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Part 7 Description

The Pembroke Friends Mestinghouse is awel-preserved example of the distinctive houses of worship
built by Protetants known as the Society of Friends or Quekers Thisexample is one of the oldest Queker
metinghousss in New England, established in 1706 for Scituate Friends and originally known as the Upper
Mesting. Although it hes experienced dterations Snce that time, the building's structure and interior, in
particular the articulated and decorated frame and the upper gdlery, are extraordinary survivas, both for their
ae ad the quality of their execution. Much of its current gppearanceisthe result of remodding in 1833 and
1853, which cregted the familiar form of a Quaker meatinghouse, with the paired entries and divided interior
that sgnded the gender equdity that distinguished Friends. On the exterior the roof wasreplaced and an
entry porch was added to the south side, while on the interior new benches and amovable partition were added
to the first floor. The building underwent agentle restorationin the 1920s and stabilization in 1988; fabric
remova & that time alowed for an examination of usualy covered features, providing critical evidence about
the building's history.

The Pembroke Friends Megtinghouse Sits a& an important intersection, on Washington Stret (or MA
Route 53), aregiond thoroughfare established in the 17 century, a itsintersection with Schoosett Srest (MA
Route 139). The earlier path of Washington Streat isdso part of the intersection. In addition to the
mestinghouse, the smal parcd includes awoodshed and aburying ground, and the lot is surrounded by a low
gonewall. The meetinghouse faces south onto Schoosett Street, and the woodshed is located off its northeest
corner. Thewoodshed was congtructed in 1841 and messures about twelve feet square. In contradt to the
earliest section of the meetinghouse, which isof plank construction, the shed was condructed usng duds, es
were the later dterationsto the meatinghouse. Covered in dagpboards with ashingled gable roof, thewood
shed hes an entry into each Sde of its divided interior. One door is located on the south geble end, serving the
narrower woodshed on the west side, ancther on the eest wall near the south comer, serving the wider eedt Sde
which once included aprivy; the only windows are two centered on the west wall neer the building's eaves,
(photo #1)

Behind the meetinghouse is the burying ground, and no wall or fencedivides it from the remainder of
the parcd, (photo #3) Although there is mention of a burying ground, Friends did not commonly mark graves.
Earlier gonesmay not have been sufficiently durable to survive. Today most of the ca 20 gones are aranged
generdly into five rows, and mogt are smal and smple, about afoot high now above grade and about four

(continued)
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inches thick. Mogt have assgmentd-arched top, dthough some are angled, and are inscribed inasas serif
typeface. On eech sone, the decedent is named, as is the decedent's goouse, the dates of birth and degth are
noted, in the Quaker mode of numbering rather than naming the months, and occasondly the age & degth is
included. Common surmamesinthe yard include Egtes Lefurgey, Shepherd, and West, with donesof Bailey,
Otis, and Phillips familiesas well. The earliest identifiable date is 1794 while the most recant isca 1931, but
it islikely that earlier burials occurred here.

The present form of the Pembroke Mestinghouse isthe ‘doubled ' shgpe and plan common to Friends
medtinghouses snce the late 18" century, aform it achieved in 1833. The main block of the megtinghouse is
two gories in height under agable roof that runs pardld to the facade, and messures about 27 feat square,
with its primary entries on the south sde. The entries are endosed within a gable-roofed, two-story entry
porch, measuring about 17" across, 10" degp, and 18 to itsridge, with the paired entries that are emblemetic
of Quaker medtinghouses.  The entries have a smple molded architrave surround and are fitted with six-pand
doors of the ssoond quarter of the 19" cantury. The meetinghouse is regularly fenestrated with primarily 6/6
seh trimmed with asmple molded cap’ dating to 1853. The porch includes asingle 12/12 window in the
geble of the entry porch, the only surviving window from 1833, and another window on eech of its eedt ad
wes 9de walls. On the main block the windows are dightly larger, with two single-story windows flanking
the entry porch on the south side, two widdy-spaced windows per floor on the eest and west Sdes, and no
openings on the north. The porch is shingled and painted white, while three Sdes of the main block are
dapboarded and painted white and the east wall, the one facing avay from the dreets, is shingled and
unpainted. On the main block, the eaves are shdlow and the raking eaves are nearly flush with the end walls.
On the porch, the raking eaves overhang somewha and terminate inretums. A brick chimney rises fromthe
esdlem ad of theroof ridge; & itsbasg, there isabulge in the center of the shingled wall perhgps
accommodating an ateration to the chimney. The building dts onfiel dstonefootingsbut hes no cdlar, (photo
#1)

