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The Menorial square District i slocated i nthenorthwestern section of Springfield
at the western section of Main and PlainfieldStreets. Sixof theseven district
buildings areloosely grouped around this intersection, with Menmorial Church acting
as the focal point. Four of thebuildings arepublic andcomrercial structures
dating fromthe1890's andt hefirst decade of t he20th century. Also included

in thedistrict aretwo Qeen Anne houses built during the 1880's, a small park,
and t heMenorial Square island at theintersection of Main andPlainfield Streets.
The area i ssurrounded by residential andcomercial buildings, andanurban re-
newal region t ot he southwest.

MEMOR AL CHRMH (#1) i san inposing CGothic Revival structure designed by Richard
Upj ohn andhis son, R M Upjohn and was conpleted i n1866. The church was ccn-
structed of local materials, primarily grey Monson granite with Longmeadow brown-
stone trim Fenestration i svaried. Thelarger windows are CGothic arched; t he
smal ler aretrefoil arched. There are 10feet diameter rose windows i nt hegable
ends of t hetransept andi nthenorthern end gable. Two entrances onboththe
east and west elevations arehighlighted by archivolts with alternating |ight

and dark stone voussoirs. Theslate roof is polychromatic. The church has a
cruciform plan with an hexagonal apse t ot hesouth. Between this hexagonal apse
and t heeastern wing of thetransept rises agranite tower with ornate brownstone
triminthe belfry. Thetower i scapped by amultifoil brownstone balustrade.
There aretwo subsidiary roons flanking thenave at t henorthern endof t hechurch,
each onestory high with a Mansard roof.

At each angle of t he hexagon apse i sabuttress extending upfromthe foundation
and termnating in brownstone capped pinnacles. These pinnacles rise tothesane
height as thefive Gothic style dormers which crown thehip roof of t hehexagon.

MEVOR AL SQUARE LI BRARY (#2) was designed by Edward Tilton of New York, andtwo

local architects, E C andG L. Gardner. |twasbuilt i n1914 i nan adaption
of theltalian Renaissance style. Thebuilding i sof buff brick ornamented with
[imestone. |t i scapped byaredtile hip roof with widely projecting eaves and

exposed raflers.

The center entrance onthesymmetrical east facade i sflanked by three bays. I t

is distinguished by a dentiled entablature headed by modillions beneath t hepro-
jecting cornice which i ssupported by stone scroll brackets. A limestone string-
course separated thepartially exposed basenent fromthefloor above. Fenestration
is recessed. panels containing doiible windows over a smaller 1/1 wi ndow. These win-
dow panels aredefined bybrick pilasterswith |imestone capitals. Theentablat\u:e
of thebuilding i sdecorated by a corbelled table. Thebuilding is four bays deep.
It has recently been purchased privately, andwill house a funeral hore.
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Key t o Sketch Map, andProperty Omners:

Bui I ding:

1- Menorial Church
2310 Main Street
Springfield, Mass. 01103
2- Menorial Square Library
Main Street

Springfield, Mass. 01103

3s4- Park and Menorial Square
Main Street
Springfield, Mass.

5- Springfield Street Railwaye
Building (Trolley Barn)

2257-73 Main Street

Springfield, Mass. 01103

6- Menorial Square Building
2291-95 Main Street
Springfield, Mass. 01103

7- Menorial Church Parish Hall
2309 Main Street
Springfield, Mass. 01103

8- Smth House
2335 Main Street
Springfield, Mass. 01103

9- Sweat | and House
2345 Main Street
Springfield, Mass. 01103

Onner :

St. George Orthodox Greek CAtfrch
2309 Main Street

Springfield

City of Springfiel
City Hall
Springfield

City of Springfield®
City Hall /
Springfield

Peter Picknelly

c/o Peter Pan Bus iJ&ies
1776 Main Street /
Springfield

Abel and Virginia Gones
171 Grattan Street
Chi copee Falls, Mass. 01013
St. George Orthodox Gre
2309 Main Street
Springfield

[ hurch

Drug Abuse Foundation of Pioneer
Valley, Inc.

2345 Main Street

Springfield

Sane as #8
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#3 i sa small triangular park i nfront of thelibrary in which stands a Spanish-
American VWar Menorial statue. |t i sof bronze, and portrays one of Springfield's
"Boys of '98", replete with bedroll, cartridge belt and pouch, food packs, can-
teen, and Springfield rifle. The designer was Mel zar H Msnman of Chi copee.

THE SPRINGFI ELD STREET RAI LWAY BU LDI NG (#5) was designed byt helocal architectural
firm of Gardner, Pyne, and CGcordner, and wasbuilt i n1897. Atwo story office
building of buff brick with a granite foundation and brownstone and terra cotta
trimfronts and adjoins a large brick car barn. Thetwenty bay wi de facade faces
west toward Main Street. Thenorthern end i sa six bay wi de section whichi s

a hstory shorter than thenmin section. |t ccntains athree bay wide car en-
trance. Twow ndows and a door ar e headed by a continuous brownstone lintel on
the first story. Triple arched windows ont hesecond story areheaded by a
continuous segmentally arched cornice. Anoff center arched entrance-way dom -
nates thefacade. |ts double doors arerecessed behind a massive brownstone and
terra cotta ajrch. Thecrown of thearch i sdecorated with stylized trolley wheels
radiating electrichbolts. Theentrance i sflanked by double wi ndows headed by
brownstone liriteis. These i nturn areflanked by triple arched wi ndows with
fanlights headed by delicately detailed projecting arched cornices and tied to-
gether by ornanented terra cotta imposts. All of thefirst story w ndows have
brownstone sills. Abrownstone stringcourse defines thefirst and second story.
The second story, directly above t heentrance section, i sconposed of five bays
with linked terra cotta archivolts. Toeither side of these i sa group of seg-
mental |y arched wi ndows headed by vertical brick voussoirs and aterra cotta
cornice. These six windows areeach crowned by a floral terra cotta tile.

These tiles and a central terra cotta frieze areseparated fromt he second story
by a brownstone stringcourse. Thecentral frieze i ssurnolinted by a brownstone
parapet. All of thesecond story windows aretied together by a continuous
brownstone sill.

