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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In 1861 the east wing of this house was begun by A. W. Sheperd, a

La Crosse mason contractor. In 1865 it was acquired by Mons Anderson
and its west wing was built. By 1877 it had been enlarged to its
present size.

Built of local, buff-colored stone, the two-story house has tall turrets
and presents a picturesque appearance. It is a Gothic Revival house with
a handsome ground-floor loggia on the north, and a castle-like turret on
the south side. The trim around windows and doors is partially stone

and partially dark-brown wood.

In the nineteenth century the house was the most elegant in La Crosse
with large gardens adjacent which contained pieces of sculpture. The
gardens no longer exist, though some of the sculpture has been saved
and can be seen in various other homes in La Crosse. The land adjacent
to the Mons Anderson house has been put to commercial uses. The house
served as the La Crosse Y.W.C.A. from 1906 to 1917. Today its interior
has been converted into apartments, but the exterior fabric remains
much as it originally appeared.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In its day, the Mons Anderson house was the most elegant in La Crosse.
Today the house is one of the finest mid-nineteenth century houses in
west-central Wisconsin. 1Its elaborate stonework, brackets and columns
are a striking composition. The Gothic Revival style is relatively
rare in Wisconsin houses, particularly in stone structures as sub-
stantial as this residence.

Mons Anderson was a Norwegian who came to La Crosse in 1851 having
lived first in Milwaukee and attended school there. Anderson began
his career in La Crosse as a clerk in S.T. Smith's store, but by

1852 he had bought Smith out and by 1856 he had opened a store of

his own. Between 1861 and 1870 he constructed the recently-demolished
Mons Anderson building, a Second-Empire structure which was the largest
"trade palace'" in La Crosse and one of the largest in the northern
Midwest. From 1885 on, Anderson dealt only in wholesale dry goods
with firms up and down the Mississippi. His trade was extensive and
on a large scale for its locale and he was important to the develop-
ment of La Crosse's economy. e




"Mons Anderson," History of La Crosse County, Wisconsin, 1881, pp. 733-4.

""Mons Anderson," Biographical History of La Crosse, Monroe, and Juneau
Counties, Wisconsin. Chicago: Lewis, 1892. p. 221.

Sanford, Albert H. and Hirshheimer, H.J. A History of La Crosse County,

Wisconsin, 1841-1900. La Crosse, La Crosse County Historical Society,
1951, pp. 181, 183, 193, 195,.198.

""Mons Anderson," Columbian Biographical Dictionary, 1895. PP. 598-600.
"Mons Anderson,"

isco sin Necrolo

LATITUDE AND LNONGITUDE COORDINATES )RDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE pro=erTy |0 DEFINING Thu CENTER POIN1 OF A PROPERTY
R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES _ _
CORNER D
LATITUDE LONGITUDE M l ). 5:4.9.419.9.9:4
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW -] » " [+ ’ ”» UTI[ (ZOIIE 15: » o v L
NE o » ” o ) ”
N ° ° 4,851,850 N.
r ” ” »
640,660 E.
SW Cl : . 2 4 . |
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: less than one //w;‘ ,
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR co !f
STATE: CODE | COUNTY //y/ \Q coDE
prrrn \
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: "“WV &ooa
4, o
- B A {\‘n = - S
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ARy S L’ 9}: . |, cboe
; f; ‘j
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ‘\\‘6’3\ "””UNAL 1 ¢copE
- VA .
\T A REG! ISTER i
\s" A

NAME AND TITLE:

Charlene Stant Engel, Preservation Planning Assistant

ORGANIZATION DATE

July 23, 1974

State Historical Society of Wisconsin
STREET AND NUMBER:

816 State Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Madison Wisconsin 53706 55
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