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1. Name 

historic 
Church o f C h r i s t .. c 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received OCT 

date entered 

9 1984 

NOV I 3 1984 

and or common P,.evere Masonic Temple 

2. Location 
street & number 265 Beach S t r ee t N/A not for publication 

city, town P^evere ^Aii?vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county S u f f o l k code 0 2 5 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district 
_ building(s) 

public 
private 

occupied 
— unoccupied 

agriculture 
commercial 

museum 
park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process J£ yes: restricted government scientific 

ILZAbeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
J L other: v a c a n t no military 

transportation 
J L other: v a c a n t 

4. Owner off Property 
name ^ r . John Clark c/o Nor th S u f f o l k Community F a c i l i t i e s , Inc , 

street & number 3 0 1 B r o a d w a y 

city, town Chelsea N/A vicinity of state MA 02150 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ^^^^^'^^ County Reg i s t ry o f Deeds 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inven to ry o f the H i s t o r i c Assets  

title o f t h e Commonwealth #47 has this property been determined eligible? yes X 

date 1977 federal X 
state county local 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
depository for survey records ^9 / , Washington S t r ee t 

Boston 
city, town state 

Mas sachusetts 
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I n the shed-roofed east a d d i t i o n , two windows, one p a i r e d and the other 
s i n g l e , punctuate the end w a l l s . The h i p - r o o f e d a d d i t i o n contains another 
entrance and f i v e windows, two of them re c t a n g u l a r w i t h 4/4 sash and the 
other three square windows w i t h 6/1 sash. Simple wooden surrounds enclose 
a . l l the windows i n the east and west a d d i t i o n s . The foundation of the 
b u i l d i n g i s of stone masonry faced w i t h b r i c k and dates from the enlarge­
ment of 1888. With the exception of the massing and p r o f i l e o f the 1710 
meetinghouse, the m a j o r i t y of the e x t e r i o r design features ( d e t a i l i n g , 
sheathing, major f e n e s t r a t i o n ) of the b u i l d i n g derive from the Shingle 
S t y l e renovations of 1888. E x t e r i o r features d a t i n g from c.1940 are: 
gable and gable window and v e n t i l a t o r i n the west a d d i t i o n , and pedimented 
e n t r y porch and glass block window on the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n . , 

I n t e r i o r Features: ' ^ ' ' ' 

The most notable f e a t u r e o f the b u i l d i n g ' s i n t e r i o r i s the timber frame of 
the 1710 meetinghouse which i s enclosed w i t h i n the^present s t r u c t u r e . 
Encompassing the c e n t r a l auditorium space and the a t t i c above, the frame 
i s covered over except i n the a t t i c . The s t r u c t u r a l frane includes: corner 
posts, f o u r i n t e r m e d i a t e posts on each long side, n o r t h and south p l a t e s , 
and two d i s t i n c t r o o f t r u s s systems--one to frame the end w a l l s and one t o 
span the auditorium. The end w a l l s are framed w i t h s i n g l e p r i n c i p a l 
r a f t e r s , t i e beams and studding. The four intermediate r o o f trusses c o n s i s t 
of"double p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s , one place approximately s i x inches below the 
other, a k i n g post and t i e beam. The double r a f t e r s are mortised i n t o 
both the k i n g post and t i e beam as shown i n Photographs 5 and 6, and / 
Diagram 1. Between most sets of r a f t e r s are m e d i a l l y placed s t r u t s . The 
spanning t i e beams are hewn i n t o a gentle upward bow (see Photograph 7 
and Diagram 1). Six common p u r l i n s are set i n t o the top o f the uppermost 
r a f t e r s . 

The frame i s of oak. Major beams are approximately 12" x 12"; rafters~;are 
perhaps 6" x 7". Some e a r l y f i n i s h e s are attached to the frame. The r o o f 
i s sheathed w i t h wide v e r t i c a l boards and where v i s i b l e , the r e s t of the 
frame e x h i b i t s h o r i z o n t a l wide-board sheathing attached i j l t h hand-wrought 
n a i l s . There i s every reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s sheathing dates from 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the meetinghouse i n 1710. I n one place, p l a s t e r on 
r i v e n l a t h can be seen. Hence, more 18th century i n t e r i o r f i n i s h may 
e x i s t w i t h i n the w a l l s of the auditorium. 

