











NPS Form 10-900

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Piaces
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type ail entries—complete appiicable sections

1. Name

historic People's Unitarian Church

and/or common People's Unitarian Church (VYO04-5)

2. Location

Street & number 1640 '"""stx"et—

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Fa NS use aly

recdved """ 6 194

dateentered JJI™ | 4 934

na not for publication

city, town Ord na vicinity of
state Nebraska code 031 county Valley code 175
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object JOKin process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military _X- other: vacant

4. Owner off Property

Roye and Nancy Lindsay

nane
dregt & numbe Route // 1
city, town Burwaell X vicinity of

5. Location off Legal Description

ocourthouse, reggry o desds ec. Cotinty Clerk

dreg & numbea Val |l ey County Courthouse

city, town Ord

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

"tie Nebraska Historir. Ru lding .Sirvpy “\as this propaty bean daamined digble?

date On-going
depodtary for aurvey records Nebraska State Historical Society

city, town Lincoln

X federal

state Nebraska 68823

State Nebraska

yes no

state county local

gate Nebraaka



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered Xorigina site
good ruins X altered noved date na
x fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The People's Unitarian Church i s perhaps oneof the nost unusual church buildings
in Nebraska, Thefirst level isasquare plan with brick wall material; the second floor
is octagon-shaped andcovered i nwooden shingles. Thesecond floor houses onelarge
room the meeting hall for church services. Theintegrity of the building i s good.
Al t hough the bulldiiiig has served various functions since the closing of the church, the
exterior andthe meeting hall are little changed.

Brick wall material onfirst level, wooden shingle wall material on second floor
and i n gables; square shape onfirst, octagonal on second; twostories; polygonal hipped
roof with four gabled dormers; central bayonfirst level of main (south) facade projects
fromthe main entrance; first floor i sslightly below grade; fifteen-over-fifteen pane
W ndows with promn;ent|<Palladian w.nd"9ws;pnrthe fovir conpass.-potiat walls of the second
floor; 1901; the room arrangement,on the ,fliT& .floor ha? bjeen changed, the exterior and
second floor are relatively unchanged; W Illiam Wentworth, Ord, builder.

The second floor i s oneopen octagonal -shaped roomthirty-seven feet i n diameter
with a domed ceiling. Thestaircase rises along the south (main entrance) wall andi s de-
coratively topped with balustrade andfinials (see photo # 6). Theeight w ndows, includ-
ing the four large Palladian windows, andthe tall ceiling help create the feelingof
a light, airy space, inarelatively small room

The first floor i s about three feet below grade and was originally divided into
library, reading room kitchen, furnace roomeand cloak room It waslast used as an
apartment, but iscurrently vacant.

None of the various sources checked has revealed the nane of anarchitect. Theplans
presumably originated locdlly, for it does not,appear that the policy of the Unitarian
Church nationally was t osupply church plans. Also, octagon churches are rare in the
denom nation. A newspaper article of the time credits the pastor, Vayn™ P. Smith with
" . laying plans andraising funds for . . . anewchurch building". However ,
it isunclear i fthis means designing the building.

Val l ey County Times, July 5, 1901, p.: 2.



8. Signifficance

Peri od Areas of Significance—€heck and justify bel ow
prehistoric archeol ogy- prehistoric comuni ty pl anni ng | andscape ar chitecturereligion
1400- 1499 archeol ogy-hi storic conservation | aw sci ence
1500- 1599 agriculture econoni cs literature scul pture
1600-1699 X architecture education mlitary _X_social/
1700- 1799 art engi neering nusi ¢ hurmani tari an
1800- 1899 conmer ce expl oration/ sett| enent phi | osophy t heat er
_X_ 1900- comuni cat i ons i ndust ry pol i ti cs/ gover nnent transportation
i nvention other (specify)
Specific dates 19Q Bui | der/ Archi t ect Wiliam Wentworth, Od, Nebraska

Stat ement of Significance(in one paragraph)

The People's Unitarian Church of Ordis significant tothearchitectural heritage
of thestate as one of t hefewoctagonal buildings and one of two exanples inreligious
architecture. Thebuilding is distinctive inthe different shape andmaterial of each
floor, which reflect the different functions of the church. The Unitarian Church has
had fewchurches or societies in Nebraska; this building i s one of twoold enough t o be
eligible for the National Register.

Unitarian societies are known t ohave been organized i n five Nebraska communities,
however, Lincoln, Od, and Qraha are the only cities known t ohave extant Unitarian Church
buildings. Thefirst Unitarian Church of Qraha andthe People's Church at Ordaret he
only ones which meet thefifty-year criterion of the National Register. The Qmha church
was listed in the National Register on 3-20-80; with this nomnation al | eligible, known.
Unitarian churches in the state have been nom nated.

The Ordchurch was first orgainzed in early 1899when the Rev. A H Tyrer was
compel led toresign fromthe Episcopal Church because of his liberal views. Soneof
his parishioners left thechurch with hi mandhired hi mt opreach. A Unitarian Society
was organized shortly thereafter.! Plans for a church building were started in 1901
with thesite selected in April2 and excavation beginning in August. The dedication was
hel d Novenber 11, 1901. The final cost was about $2,500. The church maintained mnisters
from 1900t o 1909, but financial problems continued toplague thecongregation. By
1911, services were discontinued. The association was di shanded i n1914 and t he building
was sold t othe Commodore Foote Post No. 40 of the Grand Arny of the Republic.

The building served as a club and meeting hall for the GAR until 1921 and then
for the American Legion, OrdFidelity Post No. 38, until 1961. | t then housed various
comrerci al uses andthe privately-operated Valley County Miseumuntil purchased by t he
present owners in September, 1982.