The south elevation of theofficebuilding i sidentical tothetwo sections
flanking t hefacade entrance, with t heexception of thefirst and second floor

wi ndows i nthecenter of this three bay section which arereplaced byterra cotta
frames over thebrick sheathing.

THE MBEMOR AL SQARE BULDING (#6) i sa six story structure built i n1911.  The first
story i sfaced with limestone, and houses stores. Thefive stories of apartments
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above are brick. Thefacade faces west toward Mi  Street. It is accented by

oriel windows which run fromthe second through the fifth stories in height.
Li mestone trimwvork ornanments the fifth andsixth stories. Gazed yellow brick
decorates the top floor.

THE MBMIR AL (H.ROH PAR SH HO.BE (#7) was designed in the Classical Revival style
by Springfieldarchitect, F. R R chrmond, andbuilt in 1894, Thetwo story brick
building hasahip roof. Thefacade faces west toward Main Street. |Its three
bays are defined by fovoc brick Doric pilasters. Six stone steps lead to the arched
recessed center entrance. Do\ible wooden doors are headed by a fanlight. The arch
itself is supported by sinmple engaged brownstone colums. Theentrance is headed
by atripart window onthe second story. [Itis framed by a brownstone sill and
lintel, andis divided by short engaged brownstone colums. Toeither sideof

the center section is atriangularly pedimented gable section. These pediments
are each ornamented by a dentiled cornice anda corbelled trianglein the center
of the typanum Both of these bays contain two windows in the exposed basenent
story, atripart windowwith transons onthe first story, anda Palladian w ndow
surmounted by cut brownstone andornamental brick archivolts with keystone on the
second story. Al | four of these wi ndows have rough brownstone sills and lintels,
and are separated into their three parts bybrownstone colums. A continuous
brownstone frieze runs across the facade and bears the inscription "Menorial
Church - 1894 - Parish House". This is headed by a dentiled cornice.

The north elevation hasatriangularly pedimented section resenbling the tw on

the facade, except that i tis larger, andis divided into three parts bybrick
engaged colums. Thesecond story windows in this section are arched with brown-
stone architraves andornamental brick archivolts. These three windows contain
stained glass. Thecenter Palladian window glass is fromTiffany Studios. The
entire section projects slightly fromthe remaninder of the elevation, andhas three
bays of double wi ndows and a scaled down version of the facade entrance.

The south elevation is simlar to the north; it hasnoentrance, nor stained glass.
A roof balustrade encircles the building between each pedi nent.

THE R HALE SMTH HO.BE (#8), built in 1883, is believed to have been designed
by local architects F. R R chnond andB. H Seabury. Thetwo anda half story
Queen Anne style house is of red andblack brick, with terracotta, andcut glass
in stucco ornamentation, and brownstone trim  Theslate roof is irregular with
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intersecting gables and gablets. Continuous stringcourses and bands run around
the building tying all the window sills and cornices together. Rough brown-
stone separates t heexposed basenent fromthefirst story. All of thefirst '
story wi ndows have stained glass trans cns.

The facade faces east toward Main Street. |t has twoprojecting bays. The
southern 2h story bay i stq*ped by a gable supported by delicate brackets. The
bhay i sdecorated by a large three part terra cotta design between the first

and second story w ndows; a matrix of geometrically designed terra cotta tiles
between t hesecond story w ndows and those i nt hegable; a sem circular nosiac
of cut glass above t hegable window, and atriangular terra cotta design i n the

gabl e peak.

The northern two story bay i snarrower. |t i scapped by a small hipped gable
containing anmosaic of cut glass. The bay i sfronted by aridge roof, open,
one story porch with balustrade. I ntheporch gable i sanosaic of small cut

stones i ntheradiating fan pattern. The floor is made up of ornanmental cut
tile.

The south elevation has a central projecting rectangular bay topped by a cross
gable. The bay is ornamented by a checker board pattern of redand black brick
butt-ends between t hetwo wi ndows ont hesecond floor, and a nosaic of cut glass
interspersed with diagonal |athing above t hedouble window i nt hegable. The
east end of t heelevation has a one story shed roof porch with turned balustrade.
Above this i sasingle window ont hesecond story. |Immediately west of the
projection aretwo small wooden franme bal conies with balustrades, one on t he
first floor, one ont he second.

Atall chimey projects tothe west of thebalconies. Thefirst story portion
of thechimey features a large floral terra cotta panel, defined by a black
brick band bel ow and above.

The north elevation i ssimlar tothesouth, but has noporches or chimey. | n
place of thechimey arethree narrow stained glass windows in an ascending
senes between t hefirst and second stories.

Aterra cotta cornice runs beneath t heeaves ont henorth and south elevations.
Beneath this i safrieze of redbricks onend, diagonally placed and outlined
by black brick, which extends around thecorners tothefacade.
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A twostory brick el | projects fromthe east (rear) elevation. |t i sornanented

with black brick banding, brownstone sills and lintels, floral terra cotta, and
decorative shingle patterns i nthegable.

Finials and iron cresting have been renoved from t heroof of thehouse.

THE E S SYWHATLANDHAEE (#9) wasbhuilt i n1886 i nthe Queen Anne style. It is
also believed t ohave been designed by F. R Richnond and B. H Seabury. The 24
story brick structure i sof thesane overall formas theSmth House (#8) except
for modification of tlie facade and a nore sparing use of ornamentation. The
entire house has been painted white, with al |l brownstone trimpainted black.
Rough cut brownstone i sused for all windowsills and lintels and for a string-
course defining thebasenent and first floor. Thelintels onthefirst and
second story windows areccnnected byterra cotta tiles, asarethesills on

the first story. Thefirst story lintels areconnected by decorative cut black

brick butts.

The facade faces west toward Main Street. |t contains twoprojecting bays which
are joined bythelarge third story gable, cornice brickwork i sused t ocreate
the effect of a broken pediment i nthegable with terra cotta tiles astrimin-
side. Aonestory ridge roof porch with balustrade projects fromthe northern

end. |t i sof thesane design asthat on theSmth House but t henosaic pattern

in thegable i svaried.