Of the original meetinghouse of 1706, the best-preserved portion isits frame, fully articulated and
richly decorated inthe manner of early New England buildings. The structure is composad of three bays,
wider in the canter than on each 9de. There are four sats of large posts on each of the front (south) and back
(north) walls, with two smdler posts dong each of the sde walls, (photo #3) These podsae st into large
slls and topped by plates and tie beams, only one of the origina sills survives. In the garret, evidence
aurvives to suggest that the building was originally topped by ahip roof, in the mortises that survive dong the

(continued)
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plates and girts, and in the whitewash line on the chimney. The gallery is supported by mid-level girtsin the
eedt and west 9de wallsand mnning acrossthe building's interior. At the plate level, the inner tiebeams are
dightly offset toward the center of the building from the lower inner girts. Falling braces from the pogtsto the
girts and rails running between the posts & aheight of about 1Vi  are usad to securethe frame. Thewadlls ae
plank framed, an exterior walling composed of boards 11/2-2' thick and about 18"wide. The character of the
finish of this frame is among thefinest to survive inthe Commonwedth. All of the mgjor framing membas
arefinishedwith fine quarter-round and flat chamfers finishedwith coved and lamb's tongue dops, and often
enriched with termina pips, while the post heeds are richly molded. The richest treetment was ussd onthe
girts, the mogt visible section of the frame, with progressvely smpler treetment accorded to the plates and
ties, then the comer podts, the story posts, door jambs, and galery rails. Surviving reused roof fabric shows
that the roof frame was chamfered as well, suggesting thet it was open to view.

Theorigina plan of the medtinghouse is not certainly known, but it was likely that an entry weas
centered in the south wall and the dders bench was located dong the opposite north wall.  Another door in the
wegt wall isknown from physica evidence, the original stair was located in the southeest comer, and the
building hed achimney inthe eest wall by the 1740s In addition, an exceptionad amount of early materid
aurvives of theorigina interior in the galery. The plager of thegdlery isstill gpplied between the framing
membas rather than over them, leaving their daborate treetment exposad to view. The truly exceptiond
aurvivas are the rails and benches inthe gallery, which may be the only fittings of this age to survivein-situ.
The perimeter of the gadlery is screened by an open rail, composed of narrowly goeced podts, with threerails
= into them and aledge st ontop. Thesehorizontds are of various widths and are decorated with an ogee &
their edges Behind the ralil, there are two setsof benches, one sat higher than the other to dlow adear view.
The backs of the benches match the construction of the gdlery rail, without the centrd rail. The ends of the
benches are boards cut to form a graceful downward curve terminating in atight scroll. Originaly aranged
aong the eedt, south, and west walls, the south section of benches has been cut down to acoommodate the later
congtruction of an entry and stair tower, whose doors were located here, (photo #4)

A significant portion of the building's finish and its current gopearance is the result of the significant
changes of 1833. At that time, the building underwent aremodding that followed the pattem established
among Friends for their medtinghouses, first inthe Ddaware Valley a the end of the 18 century, and in other
Friends communities during the early 19" century. These changes brought the building up to date with both
regiond tagte and denominationa practice that crested goecesof equa sze and finish for eech gender. The

