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The Doyle Settlement is the site of one of the earliest, non-mining communities
established in Colorado. It consists of some old farm and grazing lands, founda-
tions and ruins of various buildings, an abandoned adobe schoolhouse, and a small
cemetery holding one of the best collections of carved Spanish headstones in
Colorado. The boundaries of the site have been drawn to incorporate the known
structures built in the mid-to-late nineteenth century, not to incorporate the
entire 1,200 acre-purchase that Joseph Doyle made for his settlement. The Huerfano
River running to the southeast forms the only natural boundary.

The structures whose ruins lie on the site date from the late 1850s and early 1860s.
The most important and prominent was Joseph Doyle's home, "Casa Blanca," which was
built about 1862 as a fine large white frame house with green blinds, much re-
sembling those in the East, where Doyle had originally come from. To the east of
it was an large adobe store. To the southeast of the '"Casa Blanca" were two rows
of adobe and jacal houses facing each other along a north/south axis; the eastern
group held living and cooking areas; the western group had the storehouses and
granaries, as well as the very earliest schoolhouse. Somewhat farther to the west
of these structures were the gristmill with a small row of Muses for the hands
that worked there. Somewhat north and east of these was the blacksmith shop. All
that remains of these structures today are foundations and related ruins.

The only structure still standing from the Doyle Settlement is the schoolhouse
built some years after the founding of the community. It is a single detached
square structure built of adobe and covered with vertical wood siding. It is
about twenty-four feet in each dimension and has a low-pitched roof covered by
wooden shingles. The doors and windows are missing, and the structure is in a
very poor state of repair. There may once have been an addition, but this is now
gone.

On the high ground north of the schoolhouse and northwest of '"Casa Blanca" is the
cemetery. No one knows how many people are interred here, but the headstones
represent some of the finest carved headstones in Colorado. The Doyle Settlement
was comprised of men drawn primarily from the United States and women of Spanish/
Mexican origin, and these headstones reflect the mixture of these two cultural
traditions. The cemetery itself is on the highest ground which also makes it a
prominent landmark in this section of the Huerfano River Valley.

Ed. JEF 2/80.
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2043 East Orman Avenue
Pueblo, Colorado
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Doyle Settlement is significant for its association with Joseph Doyle, an early
Colorado pioneer, and for the role it played in the early development of southern
Colorado, particularly the Huerfano River area east of modern-day Pueblo. As this
settlement preceded the Pike's Peak Gold Rush of 1859, there is the potential that
archaeological investigation may reveal important information about this little
known time of settlement.

Joseph Bainbridge Lafayette Doyle, known to many as 'Honest Joe Doyle,'
He was born in

builder, first inhabitant, and namesake of the Doyle Settlement.
Shanandoah County, West Virginia, on July 18, 1817, and from his birthplace, traveled
west and southwest, becoming one of the region's most important pioneers. He was
alternately a trapper, Indian trader, pioneer agriculturist, businessman, and law-

maker in the territorial legislature.
or acquainted with most of the important southwestern pioneers.

' was the

In his long career he was either associated
His early career

in Colorado is obscure, but he was apparently a trapper for a short-time, and he is
also known to have been an employee of Bent, St. Vrain 4nd Company at Bent's 01d
lower Arkansas. Through his early contacts made at the fort, Doyle
associations and went on to become a partner in several trading posts
in Colorado: El Pueblo, Hardscrabble, and also Fort Borclay in New

Fort on the
formed many
established
Mexico, and

In November

and on this
settlement.

corrals for

Tarryall, Colorado City (now Colorado Springs), and Pueblo.

others.

1859 Doyle purchased 1,200 acres from the Vigil and St. Vrain Land Grant
site, sixteen miles above the mouth of the Huerfano River, he built his
Though not all came at once, he eventually put up a family residence
(known later as "Casa Blanca" or the "White House"), housing for his many farm
workers, one of the first flour mills in Colorado, one of the first schoolhouses,
irrigation ditches which by 1861 brought 600 acres of land into cultivation, and
sheep and cattle which grazed on the uplands. While Doyle was building
the settlement, he began importing goods from the east to sell to the many gold
seekers. With the imported goods and agricultural produce from his own and neigh-
boring farms, he opened up stores in Auraria (later a part of Denver), Canon City,

From this base, he

entered politics and was elected one of the first county commissioners for the

newly formed Huerfano County.

In 1864, he was elected to the State Council, the

upper house of the territorial legislature, representing Pueblo, Huerfano, El Paso,
Counties. While serving in this post in Denver, Doyle died suddenly on
March 4, 1864. He was 47 years old.

and Fremont
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The Doyle Settlement is a good example of settlements of the period. It was a self-
contained unit including the main residence, dining facility, store, housing for
laborers, flour mill, blacksmith shop, and graineries. Because of the time period
in which the settlement was built, many of these structures or activities rank
among the first in the area.

The main residence was '""Casa Blanca." The "White House" with its green shutters
was not characteristic of the architectural style of the west, but rather with the
architectural style of Doyle's youth in the east. It is said that the lumber for
the house was shipped in from Kansas City. The "White House" became a landmark in
the area, and the segment of the Denver to Santa Fe Road, which borders it and runs
between the Huerfano River Crossing and Denver, was commonly known as the "White
House Road." Both the flour mill and the schoolhouse were among the first in
Colorado. Records indicate that school was held on the site of the Doyle Settle-
ment from its earliest days until 1950. Although the flour mill no longer exists,
the Doyle Schoolhouse still stands. When Joseph Doyle was appointed the first
postmaster for Huerfano County, ''Casa Blanca'" became the first post office.

The passage of time of course has effaced much of the settlement. New road con-
struction bypassed it, larger agricultural developments grew elsewhere, fires
took their toll, and eventually most of the small number of residents moved away.
Today, Joseph Doyle's entire settlement lies in ruins. Bushes and trees have
overgrown the flour mill and small shops, the school is little more than an
abandoned adobe shell, but the gravestones, despite some vandalism, still lie

on the high promontory overlooking the site where these very early settlers
lived, worked, and died.
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