The south elevation has t he sane chi mey, gabled bay, and porch arrangenent as
the Smith House. The gable contains only one window, and has t he same brick-
wor k design under t heeaves asthat onthe facade.

The north elevation i slike thesouth, without theporch and chi nmey.

Atwostory brick el |l identical t othe one next door ontheSmth House projects
fromtherear elevation.

The buildings which conpose t he Menorial Square District have changed very little
over theyears, but thesurrounding area has been altered significantly. Round
Hill, tothenorthwest of Menorial Church has been levelled. Abottling plant
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was built directly behind Menorial Church i nthelate 1940's.

Interstate 91 andit sranps ciurves through thearea. W dening of roadway and
Dutch El mdisease destroyed many of t hetrees that shaded t he Square and nade
up theMuin Street terrace. Theurban Renewal andlInterstate 291, south of the
Square caused severe drop i n population.
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The Menorial Square District i ssignificant both asthefocal point for the two
northwestern nei ghborhoods - Brightwood andNorth End - of Springfield and for
its architecture. It containswork of twonationally promnent architectsand
several of Springfield' s top architects of t heturn of t hecentury. Notable
structures include theTrolley Barn, the branch public library, andt heMenori al
Church.

Until the latter part of the nineteenth century. Menorial Square was primarily
defined by anorth-south drumin known as Round Hill. Roads |eading north from
Springfield split just south of the hill, with theeastern branch (North Min
Street) continuingthe path of Main Street t ochicopee, andthe western branch
(Plainfield Street) swinging westerly through the broadened flood plain of the
Connecticut River tothe river's banks and then northerly t oChicopee. After
the Civil War, Rourkd Hill began t obe developed into three | arge estates for
promnent city famlies. Thearea just south of t hesquare was also built up
during this period, but with less affluence. Aphysical link was established
with downtown through a green space, numbering t helength of the mddle of Main
street. This terrace, approximtely twenty-five feet wide, andhaving a central
row of trees, began at Menorial square. | n1877the North EndBridge was con-
structed where Plainfield street first approaches theriver bank, thus linking
the developing northern district of Springfield with Wst Springfield.

The religious society which later becane affiliated with the Memorial Church(#1)
was organi zed i n1865through the efforts of christian laymen, principally,
George Atwater andDr. | . G Holland. M. Atwater, who has a seven hundred acre
estate at the northern edge of town, was the head of t heSpringfield Street
Rai | way, and owner of thedasgow Mills inLudlow. He later wote that during
the '60's, asthis section of town was devel oping, henoticed that no provision
was being nade for a church and, concerned for thespiritual welfare of these
citizens, began organizing for one. He donated $18,000 and a | arge anoiant of
his time t o these efforts. Hi sneighbor andgood friend. Dr. Holland, was a

| eading menber of thetown's |iterati. He was associate editor of the Spring-
field Republican, a nationally respected newspaper atthis time, anda well-
published poet, novelist andhistorian. A Sunday School formed i n1865 had
Dr. Holland as it ssuperintendant. Thereligioxis society was formed as a union
Evangelical Church andwhen the church was built it was dedicated t othe nenory
of the deceased ministers of NewEngland. These ministers, aswell as George
Atwater, are menorialized inthe Tiffany stained glass wi ndows.
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This chxirchwas thefirst of five started i nthecity during thebuilding boom
following theCivil War. Springfield, because of t hepresence of theU S

Arnmory, had prospered during thewar, andthis prosperitywas now nade visible.

M. Atwater acquired theservices of Richard Upjohn, therenowned Gothic revival
architect of the mddle nineteenth century, for Menorial Chiirch. Upjohn was
devoting nost of his time t othe functionings of theAnmerican Institute of
Architects, which he had hel ped found i n1857. Mdre and nore of t he conm ssions
he received i nthese years were being given only cursory attention. This was

due inpart totheactivepart played by R M Upjohn, theelder Upjohn'sson,

who becane associated with his father i n1858 and dom nated thefirmin the

years following theCivil War. Obvious Victorian additions, representing theson's
influence, arethestriped slate of theroof and t hebanded arches of t he entrance-
ways. Nonethel ess, Richard Upjohn considered this an important conm ssion and

is known t o have worked on the design himself. I nfact, this i sconsideredhis
last conpleted ecclesiastical building. The firm used local carpenters, but

the masons, Ponsonby and Magi nn, were from New York. These masons were t owork

on H H Richardson's first conm ssion, theChurch of theUnity, i nSpringfield
during t he sane period.

The Menorial Square Library's (#2) principal architect, Edward Tilton, i salso
connected with other public buildingsi nthecity. 1 n1908 he won the design
conpetition for the present City Library, and during theearly 1930's designed
the Misevm of Fine Arts and t heextensive addition t ot he Miseum of Natural

Hi story which conpleted thecity's cultural area known as t heQuadrangle. Al |
of these buildings arei nt heQuadrangle-Mattoon Street National Register
District.

Tilton trained with thefirmof MKim Mad and White and attended t he Ecol e des
Bea\ax Arts i nParis. He was particularly involved i nlibrary design throughout
his career which spanned four decades beginning i n1890, and his work extends
through nost of eastern United States. Hisi slisted as one of t hefotinders of
the National Beaux Arts Society of Architects.

The Street Railway Conpany's (#5) designer, Eugene C Gardner, t he senior partner
of Gardner, Pyne and Gardner was Springfield shest known and nost influential
architect during thelate nineteenth and early twentiethcenturies. He has been
referred t oas "one of thelast of theinportant pattern book authors" and again
“that antistylistic, utilitarian pattern of thought which had been a product of
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m d-century romantic rationalism and which reached its mddle 70's peak i nE C

Gardner". Nb other single architect contributed as much inbringing Springfield
into thetwentieth century. Hi s career spanned half a century, fromthe 1860 s

until t hesecond decade of thetwentieth century, all but thefirst four or five
years i nthis city.

Gardner's early training had been as a mason andschool teacher, both of which
are well illustrated i nhis later career. He i sfirst listed as an architect
in Florence, Massachusetts (avillage of thecity of Northampton) i n 1865.

