
Vernacular

Federal
Vernacular
Greek Revival
Federal
Colonial

Queen Anne
(Colonial
Vernacular Colonial

Colonial
Colonial
Colonial

Revival
Revival

Greek Revival
Georgian-Federal
Transi tional
Transverse Barn
Greek Revival
Greek Revival

Reviv,



NIC #

71
96

100
101

102

103
104
106

98
112
110
40

113

MP #

HSTAR C NANME

TRAPELO ROAD, left (north) side

25
ys)
27

28

Anna Eliza Weston House

First Parsonage
Second Parsonage

Flint-Mossman-Norton House

TRAPELO ROAD, right (south) side

29
30
31

32
33

34
35

Charles L. Westman House
Frederick Seeger House
Wentworth Blodgett House

Schuyler-Donaldson House
Pope-Schuyler-Donaldson House

Hector J. MaclLean House
George F. Newton House

WESTON ROAD, left (north) side

H
37
3
30

Ben.iamin Carlson House
Martin Buerger House
Donald P. Donaldson House
Samuel Hoar House

WESTON ROAD, right (south) side

40

John H. Pierce House

STRET ATHESS

8 Trapelo Road

12 Trapelo Road
16 Trapelo Road

20 Trapelo Road

7 Trapelo Road
9 Trapelo Road
11 Trapelo Road

13 Trapelo Road

15 Trapelo Road
21 Trapelo Road
29 Trapelo Road

3 V/eston Road
12 Weston Road
16 Weston Road
22 Weston Road

17 Weston Road

CONSTRLCIT AN

1884

1848-1849
1893

1892

1926-1927
1928-1929
1921/Barn

ca. 1929-1930/House
Early 19th c,
altered 1913-4
1897-1898
1914-1915

1898

1921
1942
1916-1917
1817-1818

1900

STYLE

Ver nacul ar (Col oni al
Revivalized Victorian)
Geek Revival

Ver nacul ar  Col oni al
Revi val

Queen Ane

Col oni al  Revi val
Col oni al  Revival
Col oni al - Revi val

Federal wth Col onial
Revival Additions
Col onial  Revival
Col onial  Revival
Georgian Revival

Col oni al  Revi val

Col onial  Revival (NO
Col oni al Revival

Feder al

Georgian Revival
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48 Bedford Road O ' "P""/ PD
Lincoln, M\ 01778 "
Mar ch 14 1985

MR1- 1956

Ms. Valerie A Tal mage MASS. HST. OMM

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssSion
80 Boyl ston Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Re: Hilliard House #2
48 Bedford Road
Center Historical District

Dear Ms. Tal mage:

V& have received your notification that our propertywill be
considered fornomnation tothe National Register of
Historic Places. Apart from the nortgage hol der, Leader
Federal Savings andLoan Association, we, the undersigned,
are thesole owners of the property. V& wish t oobject

to thelisting of this property as anHistoric Place.

The house was built I nthel920's with major structural

changes nmade i n1979. The house does not neet any of the
criteria forlisting. V& recognize that there are sonme

truly historic houses and public buildings i nour neighborhood
and do not wish toobject totheir listing.

Thank you f or your consideration.

Yours truly,

Robert P. Hopkins, MD

Gormmonweal th of Massachusetts Mary W Hopki ns
Gounty cf Mddl esex

Subscribed and sworn t o before ne this Fourteenth day
of March, 1985.

. n Notary p/bTi
M comm ssi on expires
Cecenter 10, 1987



QOMMONVEEALTH G- MASSACHUSETTS
Suffolk, SS April 9, 1985

| The undersigned, as anowner of lots 36.12 and 36.1207
located onBedford Road i nLincoln, M ddlesex County, Massachusetts
(held i nthenane of Robert M Gargill andMarion Lynn Gargill,
husband andwife, asjoint tenants) hereby objects t othe inclusion
of said property i nanyapplication forlisting onthe National
\ A .

Regi ster.

Subscribed and sworn t oonthis 9t hday of April, 1985

Notary PubTTc

My conmm ssi on expires:/II'INTN



