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Part 7 Description 

The Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse is a well-preserved example of the distinctive houses of worship 
built by Protestants known as the Society of Friends or Quakers. This example is one of the oldest Quaker 
meetinghouses in New England, established in 1706 for Scituate Friends and originally known as the Upper 
Meeting. Although it has experienced alterations since that time, the building's structure and interior, in 
particular the articulated and decorated frame and the upper gallery, are extraordinary survivals, both for their 
age and the quality of their execution. Much of its current appearance is the result of remodeling in 1833 and 
1853, which created the familiar form of a Quaker meetinghouse, with the paired entries and divided interior 
that signaled the gender equality that distinguished Friends. On the exterior the roof was replaced and an 
entry porch was added to the south side, while on the interior new benches and a movable partition were added 
to the first floor. The building underwent a gentle restoration in the 1920s and stabilization in 1988; fabric 
removal at that time allowed for an examination of usually covered features, providing critical evidence about 
the building's history. 

The Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse sits at an important intersection, on Washington Street (or MA 
Route 53), a regional thoroughfare established in the 17"̂  century, at its intersection with Schoosett Street (MA 
Route 139). The earlier path of Washington Street is also part of the intersection. In addition to the 
meetinghouse, the small parcel includes a woodshed and a burying ground, and the lot is surrounded by a low 
stonewall. The meetinghouse faces south onto Schoosett Street, and the woodshed is located off its northeast 
corner. The woodshed was constructed in 1841 and measures about twelve feet square. In contrast to the 
earliest section of the meetinghouse, which is of plank construction, the shed was constructed using studs, as 
were the later alterations to the meetinghouse. Covered in clapboards with a shingled gable roof, the wood 
shed has an entry into each side of its divided interior. One door is located on the south gable end, serving the 
narrower woodshed on the west side, another on the east wall near the south comer, serving the wider east side 
which once included a privy; the only windows are two centered on the west wall near the building's eaves, 
(photo #1) 

Behind the meetinghouse is the burying ground, and no wall or fence divides it from the remainder of 
the parcel, (photo #3) Although there is mention of a burying ground, Friends did not commonly mark graves. 
Earlier stones may not have been sufficiently durable to survive. Today most of the ca. 20 stones are arranged 
generally into five rows, and most are small and simple, about a foot high now above grade and about four 

(continued) 
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inches thick. Most have a segmental-arched top, although some are angled, and are inscribed in a sans serif 
typeface. On each stone, the decedent is named, as is the decedent's spouse, the dates of birth and death are 
noted, in the Quaker mode of numbering rather than naming the months, and occasionally the age at death is 
included. Common surnames in the yard include Estes, Lefurgey, Shepherd, and West, with stones of Bailey, 
Otis, and Phillips families as well. The earliest identifiable date is 1794 while the most recent is ca. 1931, but 
it is likely that earlier burials occurred here. 

The present form of the Pembroke Meetinghouse is the 'doubled ' shape and plan common to Friends 
meetinghouses since the late 18"̂  century, a form it achieved in 1833. The main block of the meetinghouse is 
two stories in height under a gable roof that runs parallel to the facade, and measures about 27 feet square, 
with its primary entries on the south side. The entries are enclosed within a gable-roofed, two-story entry 
porch, measuring about 17' across, 10' deep, and 18' to its ridge, with the paired entries that are emblematic 
of Quaker meetinghouses. The entries have a simple molded architrave surround and are fitted with six-panel 
doors of the second quarter of the 19"̂ century. The meetinghouse is regularly fenestrated with primarily 6/6 
sash trimmed with a simple molded cap' dating to 1853. The porch includes a single 12/12 window in the 
gable of the entry porch, the only surviving window from 1833, and another window on each of its east and 
west side walls. On the main block the windows are slightly larger, with two single-story windows flanking 
the entry porch on the south side, two widely-spaced windows per floor on the east and west sides, and no 
openings on the north. The porch is shingled and painted white, while three sides of the main block are 
clapboarded and painted white and the east wall, the one facing away from the streets, is shingled and 
unpainted. On the main block, the eaves are shallow and the raking eaves are nearly flush with the end walls. 
On the porch, the raking eaves overhang somewhat and terminate in retums. A brick chimney rises from the 
eastem end of the roof ridge; at its base, there is a bulge in the center of the shingled wall perhaps 
accommodating an alteration to the chimney. The building sits on fieldstone footings but has no cellar, (photo 
#1) 