The Menorial church Parish House (#7) architect, Francis R Richnond, began hi s
building career as a carpenter i ntheAnherst area. I ntheearly 1870's he
cane t o Springfield and worked under E C Gardner \mtil 1882. | nthat vyear

he formed apartnershipwith B. Hammrett Seabury, a recent graduate of Boston
Tech. During their partnershiptheir designs incorporatednany elenments from
Queen Anne and Romanesque styling. This partnershiplasted xantil 1890.

Mel zar H Mbsnan worked for t he Anes Sword Manufacturing Gonpany i n Chicopee for
seventeen years. This experience aided himi nstarting his owncareer asa

scul ptor andfovindry man. He considered the Spanish-Anerican VWar Menorial (#3)
his finest work. He also designed the GNR Menorial in Court Square.

R Hale Smth (#8) was a local industrialist andinventor. At his deathhi s
"business...practically thelargest of its kind i nthe world, andt he products
are shipped t oall parts of the globe". Hewastheinventor of the "nmotometer”,
a device which determned thespeed of autos andt hedistance traveled. He was
active i nlocal politics as anenber of City Council andof t heBoard of Public
Works. After M. Smith died i n1908 t he house was occupied by Dr. Seth A Lew s
for fifty years. Hepracticed medicine in Springfield for sixty-three yearsand
was t hephysician for the Street Railway Conmpany for over thirty years. Edgar
sweatland (#9) was i nt hewhip manufacturing business in Westfield.

The turn of thecentury was Springfield s major period of growth anddevel opnent.
The Street Railway Conpany (#5) was very instrvunental i nthis growth. The Street
Railway's Main and Carew Street Building i sadirect result of this growth, as

the late 1890's were the peak period for this conpany. The Street Railway GConpany
sold thestructure i n1958 t oa locally based interstate bus conpany which used

it as agarage until theearly 1970's. | ti s nowbeing |eased for automotive
repair.
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Dviring the sane time period a pressing need fora library was felt. The North
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al the beginning of the twentiethcentury. Theresulting Menorial Square Library
(#2) was second only t othe central library i nsize and scope. |t servedthe

nei ghborhood as a public facility for over fifty years.

Menmorial Church (#1) and Parish House (#7) were sold t o the Greek Orthodox
Church i nthe late 1930's. Both structures have been owned by this religious
group since then. The tworesidences (#8& #9) were bought by the North End
Drug Abuse Programi nthe early 1970's and are presently being used by them
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73 STATE STREET, SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01101 TEL. 739-6921
Aprii 7, 1«7t

Springfield Historical Cotnmisdon
City liBll

30 Court Strtet

Springfield, MR 01103

Dear Cosnissloners:

As ¢ aigjor OMoa of land st Winchester Square in Springfield,
tlie Springfield Redevelopment Authority is greetly concerned
about the blighting influence caused 1 the condition of the
old Indian Hotocycle Builuing.

Our exj~rlence in mrketlAg land for redevelopment tells ua
that the correction of env Lronmentfil deficiencies, nnd removal
of blighting influence.s ere iij~ortant to the succcGgB of any
redevelopment effort. We om about 105,000 aqg.ft. of land on
Wilbrahem Road, directly across the street from the Indian
Hotocycle Building. Permitted uses of the land inoJoule
houHing, cotnmerciel or light industrial facilitiets. We also
owmn about 127.01)0 sqg.ft. of land on the north side of State
Strreet, directly on Winchester Square, across the urreet
from tJie Indian htotocycle Building. Commercial uses would
be permitted on this oite.

We are sure you are well ewarc that the demlae of V/inchester
Square as a major ooimercial center has been of great concem
to public officials, private organisiatlons, end neighborhood
busneaamen and rcRidents. In fact, for several years a
nuodier of public-sponsored prograras, including che flodel
Cities Program end the urban renewal land assairialy ectivitiea
carried out by the SRA, were designed to provide a starting
point for the revltalizatioa of the Winchester Sciuare com>
ttercial c«itcr. ‘'fha SRA*8 activitieE involved the removal

of the Buckingham Junior High School Building which Ms
vacant end had become a blighting influence on the area, and
«ill involve the raaioval of the so called Mud block on the
Square, which likewise had become a blighting Influence as
result of its physical condition and tenants. Together,
these activities have required an inveatamit to data of about
$1 million in public funds.



» 2 <

Springfield Historical CosBilsalon April 7, 1978

The SRA is eager to protect this major public investment and
have it begin to retiam dividends to the City as soon as
possible in the form of new development, jobs, real estate

tax revenue and services to the people of Springfield, partic-
ularly those residing and doing business in the WiiKhester
Sqiuire area. Oar judgment is that plans for the badly needed
rcdevttlopiaent of Winchester Square are being hindered by the
continued existence of the Indian Motocycle Building. Weare
sware of a numbe of potential developers who have examined,
without .success, the feasibility of rehabilitating the building
nd returning it to productive use. There seeiss to be little
hope that restoration of the building will ever be economically
feasible. And, while ws syinpethi®;e with those persons who want
to preserve the historictind -irchitecturBl character of the
building we feel that the economical realities of life demand
that the building be demolished as f‘on as possible.

Therefore, recognizing tijat officially designating the building
as an hxitoric atracfeuie would tend to stand in the way of its
speedy removal, the RA objects strongly to the proposal that
the building be placed on the National Register of Historical
Places. 7his objection was formally recorded by a vote of the
XA Governing Board taken st a regular meeting helu on March
2S, 197S.

