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1 Name nf Property
historic name Quincy Shore Drive, Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston
other names/site number Same

2. Lnr.atinn

Street & number Quincy Shore Drive N/A  not for publication
city or town  Quincy N/A  vicinity
state  Massachusetts codei*A— county Norfolk County code 021 zip code Q2171

3. State/Feripral Anennv Hprtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Q“omination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hjetoric Places and, meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

B meets «+ doe”ot meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally'Ostatewide ¢ locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifyinalofficial/Tltle \J Date
Cara H. Metz, Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natininai Park Servire Certifiration
I, herafty eertify that this property is:
|9entered in the National Register
¢ See continuation sheet.
« detennined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Quinry Shore Drlvft
Name of Property

5. Classifiratinn

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

_ private

_ public-local

X public-State
_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

_ building(s)
X district
_site

_ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston

fi, Fiinp.tinn nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RFCRFATION/CUI TIliRF - outrinor recreation

LANDSCAPE - park natural feature

TRANSPORTATION - road related

7. nesp.riptinn

Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

NZA

Narrative Description
See Section 7 continuation sheet.

Norfolk County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
Q 0 .building
sites
. structures
objects
JLL Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

None

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION/CUI TURF - outdoor recreation
| ANDSCAPF - park natural feature

TRANSPORTATION - road related

IVlaterials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation N/A

walls N/A

roof.

other asphalt, concrete, granite, plantings
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DESCRIPTION

Quincy Shore Drive is located in eestem Massachuseits at the southem shore of Massachusetts Bay just
south of the City of Bogon, in the City of Quincy. The roadway bounds Quincy Bay, an inlet of
Massachusetts Bay, and offers commanding views of Boston and the Boston Harbor Idands. 1t is one of
eight ocean parkways in Bogon's metropolitan park sysem adminigered by the Metropolitan District
Commisson (MDC), ad the adjacent beech and ocean views have an integral connection with the
parkway and are a primary resson for its exigence.

For the purpases of this nomination, Quincy Shore Drive will be consdered inthree ssgments. There are

two short connecting segments and a centra shordline segment, which are collectively about four miles in
length. Beginning a the southem edge of the Neponsst Bridge, a modem structure, in Quincy, the

parkway travels gpproximatey one mile through a densdy settled residential area before it begins to

closdaly follow the Quincy Bay shordline and the adjacent Quincy Shore Resarvation, an MDC-owned

parkland that boundsthe eedt Sde of the parkway. The parkway continues aong the shore approximately

two miles until just south of Merrymount Beach. After intersecting Fumace Brook Parkway (sse sgparae

nomination for that parkway), the roadway travels awvay from the coast for nearly amile through a second

resdential neighborhood before terminating & Sea Street.

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment One - The southeastern end of the Neponset Bridge at 1-93 to East
Squantum Street at the Quincy Shore

The northwestem terminus of Quincy ShoreDrive, Segment One (#1 on the data sheet) corresponds to
the southesste edge of the Neponst River Bridge just eedt of the intersection of the Southeest
Expressway (1-93) and Neponset Street. This bridge was bulk inthe 19680sand rebuilt inthe 1990s & a
result of the constmction of 1-93. The current bridge replaced the original two bridges that goanned
Newport Road and what is now the MBTA rail line. The Neponsat Bridge, as well as the portion of
Quincy Shore Drive that is located north of the Neponsst Bridge, are not included in this nomination
becausethey were completely rebuilt as aresult of development related to 1-93.

Immediately southeaedt of the Neponset Bridge, the northem connecting segment (Segment One), which is

just under amile long, travels through aresidentia neighborhood thet consigts primarily of single-family,

early to mid 20™-century two-story, wood-frame resdenceswith acondstent setback of approximately 25

feet. There are ds0 afew larger, lae 20*-century gpatment buildingsthat extend up to eight Soriesin

height and bring adifferent character to the predominantly smdl-scale residentia neighborhood.
(continued)
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The parkway adignment in this ssgmeant, which runs generdly northeegterly, is gently curving and
relatively level. The roadway condgsof four ten-foot-wide bituminous concrete travel lanes, two in eech
direction. Parking is not permitted on the roadway, athough there are curb cuts associated with mogt of
the resdences. Throughout mogt of this ssgment, there isaMedian (#2 on the data sheet) about 20 feet
wide and planted with evenly soacad deciduous trees, including oak, maple, beach, and locust (PHOTO
#1). Thesetrees range from mature 50- to 75-year-old plantings to othersthat are relatively recent in age
Periodic breeks in the median provide only limited opportunities for tums and crosstraffic. Most tuming
movements occur a Bay Stae Road, a the Bay State Road Jug Handle and Island (#3 on the data
sheet). The median adjacent to this feature is marked by a planting of rosa rugosa, a departure from
deciduous trees described above The residentia character of this ssgment of the road continues until it
reechesthe shoreline, where the ssoond ssgment begins a East Squantum Street.

