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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Breck's Mill area is three miles northwest of Wilmington on
the Brandywine and has three different types of buildings that

exemplify the industrial communlty of early 19th Century: The Mill;
The Workers' houses; The Mill Owner's Home.

From the outside Breck's Mill has been 1little changed since it
was rebuilt in {g;g Badly damaged by fire in 1846, it was rebuilt
as before within six weeks. It is a large sturdy construction, 55 fee
by 43 feet, three stories high of random stone with five bays. Brick
flat arches are over the windows. The stone bell tower has its fifth
story of br1ck with louvered sides. Early photos show the top of the
bell tower as flat. ‘Tt ndw has a pitched roof as does the main
bulldlng of the Mlll.ﬁ L

Ciose ‘to the mill is an area of small domestic buildings that
originally housed the workers for the nearby mills and trades people
to service their needs. These were small single or double houses
unlike the long row houses, the "Banks," on the other side of the rive
Rectangle in shape, built of stone or clapboard with shed roof and
dormers, they had simple wooden porches centered in front of the house
with wooden stairs, square balusters and square columns. The Charles
I. duPont house on the north end of the Creek Road is this type house
although a bit more substantial and generous in its proportions. It
is of random field stone. In the case of Hagee's Tavern, the porch
was two story. Inside, the floor plan was a simple division of two
or three rooms downstairs and upstairs. There is a chimney on each
end of the house. Fifteen buildings remain from the mill working
times, not including Breck's Mill or the mill owner's house, '"Rokeby."
These original structures, most of which are greatly modified for
contemporary living, are indicated by shading in the accompanying map.
Only one is not in its original site: The Kennett Pike Toll House
has been moved from the northwest corner of Breck's Lane and Kennett
Pike and is now incorporated as part of No. 198 “Breck's Lane.

"Rokeby" was built in 1836 for Gabrielle du Pont when she married
William Breck, then part owner of the mill that still carries his
name. This late Federal house is rectangular in plan, measuring
55 feet across and 26 feet 4 inches deep. It is entered through a
small portico with two Ionic columns on plinths. The entrance side is
two story. - Opposite the long rectangular entrance hall are two iden-
tical marble mantels with marble shelves. Two bays open on to a
porch with a two story portico overlooking the Brandywine. This
portico measures 9 feet by 34 feet 9 inches. A family story says
that Gabrielle wished to imitate Louviers and sent architects to
measure the house (said to be upper, but portico indicates lower).
They measured the inside and applied those measurements to the outside
of the new house. Hence, everything was more condensed in the new
structure and llttle room was left for the stairway. Although ex-
tended by Alice 'du’ Pont " Wllson when she moved into it in 1911, it
still has a cramped aspect.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Breck's Mill area is an excellent example.of an early 19th
Century industrial village. Around 1813 large mills were being
built on the Brandywine due to advanced technical skills that could
dam the river and due, too, to the larger demands of the American
markets cut off from Europe by the 1812 War. Louis McLane and his
brother-in-law, George Milligan, bought the mill site from Vincent
Gilpin in 1813 and built the large stone mill that is now known as
Breck's Mill. As in other industrial area the 19th Century factory
was to grow where earlier 18th Century mills had been. Gilpin had
had a saw mill and a grist mill near to where the large stone mill
was built. McLane used all these mills for cotton production.
Louis McLane was to become Senator, United States Minister to England,
Secretary of the Treasurer, and Secretary of State. Various subse-
quent tenants ran the mill. 1In 1832, William Breck became one of
the partners to take over the mill, marryd in 1836, the niece of
Charles I. du Pont and becoming hls jpanager when Chgr es I. gu Pont
who had been involved since his youth in the woolen 1ndustry at the
Louviers Mills further up thqutream% brought woolen productlon to
Breck's Mill and the productlon of blankets. Fire and debts led to
loans from the du Pont Company which took over the property in 1852.
However, the mill ceased to function in 1854 prior to the more ‘wide -
spread depre551on of.1857~1858. It has been a recreatlonal center
off and on since 1890 and now belongs to the Hagley Muséum.’ Thé
nearby earlier grist mlll transformed and made part of the McLane
textile industry, was called Rokeby, after a poem of Sir Walter
Scott. It was used by the du Pont Company as its first experimental
station. It burned in 1906 and was not replaced.
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A characteristic of the early 19th Century industrial scene was
the compactness of the community. Close to the mill and the source
of its power, the river, weére the workers' houses and not far from
them the millowner's house. Although these houses have been modi-
fied and there are fewer of them, the feeling of the closely grouped
homes on the hillside can be found in the Breck's Mill area. Breck's
Lane runs into Creek Road, on the west bank of the river. At the
north end of this road is the house built by Charles I. du Pont, the
only house in this area that is in the Historic American Buildings
o Survey. On the south end of Creek Road is.Hagee's Tavern, the only
L building left with a commercial function. Breck's Mill area was