(continued)
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hip roof was replaced, an endlosed entry and stair porch was added to the main south entry, and the interior
wes provided with adiding partition and itsfinish updated. Whenthe old hip roof was removed, the present
king-post geble roof replaced it. The four king posts it on the end ties and new innerfies,with four setsof
principa rafters. Theserafters were complemented by single principle purlins offset one from the cther, by
pairs of common rafters, and by smits extending from the king pogt to the principal rafter. In the process of
making this change, the inner tie beamswere replaced and one st of plates was spliced to dlow an extenson
of the eave overhang, accompanied by the remova of the comer fies; short lengths of fase plate were inserted
to acogat the new, longer rafters. The chimney was rebuilt to extend above the new height of theroof The
porch was congdmcted using sudsrather than plank, as were the new gable endsof the main block. The
cregtion of sgparate entries was perhgps the chief reason for this addition, and each door led to ahall which
mirrored the other. Each included agtair on the partition wall, fitted with plain bausters and terminating in a
tumed newd, and with acloset benesth the Sair, fitted with aboard and batten door. With the addition of
these new entries, the door on the west Sde of the megtinghouse was closed. New windows were o
ingaled, of plank constmction with 12/12 sseh within molded surrounds. One survivesin the gable end of the
porch, while window surrounds survive on the sde wall windows of the porch. Remnants of these windows
and framesand of the roof were reused inthe congtruction of the porch and in the support smcture of the
eders bench in the next round of aterations.

On the interior significant changeswere made as well. Benegth the new roof, aceiling weas ingdled,
blocking off the garret from the main rooms of the medtinghouse. Horizontal wainscot wes inddled onthe
building's exterior wallsto the level of therails. A large interior partifion was dso congmcted, a fegeture
common to Friends meatinghouses which alowed men and women to have separate busness mesfings.
(photo #2) Thisore is congructed to hang from along horizontal beem mnning north-south across the
meseting house and framed into the plates, and with five long planks between the floor and the beam to support
thewalls. Theverticasare composed of wide planks a the north and south ends and the center, narrower in
the inner positions. Vertical beaded boards form the stationary sections of the partition, including the entire
south section, the lower section of first floor wall, and the upper section a the gallery level. Threediding
sctions compose the center section of thewalls in the three central and northem sections of the partition.
Weighted to dide up and down as needed, each of these diding sections is congmcted with four stilesand
three railsthat create goacesfor twelve flat pands. At the gdlery level, the old comer stair was dosed and a
length of the pews was removed, to alow circulation from the new doors from the new porch. Those doors
gpopear to have been formerly exterior doors, perhgpsthe double-leafed door first used on the primary south
elevafion.

(continued)
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In 1853 another round of repair was undertaken, continuing the process of improving the building's
finish. On the exterior, three walls were covered in dgpboards, the south, the north, and the wes, (photo #1)
New windows were a0 ingtalled on the main block, of box constmction, with acgp composad of athick
toms, afillet, and acove and beed, and plain sill and gtiles. Four were installed on eech of the eest and west
walls and two on the south front, employing larger panesof glassina6/6 arangament. These window
[urrounds survive on the main block and their sseh survive on the eest wall of the main block. On the porch,
the earlier plank cassswere retained but fitted with new 6/6 saeh; seeh survives on the eest wall. Blindswere
added to the windows as well. On the interior, the improvement of the first floor continued. Thewadls a this
level were furred out to cover the frame and anew floor was instaled. New bencheswere ingtdled, with three
benches dong the north wall, devated and tiered as elders benches, and four rows of facing benches st on
thefloor. Il isnot certain that the present configuration was established a thistime, snce the floor was agan
replaced. The smple open-back benches have the ogee ams that characterize mid-19"" century work, (photo
#4)

With the decline in membership and the closing of the meeting in 1876, no work is known to have
bean done on the meetinghouse unfil 1929, when the building was purchased and repaired by Gilbert H. West
and Horace T. Fogg. Tliree sills were replaced and the pog ends were repaired; someof the window sagh
gopear to have bean replaced a thistime, dong the eest wall of the main block and the west wall of the porch.
Nearly sixty yearslater, in 1988, smilar repairs were undertaken to repair the exterior wall cover, the
chimney, ad thefirst floor boards. The Pembroke Friends Mestinghouse hes been well protected by its
dewards and survives as an exceptionaly well-preserved example of early ecclesiagticd architecture, an
outstanding resource within the Commonwedth and New England.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are recorded on the metinghouse property, Stesmay be
present. Eleven Stes are recorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteridtics of the
property represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the
presence of Native Stes. The meetinghouse is located on awell drained, level to moderatdy doping ground
morainewithin 1,000 feet of wetlands. Soilsin the area are sandy, formed in glacid till, and very sony.
Stones on the surface range from one to three feet in diameter. Stony soils may adversdly affect the Site
sengitivity for thisarearw Floodplain wetlands of the North River are located southwest of the property. The