Of the original meetinghouse of 1706, the best-preserved portion is its frame, fully articulated and 
richly decorated in the manner of early New England buildings. The structure is composed of three bays, 
wider in the center than on each side. There are four sets of large posts on each of the front (south) and back 
(north) walls, with two smaller posts along each of the side walls, (photo #3) These posts are set into large 
sills and topped by plates and tie beams; only one of the original sills survives. In the garret, evidence 
survives to suggest that the building was originally topped by a hip roof, in the mortises that survive along the 

(continued) 
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plates and girts, and in the whitewash line on the chimney. The gallery is supported by mid-level girts in the 
east and west side walls and mnning across the building's interior. At the plate level, the inner tie beams are 
slightly offset toward the center of the building from the lower inner girts. Falling braces from the posts to the 
girts and rails running between the posts at a height of about IVi are used to secure the frame. The walls are 
plank framed, an exterior walling composed of boards 11/2-2" thick and about 18"wide. The character of the 
finish of this frame is among the finest to survive in the Commonwealth. All of the major framing members 
are finished with fine quarter-round and flat chamfers, finished with coved and lamb's tongue stops, and often 
enriched with terminal pips, while the post heads are richly molded. The richest treatment was used on the 
girts, the most visible section of the frame, with progressively simpler treatment accorded to the plates and 
ties, then the comer posts, the story posts, door jambs, and gallery rails. Surviving reused roof fabric shows 
that the roof frame was chamfered as well, suggesting that it was open to view. 

The original plan of the meetinghouse is not certainly known, but it was likely that an entry was 
centered in the south wall and the elders bench was located along the opposite north wall. Another door in the 
west wall is known from physical evidence, the original stair was located in the southeast comer, and the 
building had a chimney in the east wall by the 1740s. In addition, an exceptional amount of early material 
survives of the original interior in the gallery. The plaster of the gallery is still applied between the framing 
members rather than over them, leaving their elaborate treatment exposed to view. The truly exceptional 
survivals are the rails and benches in the gallery, which may be the only fittings of this age to survive in-situ. 
The perimeter of the gallery is screened by an open rail, composed of narrowly spaced posts, with three rails 
set into them and a ledge set on top. These horizontals are of various widths and are decorated with an ogee at 
their edges. Behind the rail, there are two sets of benches, one set higher than the other to allow a clear view. 
The backs of the benches match the construction of the gallery rail, without the central rail. The ends of the 
benches are boards cut to form a graceful downward curve terminating in a tight scroll. Originally arranged 
along the east, south, and west walls, the south section of benches has been cut down to accommodate the later 
construction of an entry and stair tower, whose doors were located here, (photo #4) 

A significant portion of the building's finish and its current appearance is the result of the significant 
changes of 1833. At that time, the building underwent a remodeling that followed the pattem established 
among Friends for their meetinghouses, first in the Delaware Valley at the end of the 18'*̂  century, and in other 
Friends communities during the early 19''̂  century. These changes brought the building up to date with both 
regional taste and denominational practice that created spaces of equal size and finish for each gender. The 

(continued) 
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hip roof was replaced, an enclosed entry and stair porch was added to the main south entry, and the interior 
was provided with a sliding partition and its finish updated. When the old hip roof was removed, the present 
king-post gable roof replaced it. The four king posts sit on the end ties and new inner fies, with four sets of 
principal rafters. These rafters were complemented by single principle purlins offset one from the other, by 
pairs of common rafters, and by stmts extending from the king post to the principal rafter. In the process of 
making this change, the inner tie beams were replaced and one set of plates was spliced to allow an extension 
of the eave overhang, accompanied by the removal of the comer fies; short lengths of false plate were inserted 
to accept the new, longer rafters. The chimney was rebuilt to extend above the new height of the roof The 
porch was constmcted using studs rather than plank, as were the new gable ends of the main block. The 
creation of separate entries was perhaps the chief reason for this addition, and each door led to a hall which 
mirrored the other. Each included a stair on the partition wall, fitted with plain balusters and terminating in a 
tumed newel, and with a closet beneath the stair, fitted with a board and batten door. With the addition of 
these new entries, the door on the west side of the meetinghouse was closed. New windows were also 
installed, of plank constmction with 12/12 sash within molded surrounds. One survives in the gable end of the 
porch, while window surrounds survive on the side wall windows of the porch. Remnants of these windows 
and frames and of the roof were reused in the construction of the porch and in the support stmcture of the 
elders bench in the next round of alterations. 