A Tree Allee (#4 on the data sheet) of ogk, maple, and beach trees defines the outer edges of the
parkway for mog of this segment. These trees, together with those planted in the median, frameviews
aong the corridor. Sidewalks, typically agohak and four to six feet wide, line both Sdes of this ssgment
for mog of its length. Narrow turf gtrips between the roadway and the sdewalk ae present in mog
sections.  Curbing at the median and outer parkway edges conssts of vertically placed granite block.
Lights are cobra heeds on metd pogs. The overal effect of this ssgmant isthat of a plessant, tree-lined
boulevard through aresidential neighborhood. The boundary isvisualy defined by the road corridor, the
adjacent trees, and the sdewdk. There are no long-distance views except along the parkway corridor.

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two - East Squantum Street to Furnace Brook Parkway

The intersection with East Squantum Road marks the transition from Quincy Shore Drive, Ssgment One,
to Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two (#5 on the data sheet), the shordine parkway, which isjust over
two miles long. This segment is dominated by the dramatic beachfront setting, with distant views that
include dramétic views northesst toward Squantum, Moon, and Long idands, as well as the Bogton city
skyline. For this segment, the west or inland dde is discussed first, followed by the eest or oceen Sde.

The roadway inthis segment consggsof two lanes traveling in eech direction. Lanes are twelvefeet wide
and paved in bituminous concrete. Ssgment Two, which followsthe adignment of the irregularly shaped

Quincy Shore, is flatter than the first and third ssgments of Quincy Shore Drive. A narrow, four-foor-

wide Median (#6 on the data sheet), planted with beach grassesand edged with vertically placed granite
blocks, divides the north and southbound lanes of the roadway a its southem end. The median narrows
to allow for athird lane a major intersections. Diagona parking defines the beachsde of the roadway

north of Fenno Street. Curbing congstsof vertically placed granite blocks. There are few curb cuts in

(continued)
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this section, except where the occasond commercid dructure fronts the road and a intersecting
residential dreets Lights feature cobra-heed fixtures on meta poles. Traffic dgnds are located a the
outer edges of the roadway overhanging the parkway on metd mag ams  Sdewadksintermittently
border both Sdesof the roadway and are not sgparated from the edge of the pavement by planting strips.

On the inland sde of the parkway, the predominantly residential neighborhood continues with one- and
two-story, wood-frame housing, including a mix of pre- and post-1950 construction. Houses in this
sgment are typically samdler and more cottegelike than in the previous segment, with smdler lots and
more shallow setbacks  Although the neighborhood adjacent to the parkway remans primarily
residential, there are a few lae 20™century commercid buildings & severd intersections, including
Squantum Street, Vassall Stredt, and Sedham Stret. The inland Sde d<o includes two small vest-pocket
parks intergpersed among the houses. There istypically anarrow sdewak adjacent to the parkway.

After the parkway pesses Feno Stredt, the resdentiad neighborhood gives way to Wollaston Besch
Reservation, a park managed by the Quincy Consarvation Commission. The park borders the north Sde of
the parkway from Fenno Stret to Fumace Brook Parkway. Views open up to the west along this portion
of the parkway to reved a dramatic visa condging of marshlands Blacks Creek, Fine Idand, ad
Merrymount Park, all part of the Wollaston Beech Reservation. A fieldstone monument with a granite
pand and a carved granite relief marks the entrance to the Wollaston Beach Reservation neer Fenno
Street. The monument was ingtaled by the family of Reuben and Lizzie Grosaman in 1971. It reeds

REUBEN A. AND LIZZIE
GROSSMAN PARK
THISLAND AND ITSNATURAL RESOURCES MADE AVAILABLE
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF QUINCY
BY THE CHILDREN OF
REUBEN A. AND LI1ZZ|E GROSSMAN
IN MEMORY OF THEIR PARENTS
WHO WILL BE REMEMBERED FOR THIER (sic)
HUMILITY, HUMANITY, KINDLINESS, GODLINESS

A smadler granite pand islocated a the eesem edge of the monument. It reeds:

PER ORDER, QUINCY CITY COUNCIL
JUNE 21,1971 JAMESRMCINTYRE, MAYOR
PERMANENTLY PROTECTED BY THE
QUINCY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
(continued)
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The monument is located about 20 feet from the edge of the pavement a the intersection of Fenno Sirest
and Quincy Shore Drive. Because it is located outside of the boundary for the parkway, it is conddered
an dement of the setting rather than of the parkway.