(continued)
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North River is pat of the South Coadd drainege area. Given the above information, the smal sze of the
nominated property (0.75 acres) and historic land use amoderate potentia exigts for locating ancent Native
American resources on the nominated property.

A high potentid exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources on the mestinghouse property. Structurd
evidence may survive from the "little meetinghousg" built on the eet Sde of the medtinghouseby 1725, then
removed in 1779. Stmcturd evidence may dso survive from bams, horse sheds carriage sheds and
outbuildingsthat may have exised on the property. At least one horse shed (date unknown) ispictured in
historic views of the megtinghouse.  Occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exid inthe
aea surrounding the meefinghouse.  The wider eedt Sde of the woodshed (1841) located of f the northeest
comer of the meetinghouse originally contained aprivy; other privies may dso exist. The area immediaely
surrounding the meetinghouse may aso contain sructura evidence and other types of archaeologica features
related to the original construction of the meetinghouse (1706) and remodeling that occurred in 1833 ad
1853, Unmarked graves are d<0 likely on the nominated property, especidly within and around the periphery
of the existing burying ground.

(end)



Name of Property Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse

8. Statement of Siflnifir.annft

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

__ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X- C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x"in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location,

C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihilngraphical Referenr.es

County and State Plymouth, Massachusetts

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Development
Religion

Social History

Period of Significance

1706-19.5fi

Significant Dates
1R33. 1R53. 1R7B 19?79

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.;

Primary location of additional data:

_X State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency

_X Federal agency

_ Local government

X University

_ Other
Name of repository:

Preservation Studies Program, Boston University
HABS



NPS Form 1 10-900-a
SH) OMB Approval No. 1024-0011

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiser of Higoric Places
COntInua'[IOH S]a Friends Meetinghouse

Pembroke (Plymouth), MA
Section number 8 Page

Part 8 Significance

The Pembroke Friends Mestinghouse isthe oldest surviving Quaker meetinghouse in Massachusdtts,
ad likely to be the fourth oldest in New England, after Newport (1699), Portsmouth (1700), and Saylesville
(1704) in Rhode Idand. 1t is further distinguished by the exceptiond survival of its gdlery rails and benches
probably the oldest meetinghouse fittings to surviveinthe entire region. The building was renodded twice in
the 19" century, bringing it into the then current form for Friends meetinghouses, with an entry porch with two
entries and adivided meeting room, both representing the denominational emphass on the equdity of the
gendas. The medtinghouse is located in southesstemn Massachusetts, one of the strongholds of Friends within
the Commonwedth of Congregationdids, and tesament to the regiond tradition of dissent. The Pembroke
Friends Mestinghouse therefore medts criteria A and C of the National Regigter for Historic Haces a the local
ad date levd of significance. The property retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, association,
materids, desgn, and workmanship.

The Pembroke Friends Mesetinghouse is located in Pembroke, Plymouth County, Massachustts, in the
northem section that wes originally part of the town of Scituate. This section of Massachusetts wasfirst
sdttled in 1620 & Plymouth, and the areawas a separate colony until 1685 when it was incorporated into the
Massachusatts Bay as Plymouth County. During the 1630s new towns were established in the colony,
including Satuate in 1633, Duxbury in 1637, and Marshfield in 1640. Aspopulation increased and settlement
moved westward from the coadt, once large towns were subsequently divided into smdler ones, including the
fonnation of Pembroke in 1712. Like other towns in southeestem Massachusatts, Pembroke's economy rested
on agriculture and shipbuilding through the 18" and 19" centuries, with alandscgpe of digoersed famdeeds
ad few villages. Although no railroad served the town, these pursuits were complemented by amdl-scae
manufacturing and later focused on cranberries and poultry. More recently the town hes experienced intense
uburban devel opment.

