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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior; An example of the shingle style, this two story house was built 
in the early 1900s on the foundations of an antebellum house destroyed in 
the War Between the States. Designed as a winter home, the house has an 
exterior surface of wooden shingles broken by windows, gable, and doorways 
trimmed in white.

Entrance to the house is through a porte-cochere supported by Doric columns; 
the doorway is flanked by diamond-paned windows of varying shapes and sizes. 
Gabled dormer windows are found on the second story facade, and the roof is 
low pitched. There are five interior brick chimneys.

The rear entrance is a double door of leaded glass panes and is surmounted by 
a broken pediment. Flanking the doorway are two double sash, diamond-paned 
windows. A high gable with a triangular pediment extends above the door, and 
a semi-circular fanlight ornaments the gable.

Interior: The Phelps house contains over twenty rooms. Located on the first 
floor are living room, dining room, billiard room,kitchens, laundry, trophy 
room and school room. Five family bedrooms and three servants' rooms are 
found on the second floor. Billiard room with its low beamed ceiling, 
paneled walls, and heart-pine mantel with fluted Ionic columns is typical of 
rich decorative work. Interior furnishings include oriental rugs, collec­ 
tions of china and stemware, and a library of 17th, 18th, and 19th Century 
texts.

Surroundings: The estate covers an entire city block: 4.2 acres. House is 
surrounded by an elaborate formal garden. Designed by Mrs. Sheffield Phelps, 
who owned the estate until 1955, the garden contains camellias, magnolias, 
hollies, and other plants and shrubs.

Outside buildings, including original stables, garage, and kennels, now 
house the art department of the University of South Carolina at Aiken. Other 
dependencies are three greenhouses, toolhouses, and a children's playhouse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house is a noteworthy example of the shingle style, frequently used in 
late 19th and early 20th Century resort homes for the wealthy, but relative­ 
ly rare in South Carolina. The Phelps estate, which served as the location 
for the first meetings of the Garden Club of South Carolina, contains a 
formal landscaped garden. The elegant home and landscaped grounds are 
characteristic of many such estates owned by the wealthy in pre-income tax 
America.

Architectural: The Phelps house is an example of the shingle style, 
identified by the shingled facade and exterior horizontal emphasis. One 
of the most innovative features of shingle style houses is the free-flowing, 
asymmetrical floorplan. Originally used in New England in the 1880s for 
medium-sized private houses, the shingle style is relatively uncommon in 
South Carolina.

Landscape Architecture: Original owner of the house, Mrs. Sheffield Phelps, 
landscaped the grounds and formal gardens containing camellias, azaleas, 
hollies, and English boxwood. Camellias were of particular interest to the 
owner who imported rare varieties from Japan and developed a new variety 
on the estate, the Rose Hill Red.

In addition to an interest in the practical aspects of landscaping her own 
garden, Mrs. Phelps collected books on botany and horticulture. The 
collection, donated to the South Caroliniana Library in 1959, contains 
valuable 18th and 19th Century books. Works include 49 volumes of The 
Botanical Magazine, published in London 1787-1820, and a 1721 edition of 
Mark Catesby T s Natural History of Carolina, Florida, and the Bahama Islands

The Phelps house was the location for the first meetings of the Garden Club 
of South Carolina, organized in 1930 by Mrs. Phelps, who served as honorary 
life president. Patterned after the Garden Club of America, the statewide 
group promotes gardening, landscaping, and conservation. At present there 
are approximately 13,000 members in the Garden Club of South Carolina.

Social Humanitarian: In the early 1900s Aiken was a popular resort for 
weal thy northerners. Attracted by the mild climate and riding facilities, 
Winter Colony residents participated in fox hunts, polo, steeple chases, 
and races. Typical of the cosmopolitan population which included wealthy 
publishers, railroad magnates, and copper industry tycoons, the Phe'lps
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family lived in Aiken from November to May and usually spent summers in Bar 
Harbor, Maine,or Europe. The life style of the Sheffield Phelpses and other 
Aiken residents is reflected in their spacious, elegant homes, containing 
servants' rooms and rooms for leisure activities. The Phelps house, built 
in the shingle style, is an example of the private resort house built by the 
wealthy in early 20th Century America.
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