Very truly yours,
SPRINGFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

PAUL G. CARCH
Chairmen

CO: McnsBcehutsetts Hijstorical Cofnmis&ion
Nat'l Register of Historic Places

ARA/bw

8er | X a 3 3
(QSHOATTA) VMifZ:,, J-dgiVv CHI

VKSt X\\,:,\ % s, -iri

iastrOATTA} jiu.i 3T

H ,IAr MOTOA HAQ

ZJAIrMmI



taa :tninala»Ma olidnqg lotasi alrii "osloaq o lasaa ai AX8 arfl
aa oaoa aa YfilO tii ot abnablvlb misin ot algad ft avad
alBlea Xaav «adDt ,}aaai«oi9vab m anal aril nl aidlaaoq
-oiJiaq ,hl«lIBali«8 \o alqoaq aril oi aaolvroa fxia aunavai xal
NataarionlW 9di nl esanlaud golob fina lalblevi aaoril vliaiu
babMA >fIM aiit analq taril al trnm~ut luO .ana naupe
Mf* yd femMrf Jid«d aia naupl rufmhmliI” lo iBaanjiifantnj
na »W .8«tbllatf aloyooloM naifanl aril aonslalxa bauntinoo
«banl«iax9 avari erfw a:iaxolav9b I[Atioatof la iaxhHMi a Ito s"aws
IBIWIud arfl snllaimdarfan lo yllllifiaaal acf? .aaa- ; “uodllw
91ftll ad ol aanaa a™arfr .aau avlloubt®rg ol 11 jni/ fmn
4 w a Iliw wfilhllud ttD lo oolla®olB«-r larfl aqod

r»q aaoril rfllw aslrflagwv - olldw .bnA .sldlaaal

«ffl Tio tBtonndo iaiuioallrtoTiE »f f oislri 9th awaaa”™q o»
lo sallliaart laolnoooos *rij isii® iasl aw .gn”'bllud

.didiaaog aa nooa aa baifalioawb ad yiifailud adl tfirfl

— 4 A HBllaaBlaab \11Bx01710 Istfl gnlsinsooa™ .*ic"9H
tl w yaw M| ni fanala oi bnal bluow agftomiB -j.!- " fna ca
isril laeogoiq »rii oi x~inonf alo«tdo ARBaril ,icv ‘baaga
XaolTOialdl to tmfk*itM lanollaM sdl no baoalq ad gnlWliid adl
»dj 1o 9iov s yd bal“ooa* yliaano™ aaw aoiloaL'Jo Irf .eaoail

rf*iaM nc uisri yillaaB lalufiaa a la ca’a b:iaoca siitraevoD AITS

STGJ LK

naiinlada
aoiaalmRioD m Sttt

«d\MA

THE NATIONAL REGISTER Of HISTORIC PLACES

DATE RECD AR 11 198
INJ VDL- 'L #::S">NSE (ATTACHED)

IKKU, ! M I-ii'L SENT

L....lit Cha (ATACMED)

DATE ACTION TAi; N

INITIALS



Aryflar™ - 0" /le AN~ Whdlelirfoli S eel froi/ofi, ty*ad*acAude//i [MMGMNE

falll

RECHVED
Ny 31, 1977 IN 7 197
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M. Charles Herrington, Chief 'REGISTER

Regi stration Branch

National Register of Historic P aces

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

Vishi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed pl ease find nom nation forns for the follow ng properties:

1. Springfield: Menorial Square District
2. Brookline: Pill Hill Historic District
These properties have al | been voted and revi ewed by the State

Revi ew Board and si gned by the State Historic Preservation Officer,
El'i zabet h Reed Anadon.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia L. Vsl owski
Survey Director . o
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encs.
A Wed



August 5, 1977

Dr. William J. Murtagh,
Keeper of the National Register

National Park Service REGISTERED MAIL
Department of t he Interior RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Washington, D.C, 20240

Re  H34-880
Dear Dr. Murtagh; ,®

| amthe owner of the building known as and |located at 2257
Main Street 1 nSpringfield, Massachusetts. This letter i s being
sent i nresponse t oyour formletter dated July 11, 1977 i n which
you informed ne that ny property i sincluded i nadistrict which
has been nom nated by t he Commonwealth of Massachusetts for |ist-
ing i nthe National Register, andthat thenom nationi scurrently
pending i nyour office. This letter i s being sent i nresponseto
your invitation t oconmment upon t heproposal toinclude the district
in which ny property i slocated i nt heNational Register.

M/ comments ar eas follows. First, i nregard tothe building
itself, v/ihich occupies virtually all of theland owed by nme, | am
presently of t heopinion that the building does not have any
distinguishing architectural characteristics which would warrant its
inclusion I nthe National Register of Historic Places. The building
is located at the corner of an intersection i n a neighborhoodi n
the older part of thecity. The general neighborhood i s generally
run down and i sdesperately i nneed of redevel opment andrevitaliz-
ation. The building originally served as theprincipal business
office and garage service and storage facility for thelocal transit
conpany. This conpany, Springfield Street Railway Conpany, ceased
operating out of this building i n1957 or 1958 for t hereasons that
the inner portions of the building had substantially deteriorated
and the building was no longer sufficient i nsize t oaccomodatet he
conmpany's needs for office, garage and storage space. | Nn1958 t he
building was acquired by Peter Pan Bus Lines, Inc. That conpanyi s
a common carrier of passengers by motorbus for hire. | t conducted
all of its business and garaging operations out of this building
from 1958 unti| 1969. I 1969 a new bus terminal was completedi n
Springfield and t heconpany noved its business offices tothe new
termnal building. I Nn1971 a new garage building was compl eted
behind t henew bus terminal andt heconpany then | eased this new
garage facility anddiscontinued all of i t soperations at t heolder
building.

Since 1971 the building has been vacant and unoccupied for
most of t hetime. During this interval, even when the building has
been occupied by a tenant, | have not been able t ocharge even a
mar gi nal rent. The reason for this i sthat thefewtenants | have
been able t ofind have only needed t ouse part of theentire space,
and i nsone cases the building was used for warehousing. Therefore,
| have never been able t ocharge andreceive a rent based upon



going commercial rates for a building of this size.