The Society of Friends isbut one example of the variety of dissenters, including the Pilgrim settlers of
Pymouth and the Puritans of Massachusetts, which played arolein the English Protetant Reformed tradition.
These dissenters hoped to purge the established Church of England of remnants of "popish” ritual ad
practice, by reestablishing many of the smpler traditions of the early church and by relying more heavily on
preaching and on evidence of individual converson. With the increesed availability of the English vemacular

(continued)
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Bible, they usad knowledge of the Word of God to revive discipline and piety in both the laity and theclergy.
They downplayed the efficacy of works and mede important changesin the liturgica year and therole of the
soramattsin their order of worship. The Society of Friends were among the mod radicd of these groups and
took root in the north of England during the early 17" century, its adherents known for quaking with thetruth
of God. Quaker theology emphasized guidance from the "inner light" and rgected hierarchy, ssacraments, and
paid minigersin their worship, hidividuals who gooke the tmth addressad public gatherings

of worshippers, and men and women took equd roles. In addition to the loca weekly mesting, the Friends
edablished ahierarchy of meetings, with neighboring groups meseting together on monthly basis, larger arees
coming together on aquarterly bads, and al New England meatings coming together for the yearly meeting a
Newport. In addition to worship, busness meetings handled Quaker discipline, sgparatdy for men and for
women. Thisdistincfive organization of Friends meetings, apyramid of meetings for worship and busness,
hdped the group to grow and flourish.

Massachusetts Bay was notoriousfor its poor treetment of Quaker missonaries when they arrived in
New England in the 1650s, but Plymouth Colony presented amore open environment and Quaker
missionaries found aregion ripe for "convincing." Medtingsin this areabegan as early as 1660, and when
New England Friends were first organized into meetings in 1672, one of the meetings was located in nearby
Duxbury. By 1678 the first meetinghouse was built for agroup of Friends in Scituate and the mesting then
took that name. Asthe population of the areaexpanded, a sscond mestinghouse was condructed in 1706, &
first known as Scituate upper meetinghouse, to distinguish it from the older lower medtinghouse, ad later
known &s the Pembroke Meetinghouse. Robert Barker was gppointed to build the medtinghouse, dthoughiit is
undear whether he did the building or acted as undertaker; Barker dso donated the land for the megtinghouse.
Ove the next century and ahalf the Pembroke friends expanded their lot three times, purchasing smdl lots in
1753, 1814, and 1855. Although conversons were early in this section of Massachusts, later expanson was
focused further to the south aong the coagt of Massachusetts and particularly in Rhode Idand. At the heed
wes the New England Y early Meeting in Newport, while a the bottom local or preparative megtings came
together weekly for worship, as a these medtings in Scituate and Pembroke. Monthly and quarterly mestings
were established for business and discipline, located where Friends were most numerous. Pembroke served as
amonthly meeting under the Sandwich Quarterly Mesting, and remained active until the third quarter of the
19" century.

(continued)
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The Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse is an important document in the development of Quiaker
architecture in New England and dong the Atlantic coadt. Itsearly date mekesit arare example of the early
phesesof Quaker metinghouse development, and its changing form demondrates the mix of regiond
traditions and denominationa requirements that characterizes early ecclesastica architecture. Like most New
England meetinghouses, those built by Quakers drew on the tradition of the auditory room plan, adesign that
emphadzed the ability of the congregants to hear the preaching of the Word and distinguished the Protestant
fonn of worship from the sacramentd  style of Roman Catholic services. Thustheir buildings were more
nearly square than earlier churches, conssting of asingle open goecewithin which the severd denominations
mede adjusments to accommodate the particular requirements of their order of worship, placing gregter or
lessar empheseson the liturgical goacesassigned to preaching, communion, and baptism. In New England,
medtinghouses were mog commonly constmcted of wood, within the timber-framing tradition of the region
that incdluded large articulated framing members. Research on Congregationa mestinghouses of this period,
by far the mogt numerous, shows that most were rectangular in shepe under agable roof, dthough few of these
aurvive from the first century of settlement.  Square buildings formed a significant group, with larger
examples topped by ahigh hiproof The best-known Congregationa mestinghouse to survivefrom this
period, Old Ship in Hingham (NR, NHL, 1966), takesthisform.