Quincy Shore Drive is undivided north of Fenno Street. From Fenno Stret to the north end of the
Greenberg Bridge (discussed below), however, the roadway is separated by a narrow M edian (#6 on the
data sheet) covered in beach grass(PHOTOS#4 AND 7). Themedian isfour feet wide until it tgpers to
two feet near the bridge. Asthe parkway gpoproaches Fumace Brook Perkway, it crossesover Blacks
Creck by way of the ca 1915-1916 Greenberg Memorial Bridge (#7 on the data sheet), which wes
named for WWI1 Veteran Sgt. Phillip Greenberg in the 1960s The bridge is mede of reinforced concrete
with "Boston Pattem"-type guardrails, a dandard MDC pipe ral that dates to the early 20* century
(PHOTOs #5, 9 AND 10). Wate is channded undemegth the bridge through cagt-iron pipes. The
subgtructure of the bridge features a concrete gate chamber with four backwater tide gates which predate
the bridge. These gates, the Blacks Creek Tide Gates (#3 on the data sheet), were built in 1911 to
prevent water from flowing into Blacks Cregk and the adjacent marshlands and to alow surface water to
flow out to the ocean duringlow tide. The gateswere rebuilt when a dam was built a the cregk in 1920
and then repaired 68 years later, in 1988. The Blacks Creek Dam (#9 on the data shest) is located near
the northwest wing wall of the bridge. Because the bridge, tide gates and dam were built during the
parkway's period of sgnificance, they are all consdered contributing festures of the parkway for the
purposes of this nomination. Blacks Creek Wing Walls (#10 on the data sheet), made of mortared
done, were built for the bridge in 1963; because they poddate the period of significance for the parkway,
they are not a contributing festure of the present nomination, but could be reconsdered when they
achieve fifity yearsof age

As the parkway gpproaches Fumace Brook Parkwav from the Greenberg Memorial Bridge, there isa
DAR monument, erected in 1920, located near the southwestern corner of the bridge a the back edge of
the sdewalk. Thismonument conggs of abronze plague st in granite. It reeds

CAPTAIN WOLLASTON IN 1625
ESTABLISHED TRADING POSTS ON
THIS SHORE. FROM HIM WOLLASTON DERIVED ITSNAME

ERECTED BY
ABIGAIL PHILLIPS, QUINCY CHAPTER
DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION
1920
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Becausethis monument is located a the back edge of the sidewalk, outside the boundary for the parkway,
neer the southwest comer of the bridge, it is not included as a contributing feature of the parkway. For
the purposesof this nomination, it isconddered setting.

On the ocean dde of the shordine ssgmatt, the Quincy Shore Reservation broadensto include anarrow
strip of ocean frontage with dramatic views towards Boston Harbor (PHOTO #8). On adear day, the
Bogton skyline is dso visble (PHOTOS #1 AND 2). Immediately adjacent to the roadway in the
northem part of this segment isamarshy areawith scattered volunteer vegetation that soon gives way

to a beach. For most of the beach frontage, there is perpendicular parking adjacent to the parkway,

bordered by a sdewadk with ca 19680s concrete and fiberglass dhede sheters, beyond which are low
seawdls to prevent beech eroson. From the parkway, the seawdls gopear as low retaining walls, with

periodic stairs providing aocess to the beech and intermittent openings to provide emergency access

Roughly oppodite Vassall Siredt, there are two yacht clubs, Squantum Y acht Club and Wollaston Y acht
Club, on piers extending out into the watler (PHOTO #3). Both of these two-story, wood-frame
dructures, which date to 1903, were pat of the origina dedgn for the Quincy Shore Resarvation.