Several octagonal buildings are known in Nebraska; two houses, two churches, barns,
sale bams, pavillions, etc.; however, extant exanples are rare. The two houses (W Iliam
Nutter House, rural Buffalo County andt heGeorge F. Lee House, rural Ooe County, NRP
11-23-77), were built i nthe 1870's and 80' sand are, therefore, different in period of
construction andoriginal use. The other extant octagon church (the First Congregational
Church, U. C. C, Naponee, Franklin County, NRHP, 9-14-82) is a one-story frame structure
built in 1887. Few octagonal buildings were erected or have survived in the state, which
enphasi zes thesignificance of this rare exanple inreligiousarchitecture.

A major variationbetween this building andother octagons is the different plan
and material on each floor. The octagonal portion was the neeting, hall on second floor;
the square first level was for thelibrary, reading room furnace, kitchen, etc. The
separate functions of each level are reflectedinthe different plans and materials.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences
See continuation sheet

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property less than one

Quadrangle name Ord, Nebr. Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Lot 5, Block 28, Original Town, City of Ord, Valley County, Nebraska, the
property historically associated with this building.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state A code county code
state NA code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite Penelope Chatfield Sodhi, Preservation Historian

organization Nebraska State Historical Society dae March 1984
street & number 1500 "R" Street telephone (402) 471-3270
city or town Lincoln state Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
nationai state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 7lys/}AyuO 7N Niryjyt~" 5~/ 7 ]
title: pirector, Nebraska State Historical Society date
For NPS use only

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered in the date
Hatluaai fieglste*

r of the National Register

Attest date
Chief of Registration
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The various roons onthe first level may have required nore space than was required
in the hall. Newspaper articles indicate that the library andreading roons were con-
sidered important tothe mssion of the church, andconsidering the size of this level
compared tothe second floor this appears tobe true. Theminister, Wyne P. Smth,
wio nay have played arole in the design of the building, writes:

"The church that toils andwi ns nen for freedom and accuracy

of thought, nobility in character, andpure fellowship, is the

church that abides forever growi ng anddeveloping at every stage
of social progress. I't faces and seeks tomaster the new truths
of science, neweconomc, moral, religious andsocial conditions,
and insure men of the her(i)tage which is really theirs."3

The next month a notice in the newspaper stated the lower level will be "used for a
reading roomin which will probably be placed an extensive library."4 Earlieri n
My, the newspaper discussed the plans for the new Central Church in Chicago which
included a twelve tofifteen story building with roons for settlement work, library
and reading, billiards andpool, kindergarten, andother educational activities.
These ideas may have influenced the Ordchurch nmenbers.

A library was established in the church; it was called the OrdUnity Free Library,
a public library. Wen the church building was sold tothe GAR, the library
went with it andapparently continued for a fewyears. After the First World War,
however, the library was not maintained. The OrdTownship Library was organized i n
1922, andthe books remaining fromthe Unity Library were turned over tothe newpublic
organi zation.5 Although the Unity Library was not the first attenpt at a public library
in Od, itwas aninportant part of the city's library devel opnent.

o'oletter. M ngerson Coonbs, President, Unitarian Association of Ord, to National
Unitarian Association, Boston, Massachusetts, August 30, 1899. Original
in the Andover-Harvard Theological Library, Harvard Divinity School, Canbridge,
Mass.

"Valley County Times, April 26, 1901, p. 8: 4.

Val l ey County Times, July 12, 1901, p. 1: 2.

"Valley County Times, August 23, 1901, p. 5: 3.

AOrd Quiz, April 3, 1940
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Letters, M ngerson Coonbs, president, Unitarian Association of Ord, to National Unitarian
Association, Boston, August 30, 1899, and letter from Benjamn Bridgford to M. St.
John, September 22, 1901. Located at Andover-Harvard Theol ogical Library, Harvard
Divinity School, Canbridge, Massachusetts.

Lindsay, Nancy. Nebraska Historic Sites Survey Form- The People's Unitarian Church of
Ord. April, 1983.

Monroe, Lynn Lewi s, "American Octagons,” Early American Life, April, 1983, pp. 45-50.
Od Quiz, April 3, 1940.
Od Quiz, Novenber 18, 1982,

Vall ey County Tinmes, April to Novenber, 1901.
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PuMcAeqtMdon
4 Owner of Property

B. Loeation ef Legal Description

8. Representation in CxMbig SvTMyt

Has this propertv been determined ellgifale? o yat *no

7. Descriptton

CondMon

exnllent . °
good nilM .
fair .

Describe the present and arial nal (if known) altvtiGal

summary paragraph
oompietenass

clarity
aheratioits/Antegrity
datas
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness, 'l \ MAN

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
« justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

* Maps e
« Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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MARVIN F. KIVETT Phone (402) 471-3270 1500 R STREET, BOX 82554
DIRECTOR-SECRETARY LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68501
May 7, 1984
Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of
Historic Places

1100 "L" Street, NN

Washington, DO C 20240

RE. People's Unitarian Church
Ord, Nebraska

Dear Ms. Shull:

Please find enclosed theNational Register of Historic Places
noi nination form for the above naned property. This nom nation has
met al | notification and other requirements, as established i n36
CFR Part 60. Also enclosed i stheletter for Part | certification.

If you have any questions regarding thenom nation, please |et

us know.
Sincerely,
TP\71  2%7Jr
Marvin F. Kivett
State Historic Preservation Officer
MFK: | p
encs.
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