The Pembroke Medtinghouse, like other buildings congructed by Friends, shared many of the features
of regiona New England meetinghouses of other denominations. Quakers opposad the superfluous ornament
of other medtinghouses and "segple houses” and they eschewed the towers and even the dassica door
treetments commonly employed on New England meetinghouses.  The rather plain buildings were often
uareor nearly so, constmcted of wood, and well executed. The front and reer walls were built parald to the
roof ridge, with aprimary entry in the center of the front wall, usudly facing south, and secondary entries on
the gable ends. These buildings, like housesof the period, are further distinguished by the articulation and
decoration of their frames, with smooth surfaces and fine chamfers on their posts, beams, and other framing
members Conggtent with its early date, the Pembroke Meetinghouse initsorigina form was topped by a high
hip roof, and its frame was richly decorated, making it smilar in form and finish, if not inSze, to the earliest
configuration of the Newport Friends Meetinghouse. The primary entry was likely in the south wall, the
common pattem in early meetinghouses, but later changes probably destroyed that evidence when the porch
was condructed in 1833. During the repairs of 1988, evidence of a door on the west Sde of the building was
uncovered, including two suds fitted into the sole surviving sill and asplicein the sill, commonly coinciding
with wear and weether. Thiswestem door is likely to have been secondary. Physicd evidence of a dair in the
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outheest comer is still visible, inthe termination of the gallery benches and inthe flooring. On thefirst floor,
the frame and walls have been covered, but examination of the fabric behind these furred-out walls showed
ealy if not original lath and plaster gpplied directly to the planks between the podts.

Unlike other New England denominations, in Quaker mestinghouses no particular liturgical goeoes on
the interior were emphagized with ornament. Friends sarvices excdluded the familiar liturgical dements of
Bible readings or sarmons and Friends st quietly and relied primarily on goontaneous goeeking in their
sarvice. Eldersof the meeting sat on abench facing the rest of the congregation, asubstitute for therichly
decorated high pulpit found in many other medtinghouses At Pembroke, the platform for eders seeting is
likely to have been located in the traditional position on the rear or northwall and the floor may have bean
filled with benches The remainder of the congregation sat on benches separated by gender, with men on ane
dde of the medtinghouse, and women and young children on the other. Pembroke is extraordinary for the
aurviva of benchesinthe gdlery, as very few medinghouse fittings survivein situ from beforethe middle of
the 18" century. Only small sections of earlier fabric are known to survive, carved pulpit pands from
Medfield, MA, and shadow-molded pew pands from Marblehead, MA, and Bristol, RI. Therarity of fittings
of this period makes it difficult to assess their enrichment across denominations. 1t is, however, important to
note the clearly outstanding character of the frame's chamfers, equd to any a Old Ship or within surviving
housssin the region, and serving as areminder that not al omament was forbidden. Later 18" century
Friends medtinghouses seam to have employed smpler interior fittings, avoiding the raised panding
commonly ussd for box pews and gdlery breagts in other denominations, but it is not dear thiswould have
bean the caseearlier in the colonial period.

Since Quakers usd their megfinghouses for both regular worship and for business mestings, the
buildings often included separate rooms or smal additions for these discussions. During busness meefings,
men and women met separatdy to review their conduct and their adherence to Queker discipline. Smdl
additions to Friends medtinghouses were commmon in the 18" century, often providing soece for ssparate
women's busnessmeetings. At Pembroke, the documentary and physical evidence of a "little megtinghouse”
isan examnple of thistrend, built by 1725 and removed in 1779. Itislikely to have bean located on the eedt
dde of the building where, during the 1988 repair, evidence of lath and plagter was found on the now exterior
face of theplank walls. It may have been sarved by the chimney, where the bulge on the eest Sde may be
evidence of an eaxlier firebox. The presence of heat in this section of the megtinghouse isof particular
interest, condstent with other meetings constmction of a "winter housg" and suggesting that these goeoes
could sarve anumber of purposes during acold New England winter. I1n 1811 the Pembroke meeting bought

(continued)
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itsfirst gove and in 1813 decided to lay boards across the open goece a the leve of the gdlery, ancother
accommodation to cold weether that made a smdler goace eeser to hedt.