Although they have been modified over time, they still retain their historic character. The parkway saves
as an important link to the reservation and itsrecreationd festures. However, beaches, seawdls, parking,

benches, piers, beach shdters, and yacht clubs assodated with the Quincy Shore Resarvation are all

conddered setting for the parkway for the purposss of this nomination. Inthe shorefront ssgmert, the
bituminous-concrete roadway narrows to two lanes in each direction. Where medians exist, plantings
include beach grasses consgtent with the character of the surrounding natural landscepe. Except for a few
trees a the trandition point, there are ds0 no formal plantings adong either sde of the shore segment,

athough there are some intermittent volunteer trees and understory. Other road details are the ue of SS
type guardrails in limited arees where there is a sharp drop off, and wooden rails mounted on concrete
podsinother areas. Curbs generdly condgt of vertically placed granite blocks throughout, except where
there is parking (part of the reservation) dong the shordine ssgmant of Quincy Shore Drive. The road

retains many of the features historically assodaed with an MDC oceen parkway, as well as the lae 20™-
century parking modifications and seawall, which are characterigtic of later MDC work. Quincy Shore
Drive, Segment Two, ends a Fumace Brook Parkwav. which runs west towards Blue Hill Reservation,

while Quincy Shore Drive continues south ashort digance (SEGMENT THREE).

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Three - Furnace Brook Parkway to Sea Street

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Three (#11 on the data sheet), which begins a the southem edge of the
parkway's intersection with Fumace Brook Parkway and ends a the northem edge of Sea Stredt, is about
a mile long. This segment travels through aresidential neighborhood of early to mid 20*-century wood-
frame homes, mogt two to three sories tall (PHOTOS#1 AND 2). The neighborhood hes ardatively

(continued)
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uniform gppearance, with housss typically st dlightly above the grade of the parkway and often
supported by retaining walls. Viewsae primarily dong the road corridor, except for a disant view of
Quincy Bay as this ssgmeant goproaches its northem end. The roadway setting in this segment ressmbles

that of Segment One.

Segment Three conssts of two twelve-foot-wide lanes paved in bituminous concrete. There is one lane traveling
in eech direction. A planting strip and concrete sdewalks, beginning a the back edge of the curb, define ether
dde of the roadway in this ssgment. The topography of this area is rolling and the roadway gently windsin
regponse to the terrain. This is in sark contragt to the relatively flat seoond segment of Quincy Shore Drive.
There is no median and no parking dong the roadway, which is broken by curb cuts assodaed with the
residential development. Curbing congsts of vertically placed granite blocks and lights feeture cobra-heed
fixtures. Mature, evenly spaced deciduous trees (Tree Border, #12 on the data sheet), line much of this segment.
This landscape feature contributes strongly to the character of the parkway.

Archaeological Description

Known ancient Native American Stes have been identified in dose proximity to Quincy Shore Drive, including
fifteen Stesinthe generd area(within one mile) and severd Stesthat abut and/or may extend into the nominated

right of way. Ancient Native dtes representing a variety of types have been identified in industria arees,

residential backyards, and recreationd aress adjacent to the nominated Quincy Shore Drive right of way. Some of
these dtes may have originally extended into the nominated arean Environmental characteristics of the roadway
represent favorable locational criteria(dope, soil drainege, digance to wetlands) for a variety of resdentia and

subdggence activities. Most of the roadway isrelatively level and was probably well drained prior to construction.
Mogt of the road aso lies adjacent to the Wollaston Beach portion of Quincy Bay. Other aress liewithin 1,000
feet of the Neponsat River, Sadhem Brook, Blacks Cregk, and the Broad MeadowsTown River Bay tidal

wetlands. The proximity of Quincy Shore Drive to the above aress and its classification as an Oocean Parkway
indicates the range of subsgtence resources assodated with a marine-rdated ecosystem that would have been
available to the ancient Native American inhabitants in thisarea

Historical and archaeologica evidence dso exigts that indicates the potentia presence of avariety of 17+ through
20* century residential, agricultural, commercid, and industrial-related dtes in the vicinity of Quincy Shore
Drive. The locations of meany potential Stes remain to be documented. Other gtes, including 19-SU-83, the
reported location of the 1624-31 Thomas Morton homestead neer Samoset Avenue, may have been destroyed.