Primary Sources

261.
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Ibid., 1823.

American Watchman, July 4, 1826, p. 2, col. 3.
Announcement of sale in du Pont Museum Collection, safe compartment

Assessment List, Christiana Hundred, 1816, Delaware State Archives,
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Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 39° 46 23" 75° 35" 16"
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Eleanor M. Webster, Consultant
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store,

cooperage,

and tavern.,
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- known as Henry Clay Village, named for the statesman who
championed higher tariffs and was a hero of mill areas.
village was complete with hotel, railway station, post office,

This
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Primary Sources

Documents relative to the manufactures in the United States, collected
and transmitted to the house of Representatives, in compliance
with a Resolution of January 19, 1832 by the Secretary of the
Treasury. (2 vols. Washington, D.C., 1833), II, 796-797.

Laws of Delaware, IX, 395 and 399. (Incorporation that,éﬁdws whdt'y*\

buildings were on property.)

New Castle County Deed Record A-5-359.

Ibid., Record V-4-272. oy

Ibid., Record C-5-245, ' R

Old Stone Office Records-Wool, Eleutherian Mills Historical Libfafy,
Greenville, Wilmington, Delaware. Contains correspondence of
Charles I. duPont too numerous to list.

Rokeby Manufacturing Company, Miscellaneous Petitions, 1841, Delaware
State Archives, Dover, Delaware.

Maps & Surveys

Historic American Buildings Survey, National Park Service, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C., 1941.

Mill Sites May c.1822. Now in the rare-book room of the Eleutherian
Mills Historical Library, Greenville, Delaware.

New Castle County Regional Planning Commission, "Historic Buildings
and Areas, A County Comprehensive Development Plan Background
Study." County Engineering Building, Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington,
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Secondary Sources

Bennett, George Fletcher, Early Architecture of Delaware, Historical
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Canby, Henry Seidel, The Brandywine, Farrar & Rinehart, New York, 1941,

Eckman, Jeanette, et al., Delaware, A Guide to the First State, Federal
Writers's Project of the Work's Progress Administration, Viking,

New York, 1938.
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Unpublished Manuscripts
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Hagley Foundation, Research Paper, 1963.
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Breck's Mill Area--Description--2

On the garden facade, or river side, two Ionic columns support a v
pediment with center window. The house is three stories on this side,
with bays extending two stories in height. The plan of the house
remains basically the same with kitchen in the basement. Another
living wing has been recently extended on the North end. Many original
details remain such as the attractive single leaderhead with star
design and downspout in the South end of the house; also a fine floral
motif of plaster cornice running through both front parlors. Close

to the South of the house is the handsome rubble stone barn, measuring
60 feet by 40 feet and mentioned in early documents.

Boundary Description

All that land bounded on the North by Barley Mill Road, on the East

by the centerline of Brandywine Creek and by the bridge over Brandywine
Creek at Rising Sun Lane, on the South by the Reading Railroad tracks,
and on the West by Delaware Routes 52 (Kennett Pike) and 100.
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