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1. Name

o Church of Christ ..c
historic

and or common P,.evere Masonic Temple

2. Location

Street & number 265 BeaCh Street N/A nOt for publication
city, town Phevere AAii?vicinity of
dae Massachusetts code 025 couty Suffolk code 025
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
_ building(s) private — unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process JE yes: restricted government scientific
ILZAbeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military JL other: vacant

4. Owner off Property

rre ~r. John Clark c/o North Suffolk Community Facilities, Inc,
street & number 301 Broadway

city, town Chelsea N/A yicinity of sae MA 02150
5. Location off Legal Description

couthouse, regidry of desds eéic. AMAMM'AN - County Registry of Deeds

drest & numbe Pemberton Square

cdty,tomn  Boston dae M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
titte of the Commonwealth #47 has this property been determined digible? yes X

1977

federal X state county local

) M assachusetts Historical Commission
depostary for arvey records 29/, Washington Street

_ Boston Mas sachusetts
city, town State

date
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In the shed-roofed east addition, two wi ndows, one paired and the other
single, punctuate the end walls. The hip-roofed addition contains another
entrance and five wi ndows, two of themrectangular with 44 sash and the
other three square windows with 6/1 sash. Simple wooden surrounds enclose
a.ll the windows in the east and west additions. The foundation of the
building is of stone masonry faced with brick and dates from the enlarge-
ment of 1888. Wth the exception of the massing and profile of the 1710
meetinghouse, the majority of the exterior design features (detailing,
sheathing, major fenestration) of the building derive from the Shingle
Style renovations of 1888. Exterior features dating from c.1940 are:
gabl e and gable wi ndow and ventilator in the west addition, and pedi mented
entry porch and glass block wi ndow on the north elevation.,

Interior Features: ' A b

The most notable feature of the building's interior is the timber frame of
the 1710 meetinghouse which is enclosed within thepresent structure.
Enconpassing the central auditorium space and the attic above, the frame

is covered over except in the attic. The structural franeincludes: corner
posts, four intermediate posts on each long side, north and south plates,
and two distinct roof truss systens--one to frame the end walls and one to
span the auditorium  The end walls are framed with single principal
rafters, tiebeans and studding. The four intermediate roof trusses consist
of "double principal rafters, one place approximately six inches below the
other, a king post and ti ebeam The double rafters are mortised into

both the king post and ti e beamas shown i n Photographs 5 and 6, and /
Diagram 1. Between nost sets of rafters are medially placed struts. The
spanning ti e beans are hewn into a gentle upward bow (see Photograph 7

an(? Diagram 1). Six common purlins are set into the top of the uppermost
rafters.

The frame is of oak. Maj or beans are approximately 12" x 12"; rafters~;are
per haps 6" x 7" Sone early finishes are attached to the frame. The roof
s sheathed with wide vertical boards and where visible, the rest of the
frame exhibits horizontal wide-board sheathing attached ijlth hand-wrought
nails. There is every reason to believe that this sheathing dates from
the construction of the meetinghouse in 1710. In one place, plaster on
riven lath can be seen. Hence, nmore 18th century interior finish may
exist within the walls of the auditorium

Among decorative interior features of the meetinghouse space, only a
handsonme wood- grained arch supported by panelled pilasters with Corinthian
capitals is of note. Located on the east walisof the auditorium this
arch nmust have formed part of the embellishment of the chancel in the 1888
renovation.

"7
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The nmeetinghouse, or auditorium space, occupies the second and third |evel
in the center of the building, itsnorth and south walls being exterior
walls. The rest of the building consists of auxiliary spaces added during
the remodelling of 1888: a kitchen, vestry and classroomwith astage built
underneath the meetinghouse when i twas raised up; a vestibule, new stair-
ways, a |adies parlor and several ante-rooms added to the west; and a
mnister's roomand organ loft over full basenent added to the east.