On the interior significant changes were made as well. Beneath the new roof, a ceiling was installed, 
blocking off the garret from the main rooms of the meetinghouse. Horizontal wainscot was installed on the 
building's exterior walls to the level of the rails. A large interior partifion was also constmcted, a feature 
common to Friends meetinghouses which allowed men and women to have separate business meefings. 
(photo #2) This one is constructed to hang from a long horizontal beam mnning north-south across the 
meeting house and framed into the plates, and with five long planks between the floor and the beam to support 
the walls. The verticals are composed of wide planks at the north and south ends and the center, narrower in 
the inner positions. Vertical beaded boards form the stationary sections of the partition, including the entire 
south section, the lower section of first floor wall, and the upper section at the gallery level. Three sliding 
sections compose the center section of the walls in the three central and northem sections of the partition. 
Weighted to slide up and down as needed, each of these sliding sections is constmcted with four stiles and 
three rails that create spaces for twelve flat panels. At the gallery level, the old comer stair was closed and a 
length of the pews was removed, to allow circulation from the new doors from the new porch. Those doors 
appear to have been formerly exterior doors, perhaps the double-leafed door first used on the primary south 
elevafion. 

(continued) 
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In 1853 another round of repair was undertaken, continuing the process of improving the building's 
finish. On the exterior, three walls were covered in clapboards, the south, the north, and the west, (photo #1) 
New windows were also installed on the main block, of box constmction, with a cap composed of a thick 
toms, a fillet, and a cove and bead, and plain sill and stiles. Four were installed on each of the east and west 
walls and two on the south front, employing larger panes of glass in a 6/6 arrangement. These window 
surrounds survive on the main block and their sash survive on the east wall of the main block. On the porch, 
the earlier plank cases were retained but fitted with new 6/6 sash; sash survives on the east wall. Blinds were 
added to the windows as well. On the interior, the improvement of the first floor continued. The walls at this 
level were furred out to cover the frame and a new floor was installed. New benches were installed, with three 
benches along the north wall, elevated and tiered as elders' benches, and four rows of facing benches set on 
the floor. Il is not certain that the present configuration was established at this time, since the floor was again 
replaced. The simple open-back benches have the ogee arms that characterize mid-19''̂  century work, (photo 
#4) 

With the decline in membership and the closing of the meeting in 1876, no work is known to have 
been done on the meetinghouse unfil 1929, when the building was purchased and repaired by Gilbert H. West 
and Horace T. Fogg. Tliree sills were replaced and the post ends were repaired; some of the window sash 
appear to have been replaced at this time, along the east wall of the main block and the west wall of the porch. 
Nearly sixty years later, in 1988, similar repairs were undertaken to repair the exterior wall cover, the 
chimney, and the first floor boards. The Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse has been well protected by its 
stewards and survives as an exceptionally well-preserved example of early ecclesiastical architecture, an 
outstanding resource within the Commonwealth and New England. 

Archaeological Description 

While no ancient Native American sites are recorded on the meetinghouse property, sites may be 
present. Eleven sites are recorded in the general area (within one mile). Environmental characteristics of the 
property represent locational criteria (slope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the 
presence of Native sites. The meetinghouse is located on a well drained, level to moderately sloping ground 
moraine within 1,000 feet of wetlands. Soils in the area are sandy, formed in glacial till, and very stony. 
Stones on the surface range from one to three feet in diameter. Stony soils may adversely affect the site 
sensitivity for this area. Floodplain wetlands of the North River are located southwest of the property. The 

(continued) 
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North River is part of the South Coastal drainage area. Given the above information, the small size of the 
nominated property (0.75 acres) and historic land use, a moderate potential exists for locating ancient Native 
American resources on the nominated property. 

A high potential exists for locating historic archaeological resources on the meetinghouse property. Structural 
evidence may survive from the "little meetinghouse" built on the east side of the meetinghouse by 1725, then 
removed in 1779. Stmctural evidence may also survive from bams, horse sheds, carriage sheds, and 
outbuildings that may have existed on the property. At least one horse shed (date unknown) is pictured in 
historic views of the meetinghouse. Occupational-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist in the 
area surrounding the meefinghouse. The wider east side of the woodshed (1841) located off the northeast 
comer of the meetinghouse originally contained a privy; other privies may also exist. The area immediately 
surrounding the meetinghouse may also contain structural evidence and other types of archaeological features 
related to the original construction of the meetinghouse (1706) and remodeling that occurred in 1833 and 
1853. Unmarked graves are also likely on the nominated property, especially within and around the periphery 
of the existing burying ground. 