M building is located at the corner of the busiest intersect-
lon inthis old section of the city. As indicated, both the inmed-
iate, and the general neighborhood are critically in need of redevel-
opment and revitalization. There is no present, or future, Ilikelihood
that the building will ever again be used for the purposes for
which i twas designed because al | of the local motorbus conpanies now
have newer and nore nodern facilities. Fromtime to time in the past
certain persons who have been interested in the building's size and
location have approached nme and indicatedan interest inacquiring
and renovating the building for other uses. However, because a vast
portion of the interior of the building was originally designed for
the service and storage of |arge motorbusses, the cost of necessary
renovations has always been so enornous as to discourage al | of the
prospective redevel opers. This is extremely unfortunate in that there
Is a general consensus anong al | knowl edgeable and interested persons
that the rehabilitation of either, or both, ny land and building
m ght well serve as a catalyst for the future redevel opment and re-
vitalization of the general neighborhood. While | concede that one
cannot state with absolute certainty that ny building cannot be

econom cally rehabilitated for sonme other different use, its partic-
ular characteristics and past experience strongly support the

conclusion that the building will someday have to be demolished and
the land redevel oped for sone other use which will better serve the

needs of the neighborhood.

The only present tenant of the building is using only a smal
portion of the space for the conduct of it sbusiness. The tenant
operates a business which affords the owners only a nmodest living.
Therefore, the tenant can only afford to pay a rent which is
slightly less than marginal which nmeans that i tis presently costing
ne nore to pay the expenses attributable to the ownership and
operation of the building than | am receiving in rental income. The
current tenant's lease is due to expire near the end of this year,
and the tenant has already indicated that i t does not intend to
renew i t slease because i t has found other space nore suitable toits

needs and capacities. | f |l am unable to find a new tenant within a
reasonable period of time, | shall want to give serious consideration
to having the building demolished. | previously stated that during
the six or seven years that | have owned the building, i thas been
totally unoccupied nore than half of the time. Thus, i f | cannot
find a new tenant who will be willing and able to pay me a rent which
will enable me to either break even, or make a modest profit, then

reason would seemto dictate the conclusion that the building cannot
be profitably rented in itspresent condition. Then the only value
woul d be that of the land itself. This means that i f the building
were permtted to remain on the land, any prospective purchaser
interested in the land only, would necessarily want to deduct from the
fair market value of the land, the cost of demolishing the building.
Therefore, by demolishing the building | would necessarily increase
the price which | could obtain for the land, and nore i mportantly,

the sooner the building were razed, the sooner | would mitigate the

|l osses | have been sustaining on account of the building



It is ny understanding of the applicable Jlaw that i f ny building
were included in any new y designated historic district, that if |
thereafter either wanted to subsf.antially alter, or demolish the
building, that | would have to obtain the prior approval of the
historic comm ssion. | f the comm ssion decided not to approve of ny
decision, then | would be faced with the dilemna of either permitting
the building to remain standing, and continuing to sustain economc
loss, or go ahead with ny plans and suffer other economc hardship
by virtue of the adverse impact of the applicable income tax statutes
There is a general consensus anong al | knowl edgeable and interested
persons that the rehabilitationof either, or both, ny land and
building mght well serve as a catalyst for the future redevel opment

and revitalizationof the Memorial Square neighborhood. |t would

be particularly galling, and quite wunjust, i f in order to both mitigate
ny losses, and provide a real and substantial oppurtunity for the
betterment of the neighborhood, | were compelled to suffer the

adverse consequences which would necessarily follow i f any intended
reuse of ny property did not receive the approval of the historic
comm ssi on.

Based upon ny own personal know edge, and what | have heard and
read about the activities and interests of those interested in
creating a historic district in the Memorial Square area, | am
reasonably certain that the structure which there is the most interest
in preserving is the Greek Orthodox Church which is located at the
northerly end of the intersection. That structure is several hundred
feet fromny building. Both in terms of its unique architecture, and
the fact that it is positioned at the end of a finger of land situated
bet ween two streets formng part of the Memorial Square intersection
the building is in all significant respects separate and apart from
all other structures located in that general area. | further wunderstand
that there is sone |esser interest in preserving a now abandoned
building, located on the westerly side of this intersection, which
building was formerly a branch of the Springfield public library system
That building is also located several hundred feet frommny building
It is architecturally distinct from both the Greek church building
and ny building. Because | do not know whether al |l of the persons
who my be involved in the final determi nation will have before them
a mp or plan of the general area, | believe it is very important that
it be understood that the Memorial Square area is much larger than a
normal intersection. Because each of the buildings is situated on a
different parcel of land, and because each is architecturally distinct-
ive from the others, | do not believe that the preservation of ny
building is essential to the aesthetic enjoyment of the architectural
beauty of either, or both, the Greek church and the library building
Other relevant considerations which are nmore applicable to ny
building than any of the other buildings in the Memorial Square area
which my be thought to be of potential historic significance, are
that ny building is located on the southwesterly corner of a large
rectangular city block. Except for the other buildings which also
front on Main Street, none of which inn judgement are distinctive
in any regard, all of the other structures on the entire block have
been demolished. All of this cleared land is presently owned by the
Springfield Redevel opment Authority. The authority's masterplan for
the overall rehabilitationof the neighborhood calls for the



devel opment of multi-famly dwelling units on all of theland owned by
it"on this block. A concrete proposal for thedevelopment of a
project of this nature i spresently being considered by the authority.
An antiquated rectory building which fronts on Main Street and i s
owned by t heGreek church i slocated on t henorthwesterly corner of

this block. 't 1 sny understanding that t hechurch officials are
presently negotiating toacquire other land on t hewesterly side of
the Memorial Square intersection, and that new buildings will be

erected thereon t oreplace t hepresent buildings located on ny block.
The only building of consequence located between t hechurch buildings
and ny building I san old and badly deteriorated apartment building.

Based upon t heforegoing, it canbe seen that thecharacter of
virtually theentire block will be substantially changed withinthe
next fewyears. Finally, | would like t oadd that other parcels of

land i ntheimmediate vicinity of theMemorial Square intersection
either have been, or areslated for acquisition, clearing and-
rehabilitation by t heSpringfield Redevel opment Authority.

Taking all of these factors into consideration, it can be seen
that no one can predict with any reasonable degree of certaintythe
future long term use t owhich ny land and/or, building will be
devoted. It i sny position that a fair andreasonable resolution of
the pending proposal would be t otreat each of thebuildings deened
worthy of preservation i ntheproposed district on their own, individ-
ual merits. Then, after theredevelopment and t herevitalization of
the Memorial Square area has been accomplished, t hequestion of
creating a historic district can be reexam ned. Certainly, i fat
some future time, | were toreceive a bona fide and concrete proposal
for thereuse of ny building which entailed either no, or at |east
only minimal, alteration of theexterior, then i t i sextremely |I|ikely
that on ny own initiative I would request that ny building be Ilisted
in theNational Register, and included i nthearea' s historic district
If any.