Among decorative i n t e r i o r features of the meetinghouse space, only a 
handsome wood-grained arch supported by panelled p i l a s t e r s w i t h C o r i n t h i a n 
c a p i t a l s i s of note. Located on the east w a l i s o f the auditorium, t h i s 
arch must have formed p a r t of the embellishment of the chancel i n the 1888 
r e n o v a t i o n . 

•"'7 
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The meetinghouse, or auditorium space, occupies the second and t h i r d l e v e l 
i n the center of the bu i l d i n g , i t s north and south walls being exterior 
walls. The rest of the b u i l d i n g consists of a u x i l i a r y spaces added during 
the remodelling of 1888: a kitchen, vestry and classroom with astage b u i l t 
underneath the meetinghouse when i t was raised up; a vestibule, new s t a i r ­
ways, a ladies parlor and several ante-rooms added to the west; and a 
minister's room and organ l o f t over f u l l basement added to the east. 

Original Appearence and Subsequent Alterations: 

When constructed, i n 1710, the Ruimey Marsh meetinghouse (as the Church of 
Christ was then known) stood two stories t a l l , measured 43'" x 35', and 
featured a gable roof and simple rectangular plan. An 1823 painting of 
the meetinghouse (Figure 1) shows a structure w i th f i v e bays, a double t i e r 
o f symmetrically arranged windows and a central entrance with pediment on 
the facade. While the entrahce pediment may have been a l a t e r Georgian 
addition, the" f i v e bay plan and double" t i e r windows can be presumed to be 
that of 1710. A porch and tower and spire were added sometime i n the 18th 
century, perhaps i n conjunction with the purchase of a b e l l proposed i n 1748, 
In 1823, the badly deteriorated spire was replaced by an octagonal domed 
cupola, which surmounted i t s tower u n t i l the 1888 renovations. 

In 1856, the b u i l d i n g was turned around 90° on i t s s i t e and remodelled i n 
the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e a f t e r designs by Boston arch i t e c t , Thomas Silloway. 
A new pedimented entrance porch was b u i l t enclosing the 18th century 
tower and embellished w i t h a substantial arched drip molding over the door­
way, corner p i l a s t e r s , and long round-headed windows on the sides. The 
two o r i g i n a l t i e r s of windows i n the meetinghouse were removed. Window 
openings i n the end bays were closed up. I n the remaining bays, new longer 
windows, the uppermost ones with rounded heads, were i n s t a l l e d . The 
meetinghouse was given corner p i l a s t e r s and the design was t i e d together by 
a broad f r i e z e running around both new and old parts of the building. On 
the i n t e r i o r , a new p u l p i t was i n s t a l l e d at the end rather than the side of 
the b u i l d i n g and seating was rearranged accordingly (see Figure 2). 

In 1888, the-building was enlarged and given more or less i t s present 
Shingle Style form. The meetinghouse was raised up a story on i t s present 
b r i c k basement and the east and west additions were constructed. 
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The entrance was moved t o the northwest corner and marked by a porch 
w i t h low-sweeping roof. The m i n i s t e r ' s room added on the northeast 
corner had a s i m i l a r low-sweeping r o o f . The e x i s t i n g tower was heightened 
and given a pyramidal r o o f . Although the round-headed windows were 
r e t a i n e d , a l l other features of the 1856 renovation were superseded. The 
b u i l d i n g was given a shingled e x t e r i o r except f o r accents of b r i c k and 
rough cut brownstone marking the new w a l l s below the meetinghouse. 
Simple shingled brackets and one row of saw-toothed shingles became the 
only decorative features (see Figure 3 ) . 

