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Historic Columbus Foundation, Inc.
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INTEGRITY

Excellent Q

Altered
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(Check One) 

n Unaltered [£]

] Ruins

Moved j£]
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Original Site a
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Architectural Data

The Wells-Bagley House has more architectural significance than 
historical importance. It is of wood construction covered with stucco 
which has teen scored to resemble stone. The house has been dated at 
184.0 and is of a modified JSreek Revisa! style which seems to be indigen 
ous to Columbus. it ha£ an interesting pyramidal roof supported by 
o.• bf ttefir celunms on two sides; each of these columns measures 
4.6" around. There are four original rooms and a central hallway; there 
is also a room at the left rear of the house which appears to have been 
added at a later date. There are also eleven windows in the original 
part of the house, fhe front door of the Wells-Bagley House is quite 
large and is flanked and crested by windows (four panes in each of the 
sidelights )•and eight panes above the door). As is typical of many 
Greek Revival houses, there is a line dentil molding above the columns. 
In his inventory of Columbus buildings, planni ng and urban design 
consultant, Carl Feiss,judged that the Wells-Bagley House 'must be 
preserved at all cost 1 . He considers its Greek Revival style to be 
indigenous in this community and, therefore, of value to us. Historic 
Columbus Foundation has recently moved the house from its original 
744. Front Avenue location to 22 Sixth Street to protect it from commer 
cial zoning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Historic Data

For one hundred and twenty-nine years the Wells-Bagley House 
stood on the southeast corner of Front Avenue and Eighth Street over 
looking the Chattahoochee River. Little is known of the history of 
this house except that Francis Marion Bagley moved to Columbus about 
the tur n of the century and purchased the Wells residence. Mrs. Etta 
Bagley Brown, a former occupant of the house and daughter of Francis 
Bagley, recalls the years of Columbus 1 history when cotton-loaded 
steamboats labored up the river and the current Historic District was 
one of the better residential sections. In 1965 the Wells-Bagley 
House was bought by Emmett Lee Austin and shortly thereafter by Mr. 
Frank Heard who then gave3 it to Historic Columbus Foundation, Inc. 
In May, 1969, the Foundation moved the house to its new locaation at 
22 Sixth Street in hopes that some interested party will buy the house 
and restore it.
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Historic Columbus Building Inventory, June, 1967.

Sunday Ledger-Enquirer Magazine, "Changing Columbus 1 Face", Clason Kyle. 
May 4, 1969.
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
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-. LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
«J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
32 o 27 • 23 - 84 ° 59 • 37 -
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NAME AND Tl TLE:

Janice P. Biggers, Executive Vice-President, Historic Columbus Foundation,
ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic Columbus Foundation, Inc. June i t 1959
STREET AND NUMBER:

716 Broadway (P.O.Box 5312)
CITY OR TOWN:

Columbus
iflillli^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. -.
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