Original Appearence and Subsequent Alterations:

Wien constructed, in 1710, the Ruinmey Marsh meetinghouse (as the Church of
Christ was then known) stood two stories tall, measured 43'" x 35, and
featured a gable roof and sinple rectangular plan. An 1823 painting of
the meetinghouse (Figure 1) shows a structure with five bays, a double tier
of s?/m”retncally arranged wi ndows and a central entrance with pediment on
the facade. \While the entrahce pedinment my have been a later GCeorgian
addition, the"five ba)(] plan and double" tier w ndows can be presumed to be
that of 1710. A porch and tower and spire were added sonmetime in the 18th
century, perhaps 1 n conjunction withthe purchase of a bell proposed in 1748,
In 1823, the badly deterioratedspirewas replaced by an octagonal doned
cupola, which surmounted itstower until the 1888 renovations.

In 1856, the building was turned around 90° on itssite and remodelled in
the Italianate style after designs by Boston architect, Thomas Silloway.

A new pedinmented entrance porch was built enclosing the 18th centurK

tower and embellished with a substantial arched drip molding over the door-
way, corner pilasters, and long round-headed w ndows on the sides. The
two original tiers of windows I n the neetinghouse were renoved. W ndow
openings in the end bays were closed up. In the remaining bays, new [|onger
w ndows, the uppernmost ones with rounded heads, were installed. The
meet i nghouse was given corner Bilasters and the design was tied together by
a broad frieze running around both new and ol d parts of the building. O
the interior, a new pulpit was installed at the end rather than the side of
the building and seating was rearranged accordingly (see Figure 2).

In 1888, the-buildingwas enlarged and given nore or less its present
Shi n(kyle Style form The neetinghouse was raised up a story on its present
brick basenment and the east and west additionswere constructed.
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The entrance was noved t ot henorthwest corner andmarked by a porch

with | ow-sweeping roof. The minister's roomadded on t he northeast

corner hada similar |ow-sweeping roof. The existing tower was heightened
and given a pyramdal roof. Although theround-headed w ndows were
retained, all other features of t hel856 renovation were superseded. The
building was given a shingled exterior except foraccents of brickand
rough cut brownstone marKking thenewwalls below t he meetinghouse.
Simple shingled brackets and onerowof saw-toothed shingles becanet he
only decorative features (seeFigure 3).

Around 1940, t he Masoni ¢ Association,which purchased thebuildingi n 1919,
removed t hetower, raised thenorth slope of t hegable of thewest addition,
closed i ntheentry porch, covered over thelower tier of windows i n the
meeti nghouse, andreplaced theupper tier of round-headed wi ndows witht he
rectangul ar ones. There have been no further changes made t ot he structure.

Archaeol ogical Considerations:

No subsurface testing has been carried out. Famly tonbs (installed 1806,

removed 1912) and stables are mentioned i ntherecords andthere has been
activity onthesite since theearly 18thcentury. However, t he ground

has been substantiallydisturbed during theconstruction of new foundations
and retaining walls, andinstallation of asphalt parking areas. Fill may

have been used t oraise theground level behind theretaining walls.



8. Signifficance Church of Christ, Revere

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below _ o

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture X religion

1400- 1499 archeology-historic conservation |f°1W science

1500- 1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 X architecture education : military social/
~X 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
JL” 1800- 1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

icati i ' litics government transportation

Nee -191 communications industry po _

900-1919 invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1710; 1856; 1888 Builder/Architect 1856 - Thomas Silloway

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Church of Christ i sarchitecturally significant forits intact 1710
meetinghouse frame, which i sone of theearliest meetinghouses structures
surviving i nNew England; and as an illustration of themnneri n

which early buildings were updated t oreflect current architectura

nodes. Historically, thebuilding i simportant as the focus of

political and religious life i n18thcentury Rummey Marsh (now Revere)
and Chelsea (established as a town i n1738 with Rummey Marsh asMt s
center). The building also evidences theperceived need of its .
19th century congregation t o be housed i na stylish structure

The Church of Christ possesses integrity of location, materials,

wor kmanshi p and association. As a rare surviving early 18thcentury -3 -
meeti nghouse structure reflecting changing perceptions of architectura
fashion and forits associations with Rever's history, the Church

of Christ meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Places on thelocal level. - - e e - .

