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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The 01d Court House at Newberry, erected 1852, was designed
by Jacob Graves and built by James Darmon. An outstanding example
of Greek revival architecture in stuccoed brick, the building has
six fluted, Tuscan columns which support a massive, triangular pediment.
Intricate, Doric entablature includes: friez design of alternating
triglyphs and undecorated metopes; regulas of architrave and mutules
of cornice decorated with guttae. Stairway with ironwork failings leads
from street level to second floor porch. Sy%gtrically spaced on second
level are two end windows and three entrances. Each entrance is a
double three-panel door.
During Reconstruction (1880), Osborne Wells, an ardent Southerner,
was assigned the task of remodelling the court house. Well's additions
included two-columned porticos at side entrances and a bas-relief mounted
on the frontal pediment. This depicts the spirit of the prostrate state:
a U.S. eagle holds an uprooted palmetto tree in its talons; perched

upon the tree roots, is a gamecock crowing defiantly; at top of tree

a dove bears an olive branch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, the 01d Court Hoé@b is a physical document of

the graceful, ante~bellum era and the difficult years of Reconstruction.
The building's elaborate detail and massive proportions attest to the
affluence of pre-~Civil War Newberry County. Its eye-catching bas-relief
remains as a reminder of the spirit of South Carolinians during the
bleak period of Reconstruction.

This building, the fourth in a series of five Newberry County Court
Houses, was used for court sessions between 1852 and 1906.

Presently, the Social Security Office and County Development Board
occupy the first floor. Restoration of the upper floor for adaptive

use as a community hall includes kitchen equiptment, air-conditioning,

heating, repainting.
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t12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

Charles E, Lee

/

South Carolina
Department Archives & History

Title Director,

Date _2/14/71

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pr!ervm

AUG 19 1971
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