(end) 
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Part 8 Significance 

The Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse is the oldest surviving Quaker meetinghouse in Massachusetts, 
and likely to be the fourth oldest in New England, after Newport (1699), Portsmouth (1700), and Saylesville 
(1704) in Rhode Island. It is further distinguished by the exceptional survival of its gallery rails and benches, 
probably the oldest meetinghouse fittings to survive in the entire region. The building was remodeled twice in 
the 19''̂  century, bringing it into the then current form for Friends meetinghouses, with an entry porch with two 
entries and a divided meeting room, both representing the denominational emphasis on the equality of the 
genders. The meetinghouse is located in southeastem Massachusetts, one of the strongholds of Friends within 
the Commonwealth of Congregationalists, and testament to the regional tradition of dissent. The Pembroke 
Friends Meetinghouse therefore meets criteria A and C of the National Register for Historic Places at the local 
and state level of significance. The property retains integrity of location, setting, feeling, association, 
materials, design, and workmanship. 

The Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse is located in Pembroke, Plymouth County, Massachusetts, in the 
northem section that was originally part of the town of Scituate. This section of Massachusetts was first 
settled in 1620 at Plymouth, and the area was a separate colony until 1685 when it was incorporated into the 
Massachusetts Bay as Plymouth County. During the 1630s, new towns were established in the colony, 
including Scituate in 1633, Duxbury in 1637, and Marshfield in 1640. As population increased and settlement 
moved westward from the coast, once large towns were subsequently divided into smaller ones, including the 
fonnation of Pembroke in 1712. Like other towns in southeastem Massachusetts, Pembroke's economy rested 
on agriculture and shipbuilding through the 18"̂  and 19"̂  centuries, with a landscape of dispersed farmsteads 
and few villages. Although no railroad served the town, these pursuits were complemented by small-scale 
manufacturing and later focused on cranberries and poultry. More recently the town has experienced intense 
suburban development. 

The Society of Friends is but one example of the variety of dissenters, including the Pilgrim settlers of 
Plymouth and the Puritans of Massachusetts, which played a role in the English Protestant Reformed tradition. 
These dissenters hoped to purge the established Church of England of remnants of "popish" ritual and 
practice, by reestablishing many of the simpler traditions of the early church and by relying more heavily on 
preaching and on evidence of individual conversion. With the increased availability of the English vemacular 

(continued) 
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Bible, they used knowledge of the Word of God to revive discipline and piety in both the laity and the clergy. 
They downplayed the efficacy of works and made important changes in the liturgical year and the role of the 
sacraments in their order of worship. The Society of Friends were among the most radical of these groups and 
took root in the north of England during the early 17"̂  century, its adherents known for quaking with the truth 
of God. Quaker theology emphasized guidance from the "inner light" and rejected hierarchy, sacraments, and 
paid ministers in their worship, hidividuals who spoke the tmth addressed public gatherings 

of worshippers, and men and women took equal roles. In addition to the local weekly meeting, the Friends 
established a hierarchy of meetings, with neighboring groups meeting together on monthly basis, larger areas 
coming together on a quarterly basis, and all New England meetings coming together for the yearly meeting at 
Newport. In addition to worship, business meetings handled Quaker discipline, separately for men and for 
women. This distincfive organization of Friends meetings, a pyramid of meetings for worship and business, 
helped the group to grow and flourish. 

Massachusetts Bay was notorious for its poor treatment of Quaker missionaries when they arrived in 
New England in the 1650s, but Plymouth Colony presented a more open environment and Quaker 
missionaries found a region ripe for "convincing." Meetings in this area began as early as 1660, and when 
New England Friends were first organized into meetings in 1672, one of the meetings was located in nearby 
Duxbury. By 1678 the first meetinghouse was built for a group of Friends in Scituate and the meeting then 
took that name. As the population of the area expanded, a second meetinghouse was constructed in 1706, at 
first known as Scituate upper meetinghouse, to distinguish it from the older lower meetinghouse, and later 
known as the Pembroke Meetinghouse. Robert Barker was appointed to build the meetinghouse, although it is 
unclear whether he did the building or acted as undertaker; Barker also donated the land for the meetinghouse. 
Over the next century and a half the Pembroke friends expanded their lot three times, purchasing small lots in 
1753, 1814, and 1855. Although conversions were early in this section of Massachusetts, later expansion was 
focused further to the south along the coast of Massachusetts and particularly in Rhode Island. At the head 
was the New England Yearly Meeting in Newport, while at the bottom local or preparative meetings came 
together weekly for worship, as at these meetings in Scituate and Pembroke. Monthly and quarterly meetings 
were established for business and discipline, located where Friends were most numerous. Pembroke served as 
a monthly meeting under the Sandwich Quarterly Meeting, and remained active until the third quarter of the 
19"' century. 

