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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The building is presently three stpjri^js in height, the ground floor 
of coquina masonry construction, the jsecond and third of wood 
frame with clapboard siding. The house faces east on St. George 
Street with no set-back or sidewalk. It opens to the west or back 
into a landscaped patio area. At present the house can be considered 
early 19th century in character particularly in the framing and 
detailing of the wooden upper portions of the house. The ground 
floor is_characteristic of Spanish masonry practices. The earliest
reference to the house is in 176/1 when the owner, Rodrisuez,——--•-••-• ._.~^._- * tf '
added a large masonry roof, to the north of his older (?) frame 
house using the full balance of his property so that the addition 
touched the north property line. This masonry addition formed 
tHe^nucleus of the present building. By 1765 the wooden portion 
had evidently fallen into disrepair and the masonry section remained 
as an independent building. Sometime in the next ten years after 
its purchase in 179/"by Sanofoez it was ^nla^rgedjo the south to fill 
up the remaining half of the lot. It seems probable at this time a 
second story or loft was added with a pitched roof to replace the 
old fIaT15rie. Sometime^between 181/ and 1834 the low second 
story was removed and the present wood framing added. The only 
major alteration since that time wa's 'the replacement of the two 
east windows with large shop windows which in turn were removed 
and replaced by the present owner in
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The Rodriguez-Avero-Sanchez house is a prime example of 
the evolution of a Spanish house from a small single-room 
dwelling into the present three-story structure. It exhibits 
the typical St. Augustine architectural feature of street 
front construction with no set-back, utilizing the entire 
street frontage for domicile while using the rear portion 
of the lot for patio, garden, and "necessary. " Other archi­ 
tectural features of interest include wall and chimney 
flue-sharing with property on the south side, a common 
well in the patio between it and its neighbor to the south, 
typical Spanish masonry practices in the grounji floor 
walls, and early territorial period wood framing and 
details on the second and third floors.

Interpretatively it is important in that it forms a link in 
the Ave3?6 complex of buildings, being one of several held 
by that family in this area during the first Spanish Period 
(1565-1763).

(See Arnade 1961 for details on this complex. )
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Eugenia B. Arana, History of the Property at 52 St. George Street, St. 
Augustine, Fla. El Escribano, #46. January, 1963. 
St. Augustine Historical Society, St. Augustine, p. 8-15. 

Charles W. Arnade, "The Avero Story: An Early St. Augustine Family 
With Many Daughters and Many Houses". Florida Historical
Quarterly, Vol. XXXX, No. 1 pp. 1-34. 

Robert H. Steinbach, Archaeological and Architectural Examinations at 
52 St. George Street. Unpublished report. Historic St. 
Auerustine Preservation Board 1962
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of^his nomination is: 

National S^^/State Q Local Q

Title State Liaison Officer

Date December 18, 1970
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Florida
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'Sept. 22, 1970

CODE

- 12

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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