Around 1940, the Masonic Association,which purchased the b u i l d i n g i n 1919, 
removed the tower, r a i s e d the n o r t h slope of the gable o f the west a d d i t i o n , 
closed i n the entry porch, covered over the lower t i e r of windows i n the 
meetinghouse, and replaced the upper t i e r of round-headed windows w i t h the 
rectan g u l a r ones. There have been no f u r t h e r changes made t o the s t r u c t u r e . 

Archaeological Considerations: 

No subsurface t e s t i n g has been c a r r i e d out. Family tombs ( i n s t a l l e d 1806, 
removed 1912) and stables are mentioned i n the records and there has been 
a c t i v i t y on the s i t e since the e a r l y 18th century. However, the ground 
has been s u b s t a n t i a l l y d i s t u r b e d during the c o n s t r u c t i o n of new foundations 
and r e t a i n i n g w a l l s , and i n s t a l l a t i o n of asphalt parking areas. F i l l may 
have been used t o r a i s e the ground l e v e l behind the r e t a i n i n g w a l l s . 



8. Signifficance Church of Christ, Revere 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

_X. 1700-1799 
J L ^ 1800-1899 

^••900-1919 

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 

X 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education ' 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry ' 
invention 

X 

landscape architecture X religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
military social/ 
music humanitarian 
philosophy theater 
politics government transportation 

other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1 7 1 0 ; 1 8 5 6 ; 1 8 8 8 Builder/Architect 1 8 5 6 - T h o m a s S i l l o w a y 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Church of C h r i s t i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s i n t a c t 1710 
meetinghouse frame, which i s one of the e a r l i e s t meetinghouses s t r u c t u r e s 
s u r v i v i n g i n New England; and as an i l l u s t r a t i o n of the manner i n 
which e a r l y b u i l d i n g s were updated t o r e f l e c t c u r r e n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
modes. H i s t o r i c a l l y , the b u i l d i n g i s important as the focus of 
p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s l i f e i n 18th century Rumney Marsh (now Revere) 
and Chelsea (e s t a b l i s h e d as a town i n 1738 w i t h Rumney Marsh asMts 
c e n t e r ) . The b u i l d i n g also evidences the perceived need of i t s •• 
19th century congregation t o be housed i n a s t y l i s h s t r u c t u r e . 
The Church of C h r i s t possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship and a s s o c i a t i o n . As a rare s u r v i v i n g e a r l y 18th century -3 -
meetinghouse s t r u c t u r e r e f l e c t i n g changing perceptions of a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
fashion and f o r i t s associations w i t h Rever's h i s t o r y , the Church 
of C h r i s t meets C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . - - '• j • . - . 

Architectural Significance: • •• ' . . ' ' . " 

The Church of Christ building contains the e a r l i e s t meetinghouse structure 
(1710) in Suffolk County and i s among the h a l f dozen oldest meetinghouses 
in New England. I t predates any other existing building in Revere by a 
quarter of a century. The o r i g i n a l building was a simple structure 
r e f l e c t i n g the modest l i f e - s t y l e of i t s parishoners. I t s s i mplicity was 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 18th century meetinghouses i n outlying suburbs and r u r a l 
areas with limited economic base, such as Rumney Marsh was i n 1710 when 
the meetinghouse was constructed. Ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y , i t i s an e a i l / example 
of the rectangular plan, gable-roofed meetinghouse form, entered on the 
long wall, which was t y p i c a l of New England meetinghouses from ca.l700 to 
ca.l730. 