(continued) 
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The Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse is an important document in the development of Quaker 
architecture in New England and along the Atlantic coast. Its early date makes it a rare example of the early 
phases of Quaker meetinghouse development, and its changing form demonstrates the mix of regional 
traditions and denominational requirements that characterizes early ecclesiastical architecture. Like most New 
England meetinghouses, those built by Quakers drew on the tradition of the auditory room plan, a design that 
emphasized the ability of the congregants to hear the preaching of the Word and distinguished the Protestant 
fonn of worship from the sacramental style of Roman Catholic services. Thus their buildings were more 
nearly square than earlier churches, consisting of a single open space within which the several denominations 
made adjustments to accommodate the particular requirements of their order of worship, placing greater or 
lesser emphases on the liturgical spaces assigned to preaching, communion, and baptism. In New England, 
meetinghouses were most commonly constmcted of wood, within the timber-framing tradition of the region 
that included large articulated framing members. Research on Congregational meetinghouses of this period, 
by far the most numerous, shows that most were rectangular in shape under a gable roof, although few of these 
survive from the first century of settlement. Square buildings formed a significant group, with larger 
examples topped by a high hip roof The best-known Congregational meetinghouse to survive from this 
period, Old Ship in Hingham (NR, NHL, 1966), takes this form. 

The Pembroke Meetinghouse, like other buildings constructed by Friends, shared many of the features 
of regional New England meetinghouses of other denominations. Quakers opposed the superfluous ornament 
of other meetinghouses and "steeple houses," and they eschewed the towers and even the classical door 
treatments commonly employed on New England meetinghouses. The rather plain buildings were often 
square or nearly so, constmcted of wood, and well executed. The front and rear walls were built parallel to the 
roof ridge, with a primary entry in the center of the front wall, usually facing south, and secondary entries on 
the gable ends. These buildings, like houses of the period, are further distinguished by the articulation and 
decoration of their frames, with smooth surfaces and fine chamfers on their posts, beams, and other framing 
members. Consistent with its early date, the Pembroke Meetinghouse in its original form was topped by a high 
hip roof, and its frame was richly decorated, making it similar in form and finish, i f not in size, to the earliest 
configuration of the Newport Friends Meetinghouse. The primary entry was likely in the south wall, the 
common pattem in early meetinghouses, but later changes probably destroyed that evidence when the porch 
was constructed in 1833. During the repairs of 1988, evidence of a door on the west side of the building was 
uncovered, including two studs fitted into the sole surviving sill and a splice in the sill, commonly coinciding 
with wear and weather. This westem door is likely to have been secondary. Physical evidence of a stair in the 

(continued) 
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southeast comer is still visible, in the termination of the gallery benches and in the flooring. On the first floor, 
the frame and walls have been covered, but examination of the fabric behind these furred-out walls showed 
early if not original lath and plaster applied directly to the planks between the posts. 

Unlike other New England denominations, in Quaker meetinghouses no particular liturgical spaces on 
the interior were emphasized with ornament. Friends' services excluded the familiar liturgical elements of 
Bible readings or sermons and Friends sat quietly and relied primarily on spontaneous speaking in their 
service. Elders of the meeting sat on a bench facing the rest of the congregation, a substitute for the richly 
decorated high pulpit found in many other meetinghouses. At Pembroke, the platform for elders' seating is 
likely to have been located in the traditional position on the rear or north wall and the floor may have been 
filled with benches. The remainder of the congregation sat on benches separated by gender, with men on one 
side of the meetinghouse, and women and young children on the other. Pembroke is extraordinary for the 
survival of benches in the gallery, as very few meetinghouse fittings survive in situ from before the middle of 
the 18"̂  century. Only small sections of earlier fabric are known to survive, carved pulpit panels from 
Medfield, MA, and shadow-molded pew panels from Marblehead, MA, and Bristol, RI. The rarity of fittings 
of this period makes it difficult to assess their enrichment across denominations. It is, however, important to 
note the clearly outstanding character of the frame's chamfers, equal to any at Old Ship or within surviving 
houses in the region, and serving as a reminder that not all omament was forbidden. Later 18"̂  century 
Friends meetinghouses seem to have employed simpler interior fittings, avoiding the raised paneling 
commonly used for box pews and gallery breasts in other denominations, but it is not clear this would have 
been the case earlier in the colonial period. 