Architectural Significance: . oo oot

The Church of Christ building contains the earliest meetinghouse structure
(1710) i n Suffolk County and i s anong the half dozen ol dest nmeetinghouses

in New Engl and. | t predates any other existing building i nRevere by a
quarter of a century. The original building was a simple structure
reflecting the nodest life-style of its parishoners. Its simplicity was

characteristic of 18th century meetinghouses i noutlying suburbs and rural
areas with |imted econom c base, such as Rummey Marsh was i n 1710 when
the meeti nghouse was constructed. Architecturally, 1 ti san eail/ exanple
of therectangular plan, gable-roofed neetinghouse form entered onthe

long wall, which was typical of New England meetinghouses fromca.l 700 to
ca.l 730.

In addition toits age, the Church of Christ i ssignificant for its intact
1710 timber frame, all the elements of which survive, enclosed within the
present Shingle Style structure. The franme, which i s conparable to those
of other surviving early 18th century New Engl and meetinghouses, i s
apparently unique i none particular: the roof truss system enpl oys bowed
tie beans to span thewi dth of the auditorium (seePhoto 7 and Di agram 1) .
Whil e no other American exanples of'this form are known (interview with
Abbott Lowel | Qunm ngs, juiy , 19 ~3) , curved or el bowed tie beans
are frequently found i nnedieval and post-medieval English architecture.
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In i tsevolution from 1710 into the20th century, thebuilding i s also
notable as an illustration of themanner i nwhich New England meeting-
houses were remodelldd tosuit thedictates of changing architectural
fashion. The Church of Christ building i sa dramatic exanple of this
process, which occurred frequently i nNew England, especially prior to
1850. Al though ntjmerous mdtolate 18thcentury meetinghouses i n
Massachusetts were re-worked i ntheFederal, Greek Revival: or Italianate
styles, fewsurvived t oundergo subsequent late 19t hcentury remodellings
and nonedating asearly as t he Church of Christ are known t o survive.

Prior to 1856, theonly major-changes tothe Church of Christ werethe
addition of a tower and spire, probably ca.l748, and the spires replace-
ment (with octagonal cupola) i n1823. 1 n 1856, the church was reoriented
on itssite and renovated i ntheltalianate style. Later, i n 1888,
another renovation resulted i ntheShingle Style appearence t he building
largely retains today.

The 19th-century transformations oftehebuilding reflect thestrong desire
of thecongregation for an up t odate building even though their noddst
resources precluded replacing thestructure altogether. The congregation,
mostly farmers and industrial workers of limited nmeans, was apparently
determned tofollow the 19th-century trend toward replacement of ol d
fashioned meetinghouses, first i nclassical and then i npicturesque styles.
Their reuse of thesanme structure twice i s an unusual expression of
thriftiness. "The Italianate and Shingle Style remodellings i n1856 and
1888, respectively, were evidence of thecurrent popularity of those
styles and repeated a sequence of stylistic bhanges sought by many 19th-
century congregations i nNew England.

No architect has been identified for the 1888 remodelling of the building,
however, plans for the 1856 remodelling were prepared by Thomas Silloway,
a well-respected church architect who practiced i nthe Boston area from
c.1856 t o c.1905.

Historical Significance:

Historically, the Church of Christ i sassociated with the 18thand 19th
century devel opment of Rummey Marsh and Chelsea as t he seat of both local
government and public worship. Originally part of Boston, but separated
by water, Rumey Marsh received perm ssion i n1709 tobuild its own

meeti nghouse. The Church of Christ "building was constructed the following
year and served as a site of religious observance from 1710 imtil i t was
sold i n1919. Wen the Rummey Marsh area was set of f from Boston as

Chel sea i n 1738, t hemeetinghouse becane t helocation of al | town meetings.
It remained i nthat use until 1806.
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In theearly 19t hcentury, theChurch of Christ becanme identified with
Unitarianism and, i n 1828, a group of parishioners opposed tothe shift,
broke off toform their own church, From 1710 L=* 1828, t he Church of
Christ served as Chelsea's only meetinghouse. Li:-Ler i nthe 19th century,
changes i nthe econony of thearea and i nthereligious persuasion ofthe
nei ghboring population weakened t he church's viability and, i n1919, t he
Church of Christ disbanded. The building was sold t othe Seaview Lodge
of theMasonic Association, which used i t actively until 1982.