In conclusion then, i ti srespectfully submtted that because of
the great changes which will be taking place j.ntheimmediate areai n
the next fewyears, that this i snot theproper time t onake a
determination as t owhat structures i nthearea should be nade part
of any historicdistrict. This does not nean that t hepostponement of

the making of this decision will jeopardize thepreservation of the
structures i nthearea which probably should be preserved. For the
reasons set forth herein i ndetail, it i sny opinion that it i s

neither essential or necessary tothepreservation of thechurch and
library buildings that they be included as part of any historic district
including ny building. Rather, thematter of t hepreservation of any
building located i ntheMemorial Square area should be based solely
upon t heindividual architectural and aesthetic values of each
individual building. Because thearea i ngeneral i si na state of flux,
and nmore particularly because ny building i san economc liability to
me, i twould be neither practical, nor equitable tocreate a Memori al
Square historic district at this time, which would include ny building.
| believe that thematter of creating a historic district should be
post poned until such time as t hearea has been substantially rehabil-
itated during thenext three tofive years. | shall appreciate
receiving notice of thedecision reached on thesubject proposal



which your agency presently has under consideration.

Very truly yours.

Peter Piciknelly
1776 Main Street
Springfield, Massachiksetts 01103
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August 5, 1977

Dr. William J. Murtagh,
Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service REGISTERED MAIL

Department of the Interior RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Washington, D.C, 20240

Re: H34-880
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

| amt heowner of t he building known as and |ocated at 22 57
Main Street 1 nSpringfield, Massachusetts. This letter i s being
sent i nresponse t oyour form letter dated July 11, 1977 i n which
you informed ne that ny property i sincluded i nadistrict which
has been nomnated by t he Commonwealth of Massachusetts for list-
ing i ntheNational Register, and that thenom nation i scurrently
pending i nyour office. This letter i sbheing sent i nresponse to
your invitation t ocomment upon t heproposal t oinclude thedistrict
in which ny property i slocated i ntheNational Register.

M/ comrents ar eas follows. First, i nregard tothe building
itself, which occupies virtually all of theland owed by ne, | am
presently of t heopinion that the building does not have any
distinguishing architectural characteristics which would warrantits
inclusion 1 nthe National Register of Historic Places. The building
is located at t hecorner of an intersection i na neighborhoodi n
the older part of thecity. The general neighborhood i s generally
run down and i sdesperately i nneed of redevel opment and revitaliz-
ation. The building originally served as theprincipal business
office and garage service and storage facility for t helocal transit
conmpany. This conpany, Springfield Street Railway Conpany, ceased
operating out of this building 1 n1957 or 1958 for t hereasons that
the inner portions of the building had substantially deteriorated
and the building was no longer sufficient i nsize t oacconodatet he

conmpany's needs for office, garage and storage space. | Nn1958t he
building was acquired by Peter Pan Bus Lines, Inc. That conpanyi s
a common carrier of passengers by motorbus for hire. | t conducted
all of i ts business and garaging operations out of this building
from 1958 until 1969. | n 1969 a new bus term nal was completedi n
Springfield and t heconpany noved it s business offices tothe new
terminal building. | n1971 a new garage building was completed

behind t henew bus terminal and t heconpany then |eased this new
garage facility anddiscontinued all of it soperations at t heolder
building.

Since 1971 t he building has been vacant and unoccupied for
most of thetime. During this interval, even when the building has
been occupied by a tenant, | have not been able t ocharge even a
margi nal rent. The reason for this i sthat thefewtenants | have
been able t ofind have only needed t ouse part of theentire space,
and i nsone cases the building was used for warehousing. Therefore,
| have never been able t ocharge andreceive a rent based upon



going commercial rates for a building of this size.

M building is |ocated at the corner of the busiest intersect-
fon inthis old section of the city. As indicated, both the inmed-
iate, and the general neighborhood are critically in need of redevel-

opnment and revitalization. There is no present, or future, |likelihood
that the building will ever again be used for the purposes for

which i twas designed because al | of the local motorbus conpanies now
have newer and nore nodern facilities. Fromtime to time in the past

certain persons who have been interested in the building's size and
location have approached ne and indicatedan interest inacquiring
and renovating the building for other uses. However, because a vast
portion of the interior of the building was originally designed for
the service and storage of large motorbusses, the cost of necessary
renovations has always been so enornous as to discourage al | of the
prospective redevel opers. This is extremely unfortunate in that there
Is a general consensus anong al | knowl edgeable and interested persons
that the rehabilitation of either, or both, ny land and building,

m ght well serve as a catalyst for the future redevel opment and re-
vitalization of the general neighborhood. While | concede that one
cannot state with absolute certainty that ny building cannot be

econom cally rehabilitated for some other different use, its partic-
ular characteristics and past experience strongly support the

conclusion that the building will soneday have to bhe demolished and
the land redevel oped for some other use which will better serve the

needs of the neighborhood.

The only present tenant of the building is using only a smal
portion of the space for the conduct of it sbusiness. The tenant
operates a business which affords the owners only a nodest |iving,.
Therefore, the tenant can only afford to pay a rent which is
slightly less than marginal which nmeans that i tis presently costing
ne nore to pay the expenses attributable to the ownership and
operation of the building than | am receivingin rental income. The
current tenant's lease is due to expire near the end of this year,
and the tenant has already indicated that i t does not intend to
renew i t s |lease because i t has found other space nore suitable toits

needs and capacities. | f | am unable to find a new tenant within a
reasonable period of time, | shall want to give serious consideration
to having the building demolished. | previously stated that during
the six or seven years that | have owned the building, i thas been
totally unoccupied nore than half of the time. Thus, i f | cannot
find a new tenant who will be willing and able to pay ne a rent which
will enable me to either break even, or make a nmodest profit, then