In spite of the high potential for locating ancient Native American and historic resourcesin the vicinity of Quincy

Shore Drive, the potential to recover significant archaeological resources, both ancient Native American ad

historic, within the nominated boundaries of the parkways is low. Quincy Shore Drive isamulti-lane divided
(continued)

(End)
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roadway sysem with three paved travel lanes in each direction. The roadway includes a 20-foot planted median,
concrete sidewaks, idands, granite curbs, and lighting. Given the impacts associated with congtruction of the
parkway facilities, potential historical archaeologica and ancient Native American resources within the
nominated parkway area have been desroyed. Truncated features and/or deeply buried fragments of Stes may
survive, but the overall integrity of these dtes has been compromised.

(end)

(End)
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« Statement nf Signifir.anre

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) i >

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
See Section 8 continuation sheet.
9- Major Bihiingraphical Referenres

Nnrfnik Cniinty Massanhiisstts
Cniinty anri Stata

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)
Community Planning and Devplopment
Conservation

Engineering

Entertainment/Recreation
Landscape Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance 1903-1956

( Quincy Shore Drive, Segments One and Two: Built from
190.-~-1 flOT, recon.strijcted and widened 1917-1926
Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Three- Ruilt 1929-1931
Black's Creek Tide Gates: Built 1911, reconstructed
19?nand 198fi
Black's Creek Dam- 1920
Greenberg Memorial Bridge: Built 1915-1916 )
Significant Dates
1903-1931: constructed and widened
1915-1920- Sgt Phillip Greenberg Memorial Bridge, tide

gates and dam

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

None
Cultural Affiliation
WA

Architect/Builder

Charles Eliot, Olmsted Brothers

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

__ Other

Name of repository:
Metropolitan District Commission, Boston. MA
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SIGNIFICANCE

Quincy Shore Drive is significant because it clearly reflects the principles of public ownership, control,
and access essantid to an oceen parkway, as outlined in 1893 by Charles Eliot in his arguments for its
creation. Quincy Shore Drive possesses integrity of location, desgn, setting, materids, workmanship,
feeling, and association. It meds Nationa Regider Criteria A and C in the significance aress of
community development and planning, consarvation, engineering, entertainment and recrestion,
landscagpe architecture, and transportation a the dae level and fulfills the Parkways Regidration
Requirements for the assodated Oosen Parkway property subtype, under Section F of this Multiple
Property Documentation Format nomination. The period of significancefor this parkway isfromthe gart
of congtruction in 1903, through 1956.

Eliot wrote persuasively on the vaue of developing an oceanfront parkway in Quincy. This shordline, he
wrote, had "fineviews acrass the water to the rounded hills of the digtant idands of Bogton Bay, with
glimpses of open s between the idands. To the right and left are ssen the extended arms of Hough's
Neck and of Squantum, embracing between them Quincy's own bay of open water, two and a half miles
wide from cgpeto cape, and two miles deegp.” Beyond aesthetic gppreciation of the view, Eliot saw ahogt
of reesons for a reservation to control this land, all connected to "enlightened self-interesf whereby
"American communities are free to work their own good will." In private ownership, only those lotson
the shoreline profited from the resource. But if the shoreline were publicly owned, homeowners whose
lots fronted the ocean would still redize itsvalue, while "every house-lot for amileback will possess an
enhanced value." Two other condderations were important to Eliot: " Public ownership would dsotend to
ensurethe water front from encroachment by the ssg, and from occupation by vaue-depressing trades.”

For public ownership and control to operate effectively, the aocess provided by an ocean parkway wes
essentid. Eliot argued, "It will doubtless be ultimately desireble that the public should possessa driveway
aong the shore [with] essy connection with the dreets of the city." Eliot argued for the immediate
acquisition of the shordine between Eagt Squantum Street and Black's Creek, and the future acquisition
of shoreline on Hough's Neck as far as Nut Idand.

The Metropolitan Park Commisson (MPC) Annua Report for January 1897 took up Eliot's casefor the
acquisition of a Quincy Shore reservation: "The available seeshore of the district is limited, and is being
shut out from the publicfor private pleasure and profit more and more each year. There remain, however,

.. Six miles on Quincy Bay, which may now be secured & little more than the nominal cogt of building a
road between the ocean and the private land beyond. The opportunity ought a onceto be embraced, or it
will soon be lost." Despite the larger plan, only two miles of the Quincy shordine ultimately becamea
reservation.

(continued)
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In 1897 the Metropolitan Park Commisson conducted topographical surveys and mede parkway maps,
and by 1900 it had acquired mogt of the land from the Neponsat River Bridge to Blacks Creek, including
38 acres along two miles of coadline. "The width of the taking,” the MPC gressed, "is sufficient to
provide for a roadway aong the edge of the bay." The MPC filled some low spots and in 1903 arranged
locations for two local yacht clubs on piers extending out from the parkway into the Bay.