Al though theexterior of thebuilding has been completely transformed
twice, theoriginal timber frame of themeetinghouse i sstill intact and
its roof profile remains visible i nthemassing of thestructure. The
current exterior finishes date primarily from theremodelling of 1888.
While renovations i nthe 1940's (removal of thetower, raising of a gable,
covering over sone windows, and filling i na porch) have dimnishedthe
picturesque character of the 1888 building, the Church of Christ retains
strong evidence of its Shingle Style transformation.

Archaeol ogical Significance:

Frequent disturbances of theground on thesite (installation i n 1806 and
removal i n 1912 of tombs, terracing, laying of asphalt) nake the retrieval
of archaeological information unlikely. :
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Chamberlain, Mellen. A Docxjmentary History of Chelsea. Bost on:
Massachusetts Historical Society, 1908. Vol. |1, pp. 178-321.

Shurtleff, Benjamn. The History of theTown of Revere. Boston:
Beckl er Press, 1938. pp.418-466.

Sinnott, Ednund W Meetinghouse and Church i nEarly New Engl and.
New York: McGaw Hill, 1963.

W they, Henry F. and Elsie Rat hbumW they. Biographical Dictionary
of American Architects. Los Angeles: Hennessy and Ingalls,
1970. p.554. >V o,

Church Records at: - y.7-".
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston ..
Revere Public Library
Unitarian Universalist Association, 25 Beacon Street, Boston

10. Verbal Boundary Description and Justification (continuation)

Beggining at t hecorner of Beach Street and Cary Avenue, thence running
southerly by Cary Avenue about one hundred and thirty seven and 54/100
(137.54) feet toEustis Street, thence turning and running westerly and
northwesterly by Eustis Street toland of Sarah R Hastings, et al. shown
as | ot A on a plan recordedwith certificate No. 6619 filed i n the
Suffolk County Registry District; thence tuming arid running northerly by
sai d Hastings land fifteen (15) feet; thence tumi ng and running south-
westerly by said Hastings land, fourteen and 75/100 (14.75) feet to
Eustis Street, thence northerly by Eustis Street t oBeach Street, thence
turning and running easterly by Beach Street one hundred and eightysi x
and 41/100 (186.41) feet tothepoint of thebeginning.--Book 2159,

page 312 Suffolk County Registry of Deeds.

The nom nated area conprises thel otcurrently owned by North Suffolk
Community Facilities and shown as parcel 237A of theattached City of
Revere Assessor's Map, Plate 16 (1" = 100").

Ny 707770,y LT fty.:; =+ ="'y’ ., . -



Figure 1. Annearance of Church of Christ Building between 1823 and I|856

Painting 1 nthe Revere Public Library,
as_renroduced i nRevere 100 Years

1871 - 1971. published by the City

of Revere, 1971e



Figure 2. Aonearance of the
Church of Christ Building
bet ween 1856 and 1888.
Ahoto”ranh i n Revere '“ublic
Library as renroduced i n
Revere 100 Years 1871 -
1971 .

Figure 3. Annearance of the
Church of Christ Building
bet ween 1888 and c. 1875.
"hotogranh i n Revere ""ublic
Li brary as reoroduced i n
Revere 100 Years 1871 -
1971 .



Diagram 1
Roof Truss System
of Intermediate Bays of Meetinghouse R Qof
Not t oScale

(Tenons dotted i nonly where their configuration could be estimated)
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