reason would seemto dictate the conclusion that the building cannot
be profitably rented initspresent condition. Then the only value
woul d be that of the land itself. This means that i f the building
were permtted to remain on the |and, any prospective purchaser
interested in the land only, would necessarily want to deduct from the
fair market value of the land, the cost of demolishing the building
Therefore, by demolishing the building | would necessarily increase
the price which | could obtain for the land, and nmore i mportantly,

the sooner the building were razed, the sooner | would mtigate the

| osses | have been sustaining on account of the building



I't is ny understanding of the applicable Jlaw that i f ny building
were included in any newy designated historic district, that if |
thereafter either wanted to substantially alter, or demolish the
building, that | would have to obtain the prior approval of the
historic commssion. | f the comm ssion decided not to approve of ny
decision, then | would be faced with the dilema of either permitting
the building to remain standing, and continuing to sustain economc
loss, or go ahead with ny plans and suffer other econom c hardship
by virtue of the adverse impact of the applicable income tax statutes.
There is a general consensus anong al | know edgeable and interested
persons that the rehabilitationof either, or both, ny land and
building m ght well serve as a catalyst for the future redevel opment

and revitalizationof the Memorial Square neighborhood. |t would

be particularly galling, and quite wunjust, i f in order to both mitigate
ny losses, and provide a real and substantial oppurtunity for the
betterment of the neighborhood, | were compelled to suffer the

adverse consequences which would necessarily follow i f any intended
reuse of ny property did not receive the approval of the historic
comm ssi on.

Based upon ny ow personal know edge, and what | have heard and
read about the activities and interests of those interested in
creating a historic district in the Memorial Square area, | am
reasonably certain that the structure which there is the most interest
in preserving is the Geek Orthodox Church which is located at the
northerly end of the intersection. That structure is several hundred
feet fromny building. Both in terms of its unique architecture, and
the fact that it is positioned at the end of a finger of land situated
bet ween two streets forming part of the Memorial Square intersection,
the building is inall significant respects separate and apart from
all other structures located in that general area. | further wunderstand
that there is some [esser interest in preserving a now abandoned
building, located on the westerly side of this intersection, which
building was formerly a branch of the Springfield public library system
That building is also located several hundred feet frommny building.
I't is architecturally distinct fromboth the Greek church building
and ny building. Because |I do not know whether al | of the persons
who my be involved in the final determ nation will have before them
a mp or plan of the general area, | believe i tis very important that
it be understood that the Memorial Square area is nmuch larger than a
normal intersection. Because each of the buildings is situated on a
different parcel of land, and because each is architecturally distinct-
ive fromthe others, | do not believe that the preservation of ny
building is essential to the aesthetic enjoyment of the architectural
beauty of either, or both, the Greek church and the Ilibrary building.
Ot her relevant considerations which are nore applicable to ny
building than any of the other buildings in the Memorial Square area
which my be thought to be of potential historic significance, are
that ny building is located on the southwesterly corner of a large
rectangular city block. Except for the other buildings which also
front on Main Street, none of which in ny judgement are distinctive
in any regard, all of the other structures on the entire block have
been demolished. All of this cleared land is presently owned by the
Springfield Redevel opment Authority. The authority's masterplan for
the overall rehabilitation of the neighborhood calls for the



«df evel opment of multi-famly dwelling units on all of theland owned by
it on this block. A concrete proposal for thedevelopment of a
project of this nature i spresently being considered by t he authority.
An antiquated rectory building which fronts on Main Street and i s
owed by t heGreek church i slocated on t henorthwesterly corner of

this block. It i sny understanding that thechurch officials are
presently negotiating toacquire other land on t hewesterly side of
the Memorial Square intersection, and that new buildings will be

erected thereon t oreplace t hepresent buildings located on ny block.
The only building of consequence |located between t hechurch buildings
and ny building i san old and badly deteriorated apartment building.

Based upon t heforegoing, it can be seen that thecharacter of
virtually theentire block will be substantially changed withinthe
next fewyears. Finally, | would like t oadd that other parcels of

land i ntheimmediate vicinity of theMemorial Square intersection
either have been, or areslated for acquisition, clearing and
rehabilitation by theSpringfield Redevel opment Authority.

Taking al |l of these factors into consideration, it can be seen
that no one can predict with any reasonable degree of certaintythe
future long term uset owhich ny land and/or, building will be
devoted. It i sny position that a fair and reasonable resolution of
the pending proposal would be t otreat each of t hebuildings deened
worthy of preservation i ntheproposed district on their own, individ-
ual merits. Then, after theredevelopment and t herevitalization of
the Memorial Square area has been accomplished, t hequestion of
creating a historic district can be reexam ned. Certainly, ifat
sone future time, | were toreceive a bona fide and concrete proposal
for thereuse of ny building which entailed either no, or at |east
only mnimal, alteration of theexterior, then i ti sextremely Ilikely
that onny owm initiative | would request that ny building be Ilisted
in theNational Register, and included i nthearea's historic district
I f any.

In conclusion then, iti srespectfully submtted that because of
the great changes which will be taking place i ntheimmediate areai n
the next fewyears, that this i snottheproper time t onake a
determination as t owhat structures i nthearea should be nade part

of any historic district. This does not nean that t hepostponement of
the making of this decision will jeopardize thepreservation of the
structures i nthearea which probably should be preserved. For the
reasons set forth herein i ndetail, it i sny opinion that it is

neither essential or necessary tothepreservation of thechurch and
library buildings that they be included as part of any historic district
including ny building. Rather, thematter of t hepreservation of any
building located i nt heMemorial Square area should be based solely
upon t heindividual architectural and aesthetic values of each

individual building. Because thearea i ngeneral i si na state of flux,
and nore particularly because ny building I san economc liability to
me, it would be neither practical, nor equitable t ocreate a Menmori al

Square historic district at this time, which would include ny building.
| believe that thematter of creating a historic district should be
post poned until such time as t hearea has been substantially rehabil-
itated during thenext three tofive years. | shall appreciate
receiving notice of thedecision reached on t hesubject proposal



which your agency presently has under consideration.

iery truly yours.

Pe[er Pidknelly
1776 Main Btreet
Springfield, Massachiksetts 01103
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