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[~~| Scientific
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OWNER'S NAME:

Public and private ownership
STREET AND NUMBER:

"District"
CITY OR TOWN:

Alviso (San Jose) California
CODE

06

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Santa Clara County Courthouse Maps A-
STREET AND NUMBER:

First and St. James Streets

08)

HH

CITY OR TOWN:

San Jose California 95113 06

TITLE OF SURVEY: a> Preliminary Survey of Historical Landmarks 
b. Santa Clara County Historical Landmarks Advisory Subcommittee

DATE OF SURVEY: a> >4-/62 - fa. 10-11/71D Federol Stat County Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

a. Planning Dept., S.C. Co., b. Minutes of S.C. Co. Hist. Landmarks Sub-
STREET AND NUMBER: committee

70 W. Hedding Street $Irf'
CITY OR TOWN:

San Jose, California 95110
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California 06



CONDITION
n Excellent D Good Q Fair

(Check One) 

J£| Deteriorated

(Check One) 

D Altered D Unaltered

D Ruins [""I Unexposed

(Check One) 

Q Moved CD Origir.ol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

PRESENT - Alviso remains a typicalxftd San Francisco Bay port lying 
in south end of San Franbisco Bay. Aiviso Slough and marshlands, from 
Catherine Street to Elizabe^h-v^treeXT represents the Port of Alviso 
virtually unchanged from C I880-"'

/ ^ 
The original pre 1850 Gu^tdalupe Riv&rs access from the Bay to the

Town was joined to a nearby/slough by meansXtf a channel dug in 1858. 
See "slough" on U3GS Milpi£'as, Calif. 7.5
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)
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n Engineering Q Religion/Phi-
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Q Invention Q Science
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Q Military Q Theater

D Music UQ Transportation
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D Art 
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| | Conservation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ~ '

18TH CENTURY - One of the earliest ports on the U. S. West Coast - 
preceding San Francisco itself. The Alviso District was known as early 
as 1792 when English explorer George Vancouver noted at Santa Clara 
Mission a shallow rivulet nearby at the southeast end of Port of San 
Francisco "with the confines of a port". A virtually unchanged, un- 
suburbanized old California port town. The slough is still undeveloped 
by modern technology. It possesses that intangible feeling that age and 
mood create to give a town historical integrity.

19TH CENTURY - Alviso was the major north-south passenger and 
freight link between San Francisco and the southern bay area. The stage 
roads were virtually impassible in wet weather. It was also the major 
commercial shipping depot for the entire Santa Clara Valley. In Richard 
Henry Dana's "Two Years Before the Mast", C. 1828, he mentioned on page 
222 that Mission Santa Clara does a greater business in hides and tallow 
than any other in California from its creek on the bay. The local 
Indians manned the boats for the padres.

The Erabarcadero was an important Bay port by 1841 when Commodore 
Charles Wilkes visited it.

In the Mexican War, Colonel Fremont and Captain Hinckley sailed 
from Yerba Buena (San Francisco) to the Embarcadero at Alviso on 
January 21, 1846.

By 1849, three argonauts had purchased the land of two local 
ranches--"Embarcadero de Santa Clara" (Barcelia Bernal Martin" and 
"Rincon de los Esteros from the heirs of Ignacio Alviso, a D'Anza settler, 
soldier and Mission Santa Clara official after whom the town was named. 
See Map A-45 (Santa Clara County records) plat of Town of klviso 1850, 
filed 1869.

By 1851 there were several warehouses along the slough. One of 
these very early warehouses still stands at Hope and Elizabeth Streets. 
The whole town still looks very much as it did in 1880-90 when the port 
activity slowed due to the railroad competition.



Richard H. Daria "Two Years Before the Mast", p. 22, p. 450; 
"Charles Wilkes Explorations", p. 90; 
"History of Santa Clara County", Alley Bowen Pub. (1881), p. 106; 
"Three Years in California", by Colton (1850) 
"Vancouver in California", p. 48.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

————————— ———————————————————————— ————————————————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ° 
NE ° ° 

SE ° ° 
SW o . . o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
ROF LESS THAN TEN ACRES.... 

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds37 o 25 . 30 .
LONGI TUDE

Decrees Minutes Seconds
121 o 58 , 0 .
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1LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

None
STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE
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CODE

CODE

CODE

CODE

NAME AND Tl TLE:

Mrs. Phyllis Butler, Member, Subcommittee
ORGANI ZATION

Santa Clara Co. Historical Landmarks Advisory
STREET AND NUMBER:

?0 West Hedding Street, Room 524
CITY OR TOWN:

San Jose
jliiiiliilliii^^^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q *^Lte ^ Local Q

Name-' "^ ̂ /^^~~^ --S^ ^^/'^ , —s ^
••/

Title State Liaison/Officer

Bate

STATE

California 95110

DATE

4/7/72

CODE

06

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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Professional Services
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DRAW1 ;CGE 
STATt V ISLAN

pond and marsh areas in Fremont, Alameda 
inty, California; nesting grounds for Forster's 
n, Caspian Tern, and nursery grounds for Harbor 
.Is.

Salt pond, marsh, and slough areas in Al>fesc/ are 
San Jose, Santa Clara County, Californi«J,ne^ 

C grounds for the Caspian Tern, Califomf^fcla] 
Raii, Cinnamon Teal Ducks, breeding are^'rat 
Red-bellied Harvest Mouse, marine nursery x^1 
Striped Bass and White Sturgeon.
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>pecies nest, feed or rest in all three sectors.
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