In addition to i t s age, the Church of Christ i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s i n tact 
1710 timber frame, a l l the elements of which survive, enclosed within the 
present Shingle Style structure. The frame, which i s comparable to those 
of other surviving early 18th century New England meetinghouses, i s 
apparently unique in one pa r t i c u l a r : the roof truss system employs bowed 
t i e beams to span the width of the auditorium (see Photo 7 and Diagram 1). 
While no other American examples of'this form are known (interview with 
Abbott Lowell Cummings, j u i y , 19 ^3 ) , curved or elbowed t i e beams 
are frequently found in medieva1 and post-medieval English architecture. 
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I n i t s e v o l u t i o n from 1710 i n t o the 20th century, the b u i l d i n g i s also 
notable as an i l l u s t r a t i o n of the manner i n which New England meeting­
houses were remodelldd to s u i t the d i c t a t e s of changing a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
fashion. The Church of C h r i s t b u i l d i n g i s a dramatic example of t h i s 
process, which occurred f r e q u e n t l y i n New England, e s p e c i a l l y p r i o r t o 
1850. Although ntjmerous mid to l a t e 18th century meetinghouses i n 
Massachusetts were re-worked i n the Federal, Greek Revival: or I t a l i a n a t e 
s t y l e s , few survived t o undergo subsequent l a t e 19th century remodellings 
and none dating as e a r l y as the Church of C h r i s t are known t o survive. 

P r i o r t o 1856, the only major-changes t o the Church of C h r i s t were the 
a d d i t i o n of a tower and s p i r e , probably ca.l748, and the spires replace­
ment ( w i t h octagonal cupola) i n 1823. I n 1856, the church was r e o r i e n t e d 
on i t s s i t e and renovated i n the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . L a ter, i n 1888, 
another renovation r e s u l t e d i n the Shingle Style appearence the b u i l d i n g 
l a r g e l y r e t a i n s today. 

The 19th-century transformations of tehe b u i l d i n g r e f l e c t the strong desire 
of the congregation f o r an up t o date b u i l d i n g even though t h e i r moddst 
resources precluded r e p l a c i n g the s t r u c t u r e a l t o g e t h e r . The congregation, 
mostly farmers and i n d u s t r i a l workers of l i m i t e d means, was apparently 
determined to f o l l o w the 19th-century t r e n d toward replacement of o l d 
fashioned meetinghouses, f i r s t i n c l a s s i c a l and then i n picturesque s t y l e s . 
Their reuse o f the same s t r u c t u r e twice i s an unusual expression of 
t h r i f t i n e s s . "The I t a l i a n a t e and Shingle S t y l e remodellings i n 1856 and 
1888, r e s p e c t i v e l y , were evidence o f the c u r r e n t p o p u l a r i t y of those 
s t y l e s and repeated a sequence of s t y l i s t i c bhanges sought by many 19th-
century congregations i n New England. 

No a r c h i t e c t has been i d e n t i f i e d f o r the 1888 remodelling of the b u i l d i n g , 
however, plans f o r the 1856 remodelling were prepared by Thomas Silloway, 
a w e l l - r e s p e c t e d church a r c h i t e c t who p r a c t i c e d i n the Boston area from 
c.1856 t o c.1905. 

H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e : 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the Church of C h r i s t i s associated w i t h the 18th and 19th 
century development of Rumney Marsh and Chelsea as the seat of both l o c a l 
government and p u b l i c worship. O r i g i n a l l y p a r t of Boston, but separated 
by water, Rumney Marsh received permission i n 1709 t o b u i l d i t s own 
meetinghouse. The Church of C h r i s t 'bu i l d i n g was constructed the f o l l o w i n g 
year and served as a s i t e of r e l i g i o u s observance from 1710 i m t i l i t was 
s o l d i n 1919. When the Rumney Marsh area was set o f f from Boston as 
Chelsea i n 1738, the meetinghouse became the l o c a t i o n of a l l town meetings. 
I t remained i n t h a t use u n t i l 1806. 
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I n the e a r l y 19th century, the Church of C h r i s t became i d e n t i f i e d w i t h 
U n i t a r i a n i s m and, i n 1828, a group of parishioners opposed to the s h i f t , 
broke o f f t o form t h e i r own church. From 1710 L-:* 1828, the Church of 
Ch r i s t served as Chelsea's only meetinghouse. Li:-L.er i n the 19th century, 
changes i n the economy of the area and i n the r e l i g i o u s persuasion o f the 
neighboring p o p u l a t i o n weakened the church's v i a b i l i t y and, i n 1919, the 
Church o f C h r i s t disbanded. The b u i l d i n g was sold t o the Seaview Lodge 
of the Masonic As s o c i a t i o n , which used i t a c t i v e l y u n t i l 1982. 