By the middle of the 19" century, and after over acentury in use, the Pembroke Friends Medtinghouse
was undoubtedly in nesd of repair and remodeling to reflect current Queker practice and locd taste.
Beginning in the Delaware Valley late inthe 18" century, the earlier asymmetrica arangement of goeces wes
replaced by the ‘doubled’ plan that hes come to signify the Quaker meeting. That new plan acknowledged
gende equdity for busness meetings by providing two sgparate but equa-sized goeceswithin a sngle
\ olume. Thisyidded the familiar form for a Quaker meetinghouse, asingle building with sgperate doors for
men and women and asimple interior divided intwo by movable pands. In Pembroke, this shift wes
accomplished in 1833, when the old-fashioned hip roof was removed, aporch was added on the south entry,
and an intemd partition was installed. The presant gable roof crested a more common profile for the building
and the dterations to windows, eaves and wallsall brought the building into line with the treetment of period
buildings in the region. The porch included two entries, one for each gender, and on the interior was divided
into two hals and dairs to the galery. With the new dair locafion, the original single interior Sair was
removed, providing more goece in the meeting room and galery. Of particular importance, apartifion was
added from ceiling to floor, with three large panded sections that dide up and down, segparating and joining
the two ddes as necessary.

A variety of other projects were undertaken a the medtinghouse over the next severd decades of the
19" century, suggesting that the Pembroke Meeting remained strong. 1n 1841, the meefing voted the
congtmction of the woodhouse, asmall gable-roofed building closdly adjacent to the northeest comer of the
medtinghouse. Covered in dapboards, the building was divided intwo on the interior, including aprivy and a
dorage place for wood. More work was completed on the meefinghouse in 1853, to repair the underpinnings
that were deteriorated because of their shalow footings, and to provide new six-over-six sseh for mog of the
windows. Although the meeting ordered eight new windows, and "to digpense with two front and two back
windows," it gopearsthat ten were added and only the back ones ssem to have been closed. The mainfl oorof
the medtinghouse was further improved with new plager on furred out walls, which covered mogt of its
framing. New dip pews were ingtalled, which survivetoday. Tliree rows of these pews were aranged onthe
north wall, with two rows on raised platforms, presumably serving as dders bench.  Facing these were four
rows for the main body of the congregation. The surviving sonesin the burying ground dso dateto this
period, primarily. The property dso once included horse sheds pictured in historic views of the

(continued)



NPS Form | |IO-MO-a
(S-t6) OMB Approval No. iai44HS

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Hisoric Places
Continuation Shet

Friends Medtinghouse
Pembroke (Plymouth), MA
Section number 8 Page ~

meatinghouse, but their date is not known. These images suggest that the building ressmbled others
condructed neer megtinghouses, long narrow buildings under alow shed roof, with aseriesof open bays with
angled comers serving es dals.

Numbers in attendance must have been falling as the 19 century progressed, as the megting wes
described as "very much reduced in numbers by desth and removals to other meetings,” and like many
religious groups, women outnumbered men. This meefing was comparatively isolated from other Friends
medtings, dugtered further to the south and west. In 1876, the meeting was "laid down,” and its mambeas
tranderred to New Bedford or Sandwich. Meetings were held occasiondly over the tum of the century, ad
while loca historians in the areawere concemed about its fate, little action was taken. Then in 1929, interest
in the old meetinghouse was led by wedthy resdents Horace T. Fogg and Gilbert H. West and more repairs
were underteken. In 1934, the building was recorded as part of the Historic American Buildings Survey. The
Pembroke Friends Meeting Association was formed and that group held the medtinghouse until 1974. Its
ownership wes then transferred to the Pembroke Historical Society. The meetinghouse was occasiondly used
for worship by agroup under the Cambridge Monthly Meeting from 1964 to 1979 and under the Sandwich
Monthly Meeting from 1988 to 1992. In 1988, the Pembroke Historical Society received agrant fromthe
Massachusatts Historical Commission to stabilizethe building. At that time, significant resserch was
conducted on the megtinghouse by loca citizens, summarized and expanded by architectura higorian James
Kyprianos. Since that time, the importance of the meatinghouse hes become more generdly known. The
Pembroke Medtinghouse is an exceptiona resource of the town and the Commonwedth, and its listing on the
Nationa Regiger of Historic Flacesis long overdue.