The MPC began congtruction of the parkway a Quincy Shore in 1903, building gpproaches and the
subgrade of asection of connector roadway a the northeestern end and drawing congtruction plans for the
shorefront. Grading and congtruction continued, moving north to south and using as fill materias taken
from the beach and bay. Plansfor the initial construction in 1906 show a 24-foot-wide roadway, with the
Squantum and Wollaston Yacht Clubs piers in place. In 1906, contractors completed a reinforced
concrete masonry bridge over Sachem Brook. In 1907, the MPC acquired Rufe's Hummock, completing
the extenson of Quincy Shore Resarvation to Blacks Creek.

Originally, Quincy Shore Drive began & the Neponset River end of Atlantic Street. That intersection no
longer exigsts, however, as subssquent work on the Old Colony Railroad/New York, New Haven, &
Hartford track crossng (currently the MBTA Red Line) insarted bridges here (1911), changed the
goproaches (1912), and eventudly disconnected Atlantic Avenue completely from Quincy Shore Drive.
Further changesto the Neponsat River Bridge and the Old Colony Parkway (Route 3A) dso obliterated
this historic gtretch of the modem parkway.

The coagta dtretch of Quincy Shore Drive illustrates two defining characteristics of Ocean Parkways.

While limited roadway access defines some parkways, Oceen Parkways are important for incressing

public access. In 1911, the MPC built an entrance for Bromfield Street into the Reservation drive. Five
years before, the MPC had purchased land & this same location for a possible heedquarters building.

Ocean Parkways dso functioned as wetland control structures. In 1911, the MPC built a concrete gate
chamber with four backweter tide gates & the southeagterly end of the Reservation, in the wetlands north

of Blacks Creek. Two 24-inch-long cag-iron pipes were laid from the chamber, under the beach surface,

to about half tide, with tide gates on the ends of each pipe. This prevented tidewater from flowing into

the area southwest of the shore drive and alowed surface water to flow out during low tide. The MPC

built the bridge over Blacks Crek in 1915-1916, completing adirect link with Furnace Brook Parkway.

The bridge was "masonry with granite faced U-dhgped abutments and reinforced concrete girder

supergtructure, one gpan 40-feet-long and 54-feet-wide." I1n 1920, another dam and gateswere built a this
bridge for tide control on Blacks Creek.

As early as 1917, there was pressure to widen the new parkway, according to the MPC Annual Report:
"Due to increase in use of the driveway dong Quincy Shore, it will become necessary as soon as possible
(continued)
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to build it to its full, planned width. Tekings were mede originally to accommodate this, but for
economy's sekethe driveway was built to only part of its ultimate width." Roadway widening took place
from 1921 to 1922 between Appleton Strest and Fenno Street. The MPC authorized the contractor to
obtain fill material from Quincy Bay with a hydraulic dredge In 1923, the Director of Paks
recommended that Quincy Shore Drive be further widened to handle the increased traffic of beachgoers
after improvements to the Old Colony Parkway and the Neponsat Bridge. Another effect of the
automobile was noted: "The use of automobiles for bath houses here is dso a mog unpleasant practice.
Later a public bath housewill be neaded, which would be sdf supporting.” Asfor the roadway itself, in
1923 the MDC gspecified a broken sone bese course, bituminous maecadam surface course, and granite
"edgestones’ curbing as contract requirements for roadways in the Quincy Shore Drive area

The MDC awarded a contract in 1926 for the widening to 40 feet and reconstruction of 2 13 miles of
Quincy Shore Drive, from its gart a the intersection of Hancock and Atlantic dSreatsto Fenno Stredt, as
well as increased shore protection. The shore protection condged of one mile of concrete seawdl with a
seriesof gepsand curbs above.

Thethird and final ssgment of today's Quincy Shore Drive was begun just before the Great Depression.
In 1927, the MDC completed plans for the extenson of Quincy Shore Drive (now caled Pilgrim
Boulevard), from Blacks Cregk to Saa Stret in Quincy. In 1929, the MDC  begen acquisition of right of
way, and completed congruction in 1931.