Although the e x t e r i o r of the b u i l d i n g has been completely transformed 
twice, the o r i g i n a l timber frame of the meetinghouse i s s t i l l i n t a c t and 
i t s r o o f p r o f i l e remains v i s i b l e i n the massing o f the s t r u c t u r e . The 
curr e n t e x t e r i o r f i n i s h e s date p r i m a r i l y from the remodelling of 1888. 
While renovations i n the 1940's (removal o f the tower, r a i s i n g of a gable, 
covering over some windows, and f i l l i n g i n a porch) have diminished t h e 
picturesque character of the 1888 b u i l d i n g , the Church of C h r i s t r e t a i n s 
strong evidence of i t s Shingle S t y l e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 

Archaeological S i g n i f i c a n c e : 

Frequent disturbances of the ground on the s i t e ( i n s t a l l a t i o n i n 1806 and 
removal i n 1912 of tombs, t e r r a c i n g , l a y i n g of asphalt) make the r e t r i e v a l 
of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n u n l i k e l y . , 
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10. Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n and J u s t i f i c a t i o n ( c o n t i n u a t i o n ) 

Beggining at the corner of Beach Stre e t and Cary Avenue, thence running 
s o u t h e r l y by Cary Avenue about one hundred and t h i r t y seven and 54/100 
(137.54) f e e t t o Eustis S t r e e t , thence t u r n i n g and running westerly and 
no r t h w e s t e r l y by Eustis S t r e e t t o land of Sarah R. Hastings, e t a l . shown 
as l o t A on a plan recorded w i t h c e r t i f i c a t e No. 6619 f i l e d i n the 
S u f f o l k County Registry D i s t r i c t ; thence t u m i n g arid running n o r t h e r l y by 
s a i d Hastings land f i f t e e n (15) f e e t ; thence t u m i n g and running south­
w e s t e r l y by s a i d Hastings land, f o u r t e e n and 75/100 (14.75) f e e t to 
Eustis S t r e e t , thence n o r t h e r l y by Eustis S t r e e t t o Beach S t r e e t , thence 
t u r n i n g and running e a s t e r l y by Beach Stre e t one hundred and eighty s i x 
and 41/100 (186.41) f e e t t o the p o i n t of the beginning.--Book 2159, 
page 312 S u f f o l k County Registry of Deeds. 

The nominated area comprises the l o t c u r r e n t l y owned by North S u f f o l k 
Community F a c i l i t i e s and shown as pa r c e l 237A of the attached C i t y of 
Revere Assessor's Map, Plate 16 ( 1 " = 100'). 

' ^ 'y ' .70777i : ,y I 7 f t ) . : ; : ' - " ' . l y ' . , • -



Figure 1. Annearance of Church of Christ Building between 1823 and I856. 

Painting i n the Revere Public Library, 
as renroduced i n Revere 100 Years 
1871 - 1971. published by the City 
of Revere, 1971• 



Figure 2. Aonearance of the 
Church of C h r i s t B u i l d i n g 
between I856 and 1888. 
^hoto^ranh i n Revere '^ublic 
L i b r a r y as renroduced i n 
Revere 100 Years 1871 -
1971 . 

Figure 3. Annearance of the 
Church of C h r i s t B u i l d i n g 
between 1888 and c. 18^5. 
^hotogranh i n Revere "^ublic 
L i b r a r y as reoroduced i n 
Revere 100 Years 1871 -
1971 . 
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Diagram 1 

Roof Truss System 

of Intermediate Bays of Meetinghouse RiOof 

Not to Scale 

(Tenons dotted i n only where t h e i r configuration could be estimated) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Church of Christ 
Suffolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZI resubmission 
CU nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CU appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample CH request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: ; 

Entered In 
national Eegiateia 

ion: 'ACCEPT _ 
.RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

CU appeal iD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. IMame 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CU no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

CUfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CU altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity 
CU dates . .•y-.y^^'y<^• 
CU boundary selection = '' V „ i . 

''f-W. 
V, 






