Since Quakers used their meefinghouses for both regular worship and for business meetings, the 
buildings often included separate rooms or small additions for these discussions. During business meefings, 
men and women met separately to review their conduct and their adherence to Quaker discipline. Small 
additions to Friends meetinghouses were common in the 18"̂  century, often providing space for separate 
women's business meetings. At Pembroke, the documentary and physical evidence of a "little meetinghouse" 
is an example of this trend, built by 1725 and removed in 1779. It is likely to have been located on the east 
side of the building where, during the 1988 repair, evidence of lath and plaster was found on the now exterior 
face of the plank walls. It may have been served by the chimney, where the bulge on the east side may be 
evidence of an earlier firebox. The presence of heat in this section of the meetinghouse is of particular 
interest, consistent with other meetings' constmction of a "winter house" and suggesting that these spaces 
could serve a number of purposes during a cold New England winter. In 1811 the Pembroke meeting bought 

(continued) 
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its first stove and in 1813 decided to lay boards across the open space at the level of the gallery, another 
accommodation to cold weather that made a smaller space easier to heat. 

By the middle of the 19"̂  century, and after over a century in use, the Pembroke Friends Meetinghouse 
was undoubtedly in need of repair and remodeling to reflect current Quaker practice and local taste. 
Beginning in the Delaware Valley late in the 18"̂  century, the earlier asymmetrical arrangement of spaces was 
replaced by the 'doubled' plan that has come to signify the Quaker meeting. That new plan acknowledged 
gender equality for business meetings by providing two separate but equal-sized spaces within a single 
\ olume. This yielded the familiar form for a Quaker meetinghouse, a single building with separate doors for 
men and women and a simple interior divided in two by movable panels. In Pembroke, this shift was 
accomplished in 1833, when the old-fashioned hip roof was removed, a porch was added on the south entry, 
and an intemal partition was installed. The present gable roof created a more common profile for the building 
and the alterations to windows, eaves, and walls all brought the building into line with the treatment of period 
buildings in the region. The porch included two entries, one for each gender, and on the interior was divided 
into two halls and stairs to the gallery. With the new stair locafion, the original single interior stair was 
removed, providing more space in the meeting room and gallery. Of particular importance, a partifion was 
added from ceiling to floor, with three large paneled sections that slide up and down, separating and joining 
the two sides as necessary. 

A variety of other projects were undertaken at the meetinghouse over the next several decades of the 
19"̂  century, suggesting that the Pembroke Meeting remained strong. In 1841, the meefing voted the 
constmction of the woodhouse, a small gable-roofed building closely adjacent to the northeast comer of the 
meetinghouse. Covered in clapboards, the building was divided in two on the interior, including a privy and a 
storage place for wood. More work was completed on the meefinghouse in 1853, to repair the underpinnings 
that were deteriorated because of their shallow footings, and to provide new six-over-six sash for most of the 
windows. Although the meeting ordered eight new windows, and "to dispense with two front and two back 
windows," it appears that ten were added and only the back ones seem to have been closed. The main floor of 
the meetinghouse was further improved with new plaster on furred out walls, which covered most of its 
framing. New slip pews were installed, which survive today. Tliree rows of these pews were arranged on the 
north wall, with two rows on raised platforms, presumably serving as elders bench. Facing these were four 
rows for the main body of the congregation. The surviving stones in the burying ground also date to this 
period, primarily. The property also once included horse sheds, pictured in historic views of the 

(continued) 
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meetinghouse, but their date is not known. These images suggest that the building resembled others 
constructed near meetinghouses, long narrow buildings under a low shed roof, with a series of open bays with 
angled comers serving as stalls. 