Archaeological Significance

While numerous ancient Native American Stes have been recorded in the Pembroke/North River areg,
few have been systematicdly or intensively studied, limiting their level of interpretation. Many Stes reman
undocumented with locationa information only. Collections reseerch has contributed some infonnation
relating to cultural chronologies, tool technologies, and Ste type/function basad on inferences from artifact
tool types and location; however, these collections may reflect collector bias for locations and materids ad
usudly lack intragite provenance. Professiond archaeologica surveys and excavations conducted over the last
30 years as pat of cultura resource managament sudies have contributed additional information, however,
among over 2,000 such studies conducted gatewide in Massachusetts, only 11 were in Pembroke. Given the
above information, pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Pembroke remain poorly documented.

(continued)
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Any surviving dtes on the meetinghouse property or in the town have the potentia to contribute vauable
information relating to the town's Native American history and settlement of the North River drainage.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information rdated to the
early phese of Quaker devdopment in Massachusetts. Archaeologica survey and testing may document land
use of the property prior to constmction of the megfinghouse and evidence of acfivitiesand dructures built
after 1706 that no longer survive. Stmctura evidence and archaeologica festures may exid in thearea
immediatdy surrounding the meetinghouses that identify Quaker constmcfion techniques and earlier
architectura features of the meetinghouse that no longer exist today. Archaeological remans are particularly
important sncethey may help reconstmct the origina mesfinghouse as it was built in 1706. Archaeologica
evidence may a0 hdp document early Quaker architecture in New England and dong the Atlantic coed.
Similar infonnation may aso survive from bams, carriage’lhorse sheds or other outbuildings that may have
bean presant. A woodshed (1841) currently exists on the property; however, evidence of earlier andlor later
dructures may a0 exis. Detailed andyss of the contents of occupationd-related festures may contribute
important socid, cultural, and economic insghts into early Quaker lifeways in southeastem Massachusdtts
Important infomiation may exist that documents the ways inwhich Quaker lifewaysand religion varied from
other groups of dissentersin Massachusetts and in English Protestant religion.

Unmarked graves may a0 contribute important information related to the evolution and layout of the
mestinghouse facility. Identification and testing of unmarked graves can help define accurate bounderies for
the burial ground and its period of use  Detalled andyss of skdetd remains and the contents of graves may
contribute an accurate date for the initial use of the burial ground possibly before or after congmction of the
medtinghouse. Osteologica study of skeletal remains may aso contribute descripfive information relating to
the phydca characterigtics of the Pembroke Society of Friends and the overal hedth and pathologies that
affected that population. Information may exist that indicates how non-Quakers, buried in the burial ground,
were tregted by the Quaker community.

(end)
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1980.
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Part 10

Boundary description:

The property boundaries are drawn on the attached assessors mgp of the Town of Pembroke.

Boundary justiflcation:
The proposed boundaries arethose historically associated with the property.
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Mestinghouse 1706, 1833 1853 clgpboard B/C
Woodshed 1841 clgpboard B/C
Camgay 18'~. S/C
Sonewall 18" c. ST/IC
PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Thomas Paske

Date: 2001
1 Exterior, view of south and esst devations, and wood shed.
2. Interior, first floor, looking north
3 Exterior, view of north and west devations, woodshed and burying ground
4. Interior, gallery, looking northwest
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The Commonwealth of Massachiii
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
July 19, 2006 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. John Roberts, Acting Chief
National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8" floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Roberts
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Friends Medtinghouse, Pembroke (Plymouth), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationd Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historicad Commission
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