After Quincy Shore Drive achieved its current configuration in 1931, subsequent work was limited mostly
to maintenance, including the filling of severa hundred feet of shorefront in 1931, northerly from Blacks
Creck dong Quincy Shore Reservation, to protect the roadway and walk from accretion. Later inthe
decade, the MDC drew up plans to build parking goeces a Wollaston Beach, near Squantum and
Wollaston Y acht Clubs (1936), and recongruct sea walls and Segps (1937-38), projects rdated moreto the
resarvation than to the parkway itsdf. In 1937, the MDC oversaw recondruction a Quincy Shore
Reservation, mod likely of the beach area, from Fenno Street to Blacks Creek Bridge.

Little change occurred along Quincy Shore Drive during the Ssoond World War, but maintenance and
improvements picked up somenhat in the poswar years, beginning with shore protedtion prgedsin
1948-1949, s=a wall repairsin 194, and extendve beach improvement projects in 1958-1959. Quincy
Shore Drive was renamed William T. Morrissey Boulevard in the 1950s but that name, like Pilgrim
Boulevard in the 1920s soon faded and it reverted to its original name In 1963 the MDC added wing
walls and podsto the bridge over Blacks Crek, induded in the boundary of the parkway, and in 1983
they repaired the bridges tide gates  With the exogption of periodic resurfadng, mos recently in 1995,
maos of the poswar changes to Quincy Shore Drive have focused on the adjoining reservation, nat the
parkway itsdf. (end)
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The National Register boundary for Quincy Shore Drive generdly incudes the parkway corridor and adjacent
planting strips, parking, and sdewaks. The boundaries are drawn to encompass MDC property historically and
currently associated with Quincy Shore Drive. Adjacent MDC lands that are rdated to the resaervation park use,
and private property, are excluded. A sandard line of convenience boundary of 10 feet from the edge of pavement
isused to definethe parkway where there are adjacent MDC-owned, non-parkway lands. This sandard condition
varies in specific locationswhich are discussad below for each of Quincy Shore Drive's three ssgments

For Quincy Shore Drive, Segment One, the southwestem boundary, which marks the northem terminus for the
parkway, is a line of convenience dravn across the southesstem terminus of the Neponst Bridge. The
northeestem boundary for this ssgment, which connects directly with Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two,

corresponds to aline of convenience drawn across the parkway across the westem edge of Eagt Squantum Street &
the Quincy shore. The north and south boundaries for the parkway in this ssgment correspond to the back of

sdewalk, except where the boundary extends to the north where the parkway intersects Bay State Roed to include
the Bay State Road Jug Handle and Island. The boundary on the south (inland) Sde is the back of sdewalk,

except where there is no sdewalk, specifically a the southwest corner of Eagt Squantum Road and Quincy Shore
Drive, inwhich cagethe boundary is corregponds to sandard line of convenience that is 10 feet from the edge of
pavement. For Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two the northwestem boundary for the parkway corresponds toa
line of convenience drawn acrassthe parkway dong the westem edge of Eagt Squantum Street. This ssgment of

the roadway directly connects with Quincy Shore Drive, Segmet One a its northwestem terminus. The southem

boundary for this road, which connects with Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Three, corresponds to a line of

convenience drawn across the parkway from the northwestem comer of the parkway's intersection with Furnace
Brook Parkway. The westem boundary for this segment corresponds to the back of sdewalk, except wherethere is
no sidewalk and the boundary is corresponds to dandard line of convenience that is 10 feet from the edge of
pavement. This sandard boundary differs & the Greenberg Memorial Bridge where the boundary follows the
footprint of the bridge (including the Black's Creek Tide Gates, the Black's Creek Wing Walls, and the
adjacent Black's Creek Dam). Onthe esst (ocean sde) of parkway, the boundary isthe back of sdewak. The
boundary does not include beach aress, retaining walls, benches, beach shehersor parking becauseit isrelated to
the Quincy Shore Reservation rather than the parkway. Furthermore, the boundary doesnot include inland MDC-
owned parkland a Black's Cresk (including the Wollaston Beach Reservation and Merrymount Park) that isnot
directly related to the parkway. For Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Three, the northem boundary corresponds to
aline of convenience drawn across the parkway from the northwestem comer of the intersection of Fumece Brook
Parkway and Quincy Shore Drive where it connects with Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two. The southern
boundary for this segment, which marks the southern terminus of the parkway, correponds to a line of

convenience drawn across the northem edge of Sea Street. The eedlen and wedtern boundaries in this ssgment
congstently correspond to the back of the Sdewak.