Numbers in attendance must have been falling as the 19'*̂  century progressed, as the meeting was 
described as "very much reduced in numbers by death and removals to other meetings," and like many 
religious groups, women outnumbered men. This meefing was comparatively isolated from other Friends 
meetings, clustered further to the south and west. In 1876, the meeting was "laid down," and its members 
transferred to New Bedford or Sandwich. Meetings were held occasionally over the tum of the century, and 
while local historians in the area were concemed about its fate, little action was taken. Then in 1929, interest 
in the old meetinghouse was led by wealthy residents Horace T. Fogg and Gilbert H. West and more repairs 
were undertaken. In 1934, the building was recorded as part of the Historic American Buildings Survey. The 
Pembroke Friends Meeting Association was formed and that group held the meetinghouse until 1974. Its 
ownership was then transferred to the Pembroke Historical Society. The meetinghouse was occasionally used 
for worship by a group under the Cambridge Monthly Meeting from 1964 to 1979 and under the Sandwich 
Monthly Meeting from 1988 to 1992. In 1988, the Pembroke Historical Society received a grant from the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission to stabilize the building. At that time, significant research was 
conducted on the meetinghouse by local citizens, summarized and expanded by architectural historian James 
Kyprianos. Since that time, the importance of the meetinghouse has become more generally known. The 
Pembroke Meetinghouse is an exceptional resource of the town and the Commonwealth, and its listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places is long overdue. 

Archaeological Significance 

While numerous ancient Native American sites have been recorded in the Pembroke/North River area, 
few have been systematically or intensively studied, limiting their level of interpretation. Many sites remain 
undocumented with locational information only. Collections research has contributed some infonnation 
relating to cultural chronologies, tool technologies, and site type/function based on inferences from artifact 
tool types and location; however, these collections may reflect collector bias for locations and materials and 
usually lack intrasite provenance. Professional archaeological surveys and excavations conducted over the last 
30 years as part of cultural resource management studies have contributed additional information, however, 
among over 2,000 such studies conducted statewide in Massachusetts, only 11 were in Pembroke. Given the 
above information, pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Pembroke remain poorly documented. 

(continued) 
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Any surviving sites on the meetinghouse property or in the town have the potential to contribute valuable 
information relating to the town's Native American history and settlement of the North River drainage. 

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information related to the 
early phase of Quaker development in Massachusetts. Archaeological survey and testing may document land 
use of the property prior to constmction of the meefinghouse and evidence of acfivities and structures built 
after 1706 that no longer survive. Stmctural evidence and archaeological features may exist in the area 
immediately surrounding the meetinghouses that identify Quaker constmcfion techniques and earlier 
architectural features of the meetinghouse that no longer exist today. Archaeological remains are particularly 
important since they may help reconstmct the original meefinghouse as it was built in 1706. Archaeological 
evidence may also help document early Quaker architecture in New England and along the Atlantic coast. 
Similar infonnation may also survive from bams, carriage/horse sheds, or other outbuildings that may have 
been present. A woodshed (1841) currently exists on the property; however, evidence of earlier and/or later 
structures may also exist. Detailed analysis of the contents of occupational-related features may contribute 
important social, cultural, and economic insights into early Quaker lifeways in southeastem Massachusetts. 
Important infomiation may exist that documents the ways in which Quaker lifeways and religion varied from 
other groups of dissenters in Massachusetts and in English Protestant religion. 

Unmarked graves may also contribute important information related to the evolution and layout of the 
meetinghouse facility. Identification and testing of unmarked graves can help define accurate boundaries for 
the burial ground and its period of use. Detailed analysis of skeletal remains and the contents of graves may 
contribute an accurate date for the initial use of the burial ground possibly before or after constmction of the 
meetinghouse. Osteological study of skeletal remains may also contribute descripfive information relating to 
the physical characteristics of the Pembroke Society of Friends and the overall health and pathologies that 
affected that population. Information may exist that indicates how non-Quakers; buried in the burial ground, 
were treated by the Quaker community. 

(end) 
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Part 10 

Boundary description: 

The property boundaries are drawn on the attached assessors map of the Town of Pembroke. 

Boundary justiflcation: 

The proposed boundaries are those historically associated with the property. 
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1706, 1833, 1853 

1841 

18'^. 

clapboard 

clapboard 

18"̂  c. 

B/C 

B/C 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photographer: Thomas Paske 
Date: 2001 

1. Exterior, view of south and east elevations, and wood shed. 
2. Interior, first floor, looking north 
3. Exterior, view of north and west elevations, woodshed and burying ground 
4. Interior, gallery, looking northwest 
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