(end)
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Quincy Shore Drive
Quincy, M assachusetts

Photographer: Emily Maass
Date: July 2002

Location of negatives PAL, Pawtucket, Rhode Idand
Quincy Shore Drive, Ssgment One

1 L ooking southeast along parkway from Bay Sate Road.
Quincy Shore Drive, Ssgment Two

1 View looking northeest toward the Boston skyline and Squantum Idand.

2. Looking northeest from Apthorp Strest.  View of parkway, parking as well a medium distance views
toward Squantum and Long Idands and the Boston skyline inthe far digance.

3. View, facing southeedt, of Squantum and Wollaston Y acht Clubs from parkway.
4, View facing north dong parkway near Fenno Street. Shows Squantum Idand inthe far distance.

5. View of Greenberg Memoria Bridge and Black's Cregk Tide Gates tide fi-om oceandde of parkway.
Houses dong Fumace Brook Parkway can be ssen inthe near dislance.

6. View of the Boston Harbor Idands from parkway near Fenno Street.
7. View looking north dong parkway from median neer Merrymount Park.

8. View of Merymount Beach Neghborhood & ssen facing southesst from the southen end of the
Greenberg Memorial Bridge a the southem end of this ssgment.

Quincy Shore Drive, Ssgment Two (continued)
9. View facing southwest across the Greenberg Memorial Bridge.

10.  View looking north dong the western edge of the Greenberg Memorial Bridge
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1 View facing south aong centerline of parkway neaer Weban Street.

2. View facing north from Waben Stret along parkway .
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STATION AND SEGMENT PLAN:
QUINCV SHORE DRIVE

Quincy Shore Drive, Segmeatt One

Sagment One Median
Bay State Road Jug Handle and Idand

Sagment One Tree Allee

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two
Sagment Two Median

Greenberg Memoria Bridge

Blacks Creek Tide Getes

. Blacks Cresk Dam

10. Blacks Creek Wing Walls

11. Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Three
12. Segment Three Tree Border
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Name: BOSTON SOUTH Locatton; 042"16'2S.8" N 0fl'01'14.2" W

Date: 7/17/2002 Cslption: Quincy Shore Drive
Scale: 1 Inch equals 2000 feet Quincy, Massachusetts
MOC Parkways

Copyright (C) 1997, Maptech, Inc.



# NRHP Listed MHC # Name

#1

#2

#3

#4

#5

#6

#7

#8

#9

#10

#11

#12

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment One

Segment One Median

Bay State Road Jug Handle and
Island

Segment One Tree Allee

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two

Segment Two Median

Greenberg Memorial Bridge

Blacks Creek Tide Gates

Blacks Creek Dam

Blacks Creek Wing Walls

Quincy Shore Drive
Quincy, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet
Town Location

From the southwestern edge of the
Quincy Neponset River Bridge to the parkway's

intersection with East Squantum Street
Quincy Quincy Shore Drive, Segment One

Quincy Quincy Shore Drive, Segment One

Quincy Quincy Shore Drive, Segment One

From East Squantum Road to Furnace

Quincy Brook Parkway A
Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two:

Quincy between Fenno Street and the northern
terminus of the Greenberg Memorial
Bridge

Quincy Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two:

spans Black's Creek

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two:
Quincy Substructure of the Greenberg Memorial
Bridge

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two:
Quincy immediately northwest of the Greenberg

Memorial Bridge

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Two:
Quincy Located at all four corners of the

Greenberg Memorial Bridge

From the intersection with Furnace Brook

Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Three Quincy Parkway to the intersection with Sea

Segment Three Tree Border

Street
Quincy Quincy Shore Drive, Segment Three

Date
built 1903-
1907,
reconstruct-
ed and
widened
1917-1926
early 20th
century
early 20th
century
early 20th
century

1903-1907,
reconstruct-
ed and
widened
1917-1926

early 20th
century

1915-1916

built 1911,
reconstruct-
ed 1920
and 1988

1920

1963

1929-1931

early 20th
century

Status

C

C

@

NC

C

C

Type

Structure

Structure
Structure

Site

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Site
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The Commonwealth of Massachusets
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission
May 2, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regigter of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Stret, NW, S" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endlosaed pleasefind the following nomination:

Quincy Shore Drive, Quincy (Norfolk), MA 0 $000/~'~AN
Metropolitan Park Sysem of Greeter Bogton (Parkways) MPS

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
SaeHistoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included inthis Certified Local
Government community district were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 to
90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.gate maus/sec/mhc
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